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Hats Off To The Band
Although nearly 12 months have passed, it

seems like only yesterday that the Norwood
Brass Firemen left on their historic Olympic
journey to Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, carrying
with them the best wishes of North Country
residents.

This wefek, the Brass Firemen embark on a
much shorter, though perhaps just as
historic, journey to Washington, D.C., where
they will march in the Jan. 21 inaugural
parade for President Ronald Reagan.

The 27-member band, which has already
brought national and international attention
to the North Country, was selected late last
year as New York State's official represen-
tative to the inaugural parade.

Only one group from each state is chosen
for that honor. An inaugural committee
member told the band's manager that the

Firemen will be one of the smallest
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iiip impression iliev malw in W.islunglon is
they play "America The Beautiful" at the re-
quest of First Lady Nancy Reagan.

And that impression is likely to spread far
and wide as national television networks in-

terview band mambers for their nightly
newscasts.

Last February our throats tightened and
our eyes filled as the North Country and the
world watched the band march into Sara-
jevo's Kosevo Stadium. There, halfway
around the world, in a land and culture far
different from our own, was a little piece of
America.

This year, the band will be a lot closer to
home, sharing its spirit and patriotism with
all those in the parade and with those wat-
ching the event.

Some people like to think that patriotism is
corny and hokey, that pride in country is ah
embarassing emotion, that the excitement
and anticipation the Brass Firemen are feel-
Ing this week is strictly "small town."

Maybe so. But the small towns of America
don't often have a chance to speak with a
iuuc1 >OK:«- - 'An Hrast* F i r e m e r at oti '
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clear, sharing the aews thai .small town
values haven't been swallowed up in the
America of 1985.

We wish the Brass Firemen a safe journey,,
a memorable march, and a safe return.

No More Rail Cuts
Editor's Note: the following let-

ter was sent to Congressman David
O'B. Martin. It is reprinted at the
request of the writer.
Dear Congressman Martin:

As you know, all kinds of modern
transportation get federal sub-
sidies. We understand that these in-
clude, annually, roughly $3
BILLION for aviation (including
air traffic controllers and naviga-
tion aids); and around $7 BILLION
for highways.

For AMTRAK ra i l r oad
passenger service, we respectfully
but strongly urge you to vigorously
OPPOSE any further budget cuts
.AMTRAK is underfunded, at pre-
sent. Its subsidies have been cut
from over $900 million in 1980, to
the present $684 million in fiscal
year 1985. Now, the Reagan ad-
ministration proposes to eliminate
the AMTRAK budget, completely;
thus killing AMTRAK service. That
would be crazy. We recommend ad-
ding at least $50 million (especially
for capitol improvements) to AM-
TRAK's budget for fiscal year 1986,
which would bring AMTRAK's
total budget to $734 million.in
F.Y...1982, AMTRAK received $735
million.

As you know, there are several
good reasons why energy-efficient
kinds of passenger transportation,
including by RAILROAD, BUS,
and "TRANSIST". are needed and
are worth government subsidies
T <txpcivcr> art also 'Jonsumers

Second
Thoughts...

Number one on my list of
disgusting news stories of the week
is the story of possible misuse of
funds intended for Ethiopian
famine relief by a California
evangelical group.

While the group's leaders say the
money, raised through recent
media appeals, has gone to feed the
starving, those investigating say
the money may have gone Into
Swiss bank accounts.

Strange things are done in the
name of God.

Sandy Colbert, who writes Nor-
wood Highlights for the Courier-
Freeman, is deserving of special
mention and thanks for her history
of the Union Free School, now the
Norwood Elementary School,
which appears on Page5 thteweek.

Sandy spent hours interviewing
former students and teachers of the
school, poring over old school
board records, collecting data and
photos, and writing her account of
the school, which celebrates its
centennial this year.

Mentioned in her report Is a Mrs.
Belle Barnard, a music teacher at
the school in the early part of this
century. Sandy said Mrs. Bar-
nard's memory lives on in the
minds of senior Norwood residents
as a truly dedicated and committed
teacher, one who made a lasting
impression on her pupils.

In those days Mrs. Barnard's
words of approval, some people
Sandy interviewed said, were
enough to guarantee a student a
place in the Crane Department of
Music.

Speaking of music, congratula-

Acid Rain Index

tions to piair Magee for being
selected an All-Eastern musician.

The conference she will attend in
Hartford, Conn., brings together
young musicians from all up and
down the eastern part of the coun-
try.

In the dim, dark past —1962 to be
exact — another girl and I from
Niskayuna High School made the
trek to Atlantic City, where that
year's All-Eastern conference was.
held. -•" -

Dr. Helen Hosmer conducted the
chorus in, among other things,
Dello Joio's "Psalm of David,"
with the composer accompanying
hiswork on the piano.
. 'For rehearsals, Betty Baritaud
played the piano — much better
than Mr. Dello Joio, and minus the
huge black cigar he held between
his teeth.

If 23 years hasn't completely
changed the face of the conference,
Clair should have a memorable
time.

BY BETSY BAKER

teresting, to say the least.

In the answers I never expected
to get department: Q. How was
your-basketball game, dear? A. Oh,
it was good. I got six points and a
concussion.

Actually, it wasn't really a con-
cussion, although I hear that when
my daughter's head hit the gym
floor, the crack was loud enough to
send coaches scrambling to check
for scrambled brains.

Luckily, I wasn't there. Hearing
about it was bad enough.

Best wishes to the Norwood
Brass Firemen, who are setting off
this week on a shorter journey than
last year's to Yugoslavia. As New
York's official band for the Reagan
inaugural parade in Washington,
D.C., the band will again bring at-
tention to the North Country. Safe
journey to all.

January is the month when
minor mishaps seem to fall all over
themselves to be first in line to hap-
pen to me. First the car, then the
furnace, then the car again, then
the furnace again, then what I hope
is the piece de resistance: the hot
water heater.

It broke on a Saturday, but like
the "I don't do windows" lady,
those who install new hot water
heaters don't do installations on
weekends.

Heating enough water on the
stove for two teenagers' ablutions
and hair washes has been in-

Corrections

The acid rain index for the week
ending Jan. 8 from the National At-
mospheric Deposition Program is
as follows:

Rainfall had a pH level of 4.27,50
times more acid than normal, or
strongly acidified.

Readings are taken in Essex
County, N.Y.

It is the policy of the Courier-
Freeman to correct factual erron.

Readers are encouraged to call
the Courier's editorial office at 98S-
6000 if they have personal
knowledge of such errors.

Readers are also encouraged to
call with "news tips" or news
stories they believe will be of
interest.

In the Jan. 8 Courier-Freeman,
the first name of Lori Rae Stevens'
fiance was incorrectly stated.

His name is James L. Gushlaw.
The Courier regrets the error.

Pets placed through the
Courier's "Pet of the Week" ads
now total 11 since the ads began
running in October.

Still at the Potsdam Animal
Shelter and waiting for a good
home— as of late last week — were
Custer, Tuffer and Fluffy.

I love watching high school
basketball, especially when
Potsdam wins, but it always makes
me so tired. I finally figured it out;
it's because I don't breathe from
the time the game starts until the
last buzzer sounds.
' On Tuesday night, Norwood's
boys team, which has lost only to
Potsdam, will play undefeated
Canton.

Good luck, Norwood — we'll be
watching with great interest.

It seems grim and dismal
without all the bright Christmas
lights. Maybe what's missing is not
the lights' themselves, but that
special glow the holidays produce.

Keeping Christmas all year
through is a hard thought to hold on
to when January's chill winds are
blowing.

In a puppy-like burst of
devilishness, Mouse chewed a hole
in my son's pants this week. For-
tunately my son wasn't wearing
them, and also fortunately, the hole
is along a seam, so I can make the
necessary repairs.

Mouse knew I was angry when I
discovered the damage. He cringed
and cowered and retreated to his
favorite Christmas present — a
black fur rug — to hang his head hi
shame.

Colton resident Bill Smith, known
as an Adirondack loremaster and
maker of baskets, was featured
recently in the New York Times.

The story, written by Edward
Gargan, describes Smith's work as
a maker of ash splint baskets and a
spinner of Adirondack yarns and
ballads.

Three photos, showing Smith hi
his workshop and with his guitar,
accompanied the story.
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iliat they pay in taxes. With good
service and competitive fares,
these energy-efficient kinds of
transportation help SAVE
GASOLINE, and could help more if
expanded and#r improved. This
conservation of gasoline anywhere,
can help hold down the prices, of
gasoline everywhere, other things
being equal. Thus motorists, in-
cluding those in this area, could
pay slightly less-inflated prices for
"gas"; and thus benefit.indirectly
by other people's, use of public car-
riers. Conservation might also help
decrease other problems including
pollution and '̂acid ram". With
steel flanged wheels on rails,
railway transportation offers some
valuable, special technological ad-
vantages, including safety
capabilities for high speeds (up to
120 miles per hour), and ALL-
WEATHER dependability.

If AMTRAK had more useable,
modern passenger cars, it could
benefit from the increased efficien-
cies of larger-scale operations. In
general, the more passengers haul-
ed on a given tram or route, the
lower the cost per passenger of pro-
viding that service. This Is why we
are recommending7 adding $50
million to AMTRAK's annual
budget, for capital improvements.
That is roughly 22 cents per
American, which is nominal. This
would let AMTRAK modernize
some good-stainless-steel cars, it
already owns, which need head-end
power (electric heating and air-
conditioning, instead of steam).
Such refurbishing costs much less
than building new cars; but at pre-
sent, AMTRAK's budget has
almost nothing for capital im-
provements.

Renovating railroad cars and/or
building new ones might help pro-
vide more JOBS for this part of nor-
thern New York state. It might
stimulate business for New York
Air Brake Company, in Water-
town; which is under the same
ownership as General Railway
Signal Company, of Rochester.

Generally, AMTRAK is growing
more efficient each year. But this
progress would be undone, if AM-
TRAK service was massively
slashed,, then re-started after more
people realize that it is essential.
Labor contracts would still force
AMTRAK payments to laid-off
employees, thus spending tax
dollars for nothing. By contrast,
AMTRAK's income from
passenger fares would be slashed.
Also, if thoughtless budget-cutting
"de-rails" AMTRAK service, it
would make idle, New York state's
investment in improved service
across the Empire State (financed
mostly through the 1974 and 1979
Transportation Bond Issues.)

Of local concern, rail passenger
service is being considered for this
area, between Massena and
Syracuse, through Potsdam, Can-
ton, Gouverneur, Watertown, and

.other points. But we will never
have it, if existing, busier, higher-
priority routes are cut.

We can think of some better ways
to save tax dollars. These could in-
clude cutting the "Westway" ex-
pressway, along the Hudson River
in New York City (which would
cost roughly ONE BILLION
dollars, PER MILE), also pruning

"Golden screw" defense contracts.
For example, why should the Pen-
tagon spend up to $9,000 each, for
nuts and "Allen wrenches", each
worth around 12 or 13 cents? We do
not accept the idea that all govern-
ment spending must be wasteful.
We want our elected officials to
sincerely try to get our money's
worth in military spending, and not
just "study" the problem.forever.
For any spending, let's thoughtful-
ly consider what we would be get-
ting and the various alternatives.
Let's avoid either foolish extreme;
mindlessly throwing money at
some things, because some pro-
motes say that it is un-avoidable;
or on the other hand, chopping
some budget items regardless of
the consequences.

Incidentally, we do favor paying
our Armed Forces service personel
pay adequate to attract qualified
volunteers.

We thank you for your attention
to this.

Sincerely,
C. Korieen Spilman,

President
Governeur Chamber

of Commerce

Back To Reality?
To the Editor:

Americans voted for Ronald
Reagan because he made them feel
good about themselves and
America. Even Walter Mondale
conceded as much in the first
debate Mondale promised to rais«
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that there will be a tax Increase
over his dead body. That is the kind
of touch talk Americans like to
hear from a strong leader, from
their man in the White House. In-
deed, if the deficit is to be reduced,
he said further, it will be through
economic growth. And that too
Americans like to hear.

Now, with the election behind us
and our JUxes- entrusted in the
strong hands of our leader, we can
now go back to our own reality.
Americans can now turd to more
serious concerns. There is the pro-
blem of deciding who will be the
winner in the next Super Bowl.
Then, there are important matters
left hanging from the recent
episodes of Dallas and Falcon
Crest. We also have to keep up with
who is doing what to whom lately
on the Young and the Restless and
As The World Turns. Oh, yes, as to
Reagan's promises, they are fast
fading from our collective
memory.

The press is doing its bit in in-
cluding this amnesia. An assorted
collection of experts, mavens, and
cognoscenti are falling all over
each other touting with unseemly
pertinacity Reagan's Treasury
Department's tax plan. With a
clumsy imitation of Orwellian
Doublespeak, they try to make it
appear that a further tightening
"tax simplification" and in all
fairness, "an elimination of tax
loopholes for the rich". Indeed,
Democrats are advised to get on
the bandwagon or miss the boat.

It turns ot that the "loopholes for
the rich" to be eliminated are the
state and local tax deductions that
Middle America takes on the
Federal tax return. This, of course,
will mean a further tax hike on
Federal, state and local levels for
the middle class. :

As for the real loopholes for the
real rich — not a word from these
experts. In then* case, their tax
rate went down to 50 percent in
1981. Reagan's Treasury's new ob-
jective is to reduce the rate further
to 35 percent. It is worth noting that
despite the reduction hi tax rates,
in 1983 (a banner profit recovery
year) big business, with the aid of
loopholes, provided only 5.9 per-
cent of the tax receipts. So much
for fairness. '

Among the other "tax loopholes
for the rich" in Reagan's
Treasury's tax plan, conveniently
passed over by the experts are:
unemployment compensation, as
well as workmen's compensation
for industrial accidents and illness
which will now be taxed as or-
dinary income; child care credit
will how be changed to a deduction,

vthus hiking taxes for working
mothers. As for simplification — 30
to 40 percent of the population who
itemize will still have to hire ac-
countants.

President Reagan projects the
most anti-tax image hi history of
late. In this he is aided and abetted
by a press that has long since
forgotten its role as challenger, as
adversary to those hi power, a role
assigned to it by Thomas Jefferson
as part of a system of checks and
balances.

The facts are: President Reagan
has raised taxes four times in three
years. These are: the 1982 Tax Act;

the 1983 gas tax hike; the March
1983 Social Security tax increase;
and the 1984 Tax Act. Yet despite
these taxes, and despite service
cuts in social programs, the
Reagan Administration has hatch-
ed a bigger deficit than all of its
predecessors combined. To com-
prehend the seriousness of this big
deficit it Is as If, before you begin to
spend your weekly paycheck, you
must take out $40 from every $100
and pay it off as debt. Though you
have $100, you can only use $60. The
$40 goes to banks, the military and
foreign creditors.

For those of us who saw through
this double-talk, who did not vote
for Mr. Reagan all this does not
come as any great shock. For we do
not expect otherwise from a
Republican president who ad-
vocates the repeal of the windfall
profits tax on crude oil. Indeed,
despite the Democrats defeat, for
them to heed the advice of the ex-
perts to get on board or miss the
boat would be political suicide.

For those who voted for Mr.
Reagan, all we can say — well he at
least made you feel good and you
certainly did not vote for a wimp.
However, now the party is over.
Now — the hangover. Keep in mind
what Mr. Reagan said in his elec-
tion victory speech: "you ain't seen
nothing yet."

Now, back to our own reality.
Sorry I gotta go now. I can't miss
Dallas

Sincerely,
Joseph Herbef

injured 6y Trap
To The Editor:

On Jan. 6, in Hannawa Falls, an
orange and white male cat was
found dragging a steet jaw trap -
clamped over his right rear foot.
The foot is badly injured and he will
lose some toes. '

This injured cat has been through
agonizing hours of pain and suf-
fered from exposure, hunger, and
thirst. It should be noted that the
trapping season has ended and the
trap had no indentification. Trap-
pers should at least obey the law.

Although outlawed in approx-
imately 50 countries, because of its
inhumane nature, the steel jaw
trap is still legal in the United
States but many of us are actively
working to have this torture device
banned. Anyone wishing to help
should write to our represen-
tatives.

Since there is no way to know
where or when the traps are set,
keeping your pet under your con-
trol at all times will protect him or
her from such ah encounter. Na-
tional humane societies recom-
mend that cats not be allowed to
roam. They are safer and healthier
indoors.

To date we have not found the
cat's owner. If you have any in-
formation about the owner or
would like to adopt this friendly
cat, please call the Potsdam
Animal Shelter 265-3199 or 265-3687.

Floss Helbig
Potsdam Humane Society

Parking Hearing Set
To the Editor: • • •

The Board of Trustees will hold a
special meeting on Jan. 17 at 7:30
p.m., to receive and discuss the
report on parking in the Village of
Potsdam, prepared by the planning
board.

All persons interested in any
aspect of parking should attend.

VeryTrulyyours,
Paul J.Claf fey,

Mayor
Village of Potsdam

Thanks For Support
To the Editor:

The St. Lawrence County Com-
munity Development Program,
Inc. Board of Directors and staff
expresses their sincere thanks to
the volunteers and civic and ser-
vice organizations, schools, chur-
ches, hospitals, and general public
for their generous contributions of
time, money, food, clothing, and
toys, which enabled CDP's
Neighborhood Centers to suc-
cessfully administer Christmas
program throughout the county.

Community, involvement is ap-
preciated and needed during the
entire year, not only during the
holiday time. The Neighborhood,
Centers rely on community in-
volvement to enable them to effec-
tively fight the "battle against
poverty". On behalf of CDP we
wish everyone a very happy and
prosperous New Year and look for-
ward to continued community sup-
port.

Robert J. Flack
Acting Executive Director
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Stop-DWI Said Succeeding In County
By JOE YANKOWSKI

CANTON — The St. Lawrence
County Stop-DWI program is in a
rather unique position—iUs trying
to put iteelf out of business.

Actually, according to coor-
dinator Frank Reynolds, the suc-
cess of the program can be traced
back directly to the amount of
money budgeted for the program
yearly, money that comes from the
number of driving while intox-
icated arrests that county law en-
forcement agencies make during
the course of 12 months.

The IMS budget, for example, is
$197,000),down M.5 percent from
ISM'S $227,000.

"It is kind of tfonlc to be working

to put yourself out of a job," said
Reynolds. "The program has been
successful in St. Lawrence County,
but the problem of drunken drivers
won't be completely eradicated. A
stable plateau will probably be
reached sometime hi the near
future."

The county Stop-DWI program is
one of 62 across New York State. It
is unique simply because no tax-
payer funds are used to keep the
program afloat.

program."
For f i s c a l y e a r 1984 ,

$11,279,627.12 was budgeted for the
program. Each county has a dif-
ferent size budget, depending on
the success of the program. Suffolk
County,'for example, has a $1.8
million budget, while Allegheny
County's budget is $44,000.

"It varies across the state,
depending on where the population
is,'' said Reynolds, noting that
there appears to be a correlation
developing between the number of
DWI arrests and budgets. "We are
very compatible to Clinton County

essence funding the program," while Jefferson County is
Reynolds said. <TIt?s a user funded somewhat lower.",

"If you get picked up for DWI
and are convicted, then you are in


