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Meet The Challenge
Included in this week's Courier-Freeman

is Park Newspapers' annual Progress Edi-
tion, a chronicle of business and industry in
i c ^ J W f l f t rtfc^lttdt

grants and an aggressive
economic development.

Change is in the air. As the nation's in-
l f t f & f ? ®

Gardeners Thanked
To The Editor:

It's time to say thank you again.
Sue Harper of The Phoenix
Greenhouse grew and donated the
red and blue petunias in the War
Memorial. Florence Shulman grew
the snapdragons and pansies for
the garden in Cubley Park contain-
ing the juniper, eonymus and big
rock; the pink cleome was grown
by yours truly. Gil Cyr of the
Suburban Gardener donated the
pruning of the evergreens in the
War Memorial. Some husbands
assisted their garden club wives,

approach to Thank you Bill Cullen and Bob
Rowe.

Members kept dead flowers pick-

^?^«p^ft iflft rtfc^tidt
rogfe^s"inatenarmay be found on pages 5

and 11 of the Courier this week.)
Locally, 1986 was, as Potsdam Village Ad-

ministrator Robert Burns aptly described it,
a year of "challenge and change." Some 30
local businesses opened or expanded during
1986, and there is certainly the promise of
more business growth during 1987. The open-
ing of a new Jreck's Subs is expected short-
ly; a downtown mall is expected to open in
the former Montgomery -Ward building; and
The First National Bank of Norfolk expects
an early summer opening of its new facility
io be built on Outer Market Street.

transformed to a service economy, there will
be fewer and fewer of the "old" jobs
available, but there will also be a need for
workers to fill the*"new" job slots. l

While Potsdam and its immediate en-
virons escaped the brunt of 1986's bad
economic news — plant closings and loss of
jobs in Massena — it is clear that the village
needs to continue to plan effectively for the
future.

Change is coming to the North Country, to
Potsdam and surrounding communities,"and
'.vith that change come the c

Second

Thoughts...

BY BETSY BAKER

i Sky watcners nave oeen able to
feast their eyes while freezing their
toes this last week. The cold
temperatures give the night sky an
added brilliance — constellations
seem brighter, closer — and ttrer
moon shines night and morning.

Otherwise, the cold is a royal
pain — literally. Mouse and I went
walking on Monday afternoon,
before night and the temperature
fell too far. He started off cheerful-
ly enough, dragged me across the
street, plowed nose-first through
the snow, dashed along a driveway,
around a corner and into some
startled college students (I didn't
see it, but I heard the girls' shriek-
ing and Mouse's delighted bark-
ing), swung around some shrubs
and behind a bush, and came back
to where I waited for him.

Then the cold hit him. Panting;;
he sat down and looked up at me as
if to say, "What is this? I can't
breathe." A moment's rest seemed
to restore him, so on we went, but it
was an abbreviated walk, not our
usual long trek.

Those inclined to nail-biting
could have gnawed their nails to
the elbow at Saturday' night's
Potsdam Bears-Albany State
basketball game. I didn't start to.
breathe until the second half, when
the Bears held on to win.

It wasn't a'game for the faint-
hearted; for me, who likes a com-
fortable 30 or 40 point cushion, it
was downright scary. But the
Bears came through and will face
the next big challenge — Platt-

. sburgh — on Wednesday night.
On the high school front, the

Stoners bounced back nicely on
Saturday with a win over Tupper
Lake after Wednesday's loss to
Norwood-Nor/olk. Wednesday's
game was a nail-biter too — it was
lots warmer in the Stoners' gym
than it was outdoors.

Dan Wi l l iams has sa id
everything that needs to be said
about post-game behavior. I'll add
only this, by way of a general
observation: Our children's
behavior reflects what we have
taught — or failed to teach — them.

Corrections

While accuracy is a basic princi-
ple of journalism, mistakes
sometimes occur.

It is the policy of the Courier
Freeman to correct factual errors.

Readers are encouraged to call
the Courier's editorial office at 265-
6000 if they" have personal
knowledge of such errors. v

Readers are also asked to call
with "news tips" or news stories
they believe will be of interest to
pur readers.

In the engagement announce-
ment for Scott Holden and Barbara
Bisnett appearing in the Jan. 20
issue of the Courier and Freeman,
the name of the mother of the
bride-to-be was incorrectly stated.

The future bride's mother is
Veronica Bisnett.

If children don t know that it's send it in again,
wrong to damage or destroy the —
property of others, the adults
responsible for them must make
that point clear.

Dare I ask if football season is
finally over now? I did watch the
Super Bowl on Sunday; having
predicted that the Giants would win
I felt I had to check it out.

Old Nellybelle, bless her points
and pistons, has thus far sailed
through the cold snap with energy
and determination — unlike a few
of her newer counterparts, who left
their owners, standing in the cold.

Nellybelle started right up, even,
at -22, and she never faltered. Of
course she's a bit uneasy about
speeds in excess of 20 mph., but I
managed to coax her to shift gears,
and before I knew it we were tootl-
ing along at 40.

Ruth Spurbeck writes that her
daughter, Susan Webb, has signed
a contract with the Metropolitan
Opera as a prompter "and is very
happy there."

"When you turn on 'Tannhauser'
on Jan. 31st, you will hear 'promp-
ter Susan Webb,'" Ruthnotes.

It was more than two basketball
teams going head to head when the
Bears met Albany oh Saturday, it
was a battle of the trainers as well.

At one end of the court was Pete
Farrell, longtime Bears' trainer;
at the other was his daughter, Mar-
ci, student trainer for Albany for
the Saturday game.

Albany reviewer Scott Cantrell
has noted the participation of
Crane musicians in a recent
premiere performance of "The
Passion of Mother Ann" performed
at Albany State.

Cantrell writes in the Albany
Times Union, "The orchestra, from
the Crane.,School of Music of the
State University College at
Potsdam, acquit ted itself
honorably under the baton of
(Dean) Thomas Tyra."

"Mother Ann" will be performed
locally in a concert version, as
described elsewhere this week.

"When you get that error
message, Dan," I said, "make sure
you go back to the VDT and resend
whatever it was you were working
on."

My comment, in my best stern,
editorial manner, followed the
disappearance from the VDT
screen of some of Dan Williams'
hard work — he had "sent" the
story, but didn't notice the error
message (beep-beep-beep-beep-
beep) and the letters that flashed at
the bottom of the screen.

I went back to my own machine,
but I didn't take my own advice. I
cleared my screen, and sent to obli-
vion 17 inches of community
events.

As best I could, I reconstructed
them, but if you've sent the Courier
an event dated after Feb. 3 and you
don't see it in the paper this week

Mike Griffin has a problem.
There's two of him. Or rather
there's two people named Mike
Griffin in the area. One of them
trims the hooves of cattle. One of
them doesn't.

Michael P. Griffin, now of
Clarkson University, was formerly
the Chamber of Commerce's ex-
ecutive coordinator, Michael P.
Griffin, who doesn't trim cattle
hooves, has been getting phone
calls'intended for Michael R. Grif-
fin, who does trim cattle hooves.

Seems Michael R. is newly arriv-
ecT in the area, and his phone
number isn't listed in the direc-
tories yet.

Potsdam girls basketball team
faces Tupper Lake on Wednesday
night in the Stoners gym. Good
luck, girls.

Early risers get bonuses of many
different kinds. There's that
delicious quiet before the rest of the
household wakes up; or the look of
the slowly lightening sky as the
stars fade; or especially the
movements of a shy, red cardinal
as he cracks sunflower seeds under
the feeder.

My nomination for tackiest new
product to arrive on the scene in at
least 50 years? It has to be the
video cassette that features a
"friend" you can talk to. All you
have to do is follow the "script —
when he asks you about your folks,
for example, he pauses to give you
time to answer.

I wonder if the time will come
when we lose the ability to talk to
real people — after all, a TV friend
can't say anything to hurt us or
make us angry, but he can't say
anything to give us great joy either.
It's a funny world we live in.

NEWSBRIEF
EnerRoyal Technologies Cor-

poration, represented locally b.y
Breckenridge Co., Potsdam, has
been named the only furnace firm
to receive a 1986 national award for
energy innovation from the U.S.
Department of Energy.

EnerRoyal received the award
for the use of its ComfortPlus (TM)
add-on unit in a residential oil
heating project. The awards are
designed to encourage the sharing
of unique, energy-saving ac-
complishments and technologies
among state and local govern-
ments and the private sector.

The heating project in an upstate
New York home achieved a 50 per-
cent decrease in fuel oil consump-
tion. Through patented wet conden-
sing technology, EnerRoyal's Com-
fortPlus add-on unit utilized almost
all of the oil heat normally lost out
the chimney. ComfortPlus is the
only known flue gas condensing
unit that can be added on to an ex-
isting furnace, according to Ener-
Royal.

beds. Special thanks to Betty
Rowe, Elsie Kristiansen and Edith
Pierre for their timely applications
of liquid fertilizer. We are ap-
preciative of the strong right arm
of Paul Gallagher.

Even though they were never
called on (did you ever see so much
rain?) the following members of
Potsdam's youth stood ready to
help with watering. They include
David Kreuger, Kelley Talcott,
Jody Williams, Todd Ablowitz,
Kristin Gravender, Chris Ann
Lewis and Kevin Talcott.

Ruth Spurbeck
Potsdam Garden Club
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i W l lu :
We wish to thank our fellow Nor-

wood Republicans for their strong
support at the caucus meeting.
Because of the weather conditions,
we were certainly surprised to see
71 voters attend this meeting. We
thank you' again for your strong
support and look forward to serv-
ing the Village of Norwood.

Republican Mayoral Candidate
— MarkTebo;

Republican Trustee Candidates
— Robert C. Haggett and John
Murray.

Robert C.Haggert
14 Morgan St.

Norwood

Members Sought
To the Editor:
. The 459th Bomb Group, 15th Air

Force, in Italy during WWII, is try-
ing to contact former members.
Your help will not only be ap-
preciated by those already located
but also by those former members
in your area who are unaware of
our present existence.

K.W.Magee
708MesquiteDr.

Cottonwood, Ariz., 86326
602-634-3504

Thanks For Donations
To the Editor:

We would like to take this op-
portunity to thank you for your con-
tribution to pur Christmas pro-
gram. Without the generosity of the
local citizens of the Norwood-
Norfolk area we could not carry on
our program.

This year we were able to give
food baskets to 154 families with 543
people and toys were given to 169
children.

Thank you again for your help
and generosity in our program. Our
program goes on throughout the
year.if you have any needs or know
someone in need, please fell free to
contact us.

Thank you,
Mrs. Helen Hollinger, Sect.

, Norwood-Norfolk

Neighborhood Center

Outside Inspections
Of Schools Needed
To the Editor:

Thanks to the good Lord, the
Adams Central School blowup took
no lives. — - -

In my opinion, this is another ex-
ample of the inadequacy of the
State Education Department. They
are an entity of their own. Their ap-
pointed inspectors, generally their
superintendents of building and
grounds, are not up to date on fire
prevention. Their fire inspection,
and building inspections should fall
under the State Department of Fire
Prevention and Building Codes.

There are detectors, gas sensing,
which should be mandated for all
as burning appliances. Had Adams
Central had a gas detector or detec-
tors with proper installation, and in
proper working order, there is a 95
percent chance their school would
still be there.

The parents of the children in
school should push for outside, or
code enforcement officials' inspec-
tions of their schools.

Herbert 6, Crump
Code Enforcement

Official
Village of Potsdam

Proper Beha vior?
To the Editor:

On January 21, 1987 a basketball
game against Norwood was played
at Potsdam High School. The Nor-
wood basketball team expressed
their sportsmanship by destructive
behavior in the Potsdam High
School. Members of the team caus-
ed damage to the girls locker room
.lockers, bulletin boards, Sandstone
signs, and soaped student lockers.
Obviously the coach of the team
felt they didn't need a babysitter in
the locker room, and was sure that
his players knew how to behave. As
a school and team the Potsdam
High School faculty, staff, super-
visors, and students were very
disappointed in the other team.

Too often little respect is paid to
property, that belongs to others.

Hopefully amends will be made for
behavior like this.

L.Bartlett

Donations Appreciated
To The Editor:

Congratulations to all the
volunteers who gave time, food,
money and expertise to the 1986
Potsdam Area Christmas Pro-
gram. Thanks to the Village of
Potsdam, Potsdam State and the
American LegjtiN|Auxiliary for
space vital for impmaentation of
the toy collection, SWfage and
repair.;. Santa's Workshop; and
food basket collection, storage and
distribution.

Major activities contributing to

and $473.75 were collected from
merchants and community
residents. During October and
November, Alpha Phi Omega
Fraternity, John Murphy Home in
Madrid and the Steven Deshane
family renovated toys. Food drive
Nov. 8 was organized by James
Hendershot, community service
worker, Potsdam Interfaith Com-
munity Service Council, and car-
ried out by Phi Kappa Sigma, Tau
Kappa Epsilon, Lambda Phil
Delta, Phi Kappa Pi, Delta Stgma
Phi, Tau Epsilon Phil, Delta Zeta,
Alpha Delta Kappa, Order of Pro-
r r i f ' . h t ' i i P h i O r " K p - i l n r \ I » ; H ,

.' i lmil.>.••]• ;

i'\ind was ,«i:;o received irom dn
Alpha Phi Omega sponsored pro-
ject and St. Mary's Church
Thanksgiving offering. On Dec. 2
the Newman Center annual doll
contest was held at Debra Drive.
Betty Rowe organized this year's
contest; 450 dolls were judged by
June Clark, Frances Cubley, Mary
English. On Dec. 5 we received
Canton-Po tsdam Hosp i ta l
Christmas Tree donations and $200
worth of new clothing from the
Lions Club. The next day Santa's
Workshop was decorated by
Sinclair Corners 4-H Club and com-
munity volunteers. Other organiza-
tion donations to Santa's Workshop
included wrapped gifts from Zonta,
Advent calendars from Sinclair
Corners 4-H, mittens, hats and
vests from Mayfield Apartment
and Debra Drive residents, mittens
from St. Mary's Mitten Tree, toys
and food from St. Lawrence County
Board of Realtors, shoes and
sneakers from the Family Shoe
Store.

Santa's Workshop, staffed with
community volunteers, was open
from Dec. 8-10. On Dec. 19 food
baskets were distributed; 18
Rotary Club members delivered
baskets to senior citizens. The
Potsdam Co-Op donated 20 five
pound bags of flour, Homestead
Dairies' over 100 half-gallons of
milk and Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, turkeys,
paper articles and miscellaneous
food for the baskets. Bread was
donated by P&C and Stroehmann's.
Last but not least, Lynn Matott and
her children made Christmas cards
to complete the festive baskets.

Potsdam Neighborhood Center
referred 10 families to the '
Presbyterian Church Christmas
program and 30 children to the an-
nual Alpha Kappa Psi Christmas
party.

Christmas 1986 served 188 low-
income families at Santa's
Workshop. Included were 488 peo-
ple and 300 children; 35 of these
children received new boot
vouchers to the Little Red Shoe
House and five families were refer-
red to the CORC Store for winter
jackets. Large food baskets were
packed and 44str4feutcd to 52 3cnior
citizen families and 85 families;
seven more families were given
food vouchers to-Super Duper plus
five'other meat vouchers to P&C.

The Committee thanks all of
those who participated in any way
in the Potsdam Area Christmas
Program, 1986. Your time, your
money, your hours of volunteer
work, all are appreciated. .

Thank you,
Betty Rush

For the
x k Christmas Committee

Let's Build A Golf
Course, Writer Says

Editor's Note: The following let-
ter was submitted for publication.
It appears in full text:
Dear Golfing Friend:

The St. Lawrence Golf and Coun-
try Club was shocked last year by
St. Lawrence University's an-
nouncement that they were taking
over the operation of the golf
course. Shock and disbelief were
registered by nearly everyone in
the area, golfers and non-golfers
alike.

But maybe, just maybe, that an-
nouncement carries with it a bless-
ing also! We now have to ask
ourselves, "What can WE do?"
What alternatives do we have?
Were we ever really satisfied with
our quarters, arrangements, and
our treatment by the University
Inn?

The obvious answer to "what can
we do" is: WE CAN BUILD OUR
OWN GOLF COURSE!!!! Let the
University have the course to do
whatever they want to with it.

Far Fetched? Not at all! An in-
s p i r e d g roup of C a n t o n
Businessmen did Just that nearly 60
years ago.

You say: "But times have chang-
ed." Sure they have! But haven't
obstacles meant to be surmounted.
We shouldn't be any more afraid of
the challenge than they were then.

Your next question is: "How
would we get enough money to

build a Golf Course??" The answer
is quite simple. Form a corporation
and sell stock. Everyone knows
how successful the Malorie
Municipal Course has been. They
have now outgrown the original 18
holes and are now in the process of
constructing another 18 holes. If
you were offered stock in that
Malone Club now, would you be in-
terested? Sure you would! I bet
there wouldn't be more than a
handful of refusals in the whole
North Country!

I have discussed this "seemingly
Far-Fetched" idea with several
men and women. The response has
been overwhelmingly in favor of it.
One man's immediate answer was

tured solicitation program (letters,
advertising, and personal con-
tacts) we would have little difficul-
ty in reaching our goal.

Remember the Canton Hospital
Campaign? Everyone certainly got
behind it and supported it. The Golf
Course Project would, in a sense,
be an endeavor that the North
Country could be proud of, and,
realize a return from also.

Location? I would suggest a loea-
tion between Canton and
Ogdensburg. Why? Several
reasons. Many of the Ogdensburg
Golfers are not satisfied with their

I'.II
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iayout. Also, Lhe proximity to the
Ogdensburg Bridge to Canada
would enable us to actively seek
tournaments and greens fees,
players and memberships from
Canada.

The thing to do now is GET
STARTED!!! Nothing was ever ac-
complished by saying it can't be
done — It will take too long — or it's
tqo much work!

I need input from you, your
friends, anybody. Please let me
know what you think. I am not thin-
skinned, and, will welcome any
suggestions "in favor of, or, oppos-
ed."

GustaveHedlund
Apt.6F

37 Riverside Dr.
Canton, 13617

379-9148

Academics Important
To the Editor:

I would like to urge all parents to
call, write, or otherwise notify their
school administration that we
would like the academic schedule
or students considered when the
sports section, ours is Section X,
sets up the sports schedule of
events.

W$th colleges insisting now on
academic minimum s as well as
talent, it is time that our Section
chiefs also remember academics
are important. There should not be
sporting events the night before
mid-term exams or oh days when
the SAT exam is given. In the north
country, it is not unusual for
students to ride the bus an hour or
two each way besides the game
time itself.

Parents can change the current
practice of ignoring the scholastic
program of a school by contacting
your officials and insisting that
they consider their school schedule
before they approve the sports
schedule that the Section sets up
for them. Silence on our part
means approval.

Thank you,
William and
Sandra Kerr

Public Hearings Set

To the Editor:
There will be two public hearings

before the Potsdam Village Board
on Monday, Feb. 2,1987, beginning
at 7 p.m., in the Civic Center board
room.

The public hearings are:
— 7 p.m. - Shall the village

transfer $2,000 from Capital Equip-
ment Repair Fund to the General
Fund so the snow blower and Fire
Department radio can be repaired?

- 7:15 p.m. - Shall the village
amend or change the Municipal
Code in order to delete reference to
the New York Fire Underwriters
Company?

Very truly yours,
Paul J. Claffey, Mayor

Village of Potsdam

8 Bicen tennial En tries
To the Editor:

The Village of Potsdam is very
pleased that a least eight of our
high school students are preparing
entries in the National Bicentennial
Writing Composition in.celebration
of the 200th anniversary of the
United States Constitution.

The subject of each of the papers
is "The Constitution: How Does the
Separation of Powers Help Make it
Work?" The top prize is $10,000
with first, second and third prizes
for the best paper submitted in
each state.

We applaud and support our
students in giving their best to win
this contest. Their efforts resound
to the benefit of Potsdam and they
deserve our help. Anyone who
might know of research material
that would be of value, but which is
not generally available, is urged to
contact Mr. Huntley, the high
school principal, at 265-2000.

Very truly yours,
Paul J.Ctaffey, Mayor

Village of Potsdam

The Courier-Freeman welcomes letters from
widen. , . . ,

The writer must sign his or her name in original
ink (duplicated letters will not be printed) and must
give complete address and telephone number
fhraugh which the letter may be verified prior to

publication.
Names of letter writers will not be withheld.
Letters should be typed double spaced if possible,

or neatly written or printed. Letters should not ex-
ceed m words (approximately two and one half
typewritten pages).


