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After The Holidays
From The Ogdensburg Journal

The days after Christmas always seem to
be some of the bluest days of the year. This
year, with the fickle weather giving us alter-
nate freezing and thawing, and rivers
threatening homes, people can be forgiven if
they find taking down the Christmas tree,
and picking up the holiday wrapping a bit
depressing.

But even if you now must go to the store to
return that green and brown polkadot tie, or
wait by the phone to catch that phone call
that never came, keep in mind — the New
Year approaches.

A New Year represents an opportunity to
start life fresh. It means you can review your
life of the past year and decide whether or
not there's room for improvement, ways to
change, chances to make life a little
bnEhU' r !' no1 f o r v o u r s e l f thvp fr>r -om^on*

else.
Too often, people who begin to feel life has

passed them by, that the sands of time are
running out, can change things for the better
if they find ways to help others.

Here in St. Lawrence County, the op-
portunities are endless. Volunteer your time.
Local rescue squads and fire departments
are often in need of members. The
Neighborhood Centers need people to help.
Literacy Volunteers need people to give
other the gift of learning. Nursing homes
need people to stop by to give others compa-
nionship and cheer.

There are a host of agencies across the
county that need the assistance of
volunteers, including hospitals and other
health care agencies.

Start the New year off right this year. Start

The Hibernators: Sleeping It Off
What better time to write about

winter hibernation than when in
camp after the year's first heavy
snowfall and you're feeling pretty
much like a human hibernator?

This was especially so when I
awoke in the early morning hours
because of the excessive heat
though only a few glowing embers
remained in the woodstove. A
thick, fluffy blanket of snow had
enveloped the camp. This insulated
it from the cold and held in the
heat. The snow was stacked high on
the roof and on every bare branch
during the windless night. More
than a foot of snow had fallen to
create a delicate solitude of white
sterility.

I glanced from the open window
like an awakened chipmunk nosing
up through the snow to have a quick
look before returning to its well-
provisioned den below the frostline
to resume its snoozing. Can a
human being really hibernate?

Don't laugh, science may. give us
the chance yet, if we want it. For
example, scientists are still ex-
perimenting with hopes of uncover-
ing the secret of hibernation. It is
thought with this capability man
might be able to travel for long
periods into space in order to reach
distant planets. And more general-
ly it might be used to stretch our
normal life, for while in the hiber-
nal state the aging process more or
less stops. In other words, time
spent in hibernation would be like
putting time in a time bank. For ex-
ample, it has been observed that
among bats those that hibernate
live longer than those who do not.

Why does the chipmunk hiber-
nate and not the red squirrel and
the flying squirrel? Their telltale
tracks in the snow indicate how ac-
tive they are throughout the winter.

Why does the jumping mouse
hibernate and not the white-footed
mouse? Any camp owner will
quickly attest to the winter ac-
tivities of the mouse with the cute
countenance. And later on crusted
snow it ventures forth though
hungry hawks and owls await for
the easy pickings.

Are hibernators such timid
creatures that they must possess
this special secret of nature, in
order to survive in the north, or did
eons of this practice leave them no
other alternative, so that now, the

spot frosts of October sends many
of them waddling into their living
graves? And even before this for
some.

It seems the lethargic state of
hibernation is reserved for those
species whose eating habits are
completely curtailed by the coming
of w in te r wi th i t s co ld
temperatures and deep snows.
Withdrawal to a snug den until con-
ditions change is their answer. For
example, in the winter woods a
woodchuck, one of the most ge-
nuine hibernators, would be as
helpless as a beaver without a
pond. Could the chuck survive the
cold and a coarse diet of tree and
brush bark after a spring and sum-
mer of lush grasses and fruits?

If for some reason an Adirondack
black bear could not retreat to a

sleeping room and had to remain
active all winter could it survive?
Without sufficient stores of fat
what would it find in the snow en-
tombed woods to feed its huge
hulk? The polar bear, of course, is
active practically all year in the
Arctic because it has a ready food
source beneath the icy waters
which it is at home in as well as the
otter and seal. On the other hand,
an Adirondack black bear is inac-
tive or "sleeps" for four or five
months during which tune the
female gives birth to 1-3 cubs.

In Si.-rt, the sleepy state is not
for the flesh-eaters, though the om-
nivorous black bear has been in-
cluded in the scheme. Though the
real hunters of the wilds, the bob-
cat, the fisher, the coyote, the mink
and the fox may hole-up for days at

a time during severe weather they
know nothing of this phenomena.
To survive the winter they must
hunt more often than they did in the
summer. If prey is scarce they
may hve to extend their hunts into
new territories. Generally they
must hunt harder and more effec-
tively for their chances of securing
prey are greatly reduced. To such
natural hunters winter woods are
net-wonderlands of beauty but
hunger-lands that surrender
morals of food grudgingly.

Varying hare, red squirrel and
ruffed grouse serve as fare for
nimble-footed and cunning
predators. A chance meetings or
stalking of a beaver venturing too
far from its hole in the frozen pond
may now and then be a tasty treat
for a roaming fisher or crafty
coyote. Mink may pillage a
muskrat house. Deer weakened by
shooting wounds finally succumb
or are. overpowered by predators
supply a food source for many in
early winter. And if the snow re-
mains deep for extended periods
many young or unhealthy deer
weaken and either succumb or fall
as prey to coyotes and bobcats In
search of such victims of the cold
and snow. Shifting from long
periods of scarcity to short stret-
ches of plenty a precarious ex-
istence is eked out of winter by the
predators.

The fall bear hunter has seen the
tremendous amount of fat the bear
accumulates between its_hjde and
body. And it is much the same with
the raccoon as the fur trapper well
knows. On the other hand mink and
fisher are skinned as though
removing a glove. There's hardly
enough fat to fill a shotglass on a
fall caught fisher. What is there is
enough only to supply fuel during
short lean periods or to insulate
vital parts of the body from the
cold. There is virtually no let-up.
For most predators winter is a time
of almost endless searching for
food.

On the other hand, winter
escapists such as the; woodchuck,
black bear and the raccoon usually
enter their sleep with bodies
weighing perhaps double their spr-
ingtime weight. So with such
swollen bodies there is not much
choice left but to find someplace
where they can sleep it off.

Development Experts Address ANCA

Potsdam 'Fortunate'
To the Editor:

I feel the residents of Potsdam
are most fortunate in having such
an efficient and dedicated
volunteer fire department.

At a recent fire next door to my
home, I was made aware of h6w
quickly they answered the call,
how hard they work at fire fighting,
and how concerned they are for the
welfare of people.

I feel certain their quick
response and their aid from other
departments were responsible for
saving my home.

I am deeply grateful to these
dedicated volunteers and hope our
community will recognize how
much we owe these men by sup-
porting their efforts.

Geraldlne O'Brien
74 Main St., Potsdam

Clerk Says Thanks
To The Editor:

Pat and I would like to extend our
thanks to all of our friends,
relatives and neighbors who were
present at my retirement dinner on
Dec. 6.1 would like to thank those
who planned the dinner, and to all
who planned to come and for
various reasons, could not make it.
It was very gratifying to have so
many people in attendance at a
time when the weather was
anything but cooperative
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contact with people which has been
a large part of my life for more
than 26 years.

If the county clerk's office, which
includes the Motor Vehicle Depart-
ment, has been an effective entity
of county government these past
six years, it is due in large part to
the staff. To effectively serve the
public any office must be adequate-
ly staffed with people with the right
attitude. I believe that we have and
will continue to have this kind of ex-
cellent staffing.

Finally, I would like to say
"Thank you" to all,the people of St.
Lawrence County for your
thoughtfulness, kindness and
courtesy shown me over these past
many years.

Sincerely,
Don Logan

County Clerk
(Amost Retired)

Hearing, Meetings Set
To The Editor:

There will be a public hearing at
7:15 p.m., Jan. 7, 1985 to consider
repeal of the local law prohibiting
parking on Main Street between the
east end of Congdon Hall and the
sidewalk in front of Snell Hall. This
would permit parking in front of
Clarkson's Old Main (except for
marked crosswalks).

There will be -three special
meetings of the Potsdam Village
Board during the Week of Jan. 7,
1985:

— Monday, Jan. 7, 1985; 4 p.m.;
Special meeting to consider litiga-
tion in connection with construction
of the Potsdam Hydro-Electric
Plant. (This will be an executive
session and closed to the public for
obvious reasons).

— Wednesday, Jan. 9, 1985; 7:30
p.m.; Special meeting to consider
both (1) the details of the budget
process to be followed, this year,
and (2) Village priorties regarding
deferred maintenance of village
streets, the Civic Center Building,
the fire station building and the
central garage. This will be an
open meeting.

— Thursday, Jan. 10, 1985; 7:30
p.m.; Special meeting to consider
possible changes in the ad-
ministrative structure of -the
village. These include (1) possibly
combining the duties of the
treasurer and certain budget duties
of the administator in one office,
and (2) possibly engaging an
engineer-manager to supervise all
activities regarding the physical
plants of the village and (3)

possibly assigning certain of the
duties of the administrator to an
assistant to the mayor. This will
also be an open meeting.

All meetings and the public hear-
ing will be held in the Civic Center
board room. <. *

Very truly yours,
PaulJ. Claffey,

Mayor
Village of Potsdam

Opposes Expansion
To The Editor:

In that I am the author of the
notorious letter to Rep. Martin
which opposed the Fort Drum ex-
pansion that the Lammers cam-
paign took so much un-warranted
abuse over, I feel it is important
that with the election beind us for
me to offer a contrary opinion on
the alleged benefits of this military
expansion. This writer does not
hold the illusion that this letter will
stop the expansion of Fort Drum —
however if it succeeds in enlighten-
ing some people and shedding some
light on the insidous purpose of this
expansion, this exercise in exposi-
tion will have been worth it.

It is utterly reprehensible that
big business constantly closes
down our factories and then sends
them out to the "Third World" as
sweat shops. In the course of the
last 15 years tens of thousands of
New York jobs have been exported
tc th« '•Third World and a* n pit
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;so does the poor person in say 151
Salvador.

American capitalism is In
business to maximize its profits.
When U.S. multi-national corpora-
tions have to deal with unions, fr-
inge benefits, higher than expected
overhead and decent living wages
here, they fold up and move to the
"Third World" to exploit cheap
labor available there. The working
-classes of these countries are sub-
jected to rapidly falling standards
of living coupled with statist op-
pression to destroy any trade
movement which might have the
strength to challenge the status
quo. Eventually, these conditions
become intolerable and revolu-
tionary movements are thus born.
The road of this type of ruin is lit-
tered with Cubas, Nicaraguas and
Vietnams to prove this point.

Meanwhile at home, U.S. fac-
tories continue to close displacing

'millions, of workers and their
families. It wasn't long ago that 4
percent unemployed and 10 percent
poor were unacceptable. Today we
accept at least 7% percent
unemployed and 15 percent of the
population as poor. Yet we are told
in the face of human service budget
cuts that exhorbitant military
spending, military base expansions
and tawdry interventionism like in
Grenada are necessary.

Because of the horrid conditions
in "Third World" sweat shops and
the torpor of industrial decay at
home by big business which ex-
ports our jobs, the powers that be,
given the lack of adequate political
education of the U.S. worker are
given a marvelous opportunity to
dupe the U.S. worker with a
diabolical sham; military base ex-
pansions at home, base expansions
which can never make up for the
loss of exported jobs!

At places like Fort Drum,
displaced workers are thrown a
counter-productive scrap of
military spending ($1 billion to
create 1,500 permanent jobs at cost
of three quarters of a million
dollars per job to create) and are
maae to believe that they will be
living in paradise while protecting
our overseas vested interests —
vested interests which have been
sent there by the same powers that
be which export our jobs and
displace our workers.

To make a long story short, the
Fort Drum expansion with a light
infantry division of the Rapid
Deployment Force is in place for
military interventionism to protect
foreign investment (which is the

world's fourth largest economy)
and to mollify dislocated workers
who were displaced by job exports.
As to the soliders to be stationed at
Drum, it must be said that what an
insidous cynical program it is to
poverty conscript into the armed
-forces the poor fellow, who has been
displaced by job exports to protect
them that have booted him out of
his jobs and future in the first
place. Please consider these points
and do some hard pondering on the
direction that this military
craziness is taking our country in.

Sincerely Yours in Peace
Timothy D. Forsyth

Ogdensburg

'Imoral' Break-In
To the Editor:

This is an open letter to the per-
son* s) who broke into the Animal
Shelter early in the morning of
Dec. 21. You caused a great deal of
damage which we must now find
the funds to repair. You stole our
new, and necessary, telephone.
You broke a window, stole a
padlock, and broke a latch, severe-
ly bent three expensive dog gates,
ripped a huge hole in the wire of the
cat run, and stole a key to the
building necessitating the changing
of all our locks!

But worst of all you turned all the
dogs outside including three eight-
week-old puppies, on a night when
the temperature was belo* 2<
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rescued all the animals they could
find. One dog was missing for a day
and two black eight-week-old pup-
pies are still missing. Did you steal
the puppies along with the
telephone or did they wander away
and die from exposure? We search-
ed, but to no avail.

Please, if you ever consider such
an. immoral act again think about
the animals, not your own amuse-
ment or gratification.

The employees and volunteers at
the shelter along with our sup-
porters in the community give
generously of both time and money
to insure that unwanted or lost
animals can be safe, warm and
well cared for. It is very
disheartening to have such a
negative influence as you in our
community.

Marie Fodor, President
Potsdam Humane Society

Wins Wager
To The Editor: \

I would like to thank the Park
Newspapers for their help in enabl-
ing me to win a small wager con-
cerning the November elections.
However, the purpose of my
writing is not to gloat over the win-
ning of a small wager, but hopeful-
ly to inform any other regular
readers of your papers that a
mistake was made and never cor-
rected.

As it happened a friend of mine
claimed Mr. Lammers won over
Congressman Martin in the town of
Gouverneur. I told him that I
thought the people of Gouverneur,
on the whole, had more sense than
that and whatever he read in one of
your papers to the contrary must
be a mistake. I could not convince
hurt that could be so, and a small
wager was made.

After checking the figures my
confidence in the majority of the
people of Gouverneur was
restored. Congressman Martin did
in fact defeat Mr. Lammers by 71.3
percent of the vote in the town.

Also I wojuld like to point out that
Congressman Martin won by the
biggest margin in the history of
North Country politics. A margin of
over 75,000 votes. Apparently his
opponents negativism did not fool
some 125,000 of the voters who
know that David O'B. Martin is
working for what is best for his
district, as well as the country as a
whole.

. Noel T. Whitman
R.D. 2, Ogdensburg

TUPPER LAKE — Four experts
on economic development spoke
during the monthly meeting of the
Adirondack North Country
Association at Tupper Lake on Dec.

Speaking were Paul Duvall,
regional director of the state
Department of Commerce; Prem
P. Gandhi, Ph.D., of the Center for
Business and Economics, SUNY
Pittsburgh; Jim King, director of
the Statewide Business Develop-
ment Centers of SUNY Platt-
sburgh; and Lewis Rich, executive
director of the state Senate Com-
merce, Economic and Small
Business Committee.

Duvall explained the main points
of the Correil report developed in
the legislature, which is a study on
how to improve economic develop-
ment in northern New York State.

He said 300 people from all walks
of life were contacted for their opi-'
nions "to get the pulse'of public
feeling." The report, to be publicly
presented on April 10 at Potsdam
College will the go to the governor,
will contain a "very important,
item which will be the subject of

The Courier-Freeman
readers.

welcomes letters from

tourism."
Duvall said other aspects of the

study will be to "educate people to
the area's resources and the quali-
ty of life found here." The retailing
segment of the area will be studied
along with the various colleges'
part in development. Also, the ef-
fort to tap "top brainpower" for
development and a look at labor
availability. He passed out 10 ques-
tions toT>e answered and returned
by ANCA members present.

Also speaking to the volunteer
organization with representatives
from 14 counties. Dr. Gandhi,
whose special field is foreign in-
vestments in this country, said
"ANCA is on the right track in the
unity of purpose" in improving
tourism, manufacturing, and
agriculture.

~He said Canada is an important
foreign investor in this state
creating 180,000 jobs for residents.
The country's interest in this state
was because of its proximity to
parent companies and the highway
transportation set-up. Dr. Gandhi

said several problems should be
solved to help foreign investors. He

said the taxes in this state are con-
fusing and complicated and more
cooperation was needed from im-
migration and customs authorities.

King said that the SUNY
business centers were programm-
ed to assist local businesses.

He formerly was successful hi
establishing the Air Brake Com-
pany in Watertown. The centers
now number five, but will be in-
creased to 12 statewide at SUNY in-
stitutions.

Rich detailed how the state
legislature acts on the concerns of
small businesses and the amount
and type of help available from
governmental groups.

He explained the correct pro-
cedure to facilitate getting the
cooperation of Legislators.* His
committee is the first of its kind in
the state government.

More than 40 ANCA members at-
tended the meeting.

The writer must sign his or her name in original ink
(duplicated lettenwni be returned to the writer for an
original signature) and give complete address and
telephone number through which the letter may be
verified prior to publication.

Names will be withheld at the request of the writer

and at the discretion of the editor; however, the writer
must demonstrate a compelling reason for having a
name withheld.

Letters should be typed double spaced If possible, or
neatly written or printed. Letters should not exceed
350 words (approximately two and one half typewrit-
ten pages).

Over 100 Attend Agway Annual Meeting
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BY MILDRED JENKINS
WINTHROP - More than 100

persons attended Elliott's Agway
Service annual dinner meeting,
held at the Winthrop Grange Hall,
Nov. 28. The ham dinner was serv-
ed by members of the Winthrop
Grange. William Ramsdell, chair-
man of the Agway Committee,
presided at the meeting, which
followed the dinner.

Baker Elliott, owner and
operator of Elliott's Agway Service
presented his yearly report. He
said in part:

"Robert, Dorothy and I would
-like to welcome everyone here and
to say thank you foryour continued
support and use of Elliott's Agway
Service. 1984 is the 30th year that
we have been here in Winthrop at
the same location-first as Winthrop
G.L.F. Service and now as Elliott's
Agway Service.

"Volume was very good this year
and I want to thank you people for
this because without your con-
tinued support this would not be
possible.

"Feed prices are much more
favorable this year than they were
a year ago. The com and soybean
crop is excellent and I feel feed
prices should be a lot better all this
feeding season. Seed supplies ap-
pear to be adequate for next spring,
with prices about normal," he said.

Elliott then introduced his

Agway associates present: Ted
Simohds, enterprise salesman;
Jim Flagg, manager of the Canton
feed mill; Paul Preston, manager
of the Canton fertilizer plant; Jerry
Jordon, manager of the Norwood
agway Energy Saving Service; and
Roger Crary, Region 2. represen-
tative supervisor.

Jordon presented his yearly

Acid Rain Index

report which shows that the con-
ract hauling program has now been
implemented throughout all of
Agway Energy Products. It has
proven to be successful for Agway,
the hauler and especially the
customers which they serve. Dur-
ing the past month, they have in-
stalled an updated computer
system which gives them the abili-
ty to streamline their workload and
also give vital information, in a
matter of seconds:

Crary, Zone 251 manager, of Ver-
non, N.Y., presented a short outline
of changes in the northern area
over the past year. He also review-
ed Agway's operating statement,
and security program offered to
members and to the public.

William Ramsdell and Larry
Wagstaff were re-elected to the
Winthrop Agway Member Commit-
tee.

Corrections

The acid rain index for the week
ending Dec. 25 from the National
Atmospheric Deposition Program
is as follows:

Rainfall had a pH level of 4̂ 71,
nine times more acid than normal,
or weakly acidified.

Readings are taken hi Essex
County, N!Y.

It is the policy of the Courier-
Freeman to correct factual •rrors.

Readers are encouraged to call
the Courier's editorial office at »6-
6000 If they have personal
knowledge of such errors.

Readers are also encouraged to
call with "news dps" or news
stories they believe will be of
Interest.


