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Come To The Hearing
After two years' work, town of Potsdam of-

ficials are ready to present to the public their
proposed changes in the town's master plan.

At a public hearing Thursday evening,
town residents and others interested will
have an opportunity to comment on the pro-
posed changes.

Some of those changes involve clarifying
policies and procedures, defining uses not
previously covered in the code, and arrang-
ing material for easier reference.

Other changes are more substantive; for
example, the proposal to change lot size for
one-family dwellings to 1.5 acres from two
acres, the much expanded Highway
Development (H-D district, or changes in the

requirements for mobile homes.
We applaud town officials for undertaking

the difficult and time-consuming task of up-
dating the master plan. Over the years we
have observed the frustrations of town
residents who had difficulty understanding
the regulations or who could find nothing in
the regulations to apply to their particular
situation. Many residents have unwittingly
or knowingly violated town zoning or-
dinances.

We hope the proposed changes will make it
easier for town residents to follow the rules,
and easier for the town to enforce the rules.

If you have an interest in Thursday's pro-
ceedings, come and speak your mind.

Second
Thoughts...

My day.
Let me tell you about my day.
It began Monday during the late

evening hours, as I was trying to
unwind, relax, and fall asleep. Out-
side my window was a noise that
sounded like someone drilling a
well. Stopping and starting,
sometimes louder, sometimes
softer, the noise persisted until
morning.

Then there was the car. It was
stuck sideways in my driveway,
stuck so firmly that it took a tow
truck to free it. Two badly out of
sorts teenagers were late to school;
I was late leaving for Ogdensburg,
where the pages of the Courier
were waiting to be filled with
stories and photos.

Old Nellybelle was less than
cooperative during the 30-odd mile
drive. She was making funny
engine noises, her heater refused to
heat and she was hesitating like a
girl at her first dance.

The return trip would have taken
less time, but I remembered the
dog's medicine only after I had
passed the vet's office, so back,I
went some three miles in the other
direction.

Waiting at the counter for the
precious pills to be counted out, I
felt a sharp, stabbing pain in the
back of my leg. The vet's large,
orange tiger cat, attracted by the
tassels on my poncho, had an-
chored himself to my leg by one
paw while he played with the
tassels with the other paw.

There's some poetic justice
there. After all, my dog once bit the
vet on the hand.

Mouse's medicine has turned his
galloping neuroses into' frenzied
psychoses. His energy level is up
about 200 percent; his appetite —
for everything from dog food to the
corner of an antique oak bookcase
— is voracious; his bladder control
resembles that of a two-year-old
(child) on a long car trip; his
capacity for mischief is monstrous.
His leg is better too.

After complaining about the
crosswalks, I am duty bound to
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report that I saw, with my own two
eyes, a car and a truck stop for a
pedestrian (not me) at the
crosswalk in front of the St.
Lawrence National Bank,

An anonymous tipster tells me
that the Rev. Robert Shurtleff
found some mail in his box recently
that was addressed to Mrs. Robert
Shurtleff. Bob must have been sur-
prised — and the bishop certainly
would be surprised.

That reminded me of what a
member of Congregation Beth El
told me some weeks ago, that the
temple frequently receives mail
addressed to "Miss Beth El," with
salutations that read "Dear Miss
El."

Doubtless that omnipresent enti-
ty THE COMPUTER was responsi-
ble in both cases. The same com-
puter that once sent me a letter ad-
dressed to "Betsy Baker Editor."
The letter began "Dear Ms.
Editor."

Friday night's Potsdam-N-N
basketball game was a wild one,
fast moving and exciting. Coach
Kmack's young men are more than
making up for a lack of height;
they're playing with a determina-
tion, dedication and maturity that
gives them increased stature — on
and off the court.

Potsdam basketball — until a
scant three years ago — was the
Northern Athletic Conference's
doormat for a long tune; it sure is
sweet to win some games.

And it should be noted that
talented players don't win games
by themselves. Coach Kmack
pours his great coaching skills, his
heart and soul into every practice
and every game, and it shows in the
way his team plays.

Sitting in the bleachers Friday
night, I found myself in front of
some N-N fans who were deeply in-
volved in the game. So involved, in
fact, that they were making offen-
sive personal, racial and ethnic
slurs about Potsdam and the team.

I listened without turning
around, and without saying a word.
I wanted to see who was speaking,
but I thought better of it, and I'll
tell you why.

Chances are pretty good that one
or more of those who were doing
the shouting will come into my of-
fice one day, with a coming event, a
photo, a news item, or a question. I
vant to be able to smile at those
people, ask if I can help them, talk
to them, offer them the hospitality
of my office, and it would be pretty
hard to do that had I seen their
faces Friday night.

Sheila Kmack, wife of Coach

Kmack, is recuperating at home
after major surgery last week.

And Assemblyman John O'Neil,
according to his wife, Chloe Ann,
celebrated his birthday on Sunday.
I met Chloe Ann in the super-
market (it's either there or on
some playing field or other that we
usually meet), while she was shop-
ping for the birthday dinner.' Many
happy returns, John.

Meanwhile, the Potsdam girls
basketball team fights hard for
every point. So far they've come up
short of a win, but they are improv-
ing, and they sure are trying.

Monday, for the first time in my
memory, the Potsdam and N-N
teams were introduced, and the na-
tional anthem was played. The
girls noticed the change, as did
some of the parents.

It's a good tradition to have
begun at Potsdam; I hope other
area schools will follow Potsdam's
example with their girls teams.

From faraway Alaska local
author Don Purcell wrote to thank
me for reviewing his book "The
Lucky Ones." It was my pleasure,
and my regret that space limita-
tions didn't allow me to say more
nice things about the book.

My love affair with French
Canada goes back many years.
Especially I love the people. They
have a warmth, an enthusiasm, an
optimism of the spirit that, for ex-
ample, sends the menfolk out of
doors on chill April days, shirts un-
buttoned to the belly and billowing
in the wind, to smoke and talk in
the thin sunlight.

Don has captured so well the
flavor of French Canadian life, that
I can think of only one complaint
about the book: it's not long
enough.

Couldn't help noticing the sports
terminology that the loyal opposi-
tion came up with after Gov. Mario
Cuomo's state of the state
message.

State Senator John McHugh
likened the speech to throwing out
the first baseball of the season,
while Senator Ron Stafford said the
Governor's speech was "the open-
ing kickoff for the 1986 Legislative
Session."

The acid rain index for the week
ending Jan. 1 from the National At-
mospheric Deposition Program, is
as follows:

Rainfall had a pH level of 4.08,70
times more acid than normal, or
strongly acidified.

Readings are taken in Essex
County, N.Y.

Corrections
It is the policy of the Courier-

Freeman to correct factual errors.
Readers are encouraged to call

the Courier's editorial office at 268-
6000 if they have personal
knowledge of such errors.

Readers are alto encouraged to
call with "news tips" or newt
stories they believe will be of
interest.

A "beating the blues" article ill a
current magazine suggests that
those who are steeped in depres-
sion this month can cure
themselves by cleaning something
interesting, something out of the
ordinary.

I got depressed just trying to
think of something interesting to
clean.

CDP Says 'Thanks'
To the Editor:

The St. Lawrence County Com-
munity Development Program Inc.
Board of Directors and staff ex-
presses their sincere thanks to the
volunteers and civic and service
organizations, schools, churches,
hospitals, and general public for
their- generous contributions of
time, money, food, clothing and
toys, which enabled the CDP
Neighborhood Centers to suc-
cessfully administer Christmas
programs throughout the county.

Community involvement is ap-
preciated and needed during the
entire year, not only during the
holiday season. The Neighborhood
Centers rely on community in-
volvement to enable them to effec-
tively fight the "War of Poverty".
On behalf of CDP, we wish
everyone a very happy and pro-
sperous New Year and look for-
ward to continued community sup-
port.

Robert J. Flack
CDP Executive Director

Article 'Propaganda'
To the Editor:

On the first page of the
December 31, 1985 edition of the
Ogdensburg "Journal" is a caption
reading: "New Yorkers: Abortion,
Planned Parenthood OK." The ar-
ticle dies Ijfnuw that wtniM «mrr
lo support this view. Vet the reality
of Planned Parenthood's program
over the last 20 years is quite dif-
ferent — entirely different! Plann-
ed Parenthood is not part of the
solution of the "sexual revolution"
among youth. It is the problem.

As a national columnist, Colman
McCarthy noted in "The
Washington Post" in 1982: "The in-
tellectual failure of Planned Paren-
thood is that it provides no moral
context for the discussion of human
sexuality. Ethical teachings on pro-
miscuity are completely ignored.
Instead, teenagers are told the only
question is: 'What's, right for
you?'"

Planned Parenthood has largely
succeeded over the years to break
down the legal rights of parents to
guide the sexual conduct of their
children. Its so-called "clinics"
routinely distribute prescription
contraceptives such as the "pill"

, and IUD's to teens, as well as per-
form abortions, or refer for abor-
tion, without the knowledge or con-
sent of the parents.

Planned Parenthood is the
largest single provider of abortion
in mis country, Indeed in the world.
With over 50 clinics performing
tens of thousands "terminations of
pregnancies" annually in this coun-
try, its slogan "Every child a
wanted child" takes on a deadly
significance.

Marriage, sex, and family in the
traditional Judeo-Christtan view-
point are among the most precious
human values, the very foundation
of a free and humane society. It is
the great right and duty of parents
to pass on this heritage to youth.
The record of Planned Parenthood
is one of hostility to the home, to
religion, to civilized sexuality and
to freedom itself. If the people of
New York are aware of this record,
I do not believe they sanction Plan-
ned Parenthood as the Associated
Press dispatch would have us
believe. The whole article reads
like propaganda.

Phillip M.Jacques
Ogdensburg

Funding Good News
To the Editor:

Good news I Governor Cuomo has
asked that $10 million dollars be
placed in the budget for the expan-
sion of family planning services
throughout the state. The Governor
is to be commended for supporting
our Initiative because we know that
the only way to prevent unintended
pregnancies is through strong, af-
fordable access to a full range of
reproductive health care services.

Planned Parenthood of Northern
New York is proud to be a part of
the state's family planning pro-
gram — the program which has
been credited nationally with
preventing 800,000 unwanted
pregnancies — and 443,000 abor-
tions — in a single year. A program
which mainly has served the poor,
the underemployed, the young.

It is odd that those who profess to
be strongly opposed to abortion are
so vocal in their desire to shut down
family planning programs — the

directly in front of the professional
building (doctors' offices).

— 7:30 p.m., At the beginning of
the regular Village Board" meeting
at 7:90 p.m. (during the period lor
citizen comment) anyone wishing
to do so may comment on and have
questions answered regarding the
Local Development Corporation
proposed for the Village of
Potsdam.

Both the hearing at 7 p.m. and
the regular Village Board meeting
at 7:30 p.m. will be held in the
Board Room of the Civic Center.
Details on the proposed parking
bans may be obtained by calling
the Village Clerk at 265-7480.
Details on the proposed Local
Development Corporation may be
obtained from either the Ad-
ministrator (265-7480) or the Com-
munity Development Director (265-

Very truly yours,
Paul J. Claffey, Mayor

Village of Potsdam

one program which has done the
most to actually alleviate un-
wanted pregnancies and abortion.
Their rhetoric is so silly and unin-
formed, that I find it hard to
believe that they share any lasting
concern for women, their children
and families. However, attacks on
family planning do make sense to
those whose real aim is to destroy
the right of every individual to con-
trol of their own bodies. The right
to information and education and
contraceptive services. The right
to privacy. The right to personal
decision-making. The right to per-
sonal choice.

Let me share with you several of
the programs PPNNY has been
able to foster this year with the sup-
port of our many friends in the
North Country to preserve and pro-
tect these rights.

— We have started a program
through our Adolscent Pregnancy
Program, The Circle, to address
lob readiness skills for teen parents
In three counties.

— We have worked hi conjunc-
tion with the Jefferson and St. ftrft,,n D«!eoc
Lawrence County Public Health UlOUp KdlSeS
Nursing Services to obtain monies
for pre-natal care for women in-
eligible for Medicaid.

— We have entered Into a part-
nership with Canton-Potsdam
Hospital to recruit a physician for
OB-GYN practice who will take
Medicaid patients.

— We have helped over 4,000
women with tevmty p\f\nnnw aor
vices and' provided resource
assistance to an additional 4,000
parents, professionals, students,
and community organizations.

Governor Cuomo's concern for
maternal and child health and welL-
being — first through his Perinatal
Initiative and now through the
Family Planning Initiative is in-
deed good news for all New
Yorkers who share our concerns
about preventing unintended
pregnancy. This Initiative stands
as a beacon light that says family
planning is one measure of real, ge-
nuine respect for life.

LlndaS. Griffin
President,

Planned Parenthood
of Northern New York .•-..

Microwave Donated
Editor's note: The following letter
was sent to James Snell. It is
reprinted at the request of the
writer.
DearJim:

On behalf of all involved in the
Potsdam Junior Hockey Associa-
tion, I would like to extend to you
our sincere thanks for your dona-
tion of the microwave oven for our
snackbar.

The snack bar is a key fund
raiser for our association. The
revenues generated by this snack
bar help defray the costs to each of
our participants, keeping our costs
to each player one of the lowest in
the state.

Again, many thanks for your
community support.

Sincerely yours,
LonnyVarney

President,
Potsdam Junior

Hockey Association

Nurses Say Thanks
To the Editor:

To all of the people from the com-
munity who stood behind us during
our contract negotiations by calling
the Canton-Potsdam Hospital and
their administrators to snow your
support of us, the nurses, we send a
sincere THANK YOU. Your calls of
support were helpful in our bid for
obtaining a fair and equitable con-
tract. We will continue to provide
the high standards of care that our
hospital has given in the past. Once
again, thank you one and all for
yoursupport.

The Registered Nurses
of the Canton-Potsdam

Hospital
Scott Seagrave, RN

Chairperson
Council of

Nursing Practioners

Meeting, Hearing Set
\ o the Editor:

There will be opportunities on
Monday, Jan. 20, 1986 for public
comments and questions on each of
two important matters as follows:

— 7 p.m., A hearing will be held
at this tune on a proosed law to ban
parking on the south side of Cottage-
Street directly opposite the hospital
and on the east side of Beal Street

To the Editor:
On Friday, Nov. 22, 1985 the

Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity spon-
sored a fundraiser for charity at
the Whiskey One. The event was
entitled "The Final Happy Hour,"
and it took place between 4 and 8
p.m. Tickets were sold presale and
«Jitt»p dtofir jam* rthr drotnaafe rtwm
this event were donated entirely to
charity.

The proceeds were recently
donated to the Po t sdam
Neighborhood Center and the
regional chapter of the March of
Dunes. A total of $365 was raised by
this event; it was divided evenly
between the two charities. The
Neighborhood Center put the
money into their big brother/big
sister program.

Thank you to everyone who
helped to make the fundraiser a
huge success. A great tune was had
by all who attended and it was all
for a good cause.

Thank you.'
Sincerely,

EricA. Gunnison
Chairman

Fundraiser Committee

Feed The Birds
To the Editor:

To add to your New Year's
resolutions, even the ones that may
be already broken, I'd like to sug-
gest you get a bird feeder and/or
bird house for yourself and/or so-
meone else.

Many birds stay in our area over
the winter and they need to keep
their normal body temperature at
106 degrees to survive. They need
protection from the chill winds and
snow.

Any care you can give them will
be a good investment. Besides the
pleasures of their wonderful songs
and soaring flights, they win
reward you by keeping your yard
and garden insects under control
(they eat literally bushels in a
season).

that's a good investment in your
environment and your descen-
dants' as you don't need super ex-
pensive highly toxic chemicals that
poison everything they touch or
come in contact with including
wildlife, pets and humans.

Mary Rita Crowe

Lawmakers' Fault
To the Editor:

In a recent letter that you ran,
the writer was complaining that he
had to show I.D. hi order to pur-
chase beer or wine coolers at a cou-
ple of local supermarkets. The way
that he went about carrying on was
a little childish. It is the cashiers'
job to ask for proof of age, a lot of
times they could lose their jobs if
they don't. This may not mean
much to someone that thinks that
be is better than the rest of us who
go through the same thing, but I
understand that they have to do it. I.
think that the writer more or less
told all the underage people in town
that Great American will sell you
beer so don't shop anywhere else.
His complaint; and anyone else
that thinks that it is unfair, shoud
be with the New York State
lawmakers, not the supermarkets
or the cashiers that are just trying
to Obey the law.

Sincerely,
BrendaMoulton

Norwood

The Courier-Freeman welcomes letters from
readers. , _._ ,

The writer mutt sign his or her name in original
ink (duplicated letters will not be printed) and must
give complete address and telephone number
through which the letter may be verified prior to

publication
Names ofletter writer* will not be withheld.
* " - - ^.^.^mmtJt L A I I II • J J j U t M * —— — — — J I f M

or neaUy written or printed. Letters •boulo- not ex-
ceed 380 wordi (approximately two and one half,
typewritten pages).

How 'bout those Bears? Just • i r A I T I i A k i r \ O l r r r v /
think of all the absolutely free HFAI TH A N D SAPFTY'
publicity Potsdam College is get- ' ' L n L - • ' ' n 1 1 u ° f " u l ' "
ting since the Bears' No. 1 Div. Ill
rank ing was announced.
Newspapers all over the country
run those rankings.

And the Bears made the David
Letterman show last Thursday, I
hear. I didn't see it; 12:30 a.m.'s
too late for me.

Caution Urged In Winter Driving

BETSY BAKER, Editor
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ALBANY - Although winter
didn't officially begin until Dec. 21,
many of us had already had our
first blast of winter driving," said
New York State Transportation
Commissioner Franklin E. White.
"Driving In winter weather re-
quires an extra measure of cau-
tion."

"Bridge roadways often ice up
sooner than the streets and
highways that lead to them," Com-
missioner White said. "In some
situations, bridge pavements are
the only ones to become icy and
- — , This is became the expos*

^ r t b i i d g e deck* is wi-
der than the earth under the ap-

freezing mark.
"If you possibly can, Just proceed

evenly, at the same speed and
direction. And If you skid, steer in
the direction of the sUd and do not
brake until steering control Is

w* ntf tile
•round the

imissioner White noted that
highway maintenance crews of the
state Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) do their best to sand
and salt pavements that became
slippery fii snow and Ice storms.
Statewide, DOT mobilizes more
than 4,000 snowfighters operating
nearly l.soo tawk plows and otbe?
equfoment. Their mission Is to
maffitata safe travel condition*
ovw New York1. 15,800 miles of

' w a y s , which include over

municipal and other
oover another 94,000

18^'^V^skll la^htf ^h Ih^ f l f ^ r i ^ J t

The transportation commis-
sioner also urged motorists to be
especially cautious when near
snowplows and other highway
equipment. Plows and sanding
trucks are always out early to help
keep the roads clear, but often it is
necessary for them to drive slowly
to do the job properly. Plows or
rotary snowthrowers naturally
obstruct the view, so it is wise to
slowdown and keep far enough
back to be able to see clearly.

Suggestions to help In the fight
against old man winter include
having the family car prepared
with a tune up, check of ana-freeze.

To attempt to pass such equip-
ment is dangerous as the road sur-
face ahead Is usually very poor. By
starting early during Incleffient
weather and allowingetwughtime,
it will not be necessary to rush and,
take chances by trying to pass
plows and sanding trucks.

*^^


