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BY MARY 5NN MILLER
265-6704

This is the last "Patchwork" for
the year 11*84. The Christmas
season in this area appears to have
been bountiful and joyous for all
whom I've spoen too.

Christmas Eve the white snow
flakes started falling and
Christmas morning we arose to a
winter wonderland and everything
looking like it should for
Christmasr-..

The only tragedy we have heard
concerned the fire in Potsdam ear-
ly Christmas morning.

Mary Kathryn and I sat listening
to the call and we immediately got
goose pimples. The call came over
the plectron, "Potsdam has a work-
ing fire on Main Street" and we just
looked at each other.

The results of that fire are well
known to all now but at the time it
happened it was ugly. We knew the
men hurrying to respond to the call
were tired and had had little sleep.

As we listened to developing of
the situation we both felt sad. And
then we both found wiiat Christmas
Is realy all about, perhaps. At least
we decided it was.

There was a tragedy in the mak-
ing and coming from warm homes
and warm beds and coming as fast
as possible were ever so very
many.

Persons of all sizes and shapes
and with many a different
background rushed. And to possi-
ble danger and certainly discom-
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Many a home had a Christmas

that day far different than planned
due to persons not home yet.

To both Mary Kathryn and I we
decided this Christmas proved to
be a real one. We just couldn't sleep
and we talked. Talked about the
many fires she and I grabbed
refreshment goodies when a fire
siren rang and hustled out the door.,

I laughed when she said, "Oh,
yes Mom, and don't forget the
napkins for all the noses to be
blown."

Little things like the fireman
with a runny nose due to cold and
smoke and his glove cuffs are
coated with frozen ice and he can't
even wipe his nose. All those little
things we remembered that early
Christmas morning.

And so the Christmas for 1984^
with cabbagepatch everything In-
cluding baby diapers and videos
and modern magic telephones and
tons of trivial games is over.

Christmas in this home had all
the family but son Michael here for
goodies and dinner. We had a
special guest this year from Pek-

ing, China.
He is a student at Clarkson and I

didn't see the name in writing but it
sounded like Hung Tong. It was his
first Christmas ever and he was in-
deed interesting and fun to have
join us. ^

Christmas for Ardie Richardson
and Dewey Pierce was brightened
when Amy Pierce received a pla-
que from the A.A. Kingston Middle
School. At a 'special award
assembly held just before vacation
Amy was presented with the honor
of "most outstanding student of
block 2."

A letter was also sent to the
parents acknowledging the award.

Ardie responded with, "Good,
but different," when I asked how
their Christmas was. "What was
different I asked," and she quickly
responded with, "I got called in to
work Christmas Day."

Ardie is a nurse and works part
time at the Canton-Potsdam
Hospital. Sh was scheduled to work
the two days after Christmas and
then they cancelled that and so it
left the planning all messed up.

Son Mark arrived via flight pro-
blems as usual — plane delays and
lost luggage — from college in
Boston. They did get to have a
Christmas with Ben and Marge
Pierce and then to Parishvllle to
have Christmas with Ardie's
parents Herbert and Dorothy
Pooley

Oh yes Ardie go' as one of her
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Santa took a peek at sleeping
Chris and Jenary snapped a photo.
Chris now has proof that it pays to
be good as Santa really did come
and check on her. And must men-
tion the mother's ring Jenary
received and made her so happy.

And then I talked with Billy
Paige. For those who know him I
don't have to explain but for those
that don't know him, all I can say is
Billy has the knack of opening his
mouth to say something and
somehow from someplace words
jink start piling out.

I asked him a simple question.
"Did you get what you wanted for
Christmas, Billy?"

I give only the beginning of his
answer as he let the words out so
fast there is no way I can
remember it all. "I didn't get any
presents this year. Santa had a
massive pile-up on the corner,"
and on and on he went. I tell you,
you had to hear it all to believe it.

The firemen's broomball team
has started holding practices. They
held their meeting Wednesday
evening at the station. They have
yet to elect a captain for the team.

Alan Blanchard called Christmas
Day from his new home in Raleigh,
N.C. He is back at work now. His
mother, Carol Warner, and hus-
band, Dan, left Raleigh to spend
Christmas with Carol's parents.
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Bonnie Corse managed to get
through her seven straight days of
work at Potsdam College with the
food service and still do Christmas.

Daughter Mandy arrived
Christmas Eve from Syracuse to
join the family. Then they had
three Christmases. They had
Christmas at home and Bonnie was
telling me all about it on her gift of
a cordless telephone.

They drove to Black Lake to have
Christmas with Fred's parents,
Wayne and Pauline Spearance.
And for the-last Christmas they
drove to Sandy Creek to Bonnie's
parents, Elaine and Bill Grant.

Everyone is all tired out and just
enjoying the remains of the season.

There is a member in the area
who is Santa Claus every year and
stops at various homes plus the
Canton-Potsdam Hospital. This
year there were no children in the
hospital, however, he did stop at
area homes.

One of his stops was the home of
David and Jenary Wright. There,
daughter Chris was in bed sleeping
but the wide awake baby didn't
miss a thing.

Mm and Jerri Kingston had
everyone home for Christmas Day.
Ann (Chicky) and husband Kevin
McGinn and daughter Sarah,
daughters Carol and Sheila, and
son Jim (Jimmy John) and wife
Jenine and daughter Rachael along
with other relatives and friends fill-
ed the house with Christmas cheer.

The mayo? of West Potsdam and
now chief of the West Potsdam Fire
Department, David Wright, ex-
tends to each and all a happy,
healthy, prosperous 1984. The wish
comes from he and all he
represents.

Soon the time comes to take down
the tree, sweep up the trail of fallen
pine needles and hope to find
homes for the new gifts.

And the time for the New Year's
resolutions is here. For many as
they put gifts away they will be
thinking," 1985 I promise I shall
have the biggest garage sale ever."

For me I promise to get my
typewriter cleaned and sticking
keys cared for. Happy New Year,
all.

^ Leaders Eye Commission

At The Library
With the new year beginning, it is

time to think about taxes again.
The Potsdam Public Library now
has tax forms and information
available.

The library not only has the more
common tax forms, but also has a
book from which the more unusual
forms may be copied for a fee.

While we cannot serve as tax ex-
perts, we can help you locate forms
and information.

We still have some 1979 issues of
magazines available to anyone who
is interested in taking themJiome.
We are cleaning out all 1979 issues.

Story Hour begins again oh Jan.
5. Story Hour meets each Saturday
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and is for
children aged 3 to 6 years. Ac-
tivities include books, crafts, and
movies. —

In addition to the usual Saturday
Story Hour, open to all children, we
are now-beginning a weekday story
hour time for pre-schoolers who
are at least 3 years old.

This group will meet on Thurs-
day from 10:15 to 11 a.m. and will
be limited to eight children. If your
child is interested in attending,
please register her or him by stopp-
ing by the front desk, or by calling
the public library at 265-7230.

The Thursday Story Hour will
begin Jan. 31, so register before
then if you're interested.

BY PAUL MITCHELL
ALBANY—St. Lawrence County

dairy farmers may see a com-
prehensive state study on the
regulatory structure of the dairy
industry under a bill filed in the
state Senate.

Senate Majority Leader Warren
M. Anderson (R-Binghamton) and
Sen. L. Stephen Riford, Jr. (R-
Auburn) have announced plans to
create a commission aimed at
enhancing the vitality of the state's
dairy industry and guaranteeing
the continued availability of high
quality, reasonably priced dairy
products.

Riford, who is chairman of the
Senate subcommittee on the dairy
industry, and Anderson recom-
mended the creation of a bipartisan
10-mfc.-nber commission.

"They would examine allega-
tions that many of the state's dairy
laws and regulations are outmod-
ed," said Duncan Davie, press
secretary for Riford, "and could
therefore limit competitiveness of
this industry with other states."

Duncan said the study will ex-
amine outmoded dairy laws gover-
ning milk dealership licensing or
outdated laws such as transporting
milk in cans.

Under terms of this bill, the
senators want to find ways to
minimize business failure and
avoid job loss, he said. "This is the
state's first comprehensive study
in decades."

The commission would report its
findings and make recommenda-
tions to the legislature by March 31,
1986, he added

New York State has ignored the

Sroblems its conflicting regula-
ions impose, he. said, because

"impetus was never there until the
last 10 years when the dairy in-

dustry started hurting."
Dave Fishel of Ogdensburg,

president of the St. Lawrence Coun-
ty Farm Bureau said he supports
theproposed dairy bill.

"I'm sure the necessary changes
would be made and potential pro-
blems be examined," said Fishel.

Jack Hughes of the New~York
State Farm Bureau was also sup-
portive of the bill but concerning
the dealership licensing issue, he
said he wasn't sure exactly what
Sen. Riford had in mind.

According to Duncan, the com-
mission would review not only the
details of milk licensing and pro-
motion, but also look at the ways in
which laws and regulations affect
the industry's readiness to deal
with current developments such as
changes in consumer consumption
preferences, new marketing prac-
tices and technological advancesin
the production and distribution of
milk.

Fishel said the millk dealer licen-
sing process involves, regulating
regional processors, limiting
where they can sell their products.

"It is important that we help pro-
tect dealers against unfair com-
petition through price cutting," he
said.

Specifically, the commission's
mandate would be to:

— Review existing-laws and
regulations affecting the dairy in-
dustry, including fair trade prac-
tice, standards and labeling of
dairy products and their irrita-
tions, sanitary regulations, testing
and quality control, dairy promo-
tion, organization of market Orders
and current licensing practices.

— Examine current economic
forces affecting the producer and
identify causes of and remedies for
the severe economic pressures
which are affecting the industry.

HOUSE GUTTED — The shell of the Donald
Richardson residence, Knapps Station Road,
Stockholm, remained but the Interior was gutted as a
result of a Dec. 26 fire, Volunteer firemen from

Stockholm, Braaher-Winthrop, and Norwood fought
the blue, while the Potadam department wason
atand^r. No one was at home at the Ume of the fire.
(Mildred Jenkins photo)

Storytelling Comes To North Country
u tu> v

A featured perfornter In last
year's- festival,- Torrence was so
weU-re<;eTved that the Reader's
Theatre has invited her back for an
encore visit. She will be performing
oft Jan. 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the Canton
Centra^Ssbool Auditorium.

.Her stories aw; drawn f rora Ap-

A p p a l d c u i a n a i i e c d o t e a ,
miraculous myths to classic
literature, WSLU has the cure for
the wintertime blues: The -1985
North Country Storytelling
Festival. ; ..•:-.

Throughout January, North
Country Public Radio will b<spon- , r
soring a series of live, storyteQing .palachian traditions and from her
performances and workshops, au , Afro-Cherblceeherif«g«R '
free-of-charge and open to the* Torrence hasappeareM before a
public. va'rietyo£audiences»throughoutthe

The festival begins on Jan. 5"at 8* United Sttes'an'd Has been heard on
p.m. at the Canton Central School- National P.ubHc. Radio*
Auditorium with storyteller*.. In addition to her performance,
Michael Parent. *>. ••• "she will tead a workshop? designed

Parent's stories cam* Tronf» a ^espeeiajiyt. for teachers and
wide range of sources hrcWding iik *a*at«ur storjtellers^ on Jan. 10 at
ternational folk traditions and hi?, 3:30 p.nfe}s Griffiths Room 124 in
own imaginative material. Now Mv-̂  the 'NdjMe, Center on the
ing in Virginia, Parent grewupin* iawreflce University campus.

St.

French-Canadian f amily m Maine?

Time magazine reviewed
cent performance of his, '
Parent's unsuspecting eagle
with a thrush stowed Sway on its
back; lifts off majestically at the
upward wave of the storyteller's
hand, the audience lifts off
too...beyond t i m e , ' b e
space...The storyteller,
fullness of his craft, hawtfuck, and.
the spell is on, as surely as% was
when Homer conjured up a fleet of
ships on a wine-darfcseffbound for
the walls of Troy;" :

During the week of Jan. 7, Jackie
Torrence will be appearing in the
North Country under the'spon-

Her final public performance in
the North Country will be given at
7:30 p.m. at the OFA Auditorium in
Ogdensburg aaJ/Htr 11. This ap-
pearance is cjFspondored by the
Ogdenjbugfftommunity Players.

The. festival continues on Jan. 12
at 8^p.m. "at the Canton Central
School Auditorium with a per-
formance by Gioia (pronounced
"joya") Timpanelli. Timpanelli
has played a leading role In the cur-
rent nationwide storytelling
revival.-

t She performs in the centuries-old
tradition of storytellers who
enlighten as well as entertain. Her
repertoire includes' stories about
religious figures as well as fairy

Designated Drivers"Don't Drink
BY WALLY DANDY

CANTON - The next tune you
run into an. old buddy in a tavern
and there is a big button pinned to
their shirt, buy them a drink, but
make sure it's a soft drink because
they are volunteer, "designated
drivers" and won't be consuming
alcoholic beverages.

identifying the designated driver.
If the program catches on like it

has in other areas, bar owners will
supply free non-alcohol ic
beverages to the designated driver
to insure a safe ride home for
everyone.

St. Lawrence County STOP-DWI
program dirgiHor Frank Reynolds

If the St. Lawrence County-" said he is more than willing to help
Sheriff's office gets their way, area in the development of an active
bar. owners will be cooperating
with law enforcement officials to

the
calls,

program, but his office has not
been active in the program to date.

"People just don't drink and
drive on. New Year's Eve," says

promote the idea of
"designated driver" which ,.*»««= ««« ««
for one person in each group UP Reynolds, who along with
volunteer not to drink. Knowlton, wants to see the pro-

The program has proven to be gram operate 365 days a year
very successful in other areas but it's too late to get the program
the public and local bar owners are J "
not yet too informed on the subject,
according to St. Lawrence County
Sheriff Keith Knowlton.

Knowlton is expected to contact
the New York State Sheriff's _ „
Association for the details of-the drinking driver as they are aifyear
project and how to go about getting "round," warned Knowlton, but he
""ftheground. ,. foresees no special concentration

Knowlton hopes to obtain some during the holiday season.

underway for this holiday season,
said Knowlton, but he said he is in
favor of anything that "keeps the
drunk driver off the roads."

The sheriff's department patrols
are "actively on the lookout for the

type of informational packet from
the state sheriff's association that
can be used Co introduce the con-
cept of the "designated driver" to
area bar owners and the general
public.

Knowlton said his department
has been attempting to implement

"Maybe a few hours of overtime
if we get busy,'' he added.

Last New Year's Eve saw only
one drunk driving arrest hi the
county, according to STOP-DWI
statistics. *».

Many of the New Year's Eve
celebrations are house parties, said

a program that will supply buttons Knowlton, who added "I certainly
to area? bar owners to aid them in hope they stay there."

Public Record
Elizabeth Mead, 19, of Albany,. Aaron G. Gould, 19, Endwell, was

was charged Dec. 30 with speeding, charged Dec,. 20 with speeding.

. Cassandra A. Pray, '• 30s of
Ogdensburg, was charged Dec. 24.
with petit larceny.

Larry John Macy.^1, Norwood,
was charged Dec. 20 with criminal
possession of stolen property.

Bernard ,W. Pray-, 38, of Potsdam "Village police reported
Ogdensburg, was charged Dec. 24 that , someone broke -into the
with criminal possession of stolen Potsdam Animal Shelter on Madrid
property. ~^,' Avenue Dect#>, let animals out into

the outdoor enclosure and took two
puppuieV ~

TAXI BUSINESS - Larr
in Potadam

Potadam Chamber of Commerce.

left, opened his
and joined the

Briggs are

Gordon Tbdaen, center, president of the Chamber,
and Michael Griffin, Chamber executive coor-
dinator. (Betsy Baker photo)

Joseph, F, Foster, 24, of
Ogdensburg, was charged-Dec. 24
with harassment.

D iane M. Bray , 32,- of
Ogdensburg, was chargedJOec, 24
with petit larceny.

Michael F. Corrigan, 19, Schuyler-
ville, was charged Dec. 21 with
failure to turn as required.

Shawn F. Skaftstad, 18, Eagle
Bridge, was charged Dec. 21 with
harassment and obstructing
governmental administration. '

Gregory D. Fisher, 21, of

Kevin C. Hansont 20, of Potsdam,
was charged Dec. 19 with petit
larceny.

, ' — • * - * * " • • .

Joseph C. Colinski, 24, Rome,
was charged Dec. 19 with being an
unlicenesed operator.

Rodney J. Norman, 19, South Col-
ton, was charged Dec. 19 with hav-
ing an inoperative signal light.

. Susan E. Savolf, 19, Malone, was
charged Dec. 18 with having no
reflectors on a bicycle.

Timpaneli has been performing
for more than 20 years and has
been, a teacher; broadcaster and
hosted on public television.

"When I am really into storytell-
ing, I am no longer really there. I
am simply the reed the wind
whistles through," says Tim-
panelli.

She will also lead a storytelling
workshop on Jan. 13 at 2 p.m. in
Griffiths Room 123 in the Noble
Center on the St. Lawrence Univer-
sity campus in Canton.

North Carolina yarnspinner
Donald Davis is heir to two families
of traditional storytellers who lived
on the same land for more than 200
years.

He arrives in the North Country
for a festival appearance on Jan. 19
at 8. p.m. in the Canton Central
School Auditorium.

Davis' childhood was spent hear-
ing the tall tales of his father's
family of Welsh settlers and the
magical fairy tales and jack tales
of his mother's Scottish family.

"Donald's got himself a relaxed
nature, a honey-tongued voice an' a
way of telling stories that just
. drags you right into his world and
holds you there until he's done an'
gone," wrote "The Mother Ear- ,
ths/' • f

On Jan. 20 at 2 p.m. in Griffiths
Room 123 hi the Noble Center on
the St. Lawrence University cam-
pus, Adirondack woodsman Bill
Smith, who now doubles as a
p a c k b a s k e t m a k e r and
storyteller/balladeer, will spin
yarns in the traditional style-with a
special emphasis on hunting,
fishing, and other tales of the
woods.

Smith has been heard in previous
festivals and on WSLU broadcasts.
His talent and charm make'him a
real North Country treasure.

Arriving from Massachusetts to
appear in the festival, Doug Lip-
man will be performing on Jan. 26
at 8 p.m. at the Canton Central
School Auditorium.

. Lipman has performed exten-
sively as storyteller/musician. He
got started hi his profession out of
"not knowing any better than to
think it was part of teaching kids
music." His repertoire includes
fairy tales and myths as well as
stories of social history and justice.

He will also be appearing on Jan."
27 in a special service at the Canton
Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion. "To hear Doug Lipman is to
want to learn.. to ,te,U stories
yourself," wrote The Boston Globe
Magazine.

Concluding this year's, festival is
an afternoon of Kitchen Table
Tales, to be held Jan. 2? at 2 p.m. in
Griffiths Room 123 in the Noble
Center on the St. Lawrence Univer-
sity campus.

Mamie Reed Crowell, North
Country author and storyteller, will
share some of her stories and en-
courage listeners to spin a yarn or
two.

This event has become one of the
highlights of the annual festival.
Everyone is invited to bring their
friends and neighbors, and a
favorite story.

The North Country Storytelling
Festival is now in its third year.
Programs from previous festivals
will be distributed this winter to
public radio stations throughout
the United States because of sup-
port received from National Public
Radio and the New York State
Council on the Arts. Programs
from this January's festival will
also be distributed nationally via
the public radio satellite system.

The North Country Storytelling
Festival is organized and produced
by WSLU-89.9FM/North Country
Public Radio. Festival host and co-
producer is Mamie Reed Crowell;
engineer and co-producer is Joshua
Sacco; and executive producer is
Ellen Rocco.

The-festival is made possible
through .grants provided by the
New York State Council on the Arts
Literature Program; St. Lawrence
University; the North Country
Research Center'; the Canton
Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion; Corning Glassworks Founda-
tion; The Franco-American and
Quebec Heritage Series; and
WSLU-FM.

For additional information about
the festival and about events being

ublic school

third 'degree assault and second
degree assault.

held in local
classrooms
for Information
JryjPublk
PaysonHalL
sity, Canton; (

the county, or
North Coun-

•contact WSLU;
twrence Univor-
379-S3M.


