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Colton Newc‘omers*Mush’ Way Through Winter

By DAVID PIERCE
MASSENA — Area youngsters
had a doggone good time Friday
when they were given a rare op-

portunity to ride a sled pulled by
dogs during Massena’s Winter Ex-
po '86 festivities.

Jerry and Celeste Swalnick of
Colton brought their team of six
dogs to East Orvis Street Park, a
pit stop on their way to a set of

WHAT’S YOUR TOPIC? — Potsdam High School
English teacher Duncan Cutter is shown above, talk-

“‘Real Audience’ Improves Writing

Editor’s Note: Duncan Cutter is
a teacher of English at Potsdam
School

BY DUNCAN CUTTER
Recall your feelings when your
English teacher would ask you to
take out pen and paper and write a

composition.
. Usually the topic was written
across the blackboard: My Sum-

mer Vacation, or My Favo! te%ag, .
_or A Perfect Day. ad ’

sually you
one class period to complete it.
Usually you didn’t feel like writing
on that subiect — it wasn’t you!

So you did what was expected of
you: 250-300 words you hoped would
satisfy the teacher and wouldn’t
come back bleeding red ink.

For the last few years I’ve tried a
different approac
school students. Experience has
taugxt me that many students
write better if they write about
things they care about most and if
they write for a real audience.

After we read and discuss
several readings on a simliar
theme (personal integrity, for in-
stance), I suggest a number of
ways we could use these vicarious
experiences as a point of departure
in writing about our - own ex-
periences. We have gotten so close
to this topic in the preceding days
that most of us have already made
connections between ourselves and

. the people we have bheen reading

about. Now we're ready to explore
these eonnections in writing, each

. writer making is uniquely personal

interpretation of the topic. Each
writes a rough draft of his ideas. If
a student prefers to choose his own
topic because of a special interest
at this time, he can opt for the
‘‘gpen topic’’ category.

e-come into class the next day
with rough drafts; that is, a first
version of what we want to say, our
trial balloon which we will read
aloud to others in small groups of
three or four. A writer benefits
from reading his work aloud. Often
he catches many of the problems in
his sentences as his ear judges
their cadences. The others in the
group, focusing not on his punctua-
tion and spelling but on its ideas
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with my high.

seven.mile races last weekend at
Tuppeér Lake. The couple recently
‘moved to the area in order to have
better training conditions for the
dogs.

‘§We ust moved up here from

Massachusetts because we wanted.
more snow and cold,” said Celeste. to

“A lot of people think you're crazy
when you say that.”
However, the warm

center, and Da

and how he has 'organized them,
give the reader feedback. They
point out effective passages, and

more work. I sit with conference
groups, sometimes sharing my
wri_tlng':nd reacting to theirs.
By next day most students
will have a revised version ready to
hand in. Only at this point go I read
ts’ to. grade

them additional feedback.
can continue to revise, edit and
g:lllsh their wrmn%orlght to the

e I ask them to pick the one
iece that they feel represents their
gest writing out of, let’s say, the
last four they have submitted.
That's the one I'!ll grade.

Between writing sessions — and
we are usualldy writing every
Wednesday and Thursday — 1

make time for brief lessons about
some of the ingredients of effective
writing. We talk about complete

sentences, agreement between sub- _

ject and verb, parallel structure,.
avoiding awkward or trite expres- .
sions, and choosing the right word.

ing over 'ﬂ%m;i}h students Sﬂﬂ Seymour,

f§9hool

1 ‘-wrltl'n%—‘ndt
; towrite acktothem;rgf-‘.
y

temperatures and rain in Massena
Friday provided poor running con-
ditions. The Swalnicks say the col-
der the weather is, the less chance
that the furry animals will become
too hot from the strenuous exer-
cise, and the more anxious they are

run.

‘“The colder it gets, the friskier
they are,” said Celeste. ‘‘It's
unbelievable.” :

this process will make students
more at ease and more adept with
pen and paper than many of us felt

. Sections which would benefit from . when the teacher announced that it

was time to write.

LR Y

BY BETSY BAKER
Voters in the Potsdam Central
School District will decide on
March 11 whether to spend up to
$75,000 for a 60-passenger diesel
bus and a diesel bus to transport
handicapped students..

At its meeting last Tuesday the
school board set the date for the
vote on the buses.

District officials noted that a new
Association for Retarded Children

(ARC) facility under construction .

on Pine Street in the village is ex-
pected to open in the spring, which
will add eight handicapped
students to the district, six in
wheelchairs and two who are am-

or expression to convey a feeling...bulatery. The vehicle for the han-

We also talk about sometimes
bx‘ealﬂngi a rule if doin, .
communication. And 1 share with
them short samples of student as
well as professional writing which
llustrate the ingredients of effec-
tive communication.

Students seem to respond
m)sltlvely to the chance to work out

eir own topics and to be heard by
their peers as well as their teacher.
Sharing your writing makes com-
munication more real as well as
more fun. It takes you out of isola-
tion and offers a live audience
which will react to your ideas and
writing techniques. Writing
becomes more rewarding. I hope

so aids -

“dicapped wouid be used to
transport those students.

The board set Jan. 28 for its an-
.nual staff review and tenure
‘evaluation for district employees
completing probationary employ-
‘ment terms.

Superintendent Kenneth Daniels
told the board that the district has
completed New York State Educa-
tion Department-mandated re-
registration procedures with “no
areas of non-compliance.”’ .

The district’s students had a 99.4
percent competency rate, while the
state requires 85 percent, Daniels
said. And the district’s retention
rate is 96.9; 90 is required.

Jerry recalled racing the
animals one recent evening when
the temperature was 25 below zero.
His forehead and upper legs
became numb, but the dogs showed

no signs of slowing down when he §

decided to quit after six miles,
The Swalnicks, who originally
. had one dog as a pet, first started
dog sled racing four or five years

ago. Jerry has raced the animalsin: .

both two-dog and six-dog competi-
tions. But during the summer off-

. season the dogs are kept in kennels

most of the time.

“In the summer when the dogs
are playing with each other that’s
exercise enough,’’ said Jerry.

Then in August, when the even-
ing temperatures dip below 50
degrees, they start running the
dogs a mile or so every day. A
chariot is rigged to a bicycle frame
for use before the first snow.

“It's just more or less to keep
their interest up in the summer,”
said Celeste. “Then gradually you
un more miles.”

Everamiy Jary oms (He
about nine miles per day. So far
this season the team has logged
more than 200 miles. Most of their
dogs are Siberian Huskies or mixed
Alaskan breeds. The two lead dogs
— an Alaskan breed named Freyja
and a mixed breed named Tyler —
are particularly important to the
success of the Swalnicks’ team.

The anifiials are fed a steady diet
of dry dog food mixed with raw
meat. Jerry says the food bill is

about $3 per week per dog. ’
'l‘hougge the Tupper {ake race

has a purse of only a couple hun-
dred dollars, other dog races in the
east and midwest are starting to of-
fer purses from $10,000 to $25,000.

“It’s starting to get sponsorships

-sort of like car races,” said
Celeste. ““‘So those who finish in the
toputwo or three really do pretty
well.” .

. Some sled dog mushers are able
to attract major sponsors, such as
dog food companies. Jerry says.he
hasn't raced long enough to receive
that kind of sponsorshi& but says
gerha s someone like the man he

uys dog feed from might eventual-
ly serve that role. .

“I don’t worry about the people
part and just try to concentrate on
:acing,” said Jerry. “It’s a lot of

un.n

Bus Vote March 11

According to daniels the re-
registration process has now been
replaced by the Comprehensive
Assessment reports (CAR).

-School board member Lynn

Henry reported that the School
-Boards’ Association’s annual
legislative breakfast has been set
for Feb. 22.

State Senator John McHugh and
Assemblyman John O’Neil have in-
dc{i‘;ed they plan to attend, Henry
sa

Topics of discussion will include
state aid, liability insurance,
seatbelt legislation, CAR reports,
aid to non-public “ schools and
federal programs, Henry said.

Citing the uncertainty over bus
standee and seatbelt legislation,
school board members decided not
to go to district-wide busing, but to
keep that option under considera-
tion [l)ending action by the state
Legislature. B :

Assistant ?xermtendent Gary
Snell presen job descriptions,
some new and some revised, for
_various positions in the district, in-
cluding teacher aide, teaching
assistant, typist and senior steno.

Board member June Duryea
commented: “I think it’s a real
step forward to have job descrip-
tions for the employees.”

The board voted to accept the job
descriptions. -

County Will Advertise For Cook’s Job

BY MICHAEL HIRSCH
CANTON — The St. Lawrence
County legislature’s highway com-
mittee sent a clear message to
Johp. Cook when it today voted 4-1
to recommend that the full board
take out ads to find who else may

" beinterested in the county highway

superintendent’s job. ,
Cook, who has held the position 12
ears, was seeking reappointment

another four year term.

“] think for the effective opera-
tion of the county highway depart-
ment, we should see if we can’t find
a new highway superintendent,”
sald legislator Donald Smith (D-
Waddington and Lousville) after
the meeting. : ,

The only highway committee
member present who voted against
advertising for the l;msltlon was
James McFaddin (D-Potsdam).

“It’s a personal thing,”” McFad-
din said afterwards when asked
why he supported Cook. ‘‘That’s all

. I'want to say about it. Okay?”’

Vioting to advertise for the i-
tion were: Rosemary Sanford,
chairman of the board of
legislators; Donald Livingston (R~
Oswegatchie); Robert McNeil (R-

been ' Lisbon and Madrid) and Smith.

Cook had asked the legislators,
before they went into executive ses-
sion to discuss his reappointment,
not to delay making a decision on
his reappointment. His current
term expires in February.

“If the county wants me, needs
me, I should be told about it as soon
as possible,” Cook said. “It’s not
fair to me, my family or my staff to
ke;g me waliting.”

e chairman ,of the county
g 'l ,

e e et Ao e M B e 0 1t B s n

legislature’s transportation com-
mittee said before the meeting that
he thought the committee should
decide today whether to recom-
mend the reappointment of its
veteran highway superintendent.
The transportation committee
had three obvious choices in the
matter: recommend to reappoint
Cook to another four year term,
recommend that the county adver-

tise for other candidates for the -

post or delay making a decision on
Cook's reappointment.

In the event of a delay, Cook will
remain in .the position after his
term expires in February until an
appointment is made, according to
county bylaws.

_But Donald Livingston (R-
Oswegatchie and DeKalb), who
gserved as chairman of the
transportation committee for the
first time this morning, said he was
opposed to 3uttlng off a-decision.

‘1 would hope the committee

comes up with a recommenda-
tion,” Livingston said. “I just
assumed we would.”

‘The Republican legislator, a
long-time John Cook critic, said
delaying. the committee recom-
mendation would “‘not be fair to the

-person in the position and to the

county.” ) ‘

“I would hope we make some
kind of decision and not put it on the
back burner and have John carry
over,” he said.

‘“We should make some kind of
recommendation to the full board.
Now is the time we should be tilling
it (the highway superintendent’s
position).”

Legislator Robert Hayden (R-

A A

Village of Gouverneur) brought a
surprise proposa] to reappoint
Cook to the county reorganizational
meeting on Jan. 2.

The proposal was 'discussed in

executive session to give the new
legislators a chance to gather in-
formation on the issue,
the executive session, the matter
was sent to the legislature’s
transportation committee.
This morning’s meeting is the
first meeting of the committee this
year and the first time new
members will get to discuss the
matter. .

School Finance Officer
Expected To Be Named

Members of the Potsdam Central
School Board of Education expect
to name & finance officer for the
district when they meet in special
session at 6:30 p.m. . Tuesday
(tonight) in the high school
cafeteria.

A committee of the board — June
Duryea, A, George Davis, and
board President Larry Gumaer —
was to interview three finalists for

_the post last Thursday evening,
school officials said. .
There were 38 applicants for the

post vacated by Eileen Petrie when

she became St. Lawrence County’s
administrative assistant, ac-
cording to Superintendent Kenneth
Daniels. Co

That number was screened to
eight, with Daniels and assistant
Superintendent Gary Snell recom-
mending three names to the school
board, Daniels said.
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TEAMWORK — Freyja sud Tyler, sled dogs owned b

‘Celeste Swalnick

y Jenx' and
ton, pet a word from their owner during

Massena’s recent Winter Expo "86 festivities.

Budget ‘Disquieting’

BY BETSY BAKER

Predicting ré:gative long-term ef-
fects for Potsdam College from
Gov. Mario Cuomo’s 1986-87 pro-
ﬁose,d budget, college . President

umphrey R. To last week
called the budget plan “‘extremely
disquieting.”

-Information released by the col-
lege last week indicates that col-
lege officials are concerned about
salaries, possible staff cuts and the
Jong-term effects on programming.

- According to Dr. Tonkin, *
ticularly in the area of salaries, the
money available even to cover ex-
isting positions is very low, and we
shall have at difficulty in
meeting our ob. lgatlons.” ‘

The Governor’s budg::dpmposal
for SUNY calls for Potsdam Col-
lege to receive a total of $19,484,600
in 1986-87, college relations director
George Allen said, a net increase of
$77,200 over last year’s adjusted
basge total of $19,407,400. :

But that $77,200 is onla' a .4 per-
cea: increase in the budget, Allen
said.

While the budget does provide a
“small inflationary increase” and
money to cover negotiated salary
increases for all bargaining units
except the United University Pro-
fesstons (UUP), Potsdam College
will be required to absorb new
state-mandated charges in salary

_areas, Allen said.

UUP-represented employees
statewide are still without a con-
tract in their deadlocked negotia-
tions with SUNY. :

The spending plan calls for new
‘“salary adjustments’” and “salary
savings” totalling $229,000, Allen
said — money that must be return-
ed to the central administration of
SUNY from Potsdam College.

The college is expected to ““save”
the $229,000 in employee costs, such
as those achieved by mnot filling
positions, Allen said.

And the Governor’'s proposed
budget indicates that SUNY-wide

staff cuts will total 177 tacuity posi-
:ilgns and 51 academic support posi-
ns. . .

“Obviously a portion of those will
come. from Potsdam College,”
Allen said, noting that last year,
with more ‘“shallow cuts” in statf
positions, Potsdam College’s share
was six positions.

- Last year, the college was able to
achieve its - required cuts with
retirements and unfilled positions,
but Allen said it is .too early to
predict how the cuts can be achiev-
edthisyear.. ..~ -

Impacts On All Campuses

Dr. Tonkin said that the
budgetary constraints are a
“university-wide problem that im-
pactson all campuses.”

But'he added that Potsdam Col-
lege will be hard-pressed to con-
tinue to improve the quality of its
programs because of financial con- .
straints.

‘‘Here at Potsdam,” he said, “we
will work hard to improve the

uality of our programs, even in

e face of such constraints, but

over the longer run such a starva-
tion of funds can only have a
negative effect.”
_ Allen noted that in this, thefirst
year that the SUNY budget plan
does not include funds for dor-
mitories, Potsam College is slated -
to receive $528,000 in a separate
budget category. -

.~ Chancellor Comments

SUNY Chancellor Clifton R.
Wharton said in a statement last
week that the SUNY but{get pro-
posal ““presents the State Universi-
ty with mixed prospects for return-
ing to full vigor.”

hile there are bright spots, in-
cluding an allocation of $3.9 million
to upgrade computer facilities, pro-
vision for dormitory repairs and
renovations, and increased funding
for campus security, the
Chancellor said that some Univer- *
sity programs, such as those in pro-
galltm and enrollment areas, are at

sk.

College Unveils New Computer

BYRON ROBERTSON
Potsdam College’s Computer and
Information Sciences department
ast week unveiled a new Gould
“sl:&er mini-computer” that ex-
perts estimate will increase on-
campus computing capacity bet-
ween 25 and 50 percent. ‘
The computer is located near
computer department offices on
the third floor of Dunn Hall. Gould
ave the college an $87,000 grant
ward the computer’s purchase.
CIS facuity Michael Conlin said
at the computer’s unveiling that
the Gould was two to three times
faster than the college's larger,
older Burroughs mainframe across
c¢ampus.
. Conlin explained that the Gould
will be tied into the college’s com-
puter network and is avallable for
use by students and faculty via

tel‘W‘hone ..

ile the large mainframe is
also connected to the network, Con-
lin said, it was designed mainly for
administrative data storage and
retrieval, The Gould, he said, is
?’e;lsmed for high-speed computa-

ons.

The Gould, Conlin said, more
than challenges the mainframe in
speed, but doesn’t have the larger
computer’s data storage capacity.

. Many of the College’s computer
science students and most of the
department’s faculty own  their
own micro-computers, Conlin said,
and can tap into the Gould or the
Burroughs malnfnm‘a through the

EY

cainpus network, for additional

computing capacity.

On hand for the unveiling was
Potsdam College alumnus Anthony
DiMento, a senior, accounting
manager of Gould and a former
CIS student. .
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