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aisles for years. Refusals to accept
nonplcture ID. God forbid you, like
me, should own no picture ID.
Forever relegated to Kool Aid and
Orange Crush.

,«,.„ For seven years I've shopped at
abortions than any other in the Super Duper and P & C. But sud-
world. One observer has said: <>«»ly. shopping is a chore for
'They are the greatest promoters which I must donn camouflage

from

Upset By Campaign
To The Editor:'

Planned Parenthood is the
organization which performs more

Expensive Lesson
Like the chill winds of a January

snowstorm, Potsdam Village Treasurer Bar-
bara Lenhart's predictions of a $317,000
village revenue shortfall and a tax rate hike
of $27 per $1,000 of assessed valuation blew
over the village Board of Trustees Monday
night.

According to the report Lenhart presented
to the trustees, the village's hydroelectric
plant will have a $168,000 shortfall, accoun-
ting for more than half of the tax rate hike.
Loss of federal Revenue Sharing funds, in-
creased liability insurance costs, contracted
salary increases and inflation make up the
rest.

Let us deal with only one aspect of the pro-
blem before the village: the hydroelectric
plant One old bromide comes to mind — "It
,»emert tike Jk 4onrt irtftH *\ tta :'.mi».

To some, rebuilding the village's
hydroelectric plant did seem like a good idea
when it was proposed about seven years ago.

By renovating the plant, using some of the
electricity and selling the rest, the village
could save money on its utility bills and
make a profit, so the plan went.

But the plan, and the plant, went awry.
Costs ballooned, there/-were frequent
breakdowns and significant malfunctions,
the village spent years attempting to
negotiate with Niagara Mohawk for the sale
of locally-produced electricity, and litigation
still looms large over the project.

One village official, Mayor Paul Claffey,
then a trustee, questioned the initial plans
for the hydroelectric project. We remember
very well how Mayor Claffey disagreed with
the consulting engineers on the figures for
the amount of electricity that could be pro-
duced, as well as the profit that could be
made

\\ >'«>v v' ",ht ?A6fi.0W bvdroelecf.rif plant
shortfall this year, we wish Mayor Clartey'a
views had prevailed. It's an expensive
lesson.

of death in the Western world."
Smarting from the blow they

received as the result of a reduc-
tion of their funds from all levels of
government, Planned Parenthood
officials vowed to launch a nation-
wide campaign to promote abor-
tion. The first salvo of that cam-
paign was heard in-the North Coun-
try via the various media on Dec.
31, when press releases announced
that a poll commissioned by none
other than Planned Parenthood
reveals that the people of New
York State favor, enthusiastically,
more and more abortions. This as-
tounding information was sup-
posedly deduced from a study of
900 people.

Polls, your readers know, can
prove almost anything the pollsters
want to prove. It all depends on
how the questions are asked and
who answers the questions. I am
positive that in one day's time I
could find at least 1,000 people right
here in Ogdensburg who would
state categorically that they op-
pose abortion, and further, that
they oppose state funding of abor-
tion. Just let me ask the question
and let me choose those to be ques-

Allow me to quote from Senator
Orrin Hatch's booklet entitled,
"The Value of Life." He says:

The facts are gruesome. Since
abortion became legal in 1973,

fatigues (a shirt and tie,) and
secure affadavits from my five
closest friends — and my accoun-
tant — verifying that I was indeed
born during the lackluster year of
1951. How dare I shop without two
picture ID's pinned to my lapels.
Who do I think I am?

Now,, when I shop, I feel a
tightness in my chest. A lump In
my throat. I lick my chops and
prepare a battle plan. Look old, I
think to myself. Straighten my tie.
Smooth the wrinkles from my
Jacket. Borrow my friend's kids so
the checkout girl will think they're
mine. Look for a familiar face at
the checkout counter. But, believe
it or not, the same girls who have
been squeezing my fruit and
vegetables for seven years and who
smile and ask me how I am, won't
sell me a six pack without my runn-
ing through a song and dance of
This is Your Life.

Do I sound hostile? You should
have seen the woman ahead of me
at the counter the other day,
squeezing the life out of her six-
year-old child's throat as she
argued with the manager. Perhaps
after a long day at the office, we
nave better ways to qpenti our
money than to undwwrltfc ag-
gressive policies and rude
behavior.

Now when I go shopping, I silent-
ly thank Mario Cuomo for rekindl-

Second
Thoughts...

more than~17~miifion~children have ing my youth. And then, I open the
been killed by abortion. That's door to Great American, where

Enough snow awreddy.
Old Nellybelle greeted the latest

snowfall by planting her rear
quarters In a snowbank that used to
be my driveway — twice. The first
tune a neighbor and I dug her* out.
The second time, which just hap-
pened to coincide with the usual
early morning rush to school and
office, required the good services
of a tow truck. Spring, where are
you?

On the other hand, although I
meanuao personal affront, among
my blessings I am counting the fact
mat I do not call Watertown home.
I can't even think coherently about
123 inches of snow.

Early Tuesday morning, while
most of the populace lay sleeping,
trucks and snow moving equipment
were busy in downtown Potsdam
chiseling away at the snowbanks
and clearing the sidewalks. The ex-
haust from the many engines gave
Elm Street an eerie, fog-shrouded
appearance in the pink glow of"
sunrise. .

I do have one minor complaint,
however, and that is the height of
some of the snowbanks in residen-
tial areas. It's getting a mite hard
to see over the tops of them without
a periscope.

And it's time to complain about
the crosswalks again. The com-
plaint is the same: most drivers —
on one recent' morning including
the driver of a Potsdam Village
vehicle — completely ignore
pedestrians in duly designated
crosswalks. It's a state law, but
who wants to test it when 30 mph.
traffic is bearing down on them?

Very quietly, Lt. Dale Wells put
in his last day at the Potsdam
Police Department and retired. I
will miss him. He's a likeable per-
son, as well as a competent police
officer, and he always answered

Acid Rain Index

questions.

Marilyn Home was nothing less
than magnificent on Saturday
afternoon in "L'ltaliana in Algeri."
I banned human, canine and feline
from the kitchen, turned on my old,
but good, GE radio, and settled
back to listen.

It was a snowy January evening
some 21 years ago that I, to my
eternal regret, did not go to St.
Lawrence to hear a recital by a
new, young soprano who was short-
ly to become a major figure 4n the
opera world.

It was coid, the roads were bad,
and I decided not to go to hear
Marilyn Home that night. In later
years I did see her in person, once
in Chicago and once in New York.
By that time everyone knew her
name and her voice, with its
seamless, velvety richness.

As students we spent endless
hours discussing singers' voices.
With Home, the point of contention
was always her "break," the note
or notes at which a singer must
make an internal accomodation or
produce a squawk instead of a
pear-shaped tone.

None of us could find. Home's
break, and I still can't. At 50, she's
in fine voice, indeed.

Poor Mouse has a misery in his
only hind leg. Winter is hard for
him. The streets are slippery and
he loses his footing; the snowbanks
are so inviting that he forgets and
jumps in; the cold chills him right
to the bone, but still he has to be
coaxed indoors. »

The vet has medicine that will
help, but not cure.

Mouse loves his winter walk,
though, and I, following behind
with less enthusiasm, get a kick out
of seeing his three-legged patterns
in the snow. .

Some good folks are already say-
ing that decision-making in the
county legislature will be done in
caucus, behind closed doors, and
that very little of importance will
be decided before the full board. I
wonder...

Public television will offer some
help this week for parents and
students trying to plan for college
expenses. On Wednesday, at 8
p.m., PBS (channel 12 cable or 18
non-cable) will broadcast "Paying

For College '86," a program on stu-
dent aid sponsored by the state
Higher Education Services Cor-
poration.

During the show, students and

Earents may phone in for free and
ave their questions answered.

Musing I was the other day about
what people today consider an in-
expensive meal.

When I was growing up my
mother fixed macaroni and cheese
— next to nothing in cost then, but
costly now if you use real Cheddar;
fish chowder (have you looked at
the price of haddock lately?);
salmon loaf (ditto the price of a can
of red sockeye); and calves liver—
the butcher practically gave it
away. What's a cheap meal now?

I had my instructions for the
Potsdam girls' first varsity basket-
ball game Monday night. I could at-
tend, but I couldn't yell, make any
comments or insult the referees. I
think I passed the test.

The girls are In for a long season,
I'm afraid, although it pains me to
be pessimistic this early on. From
the outside, and from a non-sports
perspective, it looks as though a big
dose of basketball basics is needed,
plus a healthy helping of self-
confidence.

One confidence-builder that I
believe would help is the following:
at home games the girls should
have their names announced and
the national anthem should be
played. Both those things are done
for the boys games, and It lends an
air of professionalism and reality
to the proceedings that I believe is
needed if the girls are going to
develop a winning attitude.

I have made the above sugges-
tion to PCS officials; I hope they
take me up on it.

Women's Aglow Speaker Set
Mrs. Gail Wells of Massena, wife

of Rev. Thomas Wells, will be the
guest speaker at the January
luncheon-mee t i ng of the
Ogdensburg Chapter of Women's
Aglow Fellowship which will be
held Wednesday at 11 a.m. at the
Woodlands Restaurant, Rt. 37,

' more than 10 times the number of
American lives lost hi all of our
wars put together! That's why I'm
so upset over Planned Paren-
thood s national abortion cam-
paign. They are, in effect, telling
our children that it's perfectly per-
missible to have sex and if, oops,
you find yourself pregnant, just
contact us. We'll kill thebaby.

Let me tell you a little bit about
what Planned Parenthood believes.
Planned Parenthood believes:

(1) that contraceptives should be
freely available to everyone,

. regardless of age, because
everyone has a right to sex. It is not
necessary to wait until marriage...

(2) that parents have no right to
know if their children are receiving
contraceptives...

(3) that abortion is just another
contraceptive technique' to be
casually used...

(4) that children should be allow-
ed to have abortions without their
parents ' consent or even
knowledge. .

I wonder if the 900 people polled
by Planned Parenthood were
aware of all this.

It's about tune that we stop abor-
tionists from imposing their
morality on helpless babies —
fatally. —

Yvonne Lesperance
Ogdensburg

people still seem to want to sell
groceries.

Have you had similar ex-
periences? If so, please drop me a
line at my office: 15 Pierrepont
Ave., Potsdam. And Join me in ex-
pressing the oldest power known to
man: the power of the dollar. Don't
pay for abuse. Don't spend your
money at Super Duper and P & C
until they stock reasonable
behavior among the instant
breakfast and parsley snips.

Dr. Glenn R.Unger
15 Pierrepont Ave.

Potsdam

Joint Meeting Set
To The Editor:

The Village Planning Board and
the Zoning Board of Appeals.will
meet jointly on Wednesday, Jan. 8
at 7:30 p.m. in the Civic Center
board room. The boards will

(source: New York State Dept. of
Social Services) is approximately
for:

— a family of one, $290 per
month.

— a family of two, $390 per
month, or $195 per month.

— a family of four, $525 a month,
or $131.50 per person per month.

— a family of six, $779 a month,
or roughly $129 per person per
month.

Thus, when the allotments are
broken down into a per person per
month quotient, one easily finds
that the allotment per person pro-
gressively declines with each new
child added to the family. Obvious-
ly, there is a built in disincentive
for the poor to have more children.

Rather than blaming the poor for
an economic system and tax struc-
ture that is grossly unjust (cor-
porations according to the I.R.S.
now carry only six percent of the
tax load), start blaming the politi-
cians and the corporations. They
are the ones who keep unemploy-
ment inordinately high to maintain
workforce discipline and max-
imum profits. They are also
responsible for the feminization of
poverty which according to the
Children's Defense Fund keeps one
in five children poor.

Further, they are responsible for
a hypocritical system of welfare
for the rich, i.e. subsidies for large
agri-business and oil companies,
tax loopholes for the rich and $9,000
wrenches for a military gone gun
happy And remember with a sim
(life downturn m tne twnnnmy, yon
too may end up on public
assistance.

. Sincerely Yours
In Peace

Timothy D. Forsyth
Member of

North Country Action,

Growth In Future
To the Editor:

This year the people of Potsdam
have good reason to look for a
future of steady growth for their
Village and prosperity for
themselves. In 1985, the Village
Board wisely took four steps to en-
courage a local economy that is
both productive and expanding.
First, it Increased the salaries of
local elected officials to encourage
the most competent among us to
participate in Village Government
decisions. Second, it engaged a
competent engineer to serve as Ad-
ministrator to insure maximum ef-
ficiency in the operation of Village
faculties. Third, it initiated an am-
bitious enlargement of the local
airport to attract modern
businesses. Fourth, it obtained the

review the final draft of the revised old Montgomery Ward property to
version of the Zoning Regulations make possible a substantial expan-
(text, zoning schedule, and zoning
map), Chapter 30 of the Village
Municipal Code. Relevant
documents are available for in-
spection at the office of the Village
Code Enforcement Officer. This
will be a working meeting, but
there will be an opportunity for
public comment, and the public is

sion of the Village's downtown
commercial area.

While no one should downplay the
seriousness of either the expected
loss of Federal Revenue Funds or
the need to make up the revenue
shortfall of the hydro electric plant
for a few years, the economic
outlook for Potsdam is probably

ID Woes Detailed
An Open Letter To Those Who Look
Young
To The Editor:

Recently a very pleasant, new
patient complained to me of her
miserable day. "First I couldn't
get the car to start. Then I forgot
my wallet. And then I was
humiliated at the supermarket,"
she said. "My husband sent me to
the store to buy a six pack of beer,
and I came home empty handed."
Some problem with "ID," 1 surmis-
ed from the general conversation
and went about my work.

"Don't let it get you down," I
said. "Those things happen." No
great shakes, I thought. You show
them some ID and leave.

Sure. Until I heard those fateful
words for myself later that evening
at P & C when trying to bu&a wine
cooler. "Got any ID?"

I should have known better.
Earlier I noticed a curious
phenomena, a massive sign by the
wine coolers. And another beside

urged to attend and participate. better now than at any time in the
The proposed revisions hi the recent past.

Zoning Regulations are the results
of two years of work by the joint
boards with technical assistanceboards with technical assistan
from the St. Lawrence Coun

S ^ t

Very truly yours,
Paul J. Claffey, Mayor

Village of Potsdam

of Trustees which is the only body
empowered to adopt the Code.
Before acting, the Board of
Trustees must nold a public hear-
ing.

Yours truly,
Al Rothermel, chair

Village Planning Board
Mark Coleman, chair

Zoning Board of Appeals

Pernicious
To The Editor:

Perhaps the crudest of acrimony
aimed at the poor is the pernicious

Appreciates NiMo
To the Editor:

"Let there be light."
During Christmas week Market

Street had a power outage. A very
cold, blowing, stormy evening.

Niagara Mohawk crews worked
all night and early morning, under
horrible conditions.
- With hard work and expertise the
power was restored.

We appreciate the service.
Amen.

Anderson's
50 Market St.

Potsdam
myth that those families receiving
Aid to Families With Dependent
Children (A.F.D.C.) increase the „ ^ „ _
size of their families simply to ob- T o u » : E d i t o ' l . „ . , fh
tain greater funding. If funding to » *•» Dec- 1 7 i s s u e o f t n e

these families proportionately in- Courier, I commented on trappingcreased with more children," this
accusti ldto lid

sed with more child
the beer display. And still others^ accusation wouldtoe valid.

Corrections

The acid ram index for -the week
ending Dec. 25,1985, from the Na-
tional Atmospheric Deposition Pro-
gram, is as follows:

Rainfall had a pH level of 4.22,50
times more acid than normal, or
strongly acidified.

Readings are taken in Essex
County, N.Y.

It is the policy of the Courier-
Freeman to correct factual errors.

Readers are encouraged to call
the Courier's editorial office at MS-
8000 If they have personal
knowledge of such errors.

Readers are also encouraged to
call with "news tips" or news
stories they believe will be of
interest.

Mrs. Wells was Born and raised
on Long Island and attended
Brockport State University. It was
there that she met and was mar-
ried to Thomas Wells.

After living in Brockport for a
few years they moved to the North
Country where they presently
reside in Massena with their four
children.

Rev. Wells is pastor of the
Massena and Cornwall New Testa-
ment Churches.

The price of the luncheon is $3.
Reservations may be made by con-
tacting Claire Brown at 393-3566.
Women of all denominational
backgrounds are invited and en-
couraged to attend. Pastors are in-
vited as guests of the chapter.

hanging ominously over every
checkout counter in sight. This
Orwelllan display threatened to
confiscate my ID if the store
thought it was false. (Who me?) Or
have me arrested if I broke the
rules. Shrewd piece of marketing, I
thought at the time.

"Are you kidding?" I asked the
teenage cashier who was old
enough to be my daughter. "I'm

irs old. I've

Like it or dot, common com-
plaints against the poor are acrid
generalization based in erroneous
assumptions. Currently, the
Reagan "New" Right war of the
rich on the poor relegates 9.7 per-
cent of the federal budget to low in-
come programs (source: Congres-
sional Budget Office). Further,
considering that at least 75 percent
of those receiving public assistance

and fur wearing. The title 1 had
given to that article was "Trapp-
ing," but the title printed was "Fur
Wearers Inhumane." This, and/or
an unclear article, may have misl-
ed some about the point I was try-
ingtomake.

The point of the article was not to
characterize trapping or fur wear-
ing as inhumane, because that is
much a matter of personal opinion
and something I don't care to get
into. The point was to show the

thirty-four yearsold. Irve shopped arechildren, one fs left wondering following:'If you do accept that
here for seven years." Was I in for
a rude awakening. Stalin and Mao
— move.over. There would be no
mercy at P&C.

Or, at Super Duper where the
same routine of late has been
repeated time and time again.
Angry cashiers. Requests for ID.

how badly those advocating "kick-
ing the bums off welfare" want to
punish children.

Let's look at *.•"<> illuminating
statistics about budket allocations
tor A.F.D.C. families and test the
hypothesis that having more
children Is financially beneficial to

Managers who musf get bonuses the poor. Simple arithmetic will
for causing you embarrassment in show that the maximum allotment;
front of your neighbors even though which includes heat, income main-
they've seen you walking their tanence, shelter and food stamps

trapping~is cruel then you must ac-
cept that fur wearing is cruel (or be
a hypocrite or Just not thinking)
because fur wearing causes, or
creates the demand Tor trapping.
For the people who do think that
trapping is cruel, their criticism is
often focused only at the trapper
and not at the fur wearer. So don't
give the trapper flak unless you
give the fur wearer flak too.

Darren Tracy

Cmfeti
A Park

BETSY BAKER, Editor
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M
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The Courier-Freeman welcomes letters tram
readers.

The writer must sign his or her name in original
Ink (duplicated tottorswffl not be printed) and must
give conipWito address and telephone fffiff**f
through which the latter may bevwSsd prior to

Names of
or neithf \
ceedSM words

ofletterwriterswillnotbewithbeld.
should be typed double spaced If possible,
written of prtntod. Letters ibottM not 01*

(approximately
i ) .

two and one half

COLLEGE:
Check All Financial Aid Programs'

Financial aid for higher educa-
tion is more readily available than
most students and parents assume,
and tuition differences shouldn't
limit student choices when selec-
ting a college or university.

jt Colleges and Univer-
(ARIC/CICU) in New York

State urges a careful examination
of all financial aid programs when
maUngplans for college. ,

Few families realize that their
fiMBUfiOttKfi

JhtiPV '.'•*&."•** tiL- •.' - y'jf: ••

1WMW •dltkm of I Lov«

and campus financial aid pro-
grams work to bridge the gap bet-
ween tuition charges at public and
independent Institutions.''

Copies of The Guide and informa-
tion on reserving copies of the film

aS«£
leges and Untver-

; tt Elk Street, P.p. Box 7289,
Albany, NY 12224.


