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No Interference
The long-simmering dispute over what,

kind of, and how much authority the village's
building inspector has erupted with some
heat at Monday night's meeting of the
Potsdam Village Board of Trustees.

Trustee Richard Murphy, who is known to
speak his mind, was critical of-Mayor Paul
Claffey for what Murphy called the mayor's
interference in matters of zoning code en-
forcement.

Mayor Claffey, who is usually outspoken
and forthright, did not respond to Murphy's
criticisms.

Murphy, a Republican, says he does not
plan to seek re-election; Claffey, a
Democrat, says he would like to continue as
mayor. In effect, Murphy has nothing to lose
by speaking out, while Claffey might feel
caution i> indicated until the caucus decides

Rather, it is the latest skirmish in a kind of
border war that has been going on for some
time, with no sign of resolution in sight.

We do believe that continuing the struggle
is of no benefit to either political party, and
more important, of no benefit to the people of
Potsdam..

As we have said before, the position of code
enforcement officer is a powerful one. The
person in that post must make tough deci-
sions, decisions that are bbund to be un-
popular with some segment of the popula-
tion.

And as we have also said before, the code
enforcement officer needs to be able to do his
job — with the encouragement and support
of village officials — and without in-
terference.
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Second
Thoughts.,,

BV BETSY BAKER

Persistent as crab grass seems to
be the tongue-wagging that has
followed an argument between
Malone's and Potsdam's high
school basketball coaches during a
game last month.

That Potsdam's Coach Steve
Kmack continues to take heat over
the incident sticks in my craw. I'll
tell you why.

Coaching a team sport is pro-
bably one of the roughest jobs in
the world. The coach is always on
the front lines, clearly seen and
heard, a target for^ eriticism
whether his team wins or loses.

And Coach Kmack is outspoken
and dynamic, which makes for,
among other things, exciting
basketball — something that spec-
tators at Potsdam High School
haven't seen much of until very
recently.
•Coach Kmack didn't begin the

argument, but he had plenty of pro-
vocation to respond in anger to
what Malone's coach threw at him
— namely repeated insults to him,
his team and one of his sons.

Real life isn't like Mr. Rogers'
Neighborhood, where no one ever
loses his temper, speaks out hi
anger or displays strong emotions.
Real life is a whole lot more like
what happened in the high school
gym between two coaches.

Yes, it's too bad the incident oc-
curred; yes, it's too bad both
coaches couldn't have voiced their
comments calmly and politely;
yes, it's too bad a few of the tongue-
waggers couldn't have been hi the
gym ..io see and hear for
themselves.

And most of all, it's too bad the
incident can't be viewed as what it
was — a soon-over shouting match
— and laid to rest. Let's get on with
the season, support this coach and
this team who are giving Potsdam
spectators something to cheer
about for the first time in a lone
time.- .

Postscript — PCS spectators are
turning out in good numbers for
most home basketball games, but
they're way too quiet. If the players
know they have the spectators' ac-
tive and vocal support, they'll be
better equipped to survive the
tough challenges ahead.

Many thanks to St. Mary's
School, Lawrence Avenue School
and the Campus Learning Center
for supplying us with stories and
poems about the holiday season
written by their students.

Because of the sheer volume of
the pieces submitted to us, we were
unable to print all the material dur-
ing the holidays, but we did ap-
preciate seeing the childrens'
work.

I do have some New Year's
resolutions, but, mindful of the
wide and easy path of good inten-
tions, I probably won't keep many
of them.

First: I will not yell at my
children. Often. When my son uses
my only paring knife to cut the cord

on his newspaper bundle and
leaves the knife on the ground
which is now covered with snow
and ice, I won't yell. I will simply
say calmly, through slightly clen-
ched teeth, "All right, dear, I just
won't be able to cut you any of
those nice carrot sticks until Spr-
ing."

And when my daughter brings to
the kitchen from the depths of her
room a bowl that once had cereal
and milk in it but how has congeal-
ed greenish mold with fine black
hairs growing out of it, I won't yell.
I will simply say, "All right, dear,
why don't you take this in to biology
class tomorrow morning and put it
under a microscope? You may
have made a new medical
discovery."

Second: I will not have any more
overdue library books. This resolu-
tion takes effect only after I have
returned the overdue library books
that are in the back seat of my car
now.

Third: I will walk Mouse every
day, rain or shine. No more letting
him out the back door with an ad-
monition to stay close to home. He
got into some garbage, not mine, I
hope, which necessitated a 10:50
p.m. Sunday night emergency trip
to the vet because I panicked and
thought the -dog was dying.
Diagnosis? Indigestion. Treat-
ment? Antacid, in liquid or pill
form, and walk him until he burps.

Fourth: I will refrain from talk-
ing to my car, other drivers and
pedestrians while my children and
their friends are riding with me. It
seems I am .the only mother of
teenage children in Potsdam who
talks to her car. _ _

Fifth: I will not make any more
New Year's resolutions that I can't
keep.

Winter is upon us with a
vengeance. From 59 and flooding to
0 and icy winds—what a change.

Mouse goes out, and comes back
in almost immediately, looking
reproachfully at me as if I'm
responsible for the temperatures.

On Dec. 28, at about 6:50 p.m., I
was getting back into my car in
front of the Courier office when I
discovered a wedding ring lying in
the slush. I picked it up and dried it
off, then took it to the Potsdam
police station, where it is now.

If it's yours, check with the
police.

Why do things that need a repair
person to fix them always break in
the middle of the night? Is it an ex-
tension of Murphy's Law, or a law
alMtsown?

When my furnace stopped stone
cold dead at 12:30 a.m. I confident-
ly flipped on the emergency switch
— and less confidently flipped it
back off again when it threw a blue
spark at me.

Luckily it was fixable in short
order — it grew mighty cold on the
old homestead while we were

waiting for help to arrive.

More than 2,500 people visited the
Potsdam Museum dur ing
December to see the teddy bears
and other holiday exhibits. The ted-
dy bears exhibit, which proved
enormously popular with visitors,
will continue awhile longer so that
those who missed it, or would like a
second look, may see the bears.

v. Potsdam's JV girls basketball
team troke a long league losing
streak with a win over Tupper Lake
last week.

A win is so good for the team's
morale — not to mention the
morale of the faithful parents who
sit on the bleachers to watch their
offspring.

I keep reminding myself: Win or
lose, at least they're playing in-
doors and there's heat. But softball.
season is just around the corner.

Norwood Library staff and
volunteers are working hard to
move from the old building to the
new.

An open house to celebrate the
move will be held from.1:30 to 4:30
p.m. on Jan. 27.

Health Clinics Set
GOUVERNEUR — The St.

Lawrence County Public Health
Nursbig Service, headquartered in
Gouverneur, has set its schedule of
pre-school immunization and adult
health screening clinics for
January.

An adult health screening clinic
is set from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 24
at Norfolk Senior Housing.

Persons 21 years of age or over
may attend these free clinics. Ap-
pointments are preferred, but
walk-ins are welcome. For in-
formation call Norfolk at 384-4715
or Gouverneur at 287-0920.

The following immunization
clinics for pre-school children are
set:

— From 2 to 4 p.m. Jan. 9 at the
Norfolk Library.

— From 1 to 2 p.m. Jan. 18 at the
Norwood Municipal Building.
Parent and child health counseling
will follow from 2 to 3 p.m.

— From 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Jan. 21
at the Parishville Town Hall.

— From 1 to 3 p.m. Jan. 23 at
Racquette Acres in Potsdam.
Parent and child health counseling
will follow from 3 to 4 p.m.

Triple (diphtheria, tetanus, and
whooping cough), Sabin oral polio,
and measles, mumps and Rubella
vaccines will be given at each of
these clinics.

Each child must be accompanied
by a parent or guardian and must
be at least two months of age.
Parents and guardians are remind-
ed to bring records of their
children's previous immunizations.

Family Thanked
To the Editor:

In the early morning hours of
Dec. 25, the Potsdam Fire Depart-
ment responded to a major house
fire on Main Street in the Village of
Potsdam.

During the seven hours we were
battling the fire we got to see the
public spirit of a family of
Potsdam. We would like to publicly
thank the Seymour family for their
acts of kindness Christmas morn-
ing.

Carl, Evelyn, and Glenn stayed
up during the entire fire supplying
us with hot coffee and doughnuts
which were purchased out of their
own pockets. When one of the fire
engines was low on fuel, they also
came up with enough gas to keep it
running until we were able to get it
from the village.

It is the kindness and public
spirit of people like this who make
our job easier.

Steven Miles, Chief
Potsdam Fire Department

Proposes Marathon
To The Editor:

I have an idea which I would like
to propose to the people of the
North Country. My idea is an Inter-
national Marathon.

This event would take place at
the end of summer so all local and
Canadian runners would have timf
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diplomacy and revenue for both
countries. I think the idea of having
a marathon run between two na-

, tions and crossing the St. Lawrence
River over the Cornwall Bridge is
unique, and it would draw a
tremendous amount of runners,
giving the local economies a fiscal
shot in the arm without having to
build buildings or make a great
outlay of money. It would help pro-
mote tourism and give the North
Country an outstanding event that
all could enjoy and celebrate.

In concluding, I would like to
mention what an event the Boston
Marathon and New York Marathon
are, the number of people they
draw and the amount Of money
these events put into the local
businesses. Perhaps our Marathon

would not rank on that same scale,
but the idea of running between na-
tions over the 19th largest river in
the world would draw runners and
fans from Ottawa, Montreal, the
border towns, the colleges in the
area and other communities and
neighboring states.

Ifthere are any people out there,
runners or not, who agree that this
is a good idea and would like to help
promote and organize this event,
please contact me, Joseph Bregg,
Jr., 14 Mechanic St., Norwood,
N.Y. 13668,315-353-9982.

Sincerely,
Joseph Bregg, Jr.

Need Bus Service
To the Editor:

I understand that the Thousand
Islands Bus Lines which operates
the Village Bus has cancelled the
bus service after 4 p.m., starting
from mid-November 1984.

I was talking to one of the drivers
and it seems that the number of
users of the bus, most of them be-
ing students, has dropped from
around 500 a day to around 150 a
day, comparing the figures of fall
1983 and fall 1984. Therefore, the
bus lines thought it uneconomical
to pay overtime to the drivers for
operation of the bus after 4 p.m.

I also understand from one of the
drivers that the Village of
Potsdam, or Clarkson University,
or State University College of
Potsdam currently do not subsidize
thi costs of running the Village Bu.':
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maintaining its services.
I also understand from the driver

that a few years, back, when the
secretary of the bus lines called the
secretary of the Village of Potsdam
for a map of the village, the latter
told her that the bus lines should
pay the village an amount of a
quarter dollar in order to procure
the map! It is not the question of 25
cents, but which other bus line has
offered to run the village bus in this
v i l l a g e , r '•••>

In all fairness to the taxpayers of
the village, I feel, that the Village
of Potsdam should come forward
and subsidize the costs of running
the bus, on a more regularly basis, -
say, from 7 a.m. 'til 6 p.m. on
weekdays and days when school is
in session, and a few trips on
weekends and. other days- when

school is on vacation.
It is true that the majority of the

users of the bus are college
students. However it should be
remembered that the business
community of the village survives
and prospers mainly because of the
students!

V. Srinlvasan
Graduate Student

Clarkson University

Blood Bank Slated
To the Editor:

In an effort to increase the blood
supply In the northern New York
area and involve the community hi .w
our campaign, we would like to an-
nounce the following:

The Red Cross will be taking
blood donations on Jan. 22 ane 23'
from 10 a.m.-3:45 p.m. in the Multi-
purpose Room of the College
Union, State University College at
Potsdam.

Pre-registration will be held on
Jan. 17 and 18 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. in
the College Union lobby, but if pre-
registration is impossible walk-ins
are welcome. Come share the gift
of life. «.

* - GlenTrumble
Blood Drive Chairman

Prometheus Fraternity

Don't Abandon Pets
To The Editor:

Once again the Potsdam Humane
Society would like to ask the
residents of the area not to abandon
their pets in the Shelter parking lo'
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degrees) at a a.m. we found two kit-
tens, white and black in color and
not more than five weeks old in the
parking lot. They were extremely
thin and diseased. They had to be
euthanized. If these kittens had
been in perfect health and left in
the extreme cold they would pro-
bably also have had to be euthaniz-
ed because of the freezing of their
small bodies.

How about giving your pets a
chance. Bring them to us when we
are open for business and we'll take
them, even if you are unable to give
us a donation. Let's have at last
some regard for the animals, they
do feel pain. ___. . .

Marie Fodor
President
Potsdam

Humane Society
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"My God, I can't miss this one,"
Ed Hall of (Hidden, Wise, must
have thought when he aimed his
bow and arrow at a buck with a
dense accumulation of antler tines
spotted while deer hunting this fall.
Surely he must have known this
was a sight that Would never be
repeated. It was now or never. An
arrow was released and it struck
the intended target. Others follow-
ed to make sure of a kill.

A day or so later millions of
newspaper readers across the
country glanced at the UPI photos
of what Hall had shot that day in
the northern swamp. Some looked
with blank indifference: another
freak of nature; some with envious
awe: a hunter never knows what
he'll see next in the woods; and
others with obvious disbelief:
another trick photo. The simple
fact is Hall -was showing off the
buck with two heads he had shot.
What was not so simple was an ex-
planation of how this came about.

Hall's deer had two heads al l .
right, but one of them belonged to a
rival buck. Perhaps flail did not
realise this until he had claimed his
kill. In the excitement of seeing so
much antlery he probably thought
he had come upon one of those non-
typical bucks he read about now
and then such as the one found in
Kent, Ohio last year with 44 points.
What Hall found, however, was the
rack of a 17-point buck minus the
rest of its body, locked to the
antlers of a 10-point buck.

Though Hall's buck was the ap-
parent victor of this unintentional
life and death contest with the 17-
pointer it too was sentenced to
death whether downed by a hunter
or not. The paradox is that neither
buck would have chosen to end
their rivalry so tragically since
their differences are seldom
anything but temporary matters
during the rutting season.

If you are a sportsman or wildlife
enthusiast you probably did your
share of theorizing when you look-
ed at the photo of Hall with his two-
headed buck. Why not? Now, let's
see if we agree. One possibility is
that immediately after the antlers
locked the bucks became panic-
strickened and in a desperate effort
to free themselves began a violent
yanking and snapping of their
necks until that of the 17-pointer
was broken. Now it was all up to the
surviving buck. So far, so good.

But the mystery is how the head
of the dead deer was severed from
the rest of its body. A few
possibilities come to mind.
Perhaps the surviving buck dragg-
ed the carcass about until it
became wedged between some
trees or rocks, then'by twisting and
pulling it literally ripped its head
and neck from the lower body.
Perhaps its sharp hoofs were
employed to pound and chop at the
lower neck to aid in the decapita-
tion. Whatever way it was ac-
complished it was an amazing feat
of self-preservation. The buck'jg
primitive determination to live
would not allow it to accept defeat
though it appeared doomed. It was
a fighter to the end.

Even with its hard earned
freedom how long could it have sur-

vived with the head of another deer
dangling from its rack? The one
thing that could have saved it was a
premature shedding of the antlers.
Normally antlers are not dropped
until late December and into
January but earlier shedding also
takes place. Though Hall says the
buck chased him for 25 yards after
being shot by the first arrow it was
probably a near-exhausted animal
by then. How many times were you
or any hunter that you know chased
by a buck pierced by an arrow and
wearing an extra head? Such
remarkable stamina. If any buck
deserved to survive this one did.

Another possibility came to mind
as to how the buck got rid of the
carcass. Predators probably
claimed and consumed it. Some
years ago a hunter reported findings
a buck locked to the antlers of a
carcass upon which coyotes were
feeding until little was left of the
meaty sections.

Similar instances are reported
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from time to time. The question is
why coyotes and bobcats and other
formidable predators do not bring
down the live buck. Surely it would
be easy prey. Perhaps such tough-
to-the-end fighters are left to die or
drained of energy before any not-
so-hungry predators will mess with
them.

From all this you might say
antlers are one of those ancient
embellishments of nature that
male, deer could probably do
without for his own good. Maybe
animal behaviorists would say
antlers have an essential purpose
as secondary sex characteristics in
the scheme of proper breeding
selection and domination of the
herdy by the most qualified
specimens. Is your secondary sex
characteristics working for you or
the razor companies?

Mr. Buck, do the size of antlers
mean you'll get the doe or not get
the doe? Do they mean you'll be
assured a sooty resting place over

the fireplace in a sportsman's
lodge? Or do they mean if you fight
too hard for dominance you may
end up in a locked death struggle
with a rival? Take your choice,
shouts a representative from the
bucks society for the eradication of
antlers. It's discrimination tp the
ultimate degree. Sit down, Mr.
Buck. —

Another takes up the argument.
Look what happens. When we get
antlers it becomes a rather serious
matter what to do with them. For
example, you find yourself with
bigger ones each year if you eat
right and it just goes to your head.
You begin to think you're some
kind of big shot of the big woods.
That leads to trouble, if you know
what I mean.

Wait a minute, says a flathead
out in the audience, does with hor-
monal mix-ups also grow antlers.
Look at the female caribou and the
reindeer. They grow massive
antlers every year because of high
levels of a hormone in their system.
Give me a sufficient injection of the
hormone in the spring and I'll have
antlers in the fall. In fact, over 100
does grow antlers naturally «ach
year in New York State. Though
this is a wild guess, it is mentioned
to let you know it does happen on its.
own.

But doe antlers are not as consis-
tent as those of bucks. For exam-
ple, most of them never develop
beyond the velvet stage. This
means the bulbous structure is liv-
ing and pulsing with blood. It
means they hurt when struck so
cannot be used as weapons of mock •'
combat. But then, there are those '
does that are predominantly male
and they produce polished and
hardened buck-like antlers that
sometimes fool hunters for a few
moments. • ° . .

Anfler dueling over prospective
lovers is not a pasttime of whitetail
does. Though nature and love
swarm some pretty strange en-
dings affairs finding two antler-
locked does is not one of them. On
the other hand, I would not say it •'
was an impossibility. Would you?

Acid Rain Index

Corrections
It is the policy of the Courier-

Freeman to correct factual errors.
Readers are encouraged to call

the Courier's editorial office at MS-
MOO if they have personal
knowledge of such errors.

Readers are also encouraged to
call with "news tips" or news
stories they believe will be of
Interest.

The acid rain indi
ending Dec. 26, 1984,
tlonal Atmospheric
gram is as follows:
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