
Competition
Could Drive
Prices Down
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BY MICHAEL HIRSCH
What can St. Lawrence County

residents who want to know why
gas prices here are as much as 28
cents a, gallon higher than
elsewhere in the state learn from
the example of convenience stores
in the Tri-Lakes area?

Plenty, according ..to a St.
Lawrence County planning office
l U d » a * * i i # ^ ? S £ V K " ^

state sold 5:4 times as much
gasoline as stations surveyed in St.
Lawrence County. But contrary to
popular opinion, one official said
that retailers in St. Lawrence
County were not making a higher
profit to compensate for the lower
sales volume. Supporting this, a
graph comparing price to volume
of gas sold for St. Lawrence County
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When the Stewart's retail chain
opened stores in Lake Placid and
Saranac Lake in 1984, local
residents were soon buzzing about
the outlets. But it wasn't the 36
flavors of Stewart's own brand of
ice cream that had them talking.

In a region where residents had
become resigned to paying some of
the highest gas prices in the state,
the Stewart's stores began selling
gas at five to ten cents a gallon less
than other stations. Within weeks,
gas prices in the region dropped as
other retailers sought to stay com-
petitive.

Stunned locals stood back and
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ween the two variables.
"...Ralph Bombadiere of the New

York State Association of Service
Stations said he believes that
gasoline retailers in northern New
York, including St. Lawrence
County, earn the same average
profit per gallon as retailers
elsewhere in the state, approx-
imately seven to ten cents gross
profit per gallon," the report
stated.

"This indicates that profit per
gallon and possibly retail prices
are not related to volume sold. Mr.
BombadiL e Instead stressed the
lack of competition among
wholesale distributors and the
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no station or chain driving prices
down. I n s t e a d , g a s o l i n e
wholesalers and retailers, here
charge what they think they can
get for their products.

"There can be no question that
many retailers have a 'charge
what the traffic will bear' at-
titude," the study stated. "Several
retailers commented that they set
their pump prices according to
what they see other area retailers
charging." ,

The 42-page report, obtained
Thursday by Park Newspapers
before its official release,
repeatedly said that a strong
"charge what the market will
bear" attitude among sellers was
the prime reason for nigh gas
prices in St. Lawrence County.

"More competition among
wholesale distributors and among
retailers could modify this attitude
and push down area prices," the
study said.

"In the Tri-Lakes area it has
been demonstrated that area
retailers and wholesalers could be
made to lower prices in response to
a strong competitor. Such a
downward push on prices appears
to be absent from St. Lawrence
County, except in highly localized
situations."

The report later concluded that
in St. Lawrence County, "mean-
ingful competition is virtually ab-
sent,"

The study, which had been re-
quested by county Legislature
Chairman Rosemary Sanford,
cited several other factors for high
gas prices here, including reliance
on contract purchasing and greater
transportation costs. But it also im-
plied that some companies were
benefitting from the high prices.

Although it specifically stated
that it "did not seek to place blame
with any particular individuals or
group," the study later suggested
that wholesale gas distributors
were profiting the most from high
prices at North Country pumps.

On average, gas stations
surveyed near major cities in the
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"Retailers in St. Lawrence Coun-
ty are often depicted as being
price-takers because they must
often accept the price charged by
wholesalers and because they have
little ability to negotiate a lower
price."

The example of Stewart's also
supports the assertion that
wholesalers are reaping most of
the rewards of higher gas prices in
northern New YorK. The retailer
association's representative and
the director of Franklin County's
Department of Weights and
Measures "attribute the drop in
pump prices (in the Tri-Lakes
region) to reductions in wholesale
prices, rather than retailers trim-
ming their profit margins," the
report stated.

Boynton, the representative of
Stewart 's , said he thought
distributors in the Tri-Lakes area
were probably earning very high
profits. He called prices in the area
"unusually high."

Although the study offered no
concrete recommendations, it did
provide some hope that gas prices
in St. Lawrence County could some
day be reduced by increased com-
petition.

Loan Receipts Due
CANTON - Friday is the last

day for honey producers to request
loans at the St. Lawrence County
ASCS office in Canton. The 1987
loan rates on the 86 crop are: white
67.1 cents per pound, extra light
amber 63.1 cents per pound, light
amber 58.2 cents per pound and
other table class honey 52.2 cents
per pound. Honey loans will mature
nine months after the month in
which they are disbursed.

There is also a new honey buy-
back provision this year. A pro-
ducer can buy back honey at a
lower rate than initially loaned on.
Currently the buy back rates are:
white 44 cents per pound, extra
light amber 39 cents per pound and
light amber 35 cents per pound. For
more information call 386-2401.
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Proudly Presents

Our Second Annual

WeddirL .,
World

Sunday, February 1,1987
at

The New Flanders Inn
Hours: 1:00-5:00 P.M.
Fashion Show: 2 P.M.

Prize Drawings 4:30 P.M.
FREE Admission

Register To Win...

OR
To Be Used At

Participating Exhibitors

Deluxe
Luggage Set

HOT SHOTS — The winners of the Elks Lodge 2074
local Hoop Shoot contest are, from left to right:
Morgan Cassara, Dan Almasy, Cory Bandy, Nicole

Pine Street Schedule

Rowe, Tara Seguln, and Darcy LeVac. Standing in
back is Gary Bartow of the Elks Lodge. (Dan
Williams photo)

DELIVERY7 CALL 265-6U0U

Hoop Shoot Winners
Six new foul shooting champs

were crowned Jan. 11 when the
Potsdam Elks Lodge 2074 held their
local finals at Clarkson Universi-
ty's gymnasium.

Taking the title in the 8-9 boys
was Cory Bandy, from Norfolk
Elementary School. He outlasted
Tom Lavine, of Norwood Elemen-
tary. Nicole Rowe was the girls 8-9
champ, representing Norfolk
Elementary. In second place was
Simone Ames, from Colton-
•S^raeiiqBfcE&BjK,^^

Dan Almasy, from Norwood
Elementary, won the boys 10-11 age
group, edging runner-up Chad
LaDue, from Norfolk Elementary.
Tara Seguin (Norfolk Elem.) edg-
ed Nicole Burkett (A.A. Kingston)
for the girls 10-11 title. ,

In the boys 12-13 group, Canton's
Morgan Cassara took first place
honors. N-N-s Mark Henry was "se-
cond. Darcy LeVac, from N-N, took
the girls title and Colton-
Pierrepont's Amy McKee was
runner-up.

The first place winners will shoot
In the district shoot-offs Jan. 24 at
Jefferson Community College
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Jan, 21

Adults and Tots 10-11 a.m.
Open Hockey 12:45-1:45 p.m.
Public Skate 2-3 p.m.
Figure Skate 3-6 p.m.
PCS vs. Thousand Islands 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Merrill Sharp 1:45-10:15p.m.

Jan.3?
Open Hockey 12:45-1:45 p.m.
Public Skate 2-3 p.m.
P.C.S. Hockey 3:15-4:45 p.m.
Potsdam Junior Hockey 5-7p.m.
Public Skate 7:15-H: 15 p.m.
Potbelly 8:30-?:30 p.m.

Jan.M
Adults and Tots 10-11 a.m.
Open Hockey 12:45-l:45P.cn.

Jfin. .it
Potsdam Junior Hockey 6 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
PCS vs. Canton 3-5 p.m.
Potsdam Junior Hockey 5:15-6:15p.m.
Figure Skate Club 6:30-9:30 p.m.

, Ftb.1
Potsdam Junior Hdckey 6 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Public Skate l-2:30.p.m.
Potsdam Junior Hockey 2:45-S:45p.m.
Part Timers 6-7:30 p.m.
Broomball 7:40-9:50 p.m.

Feb. 2
Adults and Tots 10-11 a.m.
Open Hockey 12:45-1:45 p.m.
Public Skate 2-3 p.m.
P.C.S. Varsity 3:15-4:45 p.m.
Potsdam Fluure Skate5-9:30 p.m.
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FULL SERVICE MEAT &.DELI PRODUCTS—WESTERN BEEF

—MEATS—
Whole or cut up fryers 6971b
Center cut pork chops $2a / lb

- D E L I -
White American cheese T ' / ' ^ lb
Plain loaf Wzlli

Outer Market St.,
Potsdam, NY

(315)265-2401
HOURS: 9-6Mon.-Thurs.;

9-4 Sat., 9-7:30 Fri.

We gladly accept food ifompt

A AAassena Expo Event

• Who says you can't get something for
nothing? We've got a new account that
gives you no-fee checking and a lot of
other extras. Without asking you to add
one penny more to the total balance of
your bank accounts.

INTRODUCING THE MARINEXTRA5"
ACCOUNT. NO-FEE CHECKING, DISCOUNTS,
AND OTHER EXTRAS. JUST FOR MOVING
YOUR MONEY TO MARINE.

With aAMaripextra account you get no-
fee checking and other services based on
your total deposits. Not just those in your
checking account.

• So, for example, if you've got $2 ,500*

you can divide it between your savings
and checking accounts any way you like.
And you can still get no-fee checking.**
Plus a 1% installment ban discount! a •
MasterCard® or VISA® foV one year with
no annual membership fee, and much more.

And the more money you keep at
Marine, the more you'll get. Your Marine
banker will even help you move accounts
from your old bank to ours.

Move $10,000and you'll also get no-fee
checking with interest, your initial order of
Marinextra checks free, a 1% installment loan
discount, service-charge-free American
Express Traveler's Cheques, overdraft*-

protection discount, and special terms
on a Home Equity Line of Credit.

Move $30,000 and you'll get all that plus
no-fee checking that pays you interest at
Money Market rates, a preferred 24 Karat*5

MasterCard with no annual membership
fee, discounts on brokerage services, free
Marinextra checks, and an even better deal
on'a Home Equity Line of Credit.

So come down to Marine aRd find o u t M
how easy it is to get a Marinextra account.
We'll make a believer out of you.

MARILME>X<TRA
(M\ MARINE MIDLAND BANK

MemlwFDIC IRA deposits e»duded «GD (tepositfcxluded "Check txinling charges apply fir,intmg<il<i«litvibircllotankapprovjlWSltfe)


