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Play Therapy Said Helping Autistic
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Potsdam Native Wins National Broadcast Award
PLATTSBURGH — WCFE-TV, ago, "Running the River," and

Channel 57, won a coveted national Adirondack Journal segment,
award from the Corporation for received a special mention. WCFE-
Public Broadcasting (CPB) recent-
ly. Producer/director Tomas
Howie's "Shantytown," a segment
in his Adirondack Outdoors series,
was named Best Informational
Program by CPB at its annual
awards ceremony in Philadelphia
last November.

Howie was born and raised in
Potsdam, where his father, Vincent
Howie, operates Vince's Barber
Styling Shop on Elm Street.

A1975 graduate of Potsdam Cen-
tral High School, Howie attended
Potsdam College for two years.

The program, depicting ice-
fishing on Lake Champlain, was
filmed on the Port Henry region of
the Lake, and was broadcast in
February 1985.

The competition for the annual
awards is nationwide among PBS
stations, and Howie's program was
competing with much larger sta-
tions, including WGBH Boston and
WTTW Chicago, both of which
received honorable mentions in
this category. Howie received the
award from CPB Board Chairper-
son, Sonla Landau, at a banquet
with over 400 in attendance. It is
the second CPB award WCFE-TV
has won in three years. Two years'

TV is among the smallest PBS sta-
tions ever to win a top CPB award.

The judges' citation for the
award stated that the program was
"an excellent use of pictures to tell
the story...more art than informa-
tion. Lets the story tell itself. A tru-
ly "local" program."

Preliminary research on the pro-
gram was done by Dr. Shelley
Posen, an expert on folklore from
Canada, however the production of
the program was exclusively
Howie's.

After receiving his award Howie
said: "I am excited about the
award, especially after knowing I
was in line with some pretty good
company. T feel the Judges perhaps
chose "shantytown" because of its
unorthodox format. Usually, out-
door shows use a host and
he/shebecomes the focus of. the
show, whereas-Adirondack Out-
doors stands or falls on the merits
of the subject matter and the pro-
duction. I could not have had the
success I did producing this pro-
gram without the wonderful
cooperation and enthusiasm of the
people of Port Henry. The award is
as much a tribute to them as it is to
Channel 57."

The general manager of WCFE-
TV, Gerald Bates concluded: "I
couldn't be more delighted. I feel
especially good for Tom to win
against major city stations,
boasting many multiples of WCFE-
TV's budget and staff size. The
North Country deserves as power-
ful a local program effort as any
big city and we're proud that we've
been able to provide that benefit to
our area. We like to think we're
building a future hand-in-hand with
the community."

Mid town Notes
Bunny and John Sullivan's

granddaughter, Susan, visited dur-
ing Christmas holidays.

Maria Garcia, from Massena,
visited Vince and Aletha Calipari.
They are also the proud great-
grandparents of Christian, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Mayette.

Helen Richardson is finally back
at Midtown, after an extended
vacation. She left for Syracuse on
the 23rd of November, and return-
ed on Jan. 3. Where she traveled in
between is anyone's guess, but
we're all happy she made it back
safely.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Clukey
visited his mother, Greba, this past
week.

Ida Girtman, from Manteno, 111.,
visited her sisters, Rena Fredricks
and Christy Whitmarsh.

Claire Longale spent Christmas
with her daughter and family, Mr:
and Mrs. Richard Corbin in Vien-
na, Wash., D.C.

Gladys Perkins is staying with
her cousin, Claire Longale, for a
few days.

Gladys Belmore -spent the
holidays with her son, Peter, who
lives on Cherry Street.

Margaret. Pitcher's family from
Caroline Beach, Sandy Creek, and

Sandstone
Senior Citizens

BY MILLIE GILMORE
Christinas and New Year's have

come and gone. The increase in
Social Security checks has arrived
and the cost of medicine has in-
creased.

Your correspondent, Millie
Gilmore, made one big New Year's
resolution not to fall again and stay
healthy. My wrist cast came off
Friday so that I can write better..

Penny bingo will be played from
1 to 3 p.m. Jan. 11 in the Midtown
commuhoty room.

Edith Spears went by bus to
Groton, Conn, to spend Christmas
with her daughter, Barbara, son,
Raymond, his wife and two
children. She stopped over in
Syracuse both ways to visit her
sister, Lora Soccone and deliver
presents. She was glad to be home.

Joe Sears, Office for the
director, has been hopsitall
again as he was allergic to
medicine given him. He is back to
work, pact time. Several people
seem to be sich with colds or flu.

Socrates, their cats, enjoyed a bit
of catnip while we were opening
our gifts, and they really perform-
ed for us! They especially enjoyed
all the Christinas wrappings, and
had fun hiding in them, so cute to
watch. ,

Tee Williams and daughter went
to Rochester, N.Y. over Christmas.

Ruth Thomas' sister-in-law, Rita
Chose, passed away; her home was
in Lake Mills, Iowa.

My daughter, Judith and hus-
band John had been doing all of my
grocery shopping for the past six
weeks, while I was recuperating,
and when Gladys Page offered to
take me shopping today, I jumped
at the chance. It was so good to be
able to do my own again.

Millie Gilmore had the cast
removed from her arm, watch her
go now!

An impromptu New Year's Eve
party was held here at Midtown,
and enjoyed by all who attended.
We even had noise makers, kettles,
horns, etc.

Hope everyone has a happy and
healthy New Year.

Photodynamic Therapy
Topic For Physicians

"Photodynamic Therapy of
Malignancy" will be the topic of an
educational program for area
physicians Jan. 14 at 12:30 p.m. in
the Canton-Potsdam Hospital
Medical Library.

Dr. Steven" Selman, associate
professor of surgery, and Dr.
James McCaughan, Jr., clinical
assistant professor of surgery, of
Ohio State University, will conduct
a two-day teleconference with the
local physicians.

A 30-minute slide/lecture presen-
t a t i o n w i l l p r e c e e d the
teleconference.

The objective of this program is
to review the scientific concepts
and clinical applications of
hematoporphyrin derivative
photodynamic therapy so that the
physician will understand the prin-
ciples of photodynamic therapy,
the chemical nature of hematopor-
phyrin derivative, and the ap-
p l l c a b i l i t y of l a s e r s to
photodynamic therariy.

For additional information, con-
tact the Canton-Potsdam Hospital
Medical Records office.

BY SUE ELLEN FISHER
CANTON — Jason MacDonald is

8, He can't talk. He isn't toilet
trained. He doesn't go to school like
other boys his age.

Jason is autistic.
His parents took him to doctors in

Syracuse and Burlington, Vt. One
doctor in Syracuse said that Jason
was autistic. Other area doctors
said he had "autistic traits" but
was not autistic.

An autistic child is one who
refuses to look at anyone directly
or one who does repetitive things
like twirling in circles or rocking or
seems to be a slow learner.

His mother, Sherry MacDonald
of Canton, said she heard so many
opinions from doctors that she
didn't know who to trust.

But she knew Jason needed help
so she Drought him to see Andrejza
Dubinsky ofPotsdam. She is a play
therapist who has studied under
well-known people in the field of
autism. A play therapist doesn't
have a license to help autistic
children but uses her own ex-
perience to help the child.

Dubinsky charges $15 per hour.
She massages the child's feet while
she talks to him and uses toys to get
his attention. She massages his feet
because It's believed the font
to the rest <»f the body *n she
working on a response from him.

For Sherry MacDonald, the ses-
sions were worth it, she said.

For the past seven years nothing
mattered much to Jason: not his
sister, parents, or anyone. He did
most things by himself, his mother
said.

"He's come a long way. He feeds
himself now' and he plays with
trucks. That makes me really hap-
py. He was excited about
Christmas and he opened his
presents for the first time," Mac-
Donald said.

"He's changed a lot since Andre-
Jza's been working with him. He's
been more involved with us and
he's happy with people he knows.
He seems to be more open," she
said, "and he sure does get into
things like he didn't before."

Dubinsky has worked with Jason
for 11 months now, she said.

"He doesn't talk but we hope
someday he will. He does say
'Momma' when we're working with •
him but he doesn't have a conver-
sation with us," MacDonald said.

Because Dubinsky sees him only
on Saturdays she taught Mac-
Donald and her 10 year-old
daughter, Stacy, to massage his
feet and talk to him.

"Stacy keeps a diary of the
things she does with Jason each
day. She wants to be a teacher
someday,'' she said.

Play therapy is a good thing, she
said."Anybody with a child like
Jason, who is autistic, should see
Andrejza. She loves kids and she's
good with them. And Jason really
likes her,"TVfacDonald said.

Slow Learner?
Cindy Brenno of Ogdensburg has

a 14 year-old autistic child.
But because her son could talk

and was able to learn, doctors told
her that he wasn't autistic. Jason
was a "slow learner" the doctors
said. They told her Jason was the
way he was and couldn't be chang-
ed.

Now Jason attends Kennedy
School taking classes under a
special BOCES program for emo-
tionally handicapped children. And
he's changed.

"According to the school, he's
changed quite a bit. Before it was
very frustrating for him to take a
test. He used to throw his pencils
when he couldn't answer a ques-
tion. He quit. He could never com-
plete a test. Now if he doesn't know
an answer, he'll put his pencil down
and think about the answer," Bren-
no said.

Jason knows a lot about construc-
tion. He builds toy bridges and
designs things. Before he wouldn't
use people in his play. Now he does,
Brenno said.

There is hope. Parents shouldn't
give up. "I'm so afraid that some of
them are going to be locked up in
an institution, Brenno said.

"With autism, you can have one
super smart kid who can operate a
computer and another kid who
can't do a thing. Apparently doc-
tors don't know that much about it
because it (autism) was only
discovered about 40 years ago. At
that time they thought the kid was

m

For years teachers said he> just odd because he"was quiet and
wasn't learning He was distract liked to be alone But ndw they
ting the other fcids «<• entered,pee .auiialit «htldw ato* mi' <« tt*
first grade at Sherman School. The kids are forced to socialize in the
teachers said he was too advanced.
Next he went to Madill School. The
teacher put him into a corner to ad-
just to the big classroom, Brenno
said, but the kids laughed and he
become more withdrawn.

Jason was even enrolled at
classes at the St. Lawrence
Psychiatric Center but Brenno was
told that "he didn't belong there
because he could learn," she said.

No one understood. He wasn't
retarded. He wasn't slow. He was
autistic.

Autism is still new, Brenno said.
"The kids are good, normal-looking
kids. So it doesn't dawn on parents
until they (the kids) are about two
yeafs old and then what do you do
with them?" she asked.

The last doctor she brought
Jason to suggested that she go and
see: Andrejza Dubinsky. And she
did.

schools," Brenno said.
But these children need to be

helped early — at the age of two or
three, she said.

Because Brenno has to commute
to Potsdam a couple times a week.
for Jason to attend the sessions
with. Dubinsky, she thought she.
could train to give play therapy
sessions in Ogdensburg for people
living here with autistic children. .

She's learning the massages and
learning how to make eye contact
with the children and keep it, she
said.

"Eye contact is the key to
reaching them. You have to go into
their world before they can go into
yours," Brenno said, "if we could
get enough people in it, then we
could get something here."

For more information contact
Dubinsky at 265-2906.

Rossi Promoted To Park V.P., Newspaper Operations

TOMAS HOWIE

Oswego, spent Christmas Day with
her.

Annette Becker enjoyed the

ITHACA - Robert J. Rossi has
been promoted to vice president,
newspaper operations, Park Com-
munications, Inc., Roy H. Park,
chairman of the Ithaca, N.Y .-based
communications company has an-
nounced.

-' Rossi , act ive with Park
Newspapers for 13 years, has been
general manager/editor of the
Courier News, Blytheville, Ark.,
and regional coordinator of Park
Newspapers' Central Division
since 1983. He replaces J. Allan
Meath who has resigned to accept a
position as President of Alameda
Newspapers, inc. of Hayward,

Calif.
Rossi joined Park Newspapers as

vice president for operations in
1973, shortly after the purchase oi
the first Park Newspaper in
Warner Robins, Ga. He served in
that capacity until'1978 when he
purchased a beef and tobacco farm
on Turnip Creek, near Charlotte
Courthouse, Va. and established a
newspaper consulting business
with Park Newspapers as a prin-
cipal client.

Rossi returned to the company on
a full time basis in 1983 as, general

He holds a bachelor's degree
from Denison University in Gran-
g e , Ohio and has done graduate
work at the University of Pitt-
sburgh and Columbia University
Graduate School in journalism.

Rossi and his wife, Mary
Kathryn, have two daughters, one
of whom, Claudia, is a graduate of
Ithaca College School of Business.
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BuffS TO
St. Lawrence-Adirondack

Region of the Antique Automobile
Club of America will hold the first
of its monthly winter meetings at 7
p.m. on Wednesday at the St.
Lawrence Inn on Court Street in
Canton.

Club president Ray Stiles, will
conduct a business meeting which
will focus on the upcoming AACA
National Fall Meet in Lake Placid
on Sept. 18-21 which the local region
is co-hosting with the Whiteface
Mountain Region of AACA. Com-
mittee reports will be heard as well
as a scheduled report from Laura
Bushey, director of the souvenir
brochure which is planned to com-

memorate the Lake Placid meet.
In addition to the Lake Placid

meet the club will discuss other an-
tique car shows and events for the
coming year. Selected slides of
previous old car events will be
shown at the conclusion of. the
meeting.

Members and interested persons
are welcome to attend. The club
has scheduled its mid-winter ban-
quet for Feb. 15 at the St. Lawrence
Inn. Social hour is from 6 to 7 with a
buffet beginning at 7 p.m. For more
information about these and other
activities of the antique car club,
contact secretary Glenn Seymour
at 265-6985.
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Times, Osceola, Ark.; The Mlssco
Shopper Guide, Osceola, Ark.; The
Helena World, Helena, Ark.; The
Twin City Tribune, West Helena,
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Evening .News, Jeffersonvllle,
Ind.; The Clark County Journal,
Jeffersonville, Ind.; and The Col-
dwater Daily Reporter, Coldwater,
Mich..

"Bob played a very key part in
our first six years in the newspaper
business during which the group
grew to 10 daily, seven non-daily
and 12 controlled distribution

Park said. "He re-
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Officials say they are still
unclear on how a recent state Court
of Appeals ruling will affect
Potsdam's village zoning- law that
limits the number of unrelated peo-
ple living together in a single-
family unit.

On Dec. 26, the state's highest
court struck down an Oyster Bay,
L.I., zoning ordinance that
prevented unrelated people from
living together in certain residen-
tial zones.

Officials say they are still
unclear how the ruling will affect
Potsdam's ordinance, which
doesn't prevent unrelated people
from living together, but limits the
number to five.

Margo Fenn, a member of the St.
Lawrence County Planning Office,
said she has not yet seen a copy of
the court ruling and cannot com-
ment on its effects on local or-
dinances until she sees the precise
wording.

It's possible, she said, that the
ruling doesn't apply to ordinances
that limit rather than restrict
unrelated people living together.

In Potsdam's ordinance, a family
is defined as the traditional group
of related persons or up to five
unrelated individuals. Only one
family is allowed in each living
unit, unless the house is defined as
a group dwelling such as a fraterni-
ty or sorority house.

Village Attorney Peter Lekki
also said he has not seen a copy of
the recent Oyster Bay ruling, but
said a similar ruling about two
months ago indicated that or-
dinances like Potsdam's would still
stand.

The earlier ruling indicated that
a restriction would be allowable,
Lekki said.

Fenn said that if a municipality
can draw a connection between its

ordinance and the public's welfare,
then the law would likely stand.

There is a good basis for limiting
the numbers of unrelated prople
living together in a college com-
munity like Potsdam, Fenn said.

Culminating some two years of
effort, members of the village's
Planning Board and Zoning Board
of Appeals will meet Wednesday to
go over the final draft of a revision
of the zoning ordinance.

Whether the new ordinance will
contain a limit on unrelated people
living together likely depends on
what local officials learn before the
proposal is passed on to the Board
of Trustees for consideration. —

The two boards meet at 7:30 p.m.
in the Civic Center board room.
Members of both boards stress that
their work is passed on to the
trustees for consideration. No new
law will be passed without a hear-
ing before the village board, of-
ficials say.

Commonly known as "anti-
grouper" laws, ordinances restric-
ting unrelated people living
together are designed to perserve
s i n g l e - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l
neighborhoods.

In Potsdam, the "family" defini-
tion helps cut down on noise, traffic
and population density in already
crowded neighborhoods.

An anti-grouper law in Albany is
currently under challenge in a-
trial-level court by college
students.

The Court of Appeals said that a
zoning law discriminating against
unmarried couples and groups of
roommates solely because they are
not related to each other "violates
our state constitutional guarantee
that no person shall be deprived of
property without due process of
law."

ly pleased to have someone assume
this vice presidency who has been
with the company since we entered
the newspaper field.''

"I am happy to be back in the
home office, Rossi said of his ap-
pointment. "I look forward to the
challenge and opportunity to con-
tinue the growth pace we have set
in the industry."

Rossi, 58, began his newspaper
career with The Daily Pacifican,
The U.S. Army newspaper serving
the Phillipine Islands In 1945. He
has held management positions
with The News Journal, Mansfield,
Ohio; The Lake County Herald-
News, Willoughby, Ohio; The
Courier News, Elgin, 111.; and The
Tribune, New Albany, Ind, In 1973,
he resigned as southern division
general manager of Thompson
Newspapers to join Park
Newspapers.

Girl Charged In
Theft Of Rings

COLTON — Canton State Police
Saturday afternoon charged a 16
year-old Colton girl with grand
larceny after she allegedly stole a
diamond ring and an opal ring from
a Colton residence.

The girl stole the rings from the
home of Patricia A. Dennis of Col-
ton. Troopers say the girl and Den-
nis were acquaintances.

The d i a m o n d r i n g w a s
recovered, troopers say.

The 16 year-old was arraigned
before Colton Town Justice Cora
Walter and released in her own
recognizance to appear in Colton
town court Jan. 14.

1

Allen and Nancy Ellen Bump Ran-
dall, Willisville Rd., Rt. 4,
Potsdam.

Parishville
Editor's note: Parishville-

Hopkinton correspondent Helen
Condon is on vacation. For news to
be included in Parishville-
Hopkinton News and Notes, call the
Courier-Freeman office at 265-6000.

The Ladies "Aid Society of the
Parishville United Methodist
Church will meet at 7:30 p.m. Jan.
9 at the home of Jane Daby.

Zonta Plans
Of

The Potsdam Area Zonta Club
will hold its first meeting of 1986 on
Thursday at the Town House
Restaurant in Potsdam. Dinner
will begin at 6 p.m. with a program
and business meeting to follow.

The guest speaker for January is
Joan Englehart, co-chairman of
the Zonta International Organiza-
tionand Extension Committee, who
wiU address the topic of how to
organize a new Zonta club. Mrs.
Englehart is also the co-chairman
of the Zonta District II Organiza-
tion and Extension Committee, .a
former Area Director and past
Governor of District II which takes
in all of New York State and parts
of Eastern Canada. She is current-
ly the president of the Tioga County
Area zonta Club and Executive
Director of the Tioga County
Chamber of Commerce.
" In addition to the speattfc the
Potsdam Area Club wUlbe discuss-
ing jpring service projects and
fund raisers at the January
meeting.


