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Choose Carefully
It looks like open season on local elective of-

fices, as at least three incumbents have in-
dicated they will not be candidates in March.

Whether either the Republicans or the
Democrats will be able to capitalize on the pre-
sent state of affairs remains to be seen. Both par-
ties hold caucuses early next week, and after
that we should have a clearer indication of how
the ballot will look.

But we believe there is a warning here, for ac-
tive supporters of both parties, and for the
general voting public of the village.

In April, when the board of trustees convenes

for the first time after election, there will be
some new faces. The newly elected officials will
have much to learn as the village seeks to solve
some old problems and tackle some new ones.

Being an elected official is never easy. It takes
time, willingness to learn, good sense to realize
that problems can't be solved overnight, and
understanding of the community and its people.

We urge officials of both parties to choose their
candidates carefully. This is no time for token
candidates. We need qualified people who have
the interest and ability to work for all of us.

Second
Thoughts...

BY BETSY BAKER

Many congratulations to the Brass
Firemen. In just seven weeks they
have reached — and surpassed —

. their $18,000 goal for funds to travel to
Sarajevo, Yugoslavia.

Ilney will represent the North Coun-
tryand the U.S. at the Winter Olym-
pics.

A recent photo caption describing a
''family" sledding on Clarkson hilt

• has apparently caused some conster-
nation.

What I was actually seeing in my
camera's viewfinder, at a distance of
more than 560 ft., was garts of two
families sledding. Sorry for any pro-
blems that may have been caused.

In the pat on the head department:
an anonymous caller last week told
me she was elated over the actions of
two college students, who helped her
by pushing her stuck car out. "I think
that's great," she said.

Along the same lines, the Norwood
Brass Firemen do more than toot
their horns. One of them, Joe Liotta,
helped push my car out when it got
stuck in my driveway last week.
Thanks, Joe.

We got the good word from the vet
on Saturday. The slavering beast my
children named Mouse will weigh in at
75 to 100 lbs. when full grown. I can
hardly wait.

He is learning some cute tricks,
though. Like lying down on my feet
when I'm getting dinner. I can move
him now, but in another six months it

may be another story.

I have to hand it-to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. They keep right
on trying, sending out those press
releases *on every aspect of
agriculture from apple blight to zebra
kidnapping.

Only yesterday I got their latest of-
fering, entitled "USDA Recognizes
Denmark Free Of Foot-And-Mouth
Disease."

I've been sitting on the edge of my
chair, hardly able to sleep at night,
waiting for that announcement.

Now I realize that the disease would
be no laughing matter to the farmer
whose livestock was affected, but why
spend tax dollars on press releases
like that?

If I had to choose a winter sport to
watch my offspring play it would have
to be basketball. The ball is much big-
ger than a hockey puck, and the gym
is much warmer than the arena.

I can watch hackey until the creep-
ing paralysis sets In; the kind that
starts at the feet and works its way
slowly upward to the head. When I
can't feel the tips of my fingers, and
my facial expression is frozen in
place, I know it's time to look for a
warm place.

On Saturday morning, when the
temperatures outdoors hovered
around the unbearable, it was so cold
inside Pine Street Arena that the
water hose on the Zambbni was
frozen.

On Saturday afternoon, a small

crowd of hardy souls gathered to
watch Potsdam High School win-over
Northeast Clinton.

And on Sunday afternoon I finally
began to feel my toes again.

Watching the Potsdam girls play
basketball lately has been a study in
frustration. The girls want a win so
badly they can taste it, but they just
can't seem to capitalize on their op-
portunities.

The best thing I can do for my own
JV hoopster is to keep my mouth shut
— and watch the games as if invisible.

A real, genuine January thaw is
what we've got, folks. Don't blink or
you'll miss it. Those temperatures in
the 30s feel soooo good.

And, even earlier than last year, I
smelled spring in the air on Tuesday
morning. Scoffers just don't have
their noses in the right places, that's
all.

Caught the showing of "If You Love
This Planet" last week. No wonder the
Reagan administration wanted it
labeled propaganda. The clips of Ron-
hie the movie star wore hardly flatter-
ing. The film itself, however, lets the
viewer See, in living color, just what
radiation burns look like.

There may be some wide open races
in village politics this season. Uncer-
tainty - "Yes,^1 "No," "Maybe" style
— seems to be affecting politicians of
both parties.

From Our Files
June 6,1867 — Owing to the change

In the act of Congress by which the
sum exempt from taxation is increas-
ed to $1,000, but very few incomes are
reported this year from the county
districts.

In the town of Coltonihis year, only
nine persons report an income of over
$1,000.

A list of that group, together with
the amount subject to tax, is given in
the paper. *

May 2,1867 — Mrs. Harrington now
has the exclusive right to make and
sell the Waters Skirt Adjuster. This
simple contrivance allows the wearer
to raise the long, trailing skirts of the
ladies.

May 2,1867 — In St. Lawrence Coun-
ty in 1865 there were 128 churches of
all demoninations. The churches con-
tain seating for 48,819 church-goers
18,755 are used on the average and
they pay the clergymen $420.

Dec. 12, 1867 — Improvements
made to the Potsdam Episcopal
Church make it one of the most
beautiful churches In the country.

The "jfzure blue and falling star
ceiling" has been replaced by one
built of ash in the Gothic style. Thirty
new lamps have also been put up in
the church. •

WEST POTSDAM, Feb. 3, 1909 -
The Slab City baseball team held an
all-night dance in Simmons-Hall on
Jan. 29. Box supper and.good music
were in attendance.

No license meeting will be held in
the Union Hall on Feb. 2. The address
will be given by the Rev. W.S. Winans'
Jr. of New York. Music will be by a
male quartet.

, PARISHVILLE CENTER, Feb. 17,

1909 — The social event of the week
was an old-fashioned candy pull at
Byron Parker's home on Thursday
evening. Over 40 were there to enjoy
the evening.

The party of the week was an oyster
supper at the Bradley brothers place.
About 50 were present.

Took Him Right In
"Did you tell your Pa you wanted to

marry me.?"
"Yes, and he gave me his consent,

then asked me to lend him $10."

BLAKE, Jan. 18, 1910 — Everett
Brown returned to his school at the
agricultural college in Canton. His
sister, Lillian, accompanied him as
far as Potsdam.

Jan. 26,1910 — Mr. Sam Dempsey,
who will be remembered as one of
Potsdam's fast. bicyclists several
years ago, is calling on friends in
town. He is now a prosperous farmer
in Saskatchewan.

HANNAWA FALLS, Feb. 2, 1910 —
A remarkable case of rapid recovery
from a surgical operation was noted
at the city hospital in Ogdensburg last
week.-

Henry Cox was able to^ake the train
home after being in the hospital just
one week after an operation for appen-
dicitis. He is proprietor of the hotel at
Hannawa Falls.

Feb. 24, 1910 — There has been a
considerable, slaughter of trees on
Market Street to make way for
telephone wires.

March 9,1910 — The Normal Choral
Club at Crane expects to present the
"American Flag" in the Normal

Chapel on March 23.

Jan. 2, 1964 — John O'Brien and
Carole Shannon have won the Elks
Lodge leadership contest.

Gary Collins and Vicky McNulty
were named second place winners. •

compiled by Earl Pattison

Use Law Firm,
Easter Proposes

CANTON — County Attorney
Stephen Easter proposed Monday that
the county legislature continue to use
the firm of Lekki and Crowe instead of
filling a $17,500 assistant county at-
torney position.

In a memo to the legislature's
legislative and judicial committee,
Easter proposed abolishing the $17,500
position, and continuing to retain
Lekki and Crowe permanently.

The county is paying Lekki and
Crowe $11,000 under contract for three
months.

Easter also requested the
legislature to provide him with a part-
time secretary who would be his per-
sonal appointment to do office work in
the county office,

"At the present time," Easter said,
"I am having to either do my own typ-
ing, if I.want something taken care of.
quickly, or burden the) legislature's
staff, or physically transport all dicta-
tion and files over to social services,
wait for the work to be done, and then
go get it."

"Much time is wasted under this
system," he said. County law allows
the county attorney to have a
secretary who he appoints and who
serves at his pleasure.
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Supports John Glenn
To the Editor:

As a supporter of presidential can-
didate John Glenn, I want to share
with my Democratic friends and ac-
quaintances in St. Lawrence County,
the reasons I am supporting John
Glenn in this important election year.
Although I admire Senator Glenn's
outstanding and courageous 23 year
service record as an American
Marine and his contributions to the
space program, I am supporting his
presidential bid for many other
reasons as well. The son of a plumber.
Senator Glenn has demonstrated his
life-long dedication to traditional
American values, and he is not a bit
ashamed to be a bit old-fashioned
about his country. His successful
business career, his service on the
battlefield in WWII and Korea, and his
current service as a highly respected
U.S. Senator for ten years has helped
him shape reasonable and important
goals for our country. I have had the
opportunity to meet Sena.tor Glenn,
and to hear him present an outline of
these goals. I found him to be highly
intelligent, reasonable and very anx-
ious to continue to serve his country —
this time as President. I did not find
him to be so anxious that he will resort
to the kind of political promises which
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tremendously because he will not tell
us only what we want to hear.

New York State Democrats have
just a few days left to carry and sign
petitions which will qualify presiden-
tial delegate candidates to appear on
the very early- Democratic primary
ballot on April 3rd. I am grateful that
many North Country Democrats have
responded eagerly to Senator Glenn's
petition drive. Although many
Democrats have not yet decided
which candidate they will support, the
Glenn supporters understand that
although Mr. Mondale may be runn-
ing ahead of the other Democratic
contenders in the polls, seasoned
political observers nationally still con-
sider Senator Glenn a stronger and
more electable candidate against
Ronald Reagan. We Glenn supporters
feel that by running as delegates, car-
rying petitions or signing petitions for
Senator Glenn, we are not only offer-
ing Democrats a choice on April 3rd,
but also helping to present a viable
candidate to all U.S. voters in the
November election as well. Anyone in-
terested in carrying or signing a peti-
tion for Senator Glenn may call either
Pat Mason in Gouverneur at 287-1835
or Sam Burns in Ogdensburg 393-4714,
and Nancy DelBorgo in Potsdam at
265-3944.

Sincerely,
Norma Barue

Glenn Delegate
Candidate

Urges Freedom Of Choice
To the Editor:

Religiourcomniunities in this, coun-
try have a strong tradition of ad-
vocating personal decision making in
matters of family and sexuality. This
is the reason they want to keep abor-
tion legal. The American Baptist
Churches have issued a statement
which begins "Because Christ calls us
to affirm the freedom of persons and
the sanctity of life, we recognize that
abortion should be a matter of respon-
sible personal decision."

The United Methodist Church is con-
cerned with the quality of life, not only
with those already living, but also of
the children who may be born. They
say, "Because human life is distorted
when it is unwanted and unloved,
parents seriously violate their respon-
sibility when they bring into the world
children for whom they cannot pro-
vide love."

Judaism has firmly and consistent-
ly held that the ensoulment is at birth.
The United Synagogue of America
and the Rabbinical Assembly, which
represents Conservative Judaism,
have stated that abortions, "though
serious even in the early stages of con-
ception, are not to be equated with
murder, hardly more than is the deci-
sion not to become pregnant." The
National Council of Jewish Women
believes that "the freedom, dignity
and security of the individual are
basic to American democracy, that in-
dividual liberty and rights guaranteed
by the Constitution are keystones of a
free society, and any erosion of these
liberties or discrimination against
any person undermines that society."

Religious organizations believe that
abortion is a religious issue. Those
who say that a fetus is a "person" hora
this as a theological' belief, not a
biological fact. Roman Catholic
theology, which now regards the early
fetus as a person, did not always do so.
At first they adopted the belief of

Aristotle, St. Augustine, and St.
Aquinas that ensoulment occurs
several weeks after conception. At the
turn of the 13th century, church doc-
trine allowed abortion through the
fourth month of pregnancy. In 1869,
for the first time, a church rule, not
doctrine, prohibited abortion at any
time for any reason — even to save the
life of the mother.

The Lutheran Church in America
states " . . . a qualitative distinction
must be made between its (the fetus)
claims and the rights of a responsible
person made in God's image who is in
a living relationship with God and
other persons."

The United Presbyterian Church,
USA, has long held that "women
should have full freedom of personal
choice concerning^ the completion or
termination of their pregnancies."

We must all remember that the
issue of abortion is a crucial test of
religious liberty, a cornerstone of our
democracy. We owe to ourselves, our
country, and our religious communi-
ty, to work to protect the right of
women to freely make her own
reproductive decisions. Only in this
way will the religious liberty we cur-
rently enjoy be maintained.

If you would like more information
on the position of various other
denominations please contact us.

Helene Shulxln. Co-Chair
i

New Hartford, N.Y., 13413

Deposit Figures Wrong
To the Editor:

On behalf of the franchlsed beer
wholesaler in your locality, I would
like to rebut a news article circulated
around the state which estimated that
beer and soda distributors have made
$15 million on unclaimed deposits
since the returnable bottle law went
into effect. . -• •
: This estimate, made by a wire ser-
vice, is totally unsupportable.

It is impossible to determine a pat-
tern of redemption yet, because pat-
terns vary tremendously from area to
area and among distributors. It will
take 6-12 months to learn the percen-
tage of containers which are going
unredeemed.

The only figure which can be
realistically talked about now is the
$40 million plus which distributors
have invested in recycling equipment
to conform with the law. It was always
understood by the legislature that this
investment would be paid for by the
program itself.

Beer accounts for only 45 percent of
the 10 billion containers of beverages
sold in New York State annually. West
of Albany, 50 percent of the beer is
sold in refillable containers and the
distributor does not keep the deposit
(the brewer does) and therefore can't
earn income on it.

Anyone who takes the position that
there are windfall proms from the
bottle bill In the face of enormous ex-
penditures on physical plants is clear-
ly jumping the gun. \

Sincerely,
Al Lubrano, President.

NYS Beer Wholesalers Assn.

Band Says Thanks
To the Editor:

We, the Brass Firemen, are announ-
cing that our goal of $18,000 for our
trip to the Olympics in Sarajevo,
Yugoslavia, has been reached.

We realize that organizations and
individuals may still wish to con-
tribute to our cause. Once our
transportation costs are paid; we have
decided to deposit any additional
money into a savings account to be us-
ed in the event of a future invitation in
which funds will be needed for
transportation purposes.

We wish to express our appreciation
for the support from every donor who
has helped to make^this fund drive
successful.

We also promise to do our best in
representing our country, and you, the -
people who have always supported us,
at the Winter Games in Sarajevo.

Once again, thanks.. „
The Norwood Volunteer
Fire Department Band,

The Brass Firemen

War A Possibility?
To the Editor:

Last Tuesday, Jan. 17, President
Reagan delivered a' major foreign
policy address. His focus was the rela-
tionship of the Soviet Union and the
United States. This, he said, must be
improved in order to prevent war.
Does this mean that he sees war,
nuclear war, as a possibility in the
near future? I believe that Ronald
Reagan uses war as a bargaining chip
in.his negotiations with the Soviet
Union. I believe that he is a president

who is prepared to fight rather than
talk. I know that there is a very real
cold war occurring between our na-
tions right now. Hopefully one of his
advisors has gotten the message of the
dangers of nuclear war through to
him, though I find this doubtful.
Washington seems to be full of
believers of the "peace through
Capitalistic oppression — pro-nuclear
— pro-war" attitude. You see, in their
opinion, Soviet bombs are evil and
provocative and American bombs are
positive and necessary, therefore we
must continue to build and deploy
bomb's in order to "prevent" the use of
these bombs.

Sound like vocabulary only a politi-
cian can understand? If Ronald
Reagan thinks he can fool the
American people he is wrong. Like a
relationship between two people,
when conflict arises, realistic and
honest gestures are made to reach
solution, not fake and contrived
rhetoric.

Lynda Bage

Center Offers Thanks *
To the Editor:

Once again with the help of our local
churches and various organizations, -
the Norwood-Norfolk Neighborhood
Center was able to play Santa Ciaus to
our needy families and low income
Senior Citizens

r I'ltl* ;0i»mV(M«1' l̂ '.IVSI '.(iriXI'.^tlllnnMl
Church graciously opened Its doors to
us once again as headquarters for our
program.

This was a real community effort f t
with participation from the Handy
Helpers 4-H Club, the Boy Scouts, and
the elementary schools who collected
canned goods and decorated the boxes
the dinners were given in.

This year we were able to furnish
Christmas dinners for 84 families,
feeding a total of 270 people.

Toys, mittens, and other items of
warm apparel were given to 118
children. '" >

To the many not mentioned here, A
our grateful appreciation for all their'•# \
assistance in making Christmas 1983 a <
bit more merry. >

Mindy Muscarella, ]
Secretary-;—

Norwood-Norfolk <
Neighborhood Center

MS Chapters Merge
To the Editor:

Recently the Northern New York
and the Northern Vermont Chapters
of the National Multiple Sclerosis
Society merged in order to provide
improved services in a more cost effi-
cient and effective manner. The
Champlain Chapter is the result of
that merger. -

Our first public education/fund fals-'
ing effort as a combined chapter will-
be Moments for MS. "Moments" con-;
sist of 30-35 public service spots per
day during the week of Jan. 23-29.
These PSAs will be telecast on WPT2
and serve a two-fold purpose. :

Public education will be provided as -
people who have multiple sclerosis
share information, as well as chapter
volunteers, donors and service pro-
viders. Funds will be raised through a
phone number which will be provided
for donors to call. These pledges will
help us in our struggle to ' fund
research and provide needed services
to people who have multiple sclerosis
in our chapter area.

Sincerely,
Judith Whittler,

executive director

Prices Only Go Up?
To the Editor-

Gas rip-off! Massena $1.19 per
gallon, Potsdam and Canton $1.32 per
gallon for regular.

I continually hear on TV, papers
and radio about the gas glut and
declining prices of gasoline. How
come Potsdam and Canton never ex- J

. perience these declining gas prices? ;
How come our gas prices go only one
way — up?

Are prices being set by Potsdam
. and Canton gas dealers? They tell us -

all the gas is coming from the?
Syracuse.area; Potsdam is as close to
Syracuse as Massena is — if Massena
can sell gas 10 to 12 cents cheaper per
gallon, why can't Potsdam and Can-
ton?

Since I'm frequently in the Massena:
area I buy most of my gas there, buy-
ing just enough gas in Potsdam to get,
wljere prices are cheaper.

Why does everyone seem so passive
about our excessively high prices? I'll
bet we have the highest prices right
here in these two towns in the wholefl |
U.S. Doesn't anyone else care?

Wake up Potsdam! Complain! Buy
your gas in other towns. Make
Potsdam and Canton gas prices as
competitive as Massena. I'd like to
see some changes.

Lawrence E. Ashley
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Man Fined $25 On Two Charges Baldwin Acres
A Potsdam man was fined a total of

$25 in Potsdam town court on two
charges, Justice Malcolm A.
MacGregor presiding.
, Behrooz Bassim, 49, P. O. Box 747,

was fined $15 plus a $10 surcharge for
failure to stop for a school bus. He was
also given an unconditional discharge
for unlicensed operation.

In other town court action:

Michelle Ruddy, 32, Canton, unsafe tire, dismissed.
Bonnie Hooper, 2?, Heuvelton, Inadequate exhaust,

dismissed.
John LaShomb, 23, Massena, speeding, »15,110 tut-

charge. '.
Francis O'Keefe, 20, Massena, .speeding., $20, $10

surcharge.
A. M. Archambeault, 34, Massena, required obe-

dience to a traffic law, $10, $10 surcharge.
Calvin Halvor'ien, 24, Norfolk, failure to obey,

dismissed.
James McPadden, 26, Norwood, expired Inspection,

$10, $10 surcharge.
Douglas Da Foe, 24, Norwood, disorderly conduct,

$25, $15 civil penalty.
Clifford Parker, 22, Norwood, speeding, 120, $10 sur-

charge.
Robert P. Post, 52, Massena, unregistered motor

vehicle, dismissed.
David Kingston. 3$, Canton, Improper passing, $15,

$10 surcharge. . !
Henry Perrin.JM, -Canton, uninspected moter vetil-

cle, unconditional discharge, $10 surcharge.
James Kossln, is. Port Washington, expired Inspec-

ilon.unconditlonal discharge, $10 surcharge.
Artftur Ofibbone, 1», Shokan, trespassing, $25, $15

civil penalty.

Lincoln Chapman, 40, Winthrop, no Inspection, un-
conditional discharge, tlOsurcharo*. rv.

Harry Doelger, 32, Waddlngton; expired inspection,
' unconditional discharge, $10 turcherge.

Amato Evangellsta, 40, Wilton, Ct., speeding, $15,
$10 surcharge. .

Midtown Notes
Helen Richardson is back with us

after spending a few weeks visiting
her daughter and'son-in-law, Mr. and
Mrs. Steve (Jerrine) Regan, and
family In Auburn, Mass.

She also visited another daughter
and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. Brad
(Patricia) Ehjert, and family in
Syracuse. ' '

Midtown tenants held a business
meeting Jan. 14, which 37 attended.

Ten of us motored to the Crossroads
Restaurant in Moira for the delicious
senior citizen monthly dinner on Jan.
19.

Our next covered dish dinner will be
held Jan. 28. . -

Judy Lewin has returned from the
Canton-Potsdam Hospital.

$\
On Jan. 14 there was a family dinner

at Sabad's in Norfolk for Ethel
LaGarry's grandson,. Lt. Mark
Nezezon, who is home on leave. There
were about 20 attending the dinner. He
will be home for good in August.

. • , «

There were 15 attending the coffee'
hour on Jan. 16, including a guest,
Jane Greene, daughter of Mildred
Greene. Jane, who is from Syracuse,
spent the weekend with her mother.

Ida Barton and Lucille Hagadorn •
spent Sunday at St. Regis Nursing
Home visiting Lucille's sister, Mabel .
McCoy. They visited other friends and '
played cards. "•

• •i

Jessie Warner has been taking careo
of her grandchildren while her!
daughter is in thehospltal. *r

Marion.Johnson's grandson from)
Syracuse stopped in to see her Sun-f t
day. Tuesday, she went to dinner a t " '
her granddaughter's, Mr. and Mrs. i
Michael Germano, and spent the*
night. i"
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