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A Good Idea
Potsdam village trustees Monday night ap-

proved the formation of a local development
corporation (LDC) that Community
Development Director Robert Juravich
believes can be used as a tool to spur
economic development in the village.

The idea has come up before, but on
previous occasions trustees were wary of
committing themselves, and squelched the
plan.

We believe the LDC idea is a sound one,
and we commend Bob Juravich for his pa-
tience and persistence in the matter.

The LDC would allow Community
Development (CD) loans to be used as col-

lateral to borrow funds for economic
development, but the LDC would not com-
pete with private developers.

And as a corporation separate from the
village, the LDC will have access to state and
federal funds the village cannot tap into, and
will be able to take some financial risks the
village cannot.

Broadening the village's tax base is essen-
tial, particularly in light of a predicted local
tax rate increase. We believe the creation of
the LDC is one way to bring in projects that
will of economic value to the village and its
residents.

Second
Thoughts...

BY BETSY BAKER

L a s t w e e k , w h e n t h e
temperatures began soaring and
the snow began melting, I gave
myself a stern lecture on the folly
of anticipating spring. I would give
a cursory glance to the green
grass, a smile in passing to the
clear sidewalks, a small shrug of
pleasure to the sun on my face. But
I would not think about spring.

Early Sunday morning, as the
sun rose pinkly through the clouds,
guilt for neglecting Mouse all
through a basketball-filled Satur-
day propelled me out of bed. Mouse
and I walked far afield, enjoying
the fresh, warm air and the wind in
our faces.

I held my spirits in check,
though; the forecast was for rain,
and any fool knows better than to
smell spring in January.

Mouse had no such reservations.
Leaping and bounding like a four-
legged dog, he smelled spring, even
in January. In a joyous frenzy of
rediscovery, he sniffed the trees,
the bushes, the ground and even
plunged his nose into a puddle.

Monday night's snow not-
withstanding, February's chill bliz-
zards notwithstanding, spring will
be along any time now, because it
does, in fact, smell like spring.

My apologies to the Baptists. It
was not until the Rev. William
Cuthbert called my attention to it
that I realized the American Bap-
tist Meeting House services had
fallen off the church page.

I straightaway made the ap-
propriate correction, and the Bap-
tists should be back in place for
Tuesday's paper.

Danny Peacock of Bernard
Avenue in Norwood, an all-around
good kid whose cheerful
countenance I have smiled on for
many years, has broken his leg and
is lugging around some plaster, so
his grandmother says.

My sympathy, Danny, and hope
for a speedy recovery.

Paul Merritt reports that 13
robins paid a visit to his lawn dur-
ing the recent warm spell.

My yard, too, was alive with chir-
ping and chattering from birds and
squirrels.

Old Nellybelle can't seem to get
enough attention to suit her. On
Sunday morning I walked by her
front end and saw what looked like
the innards of some poor, dead
animal emulsifying in the melting
snow.

It was the transmission fluid,
leaking out through the broken
hose.

Monday afternoon my daughter
complained about the brakes. I told
her to stay out of puddles and pump
the brakes to dry them.

Monday night I put my foot right
down to the floor, but Old
Nellybelle wouldn't stop.

It was a blown brake hose.

While cursing Old Nellybelle, her
brake hose episode reminded me of
another car, a 1962 Dodge Dart,
white with a red interior.

One day, when my children were
young enough to enjoy going
fishing with their mother, I started
up the Dodge and took them out to
the wilds of Knapps-Station.

We fished awhile, caught

nothing, and decided to head back.
On a gravel-studded dirt road, a
rock flew up and opened a hole in
the brake hose. I didn't know it un-
til I tried to stop at a corner and
couldn't.

I slowly wended my way toward
home, choosing back roads, until I
miscalculated and found myself
heading, not toward Potsdam, but
into Norwood. My luck had run out;
I was about to land smack dab in
the middle of Main Street.

I steered to my right, coming to
rest up a little incline and a scant
two inches from a stop sign.

"Mother," my daughter said
reproachfully. "Why did you do
that? Everyone will think you don't
know how to drive." .

By my reckoning I saw all or
parts of seven basketball games
over the weekend, iixeJiye. and two
on TV. We started'Friday with the
Potsdam College women's game —
a win for Potsdam and a chance to
see Mary Michalak play. My
daughter stayed at Maxcy while I
went on to Potsdam High School for
the first half of the Potsdam-
Massena game. I came back to
Maxcy for the second half of the
Bears' feast on Binghamton, then
returned to the high school for a
post-game wrap-up there.

On Saturday we saw another
women's game and saw the Bears'
blowout of Cortland.

Mixed in at odd intervals was a
little Syracuse, a little Georgetown
and a bit of the NBA on the tube.

The Stoners basketball team
takes on Malone Tuesday night
(tonight) at home. This is a big

Airport Closed For Tests
Potsdam's Damon Field Airport

will be closed for three days this
week for preliminary "work in
preparation for renovaton of the
airstrip's surface.

The airport officially closed at 6
a.m. today (Tuesday) and will re-
main closed until midnight Thurs-
day.

The Calocerinos and Spina con-
sulting engineers will begin mak-
ing test bores in the airfield's sur-
face as part of the preliminary
work before resurfacing can begin
this spring.

The bulk of the renovations will
begin after the village is officially
notified it has received over
$300,000 in state and federal grants
it applied for last fall.

game (against a mighty tall team)
for Steve Kmack's crew, and they
would appreciate a large crowd.

The Stoners hockey team, which
won two games last week, faces off
against Massena at 3 p.m. Satur-
day, at Pine Street Arena. Expect
some exciting hockey, out of these
two teams.

And the Potsdam Bears, Division
Ill's number one team, tackle
Hartwick on Wednesday and arch-
rival Albany on Saturday night.
Both are home games; both will
give the fans some fireworks.

What with basketball practices
and games, we are averaging
about one meal a week with all
three of us at the table. The rest of
the. time I toss granola bars,
bananas and.gr.een pepper slices at
my two teens as they pass through
the kitchen on their way out the
door.

No more bets for me. I guessed
wrong on Clarkson-St. Lawrence,
and I didn't win the lottery, so I
won't even venture to say who I
think will win the Superbowl.

My apologies to the Baptists. It
was not until the Rev. William
Cuthbert called my attention to it
that I realized the American Bap-
tist Meeting House services had
fallen off the church page.

I straightaway made the ap-
propriate correction, and the Bap-
tists should be back in place for
Tuesday's paper.

Danny Peacock of Bernard
Avenue in Norwood, an all-around
good kid, has broken his leg and is
lugging around some plaster, so his
grandmother says.

My sympathies, Danny, and
hopes for a speedy recovery.

Corrections
It is the policy of the Courier-

Freeman to correct factual erron.
Readers are encouraged to call

the Courier's editorial office at 365-
6000 if they have personal
knowledge of such errors.

Readers are also encouraged to
call with "news tips" or news
stories they believe will be of
interest.

In a front page photo caption in
the Jan. 14 Courier-Freeman, one
of the basketball players was incor-
rectly identified. He is Jeff Blair of
Norwood-Norfolk High School.
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Where Do You Wait? just how and what are we plann-
ing? We plan to purchase two types

_ ,. of fish from Zetts Fish Farm in
To the Editor: Pennsylvania. A Seminole Perch

I am writing to bring to your at- looks just like the Yellow Perch we
tention, your readers and perhaps, have here but it grows to three and
hopefully, the Canton-Potsdam one-half pounds and 16 inches in
Hospital Board certain conditions length. The second fish is the Chan-
that exist which I feel are nel Catfish. These two fish were
deplorable. chosen because they are hearty

First, let me say I have a lot of breeds, good eating, easy to catch,
respect for the patient care and reproduce easily and they are inex-
treatment given at our institution, pensive. We also plan to purchase
In 1949 when the need was felt forju fish from the Indian Reservation in
new wing my husband, Harry A. the spring, these will include
Bullard, was the chairman of the walleye, bass, pike, bullhead and
drive to raise these funds. He work- yellow perch. Then we will net a
ed long and hard on the project and forage base of shiners, minnows
the goal of one-quarter million and suckers so the game fish can be
dollars was realized and the (then) sustained. This will then be follow-
new wing was built at the back of ed up by a transplanting of aquatic
the existing hospital. He was at weed beds from Black Lake for
that time and for many years an cover and a distribution of gravel
active member of the board of the in key areas for improved spawn-
hospital. Since that time a second ing beds.
new wing has been built and we Who will help accomplish the
hope to see in the near future the work? We have a variety of
new Emergency Service com- organizations who will be involved,
pleted. One is Trout Unlimited, they have

However, in the meantime what already committed themselves to
of our existing Emergency Ser- teach fly-fishing in Norwood's
vice? Have you been a patient recreation program. They have
there or accompanied a friend or a purchased magazines for our
relative? I know they do what they schools as well as public libraries
can with the present limitations. I in our communities and they are
have waited there as long as four teaching fly-tying. They have pro-
hours and I am sure the problem is mised to assist the improvement of
impossible to overcome at this time waters in any way possible. Two is
but where do you wait? the Norwood Lake Association in

You have a choice of sitting in a conjunction with Jeremiah f
viilt a\ ,»H ,s»rtt' Frfvwir, iltMf y«ai« immutora at ih«

Norwood Lake Association and
patrons of Jeremiah's Tavern

in their waiting room. Try it! The transferred approximately 1,000
stench of stale tobacco and old fish to Norwood Lake. They includ-

traffic that passes or you may as
they suggest be more comfortable

Theyinclud-
cigarette butts will really bowl you ed .600 bullhead, 300 largemruth
over. On a recent admission, I tried bass and 100 northern pike. With
it. I had a bronchial condition and the help of Dr. Donald Osterberg
could hardly breathe, plus I and Jack Morgan of Potsdam
became nauseated from the foul State, the transfer was successful
air. In many restaurants, all trains and a video was filmed in the pro-
and airplanes I am given the choice cess. Three is that the DEC will
of a non-smoking section but in a provide expertise, tags for
hospital I choose between a drafty monitoring fish and general
hallway and you name it. assistance. And lastly, we are hop-

Recently I was a visitor in the ing you Will provide monetary
new wing of the Burlington Medical assistance for the purchse of fish. If
Center. On the floor which I visited you cannot provide money,
there were "No Smoking" signs in perhaps materials or public
all the public waiting rooms and assistance which is also necessary.
this was strictly enforced. If there is any organizations or in-

I do realize the hospital is aiming dividual who would like to help,
to have much better facilities for please contact me Joseph Bregg at
Emergency Service but in the 353-8868 after 1 p.m. or 353-9982.
meantime why can't the air pollu- Thank you.
tion be cleaned up? Why can't it be
kept safe and comfortable for the
patient waiting or for friends or
relatives who must accompany a
waiting patient?

So, some people are nervous and
need to relax. Too bad, it makes

Sincerely yours,
Joseph Bregg

Recreation Dept.
of Norwood
3 River St.

Norwood, 13668

you a lot more nervous when you
can't get your breath.

Yours very respectfully
Molly A. Bullard

Potsdam

Help For Fisheries-
To The Editor:

This is a general outline of the
Village of Norwood's fisheries pro-
gram. The village has taken the in-
itiative to protect and promote one
of its most outstanding assets, the
Racquette River.

Why did we do this? First of all to
educate the youth as well as adults
on how important the environment
and conservation really is. Second-
ly, there has been a serious decline
hi the past 10 years in the fish
population. A stocking program
would add the necessary
recruitments to assist in the
repopulation of our waters. Third,
to establish a habitat that is most
conducive to natural reproduction.
Fourth, to open up public access
(boat ramps) so the people of our
communities can use the Rac-
quette River for boating and
fishing. Fifth, good fishing is a ma-
jor plus in enhancing commerce hi
our communities. All one has to do
is look at what the salmon has done
for Dexter and Pulaski, perhaps
bass and walleye could enhance
tourism and business here. Lastly,
recreation is important to
everyone, adults as well as the
young and fishing is probably the
easiest and most inexpensive way
to HAVE FUN!

Where do we plan to do this? Our
first area of concern is Norwood
Lake. Then we will branch off into
Potsdam and Norfolk.

Silent Scream
To the Editor:

Planned Parenthood, in its re-
cent releases to the media, claims
that nearly four out of five New
York State residents favor abor-
tion. As a consequence, Planned
Parenthood is asking for $8 million
of your tax money and mine to
carry on their wickedly vicious
work.

If it is true that 79 percent of New
Yorkers favor abortion, then that
$8 million would be better spent to
educate the public as to what abor-
tion really is.

There was a time when people
believed that abortion was merely
the removal of a "blob of tissue."
That time is long past because
science has made tremendous
strides in the past few years.
Sonograms and other sophisticated
devices now give us what has been
called a "window to the womb."

Dr. Bernard Nathanson, a self-
styled atheist once associated with
Planned Parenthood, who admits
to having presided over the abor-
tions of 60,000 babies, is a noted
obstetrician. He has produced an
ultrasound movie, a sonogram, of
an actual suction abortion, which
he calls "The Silent Scream." This
movie shows a 10-week-old girl in
her mother's womb. She is very ac-
tive, playing, turning around and
around, sucking her thumb. Her lit-
tle heart beats at a normal rate of
about 120. But when the abor-
tionist's instrument touches the
uterine wall,, the baby immediately
recoils and her heartbeat rises
dramatically. The baby has not yet
been touched by the instrument,

but she knows something is trying
to invade her sanctuary.

It takes a strong stomach and a
complete lack of compassion to
watch this innocent human child
literally drawn and quartered —
the spine, a leg, an arm, piece by
piece — as the child wildly writhes
In agony, living through most of the
process as she tries in vain to
escape the menacing instrument.
Finally, she throws her head
backward and her mouth opens in
what Dr. Nathanson called the
"silent scream." Because of her
fright, her heartbeat is now over
200. Finally, the ghastly outline of
the forceps can be seen fishing
around to find the baby's head,
which must be crushed because it
is too large to pass through the suc-
tion tubing.

The abortionist who performed
this particular abortion consented
to have it filmed mainly out of
curiosity/When he saw the film, he
left the abortion mill and vowed he
would never return.

Can it be true that four out of five
New Yorkers approve of this bar-
baric procedure and want their tax
money to pay for it? Never!

This film, "The Silent Scream" is
locally available at no charge for
the use of groups who may wish to
view it by contacting Pearl Molnar,
21 Furnace St., Norfolk, 13667,
phone: 384-4549.

Bob Lenhart will have two show-
ings of "The Silent Scream' antf
'Window tit tH» Wrtmtv' in Puttier

Marron Hall at St. Mary's Church,
Lawrence Avenue, Jan. 21 at 7:30
and 8:30 p.m. The public is
welcome.

Respectfully,
Pearl Molnar

Norfolk

Excellent Response
To The Editor:

The response to our Holiday Joy
Program for the residents at the
Community Nursing Home of
Potsdam Inc. D/B/A Potsdam Nur-
sing Home was excellent and in-
deed a rewarding experience.

On Dec. 19, we had our Christmas
Holiday Joy party for the residents
with Christmas music provided by
the Rev. Dennis Paufler and a visit
from Santa. Several businesses in
the area were most generous with
donations of some of the suggested
gift items hi our "Holiday Joy Ap-
peal." Many residents in the com-
munity and surrounding area also
responded with the personal items
for the residents, which ranged
from clothing to electric razors.

We received a large donation to
purchase something for the home,
and a new set of tablecloths for the
patients' dining room will be pur-
chased with this. A radio for the
small dining room was also
donated.

We wish to thank all business
organizations, service clubs,
sororities and fraternities, and in-
dividuals of the community for
their part in making the holiday
season so warm for our residents.
We especially wish to thank our life
sized "Stuffed Santa" for living
with us during the season and guar-
ding our door, and also the real
Santa Claws for coming in person to
our Holiday Joy Party. Our special
thanks from our residents and staff
to the community and surrounding
area.

NormaSecours
Potsdam Nursing Home

First Thing Read
To the Editor:

I have intended for a long time to
write this letter, but always seem-
ed "too swamped." I read Betsy
Baker's column this week and must
write. I enjoy her "musings" so
much, and it is the first thing I read
in your paper each week.

We have a very personable dog
and cat, and I look forward each
week to hearing about Mouse's
escapades. Thank you, Betsy, for
the photo, and thank you for all of
the pleasure your writing gives us.
Happy New Year to you, the kids,
and that rascal Mouse.

Sincerely,
Maree Wagner

Norfolk

The Courier-Freeman welcomes letters from
readers. .

The writer must sign his or her name in original
Ink (duplicated letters will not be printed) and must
give complete address and telephone number
through which the letter may be verified prior to

publication.
Names of letter writers will not be withheld.
Letters should be typed double spaced If possible,

or neatly written or printed. Letters should not ex-
ceed 250 words (approximately two and one half
typewritten pages).

CAMPAIGN FINANCING:
Women's Issue: Shaffer-

Editor's note: The following was
written by New York Secretary of
State Gail S.Shaffer.

Mayor Koch recently said, when
discussing the issue of campaign
finance reform: "I happen to
believe there is nobody on the
Board of Estimate who sells their
vote." I would submit that this
issue and that of public financing of
election campaigns are more sub-
tle than that, and that it is so fun-
damental that the very survival of
our system of government is at
stake.

True democracy is in jeopardy.
In fact it may be an endangered
species, and the main predator is
MONEY.

The issue at hand is the obscene
influence of money in modern
political campaigns — an influence
hardly imaginable 'two centuries
ago when our Founding Parents
created a new system of govern-
ment.

Since then, the advent of televi-
sion has changed the political land-
scape, dramatically. The modern
candidate, however able he or she
may te, «UWt overcome the enor-
mous financial challenges of pur-
•«ha»i«|tv8tfver(isifv« fn major

media outlets. Potential candidates
are judged — by the press, by the
parties, by the public — less in
terms of their position on the issues
or the talents they offer than their
ability to raise funds. In the late
20th century, the Daniel Websters
and the power of ideas have been
replaced by the David Garths and
the power of money.

We as New Yorkers frequently
witness examples of this tragedy.
Most recently. Lis Holtzman,
whose qualifications and integrity
were unquestioned, was unable to
get her campaign for the U.S.
Senate off the ground because of an
inability to raise funds. Converse-
ly, the incumbent's ability to raise
funds may prevent any meaningful
discussion of his records or the
issues.

campaigns puts our public officials
in an untenable position: While
elected to uphold the public trust,
they must rely on special interests
to finance their avenue to power.
This incestuous relationship leads
to disproportionate Influence by
major contributors.

It is rarely as crass as a "vote for
sate": Iffaay be1.as subtle as the
V ' "

contributor knowing that the of-
ficial will personally take his phone
call in preference to others.
Repeatedly, we see the hallways of
Congress invaded by hordes of lob-
byists, virtually all of whom are
connected to Political Action Com-
mittees. The inordinate power
wielded by these PAC's must be
ended. They have a place in our
political process but they must be
contained. We must enact a pro-
posal like the one Senator David
Boren of Oklahoma has put forth—
limiting PAC contributions to
$100,000 for House members and to
a reasonable sliding scale based on
population for the Senate.

In addition to limiting the ag-
gregate amount Political Action
Committees can contribute to cam-
paigns, we must also Initiate public
financing of our federal and state
level campaigns. There are federal
proposals to begin this for
members of the House and Senate
and in New York, many of us have
long advocated a matching funds
formula.for state-level c a m i
«*****$ minimize the i
of special interest money,


