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Welcome Home

Battling their way through the wind and
snow of the Southern Tier and the snowbelt
regions, the Norwood Brass Firemen will
return home tonight discouraged, but yet not

. completely downhearted. o

Bitterly cold temperatures forced the

cancellation of their chance to
colors before the president and

Compliments should go to the committee
that organized the inaugural festivities for

their quick thinking that gave

of the hundreds of would-be marchers the
chance to avoid going home without playing

anote.
They should especially be

form on the
stadium.

parade in full
first lady.

at least some
nonetheless.

their good taste in selecting the Brass
Firemen as one of the three groups to per-

floor of the Capitol Center

The North Country will, of  course, -
welcome the band back with open arms.
Although this Washington, D.C. trip was not
accompanied by the pomp and excitement of
the Sarajevo experience, the group should be
congratulated for their performance

So, thank you, Brass Firemen, for showing

the rest of the country what small town

credited for

America is really like. And welcome home.

Secund

Betty Friedan and ‘‘Ain’t
Misbehavin’ ”’ in town on the same
night? I guess it’s just a question of
whether you want to have your con-
sciousness raised or your spirit
uplifted. .

Here we are, almost a month into
1985, and motorists aren’t any
smarter about crosswalks than
they were in 1984. It’s a state law,
folks: pedestrians in a d
designated crosswalk have the
right of way.

Of course, as my grandmother
always used to say, having the
right of way counts for next to
nothing if you’re splat on the pave-
ment.

Want a memento of President

Thuugﬁts...

uly pine trees.

Reagan’s inauguration? An Illinois
company, in a burst of the creative
flair that made America great, is
offering the Reaganbush, which
they call the “latest fad successor
to the Cabbage Patch Dolls and the
famous Pet Rock...”’

The Reaganbush germinates
from Reaganbush seeds that will
sprout into maple, spruce, birch or
The company
guarantees that the seeds will ger-
minate or they will replace them
free of charge.

The Reaganbush, so says its pro-
ducers, is an official inaugural pro-
duct, ahd will bear the official in-
augural seal on the box.

Arf,arf. .

Also in my mail last week was an
offer from a London firm to barter
advertising space for hotel room
credit slips. I can get $5,000 worth
of hotel room credits for sending
them only $750 to pay their cash
commission for advertising. :

And if that doesn’t sound like a
good idea, I know a great little
bridge that may be on the market
soon.

Norwood Kiwanis is marking the
70th anniversary of Kiwanis Inter-
national Jan. 20-26.

The Norwood club was chartered
in 1937, and is active in many
ﬁ?pe(:ts of Norwood community

e.
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Rationed Health Care?

We have learned from the ex-
perience of the last few decades

—that-the demand for health care is

virtually infinite and that available
resources are limited. Most people
would agree that Americans are
going to have to set priorities as a
nation and as individuals. We can-
not have all the health care we
would like to have,

Choices which balance the worth
of different human lives are being
made daily. Currently such deci-
sions are made in a peicemeal
way: at the bedside, in a cour-
troom, in a hospital ad-
ministrator’s office, at the desk of a
low-level bureaucrat, under the
lights of television, or at the level of
our politicians who are bending
under the pressure of fdozens of
special-interest groups and fiscal
reality. Traditionally decisions
have been made by the doctor and
patient, placing the atest em-

hasis on the well-being and long

ife of the patient. Now a physician

is being asked to balance the
abstract needs of society against
the needs of the person before him.

We usually think of the patient as -
the consumer, but who is really the
consumer? Is it the person who
receives the medical care, or is it
{;)l;ﬁ?person or groups who pay the

Consideration of whether there
should be health care rationing
will, of course, include many ques-
tions. Among the possible questions
are four which follow. Each ques-
tion is followed by an illustrative
scenario, .

Who's deciding, and who’s pay-
ing for it?

AT70 {ear old man needs a kidney
transplant. He’s been on dialysis
for five years at a cost of $15,000
R’er year, fully covered by

edicare. Should he be covered?
What if he were 20 years younger?
'What if he were your father?

Should medical care be con-

sidered an investment?

A baby is born three months ear-
ly and weighs 24 ounces. It has
numerous birth defects
necessitating surgery and a
lengthy hospital stay. The outcome
is questionable at best. Who can af-
ford to pay these bills? Can the
parents? Can society? At what
point is this a poor investment? .

Who should ‘care for the unin-
sured?

A 38-yearold woman has a
ositive pap test. Her husband lost
is job eight months ago and their

benefits have runm out. The
diagnosis is carcinoma. She needs
gﬂlgsterectomy. Who will pay the

How much health care are people
entitied to?

John and Jane are married, He is
68, she is 61, He {s retired and she
cannot work. They both have
diabetes, hypertension, and heart
disease, necessitating monthly
medication amounting to $400. Part
of his expenses are covered, hers
are not. What are their rights?
What is the obligation of society?

Health care rationing does exist

and has always existed. In the past,
the rich paid for their care and the
poor went to clinics where they
received charity. The working poor
and the middle class often delayed
treatment or went untreated if they
could not pay the bills. We ‘today
must decide whether there should
be rationing of health care, and if
so, how it should be accomplished
and who would make the decisions.

The question of health care ra-
tioning is one of the health care
questions now under study by the
League of Women Voters. Jan. 29
at 7:30 p.m. there will be a panel
discussion of health care issues,
held at the Trini E{)lscopal
Church in Potsdam. Panelists are
Betty Bradley, Ed Stevens, Dr.
John Dewar, and Pat Turbett. The
public is urged to attend.

The League of Women Voters is a

nonpartisan organization devoted '

to promoting informed and active
citizen .participation in govern-
ment. The League does not sulgport
or oppose candidates or political
parties. Membership is open to all
citizens 18 years of age or older.
For more information call Victoria
Levitt at 265-0406.

'Massive’ OFA Reunion Planned

OGDENSBURG — Some 1,000

graduates and guests are expected .

to turn out for a massive three-day

class reunion on July 3, 4, and 5,-

1986 for students who graduated

each year of the 19408 from -

Ogdensburg Free Academy.-

The idea for the reunion first
originated by four classmates,
Robert Hillers, Robert Russell,
Donald Ladouceur and Ed Barton.

Under the chairmanship of
Robert Hillers,” Syracuse, and
Robert Russell, Ogdensburg,
representatives from each OFA
graduating class from 1940 to 1949

held the second organizational -

meeting Jan. 9 at the United

' Helpers Intermediate Health Care

offices. ,
Three -full days-of events are
scheduled with chairmen as
follows: registration, Pauline
Fisher and Donald Lalonde; coor-
dinating school lunch and tour,
Eleanor Hubsch and Willie Giglio;
dinner dance, Marie Backus and
Betty Bray; golf tournament,
Frances Ann Pagano and Walter
Bracy; tennis tournament, Dr.
‘Joseph R. Brandy; transportation,
Walter Bracy; and invitations,
Frances Ann Pagano and Carrie
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85 Priority Noted

An Open Letter To All Residents Of
St. Lawrence County

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I wish to take this opportunity to
wish you a happy and prosperous
New Year and to publicly thank all
those who hel make 1984 a very
good year for Music Theatre North,

Recently, 1 spoke to a group of
business leaders in the county. A
survey of those in attendance in-
dicated that only half of them had
ever attended a Music Theatre
North production. I knew then that
my first priority in 1885 would have
to be public relations.

At the outset, I should warn all
faithful MTN theatregoers that this
letter is not meant for you.
However, your ‘“word-of-mouth”
advertising continues to be the
most successful MTN publicity
source. I am sure you will not want
to miss the upcoming fundraiser
planned for February. Just
remember to order your tickets
early.

Now, if I may address those of
you who have never been to a MTN
production. :

1t is no secret that Music Theatre
North accumulated a very large
debt in its first year of operation.
Unfortunately, it my not be as well
known that the original debt of
$78,000 is now less than $5,000. This
has only been accomplished
through considerable amounts of

The
readers.

'l‘hewrltermult;!ﬂhhorhermmelno

(duplicated letters will be

iicphone mumber tiough v

Names will be withheld at the request of the writer

fundraising, cooperation from
creditors, and quite literally hun
dreds of hours of volunteer efforts.
I believe it is safe to say, MTN has
learned from its mistakes and is
committed to not repeating them.
If you have never been to an
MTN production, I urge you to
allow us to introduce you to Nor-
thern New York’s only professional

-theatre company. -In erder-to pro- -

vide you with such an orportunity
prior to the opening of the 1985
season, -Music Theatre North has
planned a marvelous evening of
entertainment. It is sure to cure the
-mid-winter blues which you may
share with me come mid-
February. :

‘“‘Bradjey’s Follies — a
Vaudeville Entertainment” will be
g?rformed Feb. 15 and 16 at 8 p.m.

the beautiful Sarg Snell Theatre
on the Potsdam College campus.

As a showcase of several of the
most talented individuals ever to
grace the MTN stage, “Bradley’s
Follies” is guaranteed to make
everyone laugh. The evening’s
entertainment will include old-time
comedy sketches, songs and dance,
and will be. complete with rubber
chickens, a red hot mama and the
“William Tell Overture’ played
with spoons on 72 water glasses!

It is not necessary to be a serious
theatregoer to enjoy ‘Bradley’'s
Follies.”” One only need possess the
ability to laugh and I guarantee you
will be laughing all nigh! long

ink name withheld.

to the writer foran Letters should be
original signature) and give complete address and neatly written

tenpages).

In the past six year, hundreds of

Koung and aspiring performers
ave traveled to Northern New

York to provide all of us with quali-

ty theatre. In just a few weeks, the
cream of the MTN crop will return
to entertain us once again. Ladies

. and Gentlemen, ] co allf' invite

each of you to join me in welcoming
them back to the North Country. -
Ticket prices are $12 for VIP
seats, $9 for aduits, $6 for senior
citizens and college students and $5
for children 17 and lg’ounger. All
seats are reserved. For more in-
formation, please contact me at
(315) 265-3345 or by writing to MTN,
Box 526, Potsdam, 13876, )

Music Theatre North,also offers
a 20 percent discourit’for froups of
20 or more. The only limitation is
that reservations for the group
must be made by only one person.
It is not necessary to belong to a
specific organization. Twenty
friends can get together and make
a theatre party of their own and
still receive the group rates.
Finally, I wish to point out that
“Bradley’s Follies" is a MTN fun-
draiser. Your attendance will serve
two important purposes: one, it
willintroduce you to Music Theatre
North and two, it will support our
continuing efforts at debt reduc-
tion. We can both benefit. 1 shall
look forward to meeting you at the
theatre next month.
Kathryn M. Del Guidice
General Manager

“ourfer ¥ oemuan  wslcomes etters /rom and at the discration of .he aditor: nowaver, he writer
‘ must demonstrate a compelling reason for having a

double spaced if possible, or
ted. Letters should not exceed,
hich letter may be 250 words (app

gxfmauly two and one half typewrit-

Wild Sheep Your Thing?

This is the time of year when you
receive all kinds of requests to sup-
port organizations, many of which
you may have never heard of. In
fact, it would require ‘a con-
siderable sum of money to match
the minimum fees and pledges for
half of the requests. = .

Have you noticed how cleverly
each uses its chosen method of per-
suasion? Some appeal to your
sense of responsibility in sup-
porting the particular cause. They
may do this so well as to create a
sense of neglect or guilt on your
part if you allow this opportnity to
contribute to go by without reliev-
ing yourself of some cash. Others
prey on your field of interest or
simply appeal to egotistical in-
clinations as promising -status
simply by membership. .

Here’s one from the Foundation
for the North American Wild
Sheep. What could they possibly
want from me but my dollars?
Since I am fair indee the stuff-
ed envelope and found that I had
been chosen as one' of the

‘“selected’’. For what, may I ask?"

For membership, of eourse. Why

the invitation came directly from '
the officers and board of directors .

of this illustrious organization.
What more could I ask? Join us, so
your children and your children’s

children can enjoy wild sheeg the .

way you have. And how is that? I’m
the only one who reads Outdoor

Life or National Geographic |

Magazine in our house.

What else could 1 do but toss the -

material aside? What chance did I
have of seeing wild sheep in the
wilds of the Adirondacks? And ac-
quiring one as a trophy seemed as

‘remote a possibility as going to the !

moon to hunt luna rabbits:

On the second time around,
however, I was in a more accepting
frame of mind and decided to delve
into the literature to find out what
the foundation proposed to do. Its
paramount p seems to be is

for $33,000 to a couple from North
Carolina. A California hunter
bought an Arizona Desert Sheep
permit for $64,000. And this is
without any guarantee that they
.will get the kind of sheep they are
after. Of course this extravagance
is done for the purpose of providing
funds for perpetuating wild sheep.
You don’t need a permit to shoot
them with a camera.

If you can’t give that kind of
money you can help the cause by
being a wild sheep l{n'oject fun-
draiser. The ticket sell for $50 and
are a bargain at three for $100. Buy
one! Buy three! This is your
chance to win just about any kind of
big game trophy hunt you can im-
agine in North America. Anyone in-
terested in owning one of the pro-
jected goal of 1,200 tickets sold.

.. It you hurry you can still pre-

register for thr FNAWS Convention -

in Reno. If you register before Feb.
1 it will only cost $200 per person or
$335 per couple. After that date it
goes up another $25 for singles and
$40 for doubles. And if you're plann-
ing on staying at the MGM Grand

i NORTH
COUNTRY

EDWIN
REID .

Hotel you can get a one bedroom
suite for $125-$140 per night. What's
;nhoney’,’especlauy when its for wild
eep? , :
That’s an idea, let's talk about.

to promote management of wild Sheep. Not the ones.in your dreams

sheep for the sake of perpetuating
this big game animal as the most
prestigious trophly tobe acquired in
North America. It intends to serve
as a saf:ﬁuard against the extinc-
tion of species of wild

native to this‘continent. In addition”

to this it intends to serve as a
charitable, educational, scientific,
envionment protective and animal
cruelty. preventive organization to
qualify-as-h tax exempt corpora-
Lign. Quite. anlb lf\ltvesome self-

posedre;gons Y.

The foundation claims it. con-
tributes a million dollars a year to
various wild sheep-related projects
and lists:100 of them on two pages
of its literature. The foundation’s
major greas of consideration are:
buffer Japd-acquisition, wild sheep
transplants, biological studies and
research projects, prudent wild
sheep management, wildlife
habitat improvement, saféguard
the environment, repress poaching
and foster sportsmen’s rights. The
tactics sound familiar ag ap-
proaches ta aiding any kind of
stressed or suppressed species on
its way to recovery from demands
due to encroachment of man,
changing environment or the

tinv’pemm For 5 fh 1964

o I
a ¥ g t sold tor
852,%8‘0 ans a Eﬁ Petmit

but the wild ones. Chances are
you're like me and the only wild
sheep you have seen have been in
the pages of a book or magazine, in
the movies, or on TV, or stuffed
ones: at a natural history museum,
or maybe live ones at a zoo. So
what do you know about wild
sheep? Anything will probably help
atthisstage. , ,

To begin with wild sh are
believed to be of Asiatic or‘i’;B\ and
reached North America by way of
the Bering Strait land bridge-dur-
ing the Pleistocene epoch. Wheén
was that? It is the period of ap-
pearance and recession of the nor-
thern glaciation. The come and
Ice Age. It is about the time
progenitors of man made their a;
pearance. So we have something
common with wild sheep. Maybe
this connecton with the severe
recently glaciated habitats ex-
plains why these sheep have stuck
close to rocky, alpine environments
throughout the ages. -

Actually there are two distinct
Eroups of wild sheep, the thinhorn
(Ovis dalli) and the bighorn (Ovis
canadensis). The n group
are made up of Dall’s sheep and
Stone’'s’ sheep. They are found in

ficial trophy ‘measurements since
each horn is almost of e%ual size.
You might better appreciate how

massive these horns must appear
in the wilds if you can imagine
what a whitetail with basa} beam
circumferences of 14 or 15 inches or
more, This is usually acquired by
the fourth or fifth year. Add to this
a curve and recurve length of over
40 inches for mature rams. There's
a record of a Stone’s ram with a
horn 51.8 inches long.

All species of wild sheep are
known for the head-on collisions the
rams-engage in during the rut for
mating dominance. This has pro-
bably had something to do with the
development of their thick skulls.
For example, many years ago
Ernest Seton reported a dried skull
and horns of a ram that weighed
over 43 pounds. More typical ram
heads, however, weigh up to about
30 pounds.

Let’s quickly consider the size of
-these heavy wild sheep.

Moun rams are the heaviest
the wild sheep with éxceptional
animals over 300 pounds. And only
an exceptional Stone’s ram attains
weights anywhere near those of the
average large Rocky Mountain
rams, which reach peak weights of
about 250 pounds. Most wild sheep
of any population weigh anywhere
from 100200 pounds wi
youngest sometimes under 100
pounds and the mature and older or
exceptional animals over 200.
Desert bighorns are the lightest
with rams usually much under 200
pounds and ewes not much over 100
pounds.

How many wild sheep are there
in North America? Good question.

A lot of biologists would like to -

know for sure instead of by
estimates. Data complied in 1975
estimates the bighorn population at
less than 45,000 scattered from
Alaska to the mountains of Mexico.
From various estimates there
seem to be at least this matgg or
more thinhorn sheep local in
Alaska, Yukon Territory and
British Columbia. N

Thanks FNAWS for the invitation -

to join your worthy organization.
Even at the low $25 membership
fee I'll have to pass for now. And
thanks again for giving me the
chance to peak into the lives of
these magnificent ruminants of the
crags and an excuse for writing
about them. Really enjoyed the trip
th:;;gh there is no trophy for the
wal:

-

‘ Acid Rain Index

———

The acid rain index for the week

whims of nature. The. Auduhon northern ranges in Alaska and nor- ending Jan. 9 from the National At-
Bighorn and the Texas Bighorn, thwestern Canada. They are mospheric Deposition Program is
two distinct subspecies of wild- generally smaller sheep in body as ag follows:
sheep, became extinct in this coun- well as horn development. The Rainfall had a pH level of 418, ®
try. The foundation is there to see bighorn sheep consist of the Rocky times more acuf normal, or
this does not happen again. Mountain, Callfornia and Desert strongly aciditied. .
Though the purpose of the species. The far western states are Readfn are taken in Essex

organization seems genuine peppered with ets of bighorn County, N.Y
enough it seems what k it go- sheep, some of which reach into
ing is that sense of p! usness Canada and Alaska andevendipin- __ —
another. Wiat eise could you eveke — Bom suxes devel - one
ano! . [ you ev: ' sexes elop ‘permanent, ' 1

- from such a régal sport where the curved horns. Those of the male CO" eCtlonS
trophy quality is the prime concern are usually thé biggest and inost |__ \'
for downing a bighorn ram. This elaborate. Each year the horns — - ‘
certainly is not a poog:man, any- grow a little | and leave a _ It is the policy of the Courler-
man sport. Money and plenty of it ring, so that,. the whitehall Freeman to correct {actual errors.
seems to fit into this of big deer which sheds-its antlers ach  Readers are m&“ call
gamehunting. ‘ : year, the agerof. the sheep can be thocmﬂ-hr'udltuhm at 265~
. For éxample, well ded wild ¢ by counting an- 4000 they  have personal
sheep trophy hunters. to bid a ) S knowledge of such errors. .
against ésch other to ‘- *“Only the right horn is used for of- _ Readers are also encouraged to

call with “news ” or news
storlestheybelheg.wmbeof
interest. _
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