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Area Towns GefStrong Boost From Local Chambers

Continued From Page 1
“] see these local chambers,”
said Gale, “trying to look for new
ways to come up with funding.”
Last year, Gale said, the State
. Legislature provided $3 million to
promote tourism, and “the county
is the level at which the funding is
done. Each county has to appoint a
tourism promotion agency, and in
this case it was the St. Lawrence
County Chamber. Ty
_. “We work with the local
chambers of commerce to help
give them clout,” he added.
Waddington

_ One of the area’s syccess stories

o

is the recently-formed Waddington
Chamber of Commerce and the
Morristown Chamber of Com-
merce.

Started in March of last year, the
Waddington Chamber has “up-
wards of 45 very active members,”’
sald President Elizabeth Phillips.

“We want to get something going
in Waddington,” said Phillips.

‘“We don't have a large
business,” she said, ‘‘so we have to
rely on small business moving in,
and on tourism.”

“Our target, besides tourism,”

GRAN VIE'N — From ihe outside it appears io be e same,
but owner Louis Williams says the Gran View is undergoing

renovations, with a new look in the

_spacious restrooms. .

lounge, and more

Gran View Getting New Look

‘BY YASMIN HAQUE

The Gran View is getting a new
look.

The restaurant is under going an
interior renovation. Last week it
opened its doors.

During the month of Feburary,
he said, one thing will be left to do
and that will be putting up wall
paper in the lounge. .

The plan for renovating the place
was there ever since Williams
bought the place from his father
three years ago, he said.

. However, the main reason for
renovating now, he said, is that the
“restrooms were not adequate.”

“Our main concern is with the
size of the ladies room. We want to
give them a first class restroom
facility.

Along with the reconstruction of
restrooms, he said, he is also
redecorating the lounge facilities.
The changes will be in the fur-
nitures and curtains.

He said he wants to give his
restaurant ‘‘a fresh new look.”

The area of the ladies restroom is
being “increased by 40 percent of
the original size,”” according to
him.

“We are putting in all modern

-

facllities to provide good quality
service.” ,

Renovation of the lounge,
Williams said, will cost him $15,000
to $20,000.

“The restaurant is rated as a three
star restaurant by the American
Automobile Association based on
the service, facility and comfort it .
gives toit’s customers, he said. -

This year, he said, he plans to re-
do the Quality Inn also.

‘“This winter, we are planning on
buying new furniture, new beds
and curtains” for the rooms in the
hotel. . ]

“Also, we are planning to
renovate a house (which overlooks
the St. Lawrence River). It used to
be the manager’s residence but
?ow we are converting it into a cot-

age.

*We’ll be putting in a deck. It will
have four bedrooms, two

bathrooms, a kitchen and a living -

room,” he said.

“We'll be renting it on a nightly
basis and weekly basis.”

He said ‘‘the total cost (of
renovation) will come up fo $35,000
for this year” . which includes
renovation of the restrooms, the
lounge, the rooms at the hotel and
the cottage.

she noted, “is attracting a small
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MORRISTOWN — Business people in Morristown have band-

e

R

ed together to help develop this waterfront community. The
chamber describes itself as a family oriented business group.

(Mitchell Photo)
Massena’s Alcoa
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‘something beneficial in the past

year. “‘I would say to be fair, one of
the things you can look back on in
1986 and feel somewhat good about
is that we knew what to expect.”
‘“We had planned to try and deal

-with all the adversity that could be

potentially thrown our way in 1986,
You look back on it and measure
our track record, you would have to
say things didn't work out like we
wantedthem too ' he pointed oyt
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serlous ones. 1 think if anything you
look back on 86 and say ‘Gee, what
can we learn from there. How do
we keep that from happening
again?’”’ : ‘

‘“Because one or two more of
those (year like 1986) and you can
lock the gates,’’ Ray said.

Cret Jlaes

In 15 Years, The Tread Mill
‘Has Made Some Big Changes

POTSDAM — The Tread Mill,
formerly Ted’s Tire Service,
marks 15 years in the tire and bicy-
cle business in 1987. The original
product line of Firestone tires and
bicycles has changed radically
since 1972. Tire customers choose
from Dunlop, Michelin, Continen-
tal, Bridgestone or Remington, all
highly respected brands in the in-
dustry. Bicycle shoppers select
from Ross,; Nishiki, CyclePro and
Cilo brand racing, touring, BMX,
freestyle and all-terrain bicycles.
The Tread Mill stocks a larger
selection of professional grade rac-
ing bicycles than most shops in ma-
jor cities and at low prices that
amaze their clientele. Fitness buffs
appreciate their great selection of
quality rowing machines and exer-
cise bicycles. :

The Tread Mill has always been a
leader in service in the Potsdam
area. They had the first computer
wheel balancer in 1976, the first
scratch-proof tire changer for alloy
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wheels in 1985, and the first com-
puterized four. wheel alignment
system in 1986. R

For the cyclist, they remain the
premier local source for wheel
building, frame preparation and
specialty parts, accessories, and
clothing. o

Progress at The Tread Mill is
providing the local population a
large selection of quality products
and specialty services at very fair
prices. .

business that might employ about
50 or 60 people.”’

Waddington, she said, wants to
stress ‘‘“The River (the St.
Lawrence River). We also want to
demonstrate that we're a nice quiet
commaunity, centrally located. We
tell them we're a quiet, clean com-
minity with four churches.”

Phillips was born in Waddington
and owns the Main Street Laun-
dromat.

She said Gale has been ‘“‘really
helpful. It’s great. You just have to
give him a buzz and he’s willing to

help.”
Morristown

.. Unlike the fledgling Waddington,

which is starting.cup a new
chamber, Morristown is breathing
new life into an old and moribund
one- « . .

Outgoing president Tim Hunt (he
is being succeeded this year by
Michael Looney) said the chamber
was re-established about 14 months
ago.

Several years ago, he said, “it
fizzled away.”” But the community
became determined to get the
chamber going again, and now the
chatmber has *‘very good local sup-

ort."”

P “We're not strictly a husiness
chamber,"” sald Hunt, guldance
director at Morristown Central
~ehod!
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can join,”’

And, he added, the goal is to in-
sure that it not focus strictly on
Morristown. .

“We've had interest shown from
as far away as Hammond,” sald
Hunt,

The chamber is planning to work
with Brockville, Ont., the Canadian
community directly across the St.
Lawrence River, on joining
tourism efforts.

“There’s definitely a potential
for tourism here,” said Hunt.
“We've got the Red Barn Museum,
the Diver’s Museum, Riverboat
Weekend, the Winter Carnival,
fishing derbies...”

And Hunt said the ‘chamber has
developed “a very good workin
relationship with the local fire
department.’”’ :

“We're doing everything we can
to promote tourism,” he added.

Black Lake :
The Black Lake Chamber of
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long-established chamber set up
with a very specific purpose in
mind — to gromote summer fishing
along Black Lake.

“Ours is very cut and dried: lake'

fishing,” said President Tom
Fishel.

“Our number one priority is
advertising,” he sald, “to fill ac-
commodations (the camps along

- the lake).”

The Black Lake chamber, added
Fishel, is also “‘interested in the
water quality of the lake,’’ and does
what it can to assure that it’s main-
tained.

“Qur pride and joy,” he noted,
“is our Black Lake Guide,” a

publication updated every two

years. The publication is sent out
Kiiely to keep up interest in Black
ake

The chamber, he said, advertises
‘heavily in the Syracuse-central
New York region, and even in the
New York City area.

Byron Gale and the St. Lawrence
County Chamber of Commerce
have been “tremendous,” said
jFisl}el. “They really do a good

ob.”

Rensselaer Falls
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planning board staff will continue
to concentrate its efforts over the
next few weeks on déveloping land
use recommendations for the
return of up to 5,100 acres of New
York Power Authority land to the
tax rolls. But Scarlett said he
thinks the project will start moving
again in March.
- ¢ think in the small rural com-
munities of St. Lawrence County
there is a great deal of historical
structures and character,” he said.
“There is a lot of diversity and
fascinating history and a lot of
potential.

““It’s similar to what they found

in the Adirondacks with the small -

places that there are
possibilities for development and
- growth. We would like to help some
of the communities in St. Lawrence
County slow the decline or begin to
revive, Quite often they just don’t

have the means or expertise to get .

a perspective on what the
possibilities are.” .
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