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The Year's Progress
A four-section supplement, "Progress

1985," is included in this week's Courier-
Freeman.

The supplement contains news of
businesses small and large, from owner-
operated firms to large corporations, from
colleges and universities to utilities.

And despite some setbacks in 1985, local
and area businesses appear to be optimistic
as 1986 begins.

In Potsdam, officials will continue their ef-
forts to get federal funding for the Northern
Advanced Technologies Corporation (NAT-
CO) plan to locate a high-technology office
park here.

Also in Potsdam, the recent creation of a
local developmen* corporation to t

economic development within the village
could mean good news for village taxpayers
in the form of a broader tax base.

Local institutions of higher learning have
expressed their intent to continue their ef-
forts toward quality education and economic
development for the region.

There's a new look at Potsdam High
School, and high expectations for the future
under Principal Douglas Huntley.

And Canton-Potsdam Hospital expects a
spring groundbreaking for its emergency
care facility.

This year's progress supplement offers an
overview of Potsdam and St. Lawrence
County We believe our readers will find
much of interest in its pages

Holds Olive Branch
To The Editor:

I understand that there have
been several letters to the Editor
severely attacking Planned Paren-
thood. I just want to express my
complete support of Planned
Parenthood.

I believe freedom of choice is a
fundamental personal right and
Planned Parenthood provides sen-
sitive counselling to women so they
can decide what is right for them.

Also, over-population is threaten-
ing to delve the world into poverty
and war. Planned Parenthood is
trying to do something about this

• problem world wide.
In short, I strongly believe that

quality of life is more important
than quantity of life.

However, I do want to hold out an
olive branch to the Catholic Right
to Lifers. There is so much that I
agree with in the Bishop's Pastoral
Letters on nuclear disarmament
and on economics, that I feel like a
comrade in arms with the Catholics
on these issues. I would hope that
our disagreement on the freedom
of choice issue will not prevent us
from marching forward together
on all the other issues on which we
agree.

Allen E.McAUester
8 Crary Drive

Second
Thoughts...

By the time last week's Courier
hit the newsstands, I had managed
to apologize to the Baptists twice
and wish Danny Peacock well
twice.

It happened like this: I set a frag-
ment of "Second Thoughts" into
the computer system in a lower
case e (unedited) version; then a
typesetter in the main plant in
Ogdensburg punched the wrong
button, translating the computer
symbols into camera-ready printed
copy; then a production person
found the printed copy and slapped
it on the page; and then I, taking a
quick look at the page before carry-
ing it to the camera room, missed
the duplication.

As mistakes go, though, it wasn't
much. Not like the time I picked up
the paper, turned to the Arts page,
and read about a forthcoming pro-
duction of "Orpheus and the Under-
water." All I could think of was
Esther Williams and a cast of
thousands around the pool.

Or the time (the last time the
Courier ran descriptions of wed-
ding attire) I glanced at the Wed-
dings page and read that the bride
carried a basket of multi-colored
nuns.

Miffed at me for something, my
son found the perfect putdown Sun-
day night. "Oh, Mother," he said,
Sou're such a fifties person."

en, just in case I didn't get his
drift, he added: "You know, 'Rock
Around The Clock.'"

Con Elliott, dean of North Coun-
try sportscasters, found the flu
bug. His dulcet tones were scratchy
on Monday and absent on Tuesday.
Quick recovery, Con.
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Last Tuesday, halfway through
the Potsdam basketball Stoners'
dismal loss to Malone, my cold
seized me in a headlock. I rose to
step down from the stands and the
whole gym started swimming
before my eyes. I went home, pull-
ed the covers over my head, and
waited for Wednesday.

Wednesday was my day off. I
wanted to enjoy being sick to the
fullest, in peace and quiet, but
Mouse had other ideas.

Every time I turned my back on
him he did something else. He
chewed a washcloth to ribbons,
shredded a paper plate, pulled a
frying pan off the stove, sending
the grease in it all over the ceiling
and walls, wanted to go out, then in,
then out, then in, and pulled a ten-
pound bag of dog food apart.

Apart from a lack of verbal com-
munication, Wednesday reminded
me very much of days I used to
spend with a certain girl and boy
who always found ways to make
the time pass quickly.

Friday night's home game
against Gouverneur is a must-win
for the Stoner boys if they want to
hang on to a piece of the Division I
title this year.

Two tough losses last week make
it hard to come back, but these
boys and their coach have both
courage and stamina, and I'm pull-
ing for them to cut Gouverneur-
down to size.

The Stoner JV girls logged their
first win Monday night over the
Tupper Lake Lumberjacks, but the
varsity girls saw a pretty good first
half dissolve into another loss.

Some girls sports are in trouble
at Potsdam Central, I believe, and
I wonder what it would take to
make some improvements. Sure, I
have a vested interest in one girl
athlete, but I also have a deep con-
cern for and a lot of pride in all the
girl athletes at PCS.

Sports teaches a great many
lessons that can become part of a
philosophy of living; sports also
opens doors to the future for young
athletes.

It hurts when the lessons are only
those of frustration and disappoint-
ment, and when the doors may be
slammeti because the athletes
haven't learned to compete on a
higher level.

Monday 's snow turned
Potsdam's streets into icy
washboards. Road crews did their
best, I think, but by evening, my
narrow, hilly, one-way street was
nothing but ice. Nellybelle resisted
going back up the hill to the main

New Yorkers likely to benefit are
the happy few who invested in
James Bay and PASNY bonds. In
short, the powerlines' primary
justification is the need of these in-
vestors to recoup their losses.

The Dreveses' case is a
paradigm of a whole state's dilem-
ma. I submit that our perception of
the Power Authroity as an ex-
ploiter has validity. Its Counting of
state and Federal law will benefit
no constituency, Upstate or
Downstate. All that will be achiev-
ed is a weakening of the law, and a
continued degradation of vital
human and land resources.

We invite sympathetic people to
help the Dreveses' battle through
contributions to MICROWAVE
DEFENSE FUND, 19 Garden St.,
Potsdam, N.Y., 13676. We beg you,
Mr. Cuomo, to use your good of-
fices on behalf of all of us. Please
hold the Power Authority legally
responsible for its acts.

Respectfully
Margaret N. Weitzmann

Stop Maligning
Planned Parenthood

Corrections
It is the,policy of the Courier-

Freeman to correct factual errors.
Readers are encouraged to call

the Courier's editorial office at 365-
6000 If they have personal
knowledge of such errors. '

Readers are also encouraged to
call with "news tips" or news
stories they believe will be of
Interest.

street; I fooled her by backing up a
little and seeking level ground to
give her some traction. She fooled
me by stopping in the middle of an
intersection.

Bears coach Jerry Welsh will be
looking for win No. 500 in Platt-
sburgh Wednesday night. Last
Wednesday night's game against
Hartwick was too exciting for my
taste. After the buzzer sounded,
and Potsdam had won 62-60, I
realized 1 hadn't been breathing. In
fact I didn't breathe for the whole
25 seconds it took for the game to
end without Hartwick scoring to tie
it all up.

Governor Cuomo got a jump on
the 1986 baseball season in one of
his radio broadcasts. The Governor
said he believes the first day of spr-
ing is when baseball Opens its spr-
ing training camps.

With Albany groaning under
more than a foot of snow, and
Florida suffering 7 degree
temperatures, it's hard to believe
spring — or spring training — will
come at all.

Seasonal temperatures have
returned just in time for the annual
Ice Carnival in Potsdam. A variety
of events will brighten the winter
doldrums; those events are
described elsewhere this week.

And St. Mary's School is planning
special events to mark Catholic
SchooteWeek.

. From the Syracuse Section Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women
comes a good idea — a 9"x36"
emergency banner that reads "Call
Police." The banner is designed to
fit in a front or back car window to
alert passersby to motorists in
trouble.

After putting up the banner, you
can stay safely inside your car and
wait for help to arrive.

To order a banner send $3 plus 50
cents postage and handling to:
NCJW-BANNERS, 204 Windsor
Drive, Dewitt, N.Y., 13214.

CLC To Hold Lottery
The Campus Learning Center at

Potsdam College will hold its an-
nual lottery for new admissions on
Mar. 4 in the Campus Learning
Center gym, Merritt Hall, at 3:30
p.m.

Persons interested in informa-
tion or application papers can call
267-2375 or stop by the main office
in Merritt Hall. The deadline for
applications is Feb. 28 at 4 p.m.

The drawing is for children who
are 3-11 years of age by Dec. 1,
1986. Parents of applicants are in-
vited to attend the drawing.

No applicants will be given
priority in admission to fill
established quotas because of race,
color, creed, national origin, socio-
economic status,-political affilia-
tion, alumni affiliation or parental
affiliation with the college or
recommendations from persons
within or outside of Potsdam Col-
lege.

Assessor To Speak
To The Editor:

At the regular meeting of the
Potsdam Village Board, Feb. 3,
Mrs. Beverly Davis, assessor for
the town of Potsdam, will give a
short presentation on how local
properties are assessed. Since pro-
perty assessments for Village tax
purposes are prepared by Mrs.
Davis, I am sure many village
residents will be interested in this
presentation. The meeting will be
held in the Civic Center Board
Room, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The property assessment
grievance period for Village pro-
perty owners begins after lunch on
the third Tuesday in February
(Feb. 18 this year). If you believe
your assessment is in error, you
are urged (1) to attend Mrs. Davis'
presentation on Feb. 3 to learn
about the assessing process and (2)
to come before the Village Board
during the grievance period to tell
us why you believe your assess-
ment is wrong.

Very trulyyours,
Paul J.Claffey,

Mayor
Village of Potsdam
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Good Neighbors?
Editor's note: The following let-

ter was sent to Gov. Mario M.
Cuomo. It is reprinted at the re-
quest of the writer.
To the Editor:

Last October, Betsy and David
Dreves of Pierrepont, N.Y. learned
that their nearest neighbor wiH be
a 200-foot N.Y. Power Authority
microwave tower which will beam
right over their house. At once they
called Authority headquarters in
Massena with a battery of ques-
tions: Why wasn't State SEQR law
followed? Where had public an-
nouncement of the project been
published? Where was Federal ap-
proval? To what levels of radiation
would the Dreves family be expos-
ed? What was their risk? The
Authority's only answers to date
have been an ambiguously worded
statement about field strength and
copies of Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration approvals date 1981,
for two other towers! And the
Dreveses got one clear signal of the
Authority's fundamental indif-
ference: continued work on the
tower site.

They took their case to a lawyer.
They have nothing with which to
fight except their rights and the
goodwill of friends. If they lose,
New York State loses; all benefits
accrue to the N.Y. Power Authori-
ty.

The precedent of Washington
County vs. Persigo, which set aside
the rights of municipalities as
against those of agencies, will be
reinforced.

The legal fictions which permit
utilities to acquire authorization
for microwave networks one tower
at a time will be maintained.

The Power Authority will be en-
couraged to persist in . slovenly
legal work and in defiance of N.Y.
State SEQR law.

Alternative power solutions —
laser transmission, cogeneration,
light-triggered thyristors, etc. —
will remain on back burners for the
indefinite future.

The Power Authority can rent or
sell space on its microwave towers
to other agencies. The monitoring
function will thus be extensible to
include surveillance, not just of
powerlines, but of lands, people,
and functions• irrelevant to the
Authority's operations.

The Power Authority will have a
green light on its long-range
transmission goals.. These Include
authorization of Marcy-South for
765 kV, and more 765s along
Massena-Marcy. More trouble with
and for Northern New Yorkers!

The Power Authority's aspira-
tions to become a broker for Hydro-
Quebec power will also be given a
green, light. Please understand
what this means for the state.
Hydro-Quebec admits openly that
there is presently no market for
James Bay power in New york.
What's more, everyone in the
power business knows how expen-
sive H-Q power is. Canada can't at-
ford it now! Quebec hydropower
will raise the cost, of New York
electricity, not lower It. The only

To The Editor:
The rantings and ravings about

the evils of Planned Parenthood
are disturbing First of all they
generally rtordfer Between naif-
truths and outright lies. Secondly,
they serve to incite clinic-bombers
and other crazies to inhumane acts.
Thirdly, Planned Parenthood
workers are among the most car-
ing and concerned individuals I
know.

Planned Parenthood does not ad-
vocate abortion. Planned Paren-
thood does advocate a woman's
right to elect this procedure if she
chooses. There is a tremendous dif-
ference here. Condemning Planned
Parenthood for upholding the law
of the land seems hardly to be
justified.

The Planned Parenthood
workers I know feel it is better to
try to prevent teen pregnancy than
to ignore the fact that many teens
do indeed get pregnant. There are
many reasons for wanting to pre-
vent teen pregnancy, not the least
of which is the fact that pregnant
teenagers are less likely to treat a
developing fetus with the concern
and attention a developing fetus
needs and deserves. Teenagers are
far more likely to give birth to a
developmental^ delayed or
premature child with concomitant
physical and mental problems.
This Is not an exaggeration. It is a
sad fact which becomes emphasiz-
ed as more and more data are col-
lected. Preventing birth defects is
far more humane and certainly
more expeditious than trying to
correct conditions resulting from
Incomplete development. Preven-
ting teen pregnancy will greatly
reduce the number of children born
annually who bear the marks of un-
wanted development.

It Is sad that "Silent Scream" is
often cited to support the position of
the anti-choice people. When I wat-
ched "Silent Scream" I was appall-
ed at the obvious distortions of fact
which were presented. Some weeks
ago Public TV ran a two-hour
documentary on the pros and cons
of abortion in which "Silent
Scream" was shown, as a rebuttal
of the film. In the rebuttal a group
of physicians from the University
of Washington Medical School
pointed out that Nathanson inap-
propriately changed film speeds to
make the fetus appear placid or
agitated as he wished, used a
model which depicted a fetus far
more developed than the one
displayed on the sonogram, and
made completely unsupported
statements about the responses
and capabilities of the fetus imag-
ed. Why? I assume in order to
deliberately mislead people who
trust that because Nathanson has
MD after his name he is a concern-
ed, well informed, and compas-
sionate person. Unfortunately, as
Nathanson has so crudely
displayed, even some MD's are not
above unscrupulous behavior when
they wish to support their own
causes. "Silent Scream" does
display some of the capabilities of
sonography. It is a shame such
capabilities were used in such a
shoddy manner.

Perhaps now that the anniver-
sary of Roe vs. Wade has passed
some of the hate and anger of the
anti-choice people will abate. I cer-
tainly hope they will stop malign-
ing Planned Parenthood. If the
anti-choice people would channel
some of their energies toward

" ; unintended pregnancies
it actually accomplish
of decreasing the abor-
so fervently and self
abhor.

because without life, there can be
no liberty or pursuit of happiness.
As Planned Parenthood so aptly
stated in a pamphlet in 1963, *An
abortion requires an operation. It
kills the life of a baby after it has
begun."

Then came the blackest day in
the history of our beloved country,
Bloody Monday, Jan. 22, 1973. On
that day, the Supreme Court claim-
ed to have found in the Constitution
what nobody else had ever found In
200 years, that the Constitution
sanctions abortions. Immediately,
the most prominent constitutional
lawyers lashed out at the Supreme
Court. Among these were Pro-
fessor Archibald Cox and Professor
John Ely. Quoting from the latter:
"This is a bad decision because it is
bad constitutional law, or rather
because it is not consititional law at
all. In fact, It gives almost no sense
of obligation to try to be. The Con-
stitution says nothing clear or fuzzy
about abortion." (Ely, "The Wages
of Crying Wolf").

Because abortion became the
law of the land and since most peo-
ple do not distinguish between legal
and moral, abortion became a
multi-billion dollar industry. The
organization which 10 years
previously had declared "abortion
kills the life of a baby" invented a
slogan: "We believe in freedom of
choice We ace pro-choice " Thte
(•apturarf fH« popular fancy
because it sounds so American.
After all, in "the land of the free"
we should be able to choose.

Let's analyze this slogan. Is all
freedom unlimited? Are you free to
vandalize our burn down your
neighbor's home because he an-
noys you? Are you free to rob a
bank or rape or murder? Mere
freedom of choice does not justify
any action. It only describes the
process by which we arrive at deci-
sions. If freedom of choice were
itself a justification for choice, then
Individuals could justify stealing or
pushing drugs or even murder. Can
you imagine a self-confessed
rapist, arsonist or murderer
pleading innocent in a court of law
because he was exercising his
"freedom of choice." You may
choose to have children or not to
have children but you may not
choose to kill your child. Yet that is
precisely what people are doing.
Under the pretext of "freedom of
choice", over 17,000,000 babies
have been brutally slaughtered in
our country since 1973.

Can we still call this a civilized-
nation? Is it not true that the Z*
Supreme Court's decision 13 years
ago turned back the calendar
thousands of years by declaring
legal precisely what the barbarians
used to do? The avowed atheist, Dr.
Bernard Nathanson's sonogram,
"The Silent Scream," merely con-
firms what scientists already
knew: abortion is murder. This
film of an actual abortion shows the
brutal dismembering of a child's
body in its mother's womb. It
depicts the effects of "freedom of
choice" in all its bloody horror. Did
the barbarians of old do anything
worse? If they were barbarians,
then what are we?

Louis D.Berube
Ogdensburg

Sincerely, yours.
Albert D.Hobinson

'Abortion Is Murder'
To the Editor:

Thousands of years ago, when
the barbarians roamed the earth,
abortion was commonplace.'The
methods were crude, for the people
were uncivilized. They did not
know any better.

With the advent of the Judeo-
Christtan civilization, people
realized that all human life is
sacred and deserves protection
from the womb to the tomb. Our
own Declaration of Independence
states without equivocation, "We
hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by the Creator
with certain inalienable rights, that
among those are Life, Liberty and
the Pursuit of Happiness." The
right to life is mentlond first,

Donations Set Record
To The Editor:

The first toy was donated to the
R.O.T.C. Toy Drive in October and
the last basket delivered by the
Rotary Club on Dec. 20. Every year
the Potsdam Christmas Program
touches the lives of more people in
our area — both donors and reci-
pients. Christmas 1985 was no ex-
ception. The final financial report
has now been compiled. A record
$2,495.01 plus new toys valued at
$500 were received from in-
dividuals, merchants, service
organizations, Canton-Potsdam
Hospital, senior housing residents,
and college sororities, fraternities
and clubs. Countless volunteer
hours were donated to repair toys,
renovate dolls and clothing, knit
mittens, hats and scarves.

The Potsdam Christmas Com-
mittee gratefully acknowledges the
assistance given by every group
and individual who made the time
during the busiest season of the
year to brighten the lives of
Potsdam senior citizens and
children. Thank you, everyone, for
your donations of time, space,
money, toys and clothing!
S i n c e r e l y ,

The Potsdam
Christmas Committee

Betty Rush,
Director
Potsdam

Neighborhood Center

Enjoyed 'Mustache'
To the Editor:

Although somewhat delayed, this
letter is a comment on an article in
the Courier-Freeman Dec. 17,1985
entitled "Snow in Gramp's
Mustache; Recollections of Life in
Potsdam," by Margaret (Peg)
Call.

The undersigned lived in
Potsdam during that period and the
people, events and places referred
to brought back many fond
memories. We lived on Prospect
Street. The author, Margaret
(Peg) Call is recalled as a young
girl. We also knew her grand-
parents; and uncles, the Wolfe
boys, always gentlemen.

Although not a resident of
Potsdam for many years I always
keep in touch by frequent visits and
regular subscriptions to the
Courier-Freeman.

More articles of this kind would
be appreciated.

Very truly yours,
Maurice J.Lahan

Buffalo

Tlw Courier-rmman welcomes letters from publication.
totter writers will not be withheld.
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