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Let's Make It Work
State Senator Charles Cook, the chairman

of New Y.ork state's JluraJ. Resou_rces_Com-
~missi6h,~"has been arguing foF years "tfiaT
counties should consolidate their human ser-
vices agencies.

Back in March of 1985, Cook's commission
issued a report on "Human Services and
Community Life in Rural New York State:
An Action Strategy."

The report argued that currently some
rural citizens tend to "fall between the
cracks" of available programs and services
because of the lack of incentives to coor-
dinate among a host of agencies and pro-
grams
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vices.
The members of the county legislature, un-

fortunately, spend too little time oh the nuts
and bolts of the agencies they are supposed
to be overseeing. Currently, several of them,
are busy playing political games instead of
trying to see how the county can make its
agencies more efficient in helping the coun-
ty's most vulnerable citizens.

Most legislators, will agree that William
Serafin, the new Commissioner of Human
Services, is uniquely qualified for the new
job. He already has a great deal of. ex-
perience in combining departments, while
expandin g ser>, ic<?s,

The ..problem, unfortunately, is some
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Reports On Museum
Editor's note: The following let-

ter was sent to the Norfolk Town
Board by Norfolk Museum Curator
Mrs. Jean Young.
Dear Board Members:

I am pleased to be able to report
that the facade work on the Norfolk
Museum building has been com-
pleted, with the exception of a
small amount of exterior painting.
This will be done as soon as the
weather permits in the spring.

The 1,000 grant has been approv-
ed by the Development Committee
and should be received soon. With
this money, the cost of the project
will be within our 1986 appropria-
tion.

It turned out to be an excellent
idea to have the work done by town
custodian Angus LaDtte. It saved a
good deal of money, and Angus's
work was top quality. He has done
a beautiful job, and was most pa-
tient and conscientious about get-
ting everything just the way we
wanted it. He took great pains with
the interior casings so that they
look really nice, and got the job
done before the deadline in spite of
being busy with many other things.

We have had many compliments
on the way the vUndows look, and
•;,e are certainly much warmer

\

chimney fire. They were fast and
efficient. A few minutes later, the
house would have been on fire,
since flames were licking the
beams in the .basement. Herb
Crump, the building inspector,
gave several pointers for preven-
tion of a recurrence. We really ap-
preciate their speedy response to
this fire, which could have started
our' year with disaster.

Sincerely,
David and Betsy Tisdale

83 Elm St.

Return Essentials
To The Editor:

Three essentials I want to bring
to the mayor's office of Norwood
a r e : L E A D E R -
SHIP-PRIDE-BASICS. I feel I
have the qualifications to return
three of these essentials to Nor-
wood village government and com-
munity.

Leadership can not come by
sweeping "dirty laundry" under
the rug. Controversy can make the
taxpayers take a hightened interest
in running Norwood and make peo-
ple think. While some argue they
don't like Norwood coverage on the
front pages, a brief look at the past
two administrations will show what
close1;', government can do for you

Board and I will be in charge by
having department heads we can
trust and work with. No depart-
ment,, whether it be public works,
recreation, fire, zoning, police will
be given a free hand to write policy
and dictate direction without the
consent of the elected represen-
tatives of the village. The public
will be invited to the fullest extent
possible to attend meetings and
participate in decision making in
an orderly fashion.

Norwood, a village rich in
heritage, has a lot of pride. Pride in
its past and pride in its future. Nor-
wood, once a bustle of activity-
generated by the railroads and
mills is now a village in need of a
future. In the twenty years I have
been a Norwood boy, I have seen so
many changes. A look at Main
Street and Mechanic Street.will
show the scares of missing
buildings and businesses, where
now only vacant areas and parking
lots sit.

With your support, I can work to
rebuild Norwood. This needs
leadership and pride. It can not be
achieved by people going in
separate directions for their own
benefit, but by tackling one pro-
blem after another In a united way.
It takes -pride In ourselves and
pride In our communiu

(.l!H,.ibihUes, probation, public health ai\ti all
local human services agencies.

St. Lawrence County's proposed human
services consolidation does not include its
youth bureau or probation ofi,ice into the con-
solidation plan. But the proposal would cut
down on quite a bit of the turf fighting and in-
ternecine warfare that has been a recurring
part of every local effort to coordinate ser-

The legislators should realue thai over the
nejct several months, Mr. Serafin will be
carefully working out how the consolidation,
will work. The legislators will have op-
portunities to review those~plans and ideas
each step of the way.

Board members should put aside their par-
tisan battles to make this proposal work.

Reprinted from the Ogdensburg Journal

Second

Thoughts...
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to stop In and see the finished job on
the inside. Our regular hours are 2
to 5 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays,
but we will continue to be open
evenings from 7 to 9 through
December. Also, I am glad to open
the museum at most "any time by
appointment. Just call 384-4575 or
384-3223. Some of you have not been
here in quite a while, and haven't
seen our current exhibit, "Dawn of
a New Century," which I think you
would find quite interesting.

I feel that this first full year of
operation has been a very suc-
cessful one, and look forward to
continued development in 1987.

Sincerely,
Jean Young

Curator

Firemen Fast,
Efficient, Writer Says
To the Editor:

More than 20 Potsdam firemen
arrived quickly at our house on
New Year's' Day to put out a

A splendiferous red dawn broke
over the Pierrepont hills this morn-

...ing.tTues.day), and if the old saw
(red sky in morning, etc.) is true,
some heavy weather may be
ahead. •

However, it's already the 6th of
January, which by my reckoning
means just this: in another 55 days
or so it'll be March. Now, March
may not mean spring to most peo-
ple, but it does to me.

And speaking of spring, while the
weather was warm last week, the
air had a certain soft fragrance
that bodes the return of grass, trees
and flowers.

While I'm in a weather mode,
bless my studded snow tires, didn't
we have some snow, last Friday?
Mouse loves the fluffy, soft stuff;
he bounds through the chest-deep
drifts, rolls in it, noses long tunnels

, through it, bites at it, licks it and
chews it.

Walking him is an adventure at
any time of year, but when there's
fresh snow his delight is boundless,

" and it's hard for a mere human to
keep up with him.

Sunday night he stayed under my
feet as we walked, so I resorted to
throwing chunks of snow for him.
As the snow hit the path, the chunks
broke into pieces which Mouse
tried to pick up, with little success.
I had a moment's peace, however,
while he searched for his snow

. chunk and then bounded back to
me.

!
The Village of Potsdam's 1986

zoning regulations are bound and
ready, and available in the villages
offices for $5 "a"*copy, those in the
know tell me.

Within the zoning rege' covers
there's a wealth of information for
homeowners, business people and
others who live, work, or otherwise
have an interest in Potsdam.

Friday night's snowfall brought
—pillage road crews out in force.

Overall, the crews did a fine job of
clearing and removing the snow,
and keeping the roads sanded and
salted.

Back to school at last. In those
-dear days beyond recall I innocent-
ly believed it would be easier to get
teenagers off to school than to
wrestle with the snowsuits and

^ twots of spaghetti-legged .toddlers.
Wrokg again. Teenagers have hun-
dreds\ of pieces of clothing, ac^
cessories, sports equipment, books,
papers, notebooks, shoes and other
absolutely essential items that
must, on pain of death, travel with
them to and from the halls of learn-
ing. Mothers are supposed to know
where each and every one of those
items is at all times and in addition.

be able to produce them on com-
mand. (Command consists of
"Motherrrr, where is my flap-
padoodley? I need it right now!")

And the milk my two consumed
over vacation — it's enough to
make a beleaguered farmer grin
with pleasure. Milk surplus? What
milk surplus? My two took care of
it all by themselves.

Vacation was fairly quiet on the
sports scene. We did- catch some
girls hoops and traveled to
Massena.for the Can-Am tourney
finale between Massena and
Norwood-Norfolk's boys basketball
teams.

It's always fun to travel, to. other
gyms — I get to see some familiar
faces as well as some new ones,
and watching people is almost as_.
much fun as watching basketball.

This" was an interesting game,
matching two teams, with great
potential. Massena guard Marc
Macaulay had to leave the game-
early, due to an unfortunate and
undoubtedly painful accident, and
without Macaulay, N-N's Scott
Henry had plenty of room to
maneuver. Scott is exciting to
watch; he had 28 points in the
tourney finale.

From my vantage point in the
stands, I was able to take some
photos during the second half of the
game. Above me, the fans were
noisily cheering their team on.
There may have been some target
practice going on, too; bits of card-

board and paper were flying about
from time to time.

Regular season play resumes
this week, for both girls and boys
teams. Good luck to all.

Next Saturday, the 17th, Puc-
cini's "Madama Butterfly" will be
the Metropolitan Opera's afternoon
radio broadcast. "Butterfly" was
my first opera; I saw the Met's
touring company perform it almost
30 years ago.

There's something about Puccini
that fits well into a winter after-
noon. His music is rich and lush,
but not tropically so; there's
always a hint of the ice of human
unkindness in his melodies.

All unsolicited, I have received a
little booklet entitled "You'll Love
Venison," containing 32" tested
recipes and cooking tips. Some of
the recipes sound yummy, others
not so yummy.

And last week's mail contained
discount coupons for the upcoming
cat show in New York City. Those
who've a mind to see many, many
cats in cages may stop and pick up
some of the coupons.

A New year's resolution I didn't
write down was this: I will
remember my friends' birthdays.
It's a good thing I didn't write it
down, because I've already broken
it. But I've time to repair the
damage thusly: Happy Birthday to
my dear friend Judy Rich.

BY. RYNE MARTIN
PLUM BROOK - A Plum Brook

couple lost all their belongings last
Wednesday morning when a blaze
destroyed their two story home of
the Brothers Road, just outside of
Plum Brook, in the town of Norfolk.

Norfolk Fire Chief Robert Kerr
said his department was called to
the seene at approximately 9:30
a.m. Kerr said the structure was
being leased from the Ray Ladue
estate by James and Janet Scott.
The couple Have reportedly lived at
the Rt. 2, Norfolk address jor the
pastjew months.
v Kerr, speaking at the scene of the
fire, said a cause and origin team
would be making an investigation
into the cause of the fire.

He said Mrs. Scott was in the
house when the fire broke out. Her
initial report, according to Kerr,
was that something happened down
cellar. She reportedly told fire of-
ficials she heard noises (bangs) in
the cellar before the fire broke out.

Assistant Fire Chief Francis Col-
ler said the interior of the structure
was gutted. "They didn't get

anything out."
Firefighters from Brasher-

Winthrop and Norwood assisted
Norfolk firefighters. Firefighters
were still battling the fire at 11 a.m. -

No estimate of damage was
available.

The Brasher-Winthrop Fire
Department1 had been called out to
a minor chimney fire at the Al
Macri residence on Rt. 11 in
Brasher Falls at 7:30 a;m. Wednes-
day.

Meanwhile, Norfolk firefighters
were called to an automobile acci-
dent on the Mill Road in the town of
Norfolk at approximately 11 a.m.
Wednesday.

ARRIVES FOR D-UTY
Army Pvt. Michael J. Moselle,

son of Michael M. and^Brenda J.
Moselle of Lawrenceville, has ar-
rived for duty with the 78th
Engineer Battalion, West Ger-
many.

Moselle is a combat engineer.
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board iiiembeiv; .vhteh would Imw
resulted in a thirteen per cent cut in
village taxes. You will have to look
at your own village tax bill because
of the re-assessments in 1984 for a
comparison. My own Village taxes
have increased 39 percent since
1983 while my school tax and land
tax have only increased 21 percent
and 36 percent respectively in 1986
over 1983. At the same time during
this period, you homes water rent
has increased 58 percent and your
sewer rent has increased 38 per-
cent. Due to serious breakdowns,
such as the sewer on Baldwin
Avenue this summer, the budget
this year is in serious trouble. This
will likely result in higher village
taxes or yet another sewer increase
during 1987 justrto make the pay-
ment on our sewer plant. Lack of
leadership and a lack of public
knowlege, questioning spending
has caused this.

I can bring leadership to Nor-
wood. Leadership that will be
responsible for the operations of all
village departments. The Village

l.ii(c n u t >t ; lc i i>n

ilie people. P'ublle Works mces
many hassles and the longer he
serves, the more power he builds in
conducting village business. Often
this can infringe on that of the
elected officials and this can
seriously affect your tax dollars,
especially when your elected of-
ficials don't have the leadership to
control their own policy. Norwood
requires a Superintendent of Public
Works and a Mayor and Village
Board working as a team. As your

-Mayor, the Department of Public
Works will have a primary objec-
tive of serving you and the tax-
payer.

During the next two and a half
months I will be fully discussing
my plans on public works, police,
youth and recreation. Programs of
getting back to the- basics of ser-
vices, pride in the village, and
leadership for the future.

Your support Is needed. I want to
once again be your mayor and I ask -
for your help.

Sincerely,
WUlardE. Smith

The Courier-Freeman welcomes letters from
readers. .

The writer must sign his or her name In original
ink (duplicated letters will not be printed) and must
give complete address and telephone number
through which the letter may be verified prior to

publication.
Names of letter writers will not be withheld.
Letters should be typed double spaced if possible,

or neatly written or printed. Letters should not ex-
ceed 250 words (approximately two and one half
typewritten pages).

Personal Touch: Hannawa Falls Area News

Fire Destroys Couple's Home

BY BETTY B. NEWTON
265-7459

Sympathy is extended to the
family of Betty Weems Stark,
mother of Mike StarkfpcTsister of
Albert Weems as well as aunt of
several nieces and nephews who
live in our immediate area.

My sister-in-law, Mary Burt of
Madrid, also lost her brother-in-
law, George Hayes on Christmas
Eve. All of her family with the ex-
ception of Lawrence and Mike, who
was in Florida visiting him, touch-
ed home base on Christmas Day to
comfort her.

Douglas Root of Tully, Ken and
Connie Root of Clay, Kevin Root of
Black River, Andy Root and Jean-
marie Fallon and Sarah of Madrid,
all gathered at the Jeff Demos'
residence for a Christmas celebra-
tion, the weekend of Dec. 27. The
Newton gang dropped in to wish
them all a'Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year on Saturday
evening.

Happy is the news that Fred

At The Library
Happy New Year! It's time to

start thinking about your income
taxes again. Although we cannot
serve as tax experts by providing
you with advice, we will be glad to
help you locate forms and informa-

tion. ^ . .
As in the past, the Potsdam

Public Library will have tax forms
and information available. The
more commonly used forms will be
available to our patrons at no cost.
All other forms can be copied from
state and federal tax booklets at
the cost of 15 cents per copy.
. We'd like to thank John C. Vose
of E.F. Hutton who recently gave
us a supply of booklets with an

.^analysis of the new tax law* They
will circulate for two weeks to
library patrons, as will our other
new titles on the new tax law.

And in the because-you-asked-
for-it category, we are now carry-
ing the N.A.D.A. Official Used Car
Guide. This monthly publication
lists prices for used cars,. Ask for it
at the library desk if you wish1 to
seelt. • • -.'

And remember, children three
through seven can escape the
winter blahs on Saturdays from
10:3O to 11:30 a.m. at story hour.
Each week we have stories, crafts,
and movies meant especially for
young children. In January, story
hour will meet on the 10th, the 17th,
and the 3lst. There will be ho story
hour on Jan. 24. Come join us.

Cayey was released from the
hospital the day before Christmas.
We tiust the new year will bring
him continued good health.

Sybil Whitmore spent a few days
last week in Gouyerneur with the
Gary Stacy family.

' . Mr. and Mrs. Ed Simpson"and
children Darlene, Mike and Al,
spent the New Year holiday in Han-
nawa with Beverly's mother, Mrs.
Sybil Whitmore.

South Colton United Methodist
Women will meet at the home of
Betty Newton at9:30 a.m. Jan. 8.

Mr. and Mrs. William.Weems
held a New Year's Eve house par-
ty. •

Shelly Stowe Rutledge became
the' bride of Greg Whettington at
Chris Fay's Restaurant on Dec. 29.
The couple left the next day for
West Virginia to visit Greg's folks.

Mayfield News
Marion Cady spent Christmas

with Mr. and Mrs. Dean Cady in
Madrid. Other guests included Mr.
and Mrs. Steven Cady and Matt of
Oxford; Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cady
arid children; Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Hayes and Mr. and Mrs. Hayes of
Madrid; Mrs. Jennie Johnson and
Lt. Frefi Cady, who is stationed in
Sicily, and Mr. and Mrs. Italiano
andAngie.

On Dec. 23, Ethel Daily enter-
tained neighbors and friends in the
evening including Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Wood and family from
Parishville, Earl and Arthur Burl-
ingame, and Rita Russell.

During the holidays she vislted-

Tjourney Set Sunday"*
The Seaway Valley Ladies 600

Bowling Club will hold its January
Tournament on Sunday at the
Penguin Lanes in Gouverneur. The
deadline for registration is 12:30
p.m. Sunday with the tournament
starting at 1.

The tournament entry fee will be
$10 and all club members are urged
to attend,

Luie Wilson of Potsdam headed
the field of the December Tourna-
ment held at the Bowlmor of
Massena rolling an 825. Bonnie
Fenner of Massena followed with a
785 and Shirley Mainville of
Massena took third at 781. foun-
ding out the top six finishers were:
Pam Belile of Massena 765, Sue
Small of Massena 730 and Pat
Gilbert of Potsdam 708.

SLEET Presents
Preschool Panel

On Jan. 12, the local professional
educators association, SLEET-
"AEYC, is hosting a panel presenta-
tion dealing with programs for
children.

The meeting will be at 7:30 p.m
at Lawrence Avenue Elementary
School in Potsdam, Teachers of
children up to 8 years old are par-
ticularly urged to attend. Parents
and other adults are also welcome.

Programs represented by the
panel will be Head Start, Day Care,
Early Intervention, and the Cam-
pus Learning Center at Potsdam
College. _. _.

Ray'Burlingame and family in
Brasher Falls.

Michael Bacon from Washington
state is visiting his sister, Mrs.
Raymond Bond, and family in Han-
nawa Falls, and" his mother, Kate
Bacon, in Mayfjeld.

Dedication of the memory
jwlll be at 2 p.m. Jan. 8.

Happy birthday to all celebrating
in January, including: Elsie Orton,
Genevieve LaValley, Mary Covert,
Harold Bancroit, Mary St. Dennis,
William Vatf-KenneiCSoland and
Doris Hazelton, and Mary Virgfirta-
Williams.

Poetry Corner
COLTON TOWN

The Racquette river lies asleep
entwined in quilts of snow^_ -
Beneath the ice where it
has never ceased to flow.
The trees like towring
sentinels, along its banks
Stand motionless and cold,
Will come alive when spring un-

folds.
Snow burdened houses dot
the slopes around
And through the silence
out of their chimney's
comes the smoke from fires
that heats the homes
in "ColtonTown". .

Bud Graham

Corrections
While accuracy is a basic princi-

ple of journalism, mistakes
sometimes occur.

It is the policy of the Courier-
Freeman to correct factual errors.

Readers are encouraged to call,
the Courier's editorial office at 265-
6000 if they have personal
knowledge of such errors. '

Readers are also asked to call
with "news tips" or news stprles
they believe will be of interest to
our readers.


