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Village Made Good Choice
At its Jan. 5 meeting, the Potsdam Village

Board of Trustees voted to change village
elections from March to November. The
change, in all likelihood, will not be im-
plemented until at least 1988.

Those who favor the change say that
holding village elections in November will
cost less, boost voter turnout and make it
easier for newly elected officials to par-
ticipate in the village budget preparation
process.

Those opposed say that local candidates
will get lost in the shuffle as they share the
November ballot with national and state can-
didates, that the party rather than the in-
dividual will decide who gets elected.

We believe that village officials have acted
','. i=elv in proposing the change to November
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March or November, local voters will still
vote for a candidate rather than a party;,
local voters will still know their candidates;
local voters will still turn out at the polls
when there are issues that are important to
them. . ... .-

Voter turnout in March tends to be light,
depending on the weather and the heat — or
lack thereof — of the issues. Local voters
might well have a renewed interest in the
political process — aided by the state and na-
tional elections — if local elections are mov-
ed to November. *

And there's another factor to be con-
sidered. These days, it's tough to get anyone,
let alone anyone qualified, to run for local of-
fices. Too many times, candidates run unop-
posed because there is no one who wants to
take on the job of tackling an incumbent or
getting his or her name and face before the
voters for the first time.

With local elections in November, there'll
be more competition for candidates. They'll
have to work harder to get their message
or ro: they'll h:ivo to be clear on the issue?
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they're there.
That may look like a minus, but it's not.

Competition is healthy. It may make good
candidates- work harder; it may also
discourage lazy, no-issue candidates! from
running at all.

• -s»

Second

Thoughts...

BY BETSY BAKER

Odd times we live in, to be sure.
Most people just throw away their
rust-spurting steam irons~y.or
crackling telephones, but if you're

-lucky toranlucky) enough tolive in
a part of Georgia that will remain
nameless, you can dispose of your
unwanted appliances in a new way.

For a price, you can take the ob:

ject of your dis-affection to an in-
door firing range, rent a sub-
machine gun and ammunition, and
blow to smithereens whatever's
vexing you.

I suppose venting your spleen on
a hapless toaster is better than tak-
ing a two-by-four to your .spouse or
the family pet, but isn't it rather
like dynamiting your kitchen to get
rid of a mouse?

And besides, the idea's not new at
all. Along about 1930 or so, when
my mother, her sister and brothers
were still living at home, their
parents decided to take a Sunday
afternoon ride. No sooner had the
old flivver left the driveway than
the siblingrswunginto action.

Down from the mantel they took
a long-despised clock (it noLonly
ticked loudly, it chimed each
quarter hour, and the younger
members of the family had had all
they they could stand of the noise),
and down the path they carried it,
setting it at last on the roof of the
old outhouse.

Next they took a rifle, and
pumped the timepiece full of holes,
making sure it would*never tick or
chime again. Just desserts, the
brothers and sisters thought,
although their parents did not
agree. And I wish they'd restrained
their impulse long enough for me to
inherit the thing — by today's stan-
dards it .would be a valuable anti-
que.

Monday night's non-league boy_s_
basketball game between Potsdam
and Heuvelton was almost as mueh
of an exercise in frustration as the
Saturday afternoon game between
the Potsdam Bears and Brockport
State.

On Monday night, the Stoners1

defense held Heuvelton to 33 points,
but Potsdam's offense was way off.
It is, of course, the measure of a
good team that they can play at
half-steam and still win. They'll
learn from Monday night and be
back on track when Massena
comes to town on Wednesday.

There should be a large crowd in
the Sandstoners' gym for that one.

The Bears and Brockport...too
clpse for comfort, mine at least.
But the Bears have a new face —
Carl Ross — and we'll be seeing
more of him, I'll bet. Matt Dyroff
looked good too.

Sports buffs have much to choose
from this week. The Bears are
home^wice; on Friday and Satur-
day; Stoner roundballers take on
Massena at home on Wednesday;

Stoners' hockey team matches up
with some top teams in the Booster
Club tourney, the Stoner girls play
basketball athome against Canton
on Thursday, and -Glarkson takes
on SLU in hockey at home.

The Stoner girls had a good win
against Malone last week. April
Dunn is turning out to be a pleasant
surprise for the basketball team..
Things are looking up for the girls;
hope they have a good season.

Oh, the perils of nearsightedness.
In a bit of a fog, glasses in my
bathrobe pocket, I wandered out to
the kitchen early one morning to
open the curtains and put the kettle
on to boil. I struck up a conversa:

tion with Thomas the cat, who
usually answers when spoken to,
but this morning he just sat there
on the floor. Puzzled, I put my
glasses on, looked down, and found
I had been talking to a soccer ball.

On Saturday morning, I was one
of the lucky parents to be treated to
breakfast cooked by my son and
other members of his 4-H Club
"foods in the morning" group. The
cooks got their preparations under-
way at 7:30 a.m. in Sherry
Theobald's pleasant kitchen; the
parents were to arrive at 9:30 for
breakfast.

Arrive we did, and found a feast.
We had fruit cup, poached eggs on
English muffins with cheese sauce,
two kinds of- muffins, homemade
granola, two kinds of juice, and cof-
fee. The food was scrumptious, the
table settings charming, the com-
pany good.

The best part, however, was not
breakfast, but watching our
teenagers working together to ac-
complish a set of tasks; enjoying
each other's company; serving

Jheir jjarents graciously and
solicitously; and learning a lot
about themselves and about living.

Many thanks to our kids, their 4-
H leaders, and to Sherry (leader
for the foods group) and Walt
Theobald for their hospitality.

Local weather statistician
Richard O'Hanlon, Jr. noted this
week that the recent snowfall has
left us with a total snow covr of 9.26
inches. Not bad at all for mid-
January.

Things are getting lively again
with the return of students for the
second semester. Somehow, things
just don't seem the same when the
students are away — oh, I know
what you're thinking, but I enjoy
life in a college town, and I'm
always glad to see the students
comeback. t

On Monday, I had a chance'to see
the module of moon rocks that will
be in th*custodjrof Lance Rudiger
for the next couple of weeks. It

Katie Says Thanks
To the Editor:

I'd like to thank all the people
who kindly donated money for my
trip to China. I greatly appreciated
the help and generosity.

My trip was a fantastic ex-
perience for me and I learned a lot
from it. My proudest moment was
the race. It was quite a thrill to
represent Potsdam, N.Y. and,
ultimately, America at Canton,
China. I cannot describe the feeling
when I crossed the finish line.

Thank you for making it happen.
Yours truly
Katie Tyler

Grateful For Support
To the Editor:

We feel fortunate to live in a car-
ing and supportive community like
Potsdam, and our daughter Katie's
recent trip to China to participate
in an international cross country
race really brought this home to us.
When Katie received the original
invitation from the International
Sports Exchange; we were very
concerned that she would be able to
raise the necessary funds in such a
short time. We needn't have wor-
ried, however, because the entire
community responded and helped
her In the project. When she left for
Seoul or, Christmas Day, the entire
amount had been donated

milk prices and higher taxes hinder
the farmer. Money is tight and
good paying jobs are few. What will
happen to taxes 20 percent — 30
percent increase? Will you change
your incinerator plans half way
through a project - what kind of
cost overruns, etc., will happen?

You know what I think will hap-
pen? The cost of picking up our gar-
bage is going to go up. When it gets
too expensive people will dump
their garbage where ever to save a
few bucks. An uncontrolled dump
breeds rats and with that a
pestilence will come. Just how
much was spent on rabies last
year?

Every community ought to have
a recycling center located at your
old landfill. Instead of burying the
garbage it is separated and recycl-
ed. As it was every landfill
employed two or three people and
heavy equipment so the cost of
operating, recycling and burying
ought to be comparable. This would
also keep the small garbage pickup
man in business. What isn't
salvageable is hauled to a com-
pressor and blocked. The blocked
garbage can then be taken to an
abandoned mine shaft and buried.
This could be done until the cost of
an incinerator can be figured out
without bleeding the taxpayers to
death.

Sincerely,

it be fenced. Are the local boards
and their friends exempt from this
edict?

It has come to my attention that a
well qualified code enforcement of-.
ficial in this area is about to be ter-
minated because he dared to de-
mand ajiupervisor and his friend to
fence their in-ground pools.

Where are the people who the
code enforcement officials have
helped?

The main concern of the code en-
forcement officials is life safety for
everyone, not just a certain few.

Citizens, please attend the board
meeting. Speak out with an overall
look at what our concerns are all
about.

Herbert G. Crump, President
St. Lawrence County

Code Enforcement Official

Team Members Sought
To the Editor:

The 517th Parachute Infantry
Regimental Combat - Team
Association will hold the next reu-
nion June 25-27, 1987, at the Turf
Inn, Wolf Road, Albany, N.Y.

This letter is part of our nation-
wide effort to locate former
members who served during World
War II. Our combat team was com-
posed of: 517th Parachute Infantry
Regiment, 596th Parachute
Engineer Company, and A6uth
Parachute Field Artillery Bn

seems like holding a piece of
•history in one's hand. !

The snow has meant sloppy going
underfoot and undertime. Drin'tyou
just love the motorists who! take a
corner at 40 mph. and drench,you
from head to toe with wet, dirty
slush?

I've seen a couple of near misses
on the crosswalk front, too. The law
Ts stilTthe law, winter or summer.

Recent news stories about the
disappearance of family dogs are
disquieting. The latest rash of
missing pooches seems to be in the
Ogdensburg area, but from time to
time, folks in this end of the county
have called to say they've lost a pet
without a trace.

Keep an eye on Fido.

One of the sights to be seen at
Saturday afternoon's Bears basket-
ball game was this: Brendan Mit-
chell patiently signing autographs
for.-a passel of young basketball
fans, some of them a good three
feet shorter than the Bears' star
senior.

Hanson Elected To
Alcohol Council

Dr. David Hanson, professor of
sociology at Potsdam College, has
been elected to the Board of Direc-

tors of the Alcohol and Substance^
Abuse Council of St. Lawrence
County.

Prof. Hanson is currently serving
as alcoholism and1 alcohol abuse
consultant for the third edition of
"Books for College Libraries," a
reference volume to be published
this year by the Association of Col-
lege and Research Libraries.

At the international level, Dr.
Hanson has accepted an invitation
to serve as consultant to .the
Alcohol Abuse Prevention Pro-
gram for Israeli Universities, to be
directed by Richard Israelowitz of
the Center for Human Services
Development (Israel).

Corrections

While accuracy is a basic princi-
ple of journalism, mistakes
sometimes occur.

It is the policy of the Courier-
Freeman to correct factual errors.

Readers are encouraged, to call
the Courier's, editorial office at 265-
6000 if they have personal
knowledge of such errors. '

Readers are also asked to call
with "news tips" or news stories
they believe jriM be xjfinterest fer
our readers.
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Uon. Uetay flalcer and Dan
Williams of the Courier-Freeman
were enthusiastic about the project
and were of invaluable help to us,
as was Con Elliott of WPDM. Doug
Huntley was an early and continual
suuporter Jor Potsdam Central
Schools, as were Louise Saunders
and Brian Pelkey. We greatly ap-
preciated Jim Baxter's donation of
one of his paintings, which was won
by Colleen Signorelli. The Lions,
Elks, and Rotary all supported the
trip. We owe a special debt of
gratitude to Bill Lewis for his in-
terest and support through the
Lions Club Christmas tree sales.

Katie's trip was a once-in-a-
lifetime experience, and enabled
her not only to participate in inter-
national competition but to see
another culture first hand. We wish
we could adequately thank all of
you who helped her go to China,
and we hope that you will get a
chance, to hear about her ex-
periences. We're very proud of her,
and very, very grateful for the
community's support and en-
couragement. ,

Sincerely,
^ _ _ Mimi and Tony Tyler

Recycling Needed
To the Editor:

"How often do you think about
your garbage? Not often, only
when you have to take it out, well
that makes two of us. But since the
closing of our local landfill and the
county's incinerator plan I'm more
aware of where my trash goes.

Since I live in the town of
Potsdam and we are lucky enough
to have the highest taxes in the
county I thought I would throw two
"senses" to the wind.

The capping of the Potsdam land-
fill cost us plenty.'I was wondering
if the Town of JPotsdam was apply-
ing for monies appropriate in the
last state election for cleaning up of
hazardous waste and trash. Since
the DEC has taken an ardent in-
terest in our wetlands they ought to
put their money where their mouth
is. Since the DEC gave the permit
for the Town of Potsdam to locate
our dump on one of the largest
wetlands around perhaps they
ought to appropriate some funds to
protect our wetlands, and finan-
cially assist the Town in capping
the dump. What do you think?

The county incinerator is going to
cost plenty, I was wondering who

~was~going to pay for this? Our
county is on the verge of economic
disaster. The 21 drinking age hurt
the beverage industry, GM's clos-
ing, Alcoa and SOoe's layoffs, low
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In contrast to the lederal govern-

ment's efforts to slash student
financial aid, Governor Cuomo in

"his State of the State Address
reiterated New York State's com-
mittment to making higher educa-
tion accessible to all high school
graduates, regardless of their
financial'means- •

At a time when- the changing
economy requires more and more
highly educated citizens, we are
appalled by the federal govern-
ment's-short-sighted approach and
commend the Governor for his vi-
sion. New York State is undergoing
the most difficult and far-reaching
economic restructuring the State
has experienced since,the onset of
industrialization. Over the next
decade the number of jobs requir-
ing a college degree will increase
by 45 percent — three times the
growth rate projected for all jobs in
the economy.

Specifically, we are very pleased
with the Governor's proposal to
restructure the Tuition Assistance
Program (TAP). The TAP pro-
gram has historically allowed
financially aeedy-New York State

"citizens "accessTo a~c6IIege~educa"-"
tion. However, because the awards
have not kept pace with inflation,
there has been a continuing erosion
of applicant's. To address this pro-
blem the awards for all students
must be increased.

We would also like to commend
the Governor for his recognition of
the State's higher .education
research institutes which serve as
centers for economic development.
These centers have done' much to
attract new industries into the
State.

Sincerely,
C.MarkLawton

President
Commission on

Independent Colleges
and Universities

Political Whims?
To the Editor:

Do any of you have an answer?
What do political toes, either
Democrat, Republican, Conser-
vative, or what have you, have to
do with fire prevention and
building code enforcement? Do the
code enforcement officials only
serve at the whim of the political
party in office? Are the political
party in office and their friends im-
mune, under threats of dismissal of
the code enforcement official, if he
fails to go along?

If any citizen has an in-graund
swimming pool, the state mandates

516-587-0345^.
I'!.'.', .. l.ytfiti, I

Cameron J. Gauthier
74 State Street

Canton

TV For Bears?
To the Editor:

It's great to see Jerry Welsh and
Potsdam State basketball having
another banner year. Their
unblemished record and national
status is an outstanding ac-
complishment and is deserving of
much recognition. Last year
Clarkson's TV station broadcast
some of their games for all of us
who aren't able to attend their
games. We were wondering if
Clarkson would follow the lead they
took last year and broadcast a few
games this year so we could see a
master coach and players per-
form!

Sincerely,
Joe Bregg

Thanks, Norfolk
To the Editor:

We would like to. thank the
generosity of the people of Norfolk
who gave to our Santa Fund.

Thanks to these people, three
families with a total of 16 children
were given turkeys with food
baskets, and toys.

Two fruit baskets were given to
shut-ins and nine veterans in local
nursing homes were each treated
with a gift.

Thanks for help making their
Christmas brighter.

Sylvia Despaw, President
John Adams Post 925

American Legion Auxiliary

Blood Clinic Set
To the Editor:

In an effort to increase the blood
supply in the northern New York
area and involve the community in
our campaign, we would like to an-
nounce that the Red Cross will be
taking blood donations from 10
a.m. to 3:45 p.m., Jan. 27 and 28 in
the multipurpose room of the stu-
dent union, Potsdam College.

Pre-registration will be held
from from 9-4 Jan. 21, 22, 23 in the
lobby of the union, but if pre-
registration is impossible, walk-ins
are welcome.

Help us reach our goal of 450
units and give the gift of life.

Patrick Pierce-
Diane Wagner,

blood drive chairmen
Prometheus Fraternity

• Gamma Gamma Sigma
Sorority
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BARBEN AWARD -Jennifer and Scott Brown ac-
ceptjhe Arnold H. Barben Award at Clarkson
University on behalf of tfaeir father, Douglas, class of
PU. From, left are Clarkson Alumni Association

President John McLennan, class of 1968; Scott
Brown; Helen Barben; Jennifer Brown; and
Clarkson President Allan H.Clark. - •'•


