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Patchwork: West Potsdam Area News
BY MARY ANN MIIJLER

I'm getting a late start at the col-
umn for the simple reason that my eye
caught a column title in the Courier
this afternoon. It said "Illusionist at
SLU." It said "Denny and Lee will
perform illusions of levitation,
dismemberment, disappearance and
the "infamous bullet catch." That
kind of thing I would like to see and it
was Thursday at the E.J. Noble
Center in Canton. Ric, Rosemary, An-
drew Sariford, and I went.

It was an excellent program. I'm
typing but my head is still saying,
"How did he get in that box?" It was a
first-class performance played to a
full house. The cold termperatures
didn't seem to keep people home.

Wednesday night was cold.
Potsdam's varsity hockey team
played Plattsburgh at the Pine Street
Arena. We've had four children go

through the Potsdam school system
and we've cheered their efforts in
every sport but hockey. Never had
anyone play on the hockey team.

Like many people, if I know so-
meone on a team I'll cheer for that
team. We were in a bind last night
because we know some of the
Potsdam players but the Plattsburgh
team is coached by a relative, the
assistant coach David Doty. We decid-
ed we'd cheer for Plattsburgh.

David has kept us in touch with the
team for the last four years and so~we
cheered for a team other than
Potsdam for the first time in bur-lives.
I mean when David meets you at the
arena and in front of all the spectators
hands you a jar of homemade
blackberry jam that he'd carried in
his duffle bag, you have to cheer for
his team.

That arena is not what you call
heated, however, there was a good

showing of support for Potsdam, and
even a small group from Plattsburgh
braved the cold for the game. When
we got home I checked the
temperature and it was minus 18
degrees.

Sue Perry is the lady who had the
accident on the bridge in front of our
house last Friday. This lady had
herself an experience she'll never
forget, neither will those who ap-
peared on the scene. Her car dangled
over the bridge and the steel bar of the
railing had gone through the drivers
window, across the seat, into the floor
under the dash board.

Somehow she made it from the car
and up a most steep embankment and
across the road to this house for help,
WITH her pocketbook! She was taken
to Canton-Potsdam Hospital and later
released.

I called her Tuesday to see how she
was doing. She said she is still a bit

HOUSE FIRE — West Potsdam volunteer firemen are
shown above as they pour water on the blazing rear por-
tion of the Harold Gilmore home, Potsdam-Madrid Road,
early Saturday morning. The West Potsdam volunteers

were Joined by firemen from seven departments in battl-
ing the blaze, which gutted the home. (Betsy Baker
photo)

Lack Of State Vet Causes Concern
BY TERRY KOCH

St. Lawrence County has been
without a state supervising
veterinarian for almost a year, and
local farmers and private
veterinarians are beginning to worry
abouttt.

The county farm community is con-
cerned about what will happen in the
event of a cattle disease outbreak
here, without the services, of a trained
epidemiologist:

Both Jefferson and SL Lawrence
counties lost their state veterinarians
about a year ago when Gov. Mario
Cuomo offered early retirement in-
centives in an effort to cut expenses
by trimming the state employee
payroll. .

Supervising Veterinarian Dr. Chet
Holden of Potsdam and the state
veterinarian for Jefferson County
both retired at the time.

Sinee then there have been pro-
mises but no replacement, and the
nearest state veterinarian is in Platt-
sburgh.

Fishel:\7e Need One
"We .definitely need at least one

physician," County Farm Bureau
President David Fishel said last
week.
. The Farm Bureau, he noted, has
brought the issue to Assemblyman
John O'Neil, who in turn says he is
urging the Department of Agriculture
and Markets to work "promptly" in
placing a state veterinarian in the
county.

O'Neil said the situation has "raised
some very serious concerns."

Fishel said he was alerted to the
problem by several county
veterinarians, among them Dr. M. P.
Bartlett of Madrid.

"The Commissioner -of Ag and
Markets," said Dr. Bartlett, "has
been sympathetic about our situation
but an appointment has not come to
pass.

"It seems everybody's sitting on

their hands," he added.
The state veterinarian is in charge

of monitoring the periodic disease test
results of farmers' herds.

They take charge in the event of an
outbreak . of tuberculosis or
brucellosis, for example, re-testing,
quarantining herds, and tracing the
problem to its source.

"We have not had a devastating
disease recently," said Dr. Bartlett,
"but we are concerned about it. With
the county fair season coming, we
would like to alert them (the state)
about the situation."

The county has had outbreaks of
brucellosis, but not during the past
year. Jefferson County experienced
an outbreak of herd tuberculosis
about two years ago, Dr. Bartlett said.

In the event of problems now, said
Dr. Bartlett, local veterinarians must
either reach the Plattsburgh-based
state vet or contact the proper depart-
ment in Agriculture and Markets for
information.

In addition, said Dr. Bartlett, the
private veterinarians' disease record-
keeping is not being monitoried now.

Needed For Coordination
"It's been our experience in the

past," said Fishel of the Farm
Bureau, "that if there's an outbreak,
the local vets don't have somebody to
coordinate their efforts through."

"I think the state veterinarian is im-
portant and needed,'' said Fishel.

"Pm not sure we need two supervis-
ing vets in the northern area of the
state (in both Jefferson and St.
Lawrence counties). But we definitely
need one physician."

Fishel said he wrote to the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture and Markets
about the problem in early November.

"He thought that in 60 to 90 days
they could fill the position," noted
Fishel.

Besides emergency work during an
epidemic, Dr. Bartlett said the state
supervising veterinarian "is on the

road constantly doing followup tests."
They have, he said, special training

in epidemiology that other
veterinarians do not have.

"There's been no hue and cry lately
because there's been no outbreak ol
disease," he added.

Assemblyman O'Neil, a member of
the Assembly Agriculture Committee,
said the lack of a state veterinarian
"has placed great hardship on the
agriculture industry."
- The concerns, he said, "go beyond

the obvious need to provide necessary
programs of animal testing, disease
prevention and control, and the many
other indispensable services provided
through the department." "

In addition, said O'Neil, there is
"the sheer cost and inconvenience"
caused by the absence.

Replacement of the- retired
superivising veterinarian is even
more important, O'Neil noted,
because St. Lawrence County has
"the largest farm animal population
of any county in the state.''

O'Neil said he has asked the State
Agriculture and Markets' Division of
Animal Industry to contact him of any
plans underway to solve the problem,
and he offered his "full assistance,
particularly if the undue delay has
been caused by budgetary problems.''

1 O'Neil Comments
O'Neil said Friday he has been told

"informally" that the State Office of
the Budget has planned for three addi-
tional supervising veterinarians in the
annual spending package.

But O'Neil noted he did not know
where those positions would be assign-
ed.

"We are hoping," he said, "that
when the written approval comes,
they look favorably on St. Lawrence
County."

Asked when his office would receive
some information in writing from the
Office of the Budget, O'Neil said he
did not know.

BUSINESS & SERVICE
DIRECTORY

MILL IQUIPMINT, INC.
"We Sell me Best I Service ttie Rest"
mmmm

Nothing like it on ranh.'" I

4WD12-81H.P. I
Dltul Tractors i LiwnlOardtn

Small Gas Engine Repair

Coapltt* UWMMWM1 TnMps
Pickup tr Delivery

MtwIttvllleM. U5-573I

Sergi's Pizzeria
specializing in Pizza and

Italian Food.

Free delivery
in Potsdam

Open
\r~ everyday at 4

10 Market St., Potsdam
265-3420

FIGHT FLAB!
Excercise bicycles, Ergometers

Rowing i i ch i ns
Shape-up beards
Heart Monitors
Bicycle rollers
& Wild t r i i i i rs .

24 48 Hour Service

RCA, G.E., Quasar and most brands

Also authorized Litton Microwave
service and most other brands

Outer Market St.
Potidam 265-3634

Norfolk Plata ,
Norfolk 384-4161

Otter Maple St., P i t t l w

To b« inolidtil
in flit

Business I Stnrioi
Dirtotory

sore in places but doing okay. She is
some lady-and a lucky one!

I was talking with Cindy Sullivan
about her ne'w baby. Now six weeks
old and weighing 8 pounds 4 ounces,
the baby has adjusted to her new
home and is doing just fine. Cindy had
closed her beauty shop, "Cindys Cut
and Curl" when she had the baby. Ex-
cept for frozen pipes, she is all in
order and is now reopening the shop.

Rats. They' are disgusting things
and in my house even more so. We had
our first one last year and my son
Peter set the traps. I put out tons of D-
Con and had a miserable time
waiting. We finally got him, but now
we have at least another.

I'm on the fourth box (four
packages to a box) and have now swit-
ched to something new I got at Agway
called Warf. I have one half of that
box left. I was telling Dick Grant
about it and he suggested the rats
might not be eating it, instead they
are storing it. If that's true I wish
they'd try to store the peanut butter on
the rat traps!-

My rats are in the woodshed and
part of the cellar. Pam and Matt Stone
have a worse problem. They live In a
mobile home on the Madrid Road.
Seems Matt was visiting David
Wright and his wife Pam called and
asked him to come home Now! Matt
said, "drove in the driveway and the

baby's diaper bag Is on the front lawn,
and I thought maybe Pam had fallen
with the baby."

He rushed into the house to meet a
very upset wife. Without wasting
words, she told him to get his gun. It
seems Pam was doing something with
the diaper bag and put her hand in it
and to her horror there was a rat in it!
She heaved the whole thing out the
front door. So, Matt had to go shoot the
diaper bag! He claims to have used
his shotgun and he had to be careful
that he not hit the truck and so on.
Now that should make a good end to
the story. Not so.

Matt discovered when entering the
house at a later time, "There was a
rat in the living room and one coming
out of the kitchen." He slammed the
door. Guess he got David to help move
things out. They are now staying with
Pam's mother in Madrid. Pam claims
she won't go back upless—And I don't
blame her. .

Matt's single question is the same
as mine. Where do- the rats come
from? We don't have a farm with
grains and goodies to attract them.

Ed Weaver underwent surgery at
the hospital in Ogdensburg last Tues-
day. His wife Ruth reports that the
operation went well. She is not certain
how long he will be in the hospital, and
said the doctor told her it may be a
week or longer. Meanwhile Ruth and
neighbors are feeding the cattle and

doing the chores.

Last Sunday afternoon West
Potsdam entered a team in thriV
Hopkinton-Fort Jackson bowling tour-'
nament at Market Lanes in Potsdam.
Bowling were Bill Grant, Ric Miller,
Dewey Peirce, and Mike Trivlllno. No
results of how they placed as, of yet.

Last Sunday evening the firemen
played broomball at the Pine Street
Arena. They played Potsdam and the'
game ended In a tie, 2-2. Coach Bernie
Weaver did point out that West
Potsdam was ahead until the very
end. At any rate, they did all right for.,
their first game. 9

I heard that Bill Paige and Charlie
Bates both have ice rinks now. Maybe
the team is getting some extra prac-
tice?

Was talking with Ron Richardson.
He is now secretary for the fire
department. Asked me if I had an old
typewriter he could buy. I told him I
have an old one, but itrs not for sale.
He claims he didn't want anything
fancy as he is a two-finger typist.

So, if anyone has an old typewriter
they want to sell cheap, Ron is Inw
terested.

A correction-The West Potsdam
Firemen are sponsoring a bowling
tournament at Riverlanes in Wad-
dington for fire department teams
Jan 28-2H

LAST WEE!

Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.

Hi
25
24
19
11
-2
15
28
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RED TAG SALE!
Hundred* ol UnadvtrtiMd
Prict Cuts at Radio Shack

Storm and Participating D*a4ars

LOOK FOR THE
RED TAGS ANO SAVE!

/hackadio
. . • „ ; • !

SPECIAL-ONE WEEK
Huge Price-Cut on Our Revolutionary
TRS-80 Model 100 Portable Computer

By Radio Shack

8K Model 100

AS LOW AS
•35 PER
MONTH

24K Model 100
AS LOW AS

'45 PER
MONTH The Micro Executive

Workstation™

CHARGE IT(MOST STORES!

The only portable with a telephone modem
and five programs built in: Word (Processor,
Address/Phone Directory, Phone Auto- •
Dialer, Appointment Scheduler and BASIC
Language. 8K, #26-3801. 24K, #26-3802

Stereo Headphones Cut '10
Nova®-40 by Realistic

40% Off

14"
WrW Reg. 24.95

Slip 'em on (or comfort-
able, exciting listening!
Large elements with
3V2" drivers produce
deep, rich bass and •
crisp highs. Adjustable
headband, VV plug.
#33-993

Low-Priced Phone Amplifier
By DUoFdNE®

Save$5

Mini Stereo System Cut 20%
1 Clarinette»-66 by Realistic

Save $30

11995
I l«PReg.1<

Reg. 149.95
• AM/FM Stereo Radio
• Cassette Recording Deck

Fits almost anywhere, great first system for kids, too!
Built-in speakers. Jacks for phono, aux and external
speakers. #13-1214' ^ _ ^

Remote Control Center
Plug 'n Power™ by Radio Shack

, Half
Price

39.95
Fingertip control of up to 16
appliances and lights! Plugs
into AC. Requires Module (ex-
tra) for each device controlled.
#61-2680

Reg. 29.95

Enjoy hands-free conversations, family and.
conference calls. No batteries needed—just
plug into standard modular jack. Rotary vol-
ume control, privacy and sensitivity pushbut-
tons. #43-278

Save! 18-Range Multitester
By Micronta®

Cut
15%

Color-Coded 3" Scale
^Mirrored meter for sure read-
ings of AC and DC volts, DC
milliamps, ohms and dB; —
With test leads. #22-201 Battery extra

Desktop/Portable Cassette
Recorder CTR-51bv a '
32% Off

Rag. 69.95 <
Auto and Manual Record Level Setting"
Built-in mike for taping notes or personal memos.
Cue/review helps find selections in FF/Rew. AC/
battery Operation. #14-813 Batteries extra

t'P-r

THEY DID IT!
Volunteer Fire
money goal by i

•10 P.
BYRON]
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Check Your Phone Book for the Radte / took Store or Dealer Nearest You
CitiLine is a service mark ol Citicorp..

A DIVISION OF TANDY CORPORATION, PRICES APPLY AT PARTICIPATING STORES AND DEALEgB

Following lengtl
open and closer,
night, the Potsd
finally approved
tional engineering
Associates.

Rist-Frost subr
costs incurred for
ing work on the wi
that had to be don
ty was not yet com

9 The three pay
some $37,945.34
engineering work
October, Novemb<

With the payme

Three S
Incumbents for
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nounced their deci
didacy to their pos
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