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Keep Doors Open
Potsdam village,trustees Monday night

kept the door open to a future takeover of the
village's-hydroelectric project. Over Mayor
Paul Claffey's objections, the trustees
agreed informally to consider Adirondack
Hydro Development Corporation's letter of
intent to operate the village's hydro plant.

While there was no formal action, and
nothing binding in the trustees' discussion,
we believe the village should continue to ex-
plore its options with regard to the hydro
plant.

A letter of intent, the next logical step in
hydro facility planning, would still not bind
the village to accept Adirondack Hydro's
proposal. What it would do is allow Adiron-
dack Hvdro to explore further the feasibility

west channel of the Racquette River.
Under the firm's plan, Adirondack Hydro

would lease both sites and operate the two
facilities as one project, with a portion of the
profits going to the village as payment of the
lease.

Mayor Claffey contends that since the
village's consultants have advised the
village to continue operating its own hydro
plant, the letter of intent idea should be aban-
doned.

We disagree. The history of hydro plant
troubles grows longer daily, and the end to
those troubles may come in a courtroom, not
the village board room. But we believe the
village should persevere, should continue to
look for ways to make the hydro plant more
o r M M t ; t h U C o n s i d e r i n g it l e t ( e r o f i n t e n t m : " ,

1987 The Year
To the Editor:

1987 is a year to expose those in
office in St. Lawrence County that
are putting themselves above the
law. And we need the Forum pro-
gram to talk about these things.
Some people think it was taken off
because people were speaking out.

I think that's good.
If someone hurts you and you

can't express yourself and feelings
and get help then someone is stopp-
ing us and holding us back because
it could hurt them in return.

Joseph Laraby

Blocking Funds Worst
JTotheEditor:

The population of the planet
earth in 1930 was two billion. By
1975, it had doubled to four billion.
Last week, the number of people on
earth reached five billion, which
many scientists consider the max-
imum carrying capacity of our
planet. It is estimated that there
will be eight billion people here by
2025. For these reasons, and others,
I'm thankful that on Jan. 22, 1973,
the Supreme Court decided that
abortion should be legalized. Since
that time, we can truly control how
many children we bring Into this
world. Contraception Is instrumen-
tal in this task, but it isn't 100 per-
i>.-n' *.-ff(.".tivf- — In fa':' one '.hire! o'

Once there we checked into a
motel which offered a reduced rate
per night. The only added conve-
nience we had was a television to
occupy our time.

It wasn't until we had to travel to
the cancer treatment center that I
learned of the Buffalo Hope Lodge.
The concept of the Hope Lodge was
still unclear and I needed to have it
explained even further.

After we had a chance to settle
in, I contacted Social Services,
which was able to explain Hoe
Lodge to me. They contacted The
Lodge, who in turn placed us on a
waiting list. Seven days later, my
sister and I were able to move into
the Buffalo Hope Lodge.

The staff showed genuine con-
cern for every patient that walked
through their door. I soon realized
it wasn't just another place to stay,
instead we were made to feel like
family.

To our amazement, the Buffalo
Hope Lodge provided many ser-
vices for the cancer patient. Along
with free accommodations there is
a library, a lounge, a laundry, a
dining room, and a community kit-
chen where guests may prepare
their own meals.

The many volunteers who help
staff the Hope Lodge need to b#
commended for their time and ef-
forts. When a patient needs to
travel to the treatment center ir,-.

women who suffered the cruelty of
back alley abortions.

Women-teenagers with in-
complete education, working
women struggling to support their
families, victims of rape and
incest-can choose whether to con-
tinue a pregnancy, or not.

The law of the land now
recognizes that pregnancy is an in-
tensely private matter which must
be left up to the woman involved. It
is a moral and physical matter, and
each woman will make her own
decision based on her own beliefs
and personal circumstances. It is a
brave decision and thousands of
women made the decision even
when illegality made it unsafe,
even fatal. It is fitting that in a
society that is pluralistic and
respects the individual, this choice
is now a safe one for women.

We celebrate the Roe vs. Wade
decision as a milestone for women.
We invite you to join us: you may
contact us at St. Lawrence County
Friends of Choice, Box 341, Canton,
13617.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Hernandez

Carmen Stuart
Dee Ann Patterson

Vickie Cole
Arthur Siebert

Helga Stuart
Lucia Dailey

B ron wynne Cosgrove
' fa I \
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Second

Thoughts...

In the vernacular, the undefeated
Potsdam Sandstoner roundballers
dodged a bullet Friday night, in the
form of a pumped up Canton team.
While hearts were stopping in the
bleachers, the Stoners were com-
posing themselves for a win.

This week's action looms even
larger — the Stoners meet N-N
Wednesday night for the first time
this season. It's a home game for
the Stoners, and fans of both teams
are urged to come out and support
their favorites.

Sports editor Dan Williams
makes a good point in his column
this week — it's time for the
Potsdam community to support its
high school teams.

I'm making no predictions on
Wednesday night — but I do like a
good defensive tussle.

This weekend Albany State's
Danes travel to Potsdam to face
the Bears. For excitement, it'll be
hard to top that game.

Super Bowl Sunday is "fast ap-
proaching, and local fans are lay-
ing in supplies of edibles and
potables for the long afternoon and
evening.

I'm not, a football fan — in fact,
the last team I rooted for was the
Green Bay Packers, and that's one
long time ago. And given my
druthers, I'd probably find another
channel to watch on Sunday. But
predictions are the order of the
day, so here's mine: the Giants by
10.

When my phone rang the other
night, I braced myself for the usual
"sorry-to-bother-you-at-home-
but..." call that is the bane of
newspaper editors. At the other end
of our connection was a sweet-
voiced young thing with a gently
southern accent. She was also,
without exception, the most obnox-
ious magazine salesperson I have
ever encountered.

She began by asking me if I am
happy with the magazines I now
subscribe to. Yes, I am. Would I
like to receive (insert any four
magazine names here) for five
years at only $1.78 per week. No, I
would not. Then she shifted into
high gear.

"'Well, Mrs. Baker, don't you
believe you could receive at least
$1.78 worth of value per week for
each and every one of these
magazines?"

Perhaps I could, but I don't want
the magazines.

"Well, Mrs. Baker, we're sen-
ding you 'Blither,' 'Peach Pickers'
Annual,' 'Modern Trash' and
'Frontiers Of Neurotic Behavior'
this week; you'll be getting a card
in the mail."

..- But I don't want the magazines
and I don't want you to send them
tome.

"Well, Mrs. Baker, once you
begin receiving your magazines
we're so sure you'll be delighted

. with them that we're going to offer
you a chance to renew all your ex-
isting subscriptions at less than the
newsstand price."

But I don't want the magazines.

"Well, Mrs. Baker, you'll be
receiving a card in the mail later
this wgek, and then we'll be sen-'
ding you our handy coupon book so
that you can keep track of your
payments."

But you don't understand. I don't
want the magazines. If you send
them to me I will send them right
back to you. I will not pay you $1.78
a week. I will notpay you anything.
And if you don't hang up right now I
will be speaking not to you, but to
your supervisor.

Frost on the phone line, ice in the
voice. "I see," she said. "Thank
you very much."

I sympathize with anyone's ef-
forts to find work. It's not easy to
sell by phone. But if the potential

' buyer is obviously not interested...

Lisa Walker, a Potsdam College
student intern in journalism, has
joined the Courier this semester.
We welcome her. ,

Old Nellybelle has a shudder in
her belly that bodes no good, I fear.
While I was musing on her
troubles, I began to wonder why
automotive terminology is so in-
timidating, so awe-inspiring. How
can one speak lightly of the Master
Cylinder, for example, or the
Universal Joint? Then there's,
Power Steering and Cruise Control.'
It's a mystery to me.

Sunflower seeds on display in the
grocery store caught my eye last
week, so I bought a bag and scat-
tered a couple handfuls of seed on
the ground near the bird feeder. A
scant half hour later, hearing
"Pretty-pretty-pretty-pretty-
pretty-pretty" from the back yard,
I went outdoors to find my elusive
friend. High in the cedar trees he
was hidden. As I scanned the sky
and watched for moving tree bran-
ches, I saw nothing, but he con-
tinued to sing. I went indoors and
waited quietly by the window.

In a few minutes, a brilliant red
male cardinal alighted on the
ground and began to pick over the
sunflower seeds. His mate stayed
nearby. Soon they switched places
— she began to feed on the ground
while he kept watch above.

In the early morning, the car-
dinals are bolder. Just as the sky
lightens they'll come to the feeder
for the seeds.

There are some uses for a dog,
even such a one as Mouse. When a
gallon of milk slipped through my
stiff, early-morning fingers and hit
the kitchen floor with a splat,
Mouse was right there to lick up
most of what spilled. He was more
energetic than efficient, though;
the floor still required -mopping.

Thomas the no-longer-kitten is in
the doghouse. He jumped from
floor to window seat and dumped a
jade tree all over the floor, scatter-
ing dirt and leaves far and wide.

Meandering through the "Ps" in
the dictionary last week, I. came
upon puissant, a favorite word of
mine.

From the French, it means
powerful, but I always think of it as
describing a high-born Frenchman
of the early Renaissance — one
who would survey his lands from
an outcropping of rock, the wind
ruffling his hair.

•' Whyizzit that teenagers wait un-
til dinner is all ready to go on the
table before they tell you they'd
rather Have something else?

Vaccine Clinics
St, Lawrence County Public

Health Nursing Service, as part of
its prevention health care pro-
gram, will offer the pneumococcal
vaccine at the following clinics:

— From 9:30 a.m. to noon Jan. 22
at the Baldwin Acres community
room in Norwood.

— From 9:30 to noon Jan. 29 at
Norfolk Senior Housing.

This vaccine is indicated for im-
munization against diseases caus-
ed by pneumococcus and is.
available to all persons 55 years of
age and older.

Persons from ages 18 to 54 will be
given the vaccine if their medical
history indicates a need for it.

If under 18 years old, the in-
dividual would need his or her
private physician's signed request
for this immunization.

Anyone who has had a previous
pneumococcal vaccine should not
come to this clinic.

The New York State Department
of Health mandates that a parent
or guaridan must accompany a
child and sign for the immunization
received.

A donation of $3 will be accepted
to help defray the high cost of the
vaccine.

COMPLETES COURSE
Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class

Richard W. Johnston, who wife,
Diane, is the daughter of John I.
Dalland of Potsdam, has com-
pleted the advanced first term
avionics (aviation electronics)
course.

Corrections

While accuracy is a basic princi-
ple of journalism, mistakes
sometimes occur.

It is the policy of the Courier-
Freeman to correct factual errors.

Readers are encouraged to call
the Courier's editorial office at 265-
6000 if they have personal
knowledge of such errors? •'

Readers are also asked to call
with "news tips" or news stories
they believe will be of interest to
our readers. .

In a caption for a photograph ap-
pearing hi the Dec. 30 issue of the
Courier and Freeman, Jim Hewey
was incorrectly identified as com-
mander of the local American
Legionpost.

Hewey was chairman for the
• event indicated in the caption. Jack

Lavine is the current post com-
mander.

Many people have little or no con-
trol over their reproductive lives or
the number of children they wish to
bear. In China, where over popula-
tion is a long standing problem,
couples are only allowed to have
one child — they are ridiculed,
scorned and taxed if they have
more. In many countries, birth con-
trol is not widely available and is
discouraged, or banned by some
religious leaders. We all know how
uncontrolled population growth has
created starvation, homelessness,
poverty and disease in many of the
poorer countries. In Canada, the
courts decide who will receive
abortion services, and here in the
United States many government
employees, including military and
their spouses, as well as Medicaid
patients in many states, have had
no, insurance coverage for this
operation.

Since the Supreme Cout decision
in.1973, there has been an all out at-
tack on safe, legal abortion by a
minority determind that their
values should be1 the law for all.
They have tried many approaches
including changing the constitu-
tion, setting up their own political
party, denying family planning
funds to any clinic that includes
abortion among its alternative
solutions to unwanted pregnancy,
harassment of women entering
facilities where abortions, are per-
formed and bombing of clinics. All
this, when the operation is legal; is
safer than having a child, an ap-
pendix out or tonsils removed; and
gives individuals control over their
own bodies, and their own lives.
The worst thing, I believe, that the
anti-abortion, anti-birth control,
anti-sex education, pro-life and
right-to life, people have done is
block family planning funds to the
developing nations, where birth
control is most desperately needed.
I hope they are ready, for the
crunch that started last week.

LukeDailey
Parishville

Moral Degeneracy
Ta the Editor:

"Righteousness exalteth a na-
tion; but sin is a reproach to any
people." Proverbs 14:34

As we are reminded of that
dreadful day in the history of our
country, Jan. 22, 1973, could it be
this is God's Word to our nation?
We are witnessing a sin of "putrid
moral degeneracy" by allowing the
Supreme Court to maintain the
decision to permit aborticide on de-
mand.

The decaying effects of
humanism are taking their toll on
society. The humanist has no
recourse to the supernatural and
claims the answers lie within
himself. Because of this, he has lost
the value of the sanctity of life,
leaving himself at the mercy of
others who think with like values.

There are pools of blood from
children and adults murdered by
many an assassin who are going
unrequited. This in effect deter-
mines man is cheap. Today,
however, we speak of the ocean of
blood from the murder of unborn
children. The blood that cries from
the trash. bins of our sterile
operating rooms and dipsty dump-
sters that life within reach of abor-
ticide clinics.

"The wicked shall be turned unto
hell, and all the nations that forget
God." Psalm 9:17

Our prayer for the people of this
land, reflecting on Psalm 9:20, is
that God would "Put the fear of the
Lord, Jehovah in us: that we may
know ourselves to be but men and
humbly call upon Him for
deliverance from this awful rule
that hangs over us, in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ," which br-
ings to pass continually a

comtortably knowing someone is
there at any time of the day. •

I have been an American Cancer
Society volunteer for St. Lawrence
County for several years. I've
worked very hard to help. raise
money for cancer research, educa-
tion, and patient care, yet I didn't
know The Lodges existed until now.

Therefore, I felt a personal
obligation to let the public know
what a Hope Lodge is as well as
what it can do for cancer patients. .
There are four Hope Lodges, one in
Binghamton, Buffalo, Poughkeep-
sie, and Rochester. Syracuse has
just been given permission to
establish their own Hope Lodge.

When it came time for me to
leave my sister I felt very much at
ease knowing she would be given
the best of care. If you would like to
know more about Hope Lodges,
contact the American Cancer
Society offices at 9 Hammond
Drive, Canton, N.Y., or call 386-
8249.

Pauline Pernice
Residential Chairperson—Norfolk

NorfolkTNY 13667
384-4931

Thanks For Care
TotheEditor:

This is an open letter to Wheeler
Maynard Jr., administrator of the
United Helpers Nursing Home hi
Canton.
Dear Mr. Wheeler:

We would like to take this op-
portunity to commend you on your
very cooperative, caring, loving
staff. •

While our Mom, Carmel Ford
Cayey, was a patient for two years
and two months in your home, we
were exposed to some of the most
wonderful nursing staff, ad-
ministration, housekeeping staff,
office personnel, kitchen staff and
maintenance people that anyone
could wish to be around. We visited
Mom often during that time and we
always had pleasant visitations
and it made us feel good that the
people who were with her all the
time loved her so much.

We were by Mom's dying bedside
from Dec. 19 until she died
Christmas morning. The nursing
care and T.L.C. she received dur-
ing that week was spectacular!
And, we would like to mention how
caring the rest of your staff was to
check in on Mom, and to see us,
give Mom a kiss and go out with
tears. Those people are caring!

That, Mr. Maynard, is what
makes your nursing home such a
wonderful home for people like
Mom who could no longer be in h^r'
own home.
v We want, also, to thank everyone
at United Helpers who treated all of
us so well during Mom's last week.
We had coffee served to us at all
times, we could go into Bob's office
fo&a break out of Mom's room, and
our meals were excellent.
Everything that was done for Mom
and, as we say, "all of her gang"
was greatly appreciated, and we
hope you know we mean that from
the bottom of our hearts!

We only wish the people who
complain about nursing homes
could have the pleasant ex-
periences that we had with your
nursing home. Never during one of
our visits, nor during the week we
were there night and day did we
ever see or hear anyone spoken
harshly to. As we said so often that
week, "your people deserve gold
medals."

We're so grateful for everything
you did for Mom and us. In ap-
preciation, we are:

Gormand and Liz Ford
Francis and Connie Hatch

Bill and Lorraine Ford
Kermlt and Arletha Ford

Hank and Diane Ford
Larry and Carol Ford
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silent
holocaust'. " • — .-r.

Yourstruly, Right To Choose
Roland and Shirley Renaud "

Canton

Hope Lodges Help
To the Editor:

Recently my sister was diagnos-
ed as having cancer which, un-
fortunately, is not new to my fami-
ly. She was told she would need to
travel to Buffalo to receive treat-
ment. I decided to accompany her.

To the Editor:
We invite our neighbors to join us

in celebrating the anniversary of
the 1973 Supreme Court decision
legalizing a woman's right to
choose an abortion. Since that time
a woman in the United States has
the right to control her own
reproductive destiny-. This choice
has saved the lives of thousands of

•.I1HHI1

Elizabeth N. Wells
Jack M. Wells

Peter D.Schllchting
KayDePerno

Cathie E.Larson
MaryBoyd

VickiVanOrnum
Seliner G.Larson

Care For Homeless
TotheEditor:

As I was walking to the bus stop"
Jan. 5 at 6:30 a.m. I came across a
very thin man who was spending
the night in the doorway of an _
apartment building. He had a ' '
plastic bag on the floor next to him
and had no hat or gloves bul had
long, white hair. I know that en-
tryway is windy and the floor no
doubt is wet from daytime winter .
traffic;

The day before I had seen an ex-
pensive, fancy-looking commenda-
tion award from New York State to
a volunteer group that runs a
shelter for the homeless.

I think it is the height of
hypocrisy for the state to do that
since they do not have the will to
care for our homeless!

If I were a legislator or a public
official on any level and had the
power to make the situation better
I would hate to have It on my cons-
cience when I get into my warm
bed at night that I do not use that
power!

Mary Rita Crowe
Rochester

5 Days Needed
TotheEditor:

The Village of Potsdam Planning
Board has adopted a policy which
requires that any plan or permit
application which is to be reviewed
by the Planning Board must be sub-
mitted for inclusion on the agenda
to the Code Enforcement Officer at
least five working days before the
scheduled meeting.

The Planning Board meets every
second and fourth Tuesday of each
month. This means that agenda
items (e.g., all sign permits,
special use permits, site plan
reviews, etc.) must be submitted
by the previous Wednesday.

We appreciate the cooperation of
all concerned.

Sincerely
Richard W. Johnson II

Chairman, Potsdam
Housing Authority

Save Concert Funds
To The Editor:

I am writing this letter regarding
a serious problem to those who
have enjoyed live professionally
performed music at the Norwood
Village Green Concert Series dur-
ing the past 14 years. The Norwood
Village Green Concert Series has-1"
been funded with grants from the
Music Performance Trust Funds at
approximately $1,200 per year and
the Music Performance Trust
Funds are in danger.

The Music Performance Trust
Funds were the result of an agree-
ment between the Recording In-
dustry and the American Federa-
tion of Musicians in which the
record companies would support
l ive pe r fo rmances . These
agreements were instituted in the
early 1940's. The result of these
funds and other public per-
formances have been made possi-
ble in the United States and Canada
during the past 38 years.,

In current labor negotiations the
Recording Industry is trying to
eliminate contributions to the
Fund. Unless we' (the audience)
can do something immediately to
persuade the record companies to
continue to support the Trust
Funds they will no longer be
available. An infinitely small
percentage of record company
sales — less than one third of one
percent is contributed annually to
the Trust Functliy the record com-
panies.

The way in which the audience
can help is to write letters to the in-
dividual record companies. If you
are interested please call me at 353-
2437 evenings and I will supply you
with the names and addresses of
the record companies and other in-
formation.

Sincerely,
Joseph M.Liotta

The Courier-Freeman welcomes letters from
readers.

The writer must sign his or her name In original
ink (duplicated letters will not be printed) and must
[We complete address and telephone number

i the letter may be verified prior to

vpublication.
Names of letter writers will not be withheld.
Letters should be typed double spaced if possible,

or neatly written or printed. Letters should not ex-
ceed 2B0 words (approximately two and one half
typewritten pages).


