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.Cooperative Extension Report

Dairymen Facing Difficult Challenges In 1984
CANTON — New York dairymen

will be facing numerous difficult deci-
sions in 1984 according to. the
Cooperative Extension.

Not the least of these and of im-
mediate concern will be, should they
participate 'in the recently enacted
paid diversion program and cut their
marketings in order to qualify for a
$10 per hundredweight payment or
should they adjust their management
to offset higher feed costs and lower
milk prices? Possible management
adjustments range from tighter cost
control through feeding program-
modification or elimination of any
other cash flow leaks to increasing
production.

If they opt to participate in the
diversion program it raises many ad-
ditional questions. How much to cut
back production? How many addi-
tional cows to cull or other means that
will reduce marketings? What to do
after March 1985 when the program
ends? Should they sell out altogether?

The prospect' of higher feed costs,
high interest rates and lower
slaughter cow prices in 1984 make all
of these decisions extremely difficult
and yet critical for the individual
dairyman. There are no pat answers.
Dairymen should seek information
and assistance through their County
ASCS Office, Cooperptive Extension
and lheir Agribusiness represen-
tatr.es

Lower Farm Milk Prices
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of $13.23 per hundredweight, a
decrease of 3 cents from the previous
year. However, assessment programs
that began in April 1983 reduced the
blend price to farmers an average of
48 cents during the year. This put the
effective farm price at $12,75 per hun-

dredweight, 51 cents less than the
previous year.

In laftiihe New York-New Jersey
order blend price is expected to
decline from 25 to 30 cents as a result
of a 50-cent reduction in milk price
supports effective Dec. 1,1983. The ef-
fective farm milk price will again be
reduced by a 50-cent per hun-
dredweight nonrefundable assess-
ment, leaving New York dairymen
with a net projected reduction of an-
proximately 30 cents or 2.8 percent <n
the coming year.

N.Y,MUk Production
to Stabilize

Total New York milk production for
1983 is estimated at 11,635* million
pounds, up 4.4 percent from 1982. The
higher production resulted from a 2.3
percent increase in cow numbers and
a 2.1 percent increase in milk produc-
tion per cow. In the coming year in-
creases in production per cow are ex-
pected to offset a decline in cow
numbers, leading to little if any in-
crease in production. The turnaround
in cow numbers should result from
heavier culling caused by farmer par-
ticipation in the Federal paid diver-
sion program and lower profit
margins.

The average number of milk cows
on New York farms increased 940,000
hea-i during 1983, 21,001) greater than
in 1982 Cow numbers in September
reached a 13-year high of 948,000 head,
while heifer numbers are also at the
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herd there is still considerable
speculation as to how much additional
culling will result from this program.

Stabilization Act
The Compromise Dairy Bill, now

titled the Dairy Production Stabiliza-
tion Act of 1983, became law on Nov.

29. 1983. With the passage of this
legislation it now appears that dairy
policy will remain unchanged through
March 1985. The major features of the
new law which affect the outlook are
as follows:

Beginning on Dec. 1, 1983, the old
one-dollar assessment was repealed,
the support price was reduced 50 cents
per hundredweight, and a new, non-
refundable 50-cent per hundredweight
assessment is mandatory through
April 1, 1985. In addition, beginning
sometime in Spring ,1984, a National
Dairy Promotion and Research Order
will be implemented.

The Order will authorize the collec-
tion of up to 15 cents per hun-
dredweight from milk producers to
fund nationwide programs to
stimulate milk and dairy product con-
sumption. (In New York, the total
assessment for the current New York
State Promotion Order and the new
national order will be 15 cents per hun-
dredweight. ) The final and most con-
troversial part of the DPSA is its paid
diversion program.

Beginning on Jan. 1, 1984, dairy
farmers will have their first op-
portunity to sign up for a program
that will pay them if they sell from 5
percent to 30 percent less milk than
they did during a certain base period.
The payment will be $10 per hun-
dredweight" times the contracted
amount of the reduction in sales
relative to their base Farmers can
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Although it would seem fairly cer-
tain that dairy price support policy
will not be changed until 1985, the
dairy industry is now faced with much
uncertainty about the effect of the new
policy. The major source- of this

New Challenges Greet ATC Science Student
CANTON — Jill Conrad of Colton, a

freshman in science laboratory
technology, biology concentration,
has embarked on a second career goal
by enrolling at SUNY Canton ATC this
year. Already, she has experienced
unusual opportunity in the program.

A graduate of Shippensburg, Pa.
University with a BA in psychology,
she moved to the Canton area with her
husband Len Czarnecki, who is the
Educational Opportunity Program
director at Potsdam College.

"I thought I wanted to be a counsel-
ing psychologist," Jill says, "And I
hadjstarted my master's program
towardlnatgbal. However, more and
more I felt thatLwanted to get back to
one of my true loves — the biological
sciences. I knew I had to come to Can-
ton ATC for this program."

At Canton, she has found the studies
full of challenging new turns. One of
those turns took her to Washington,
D.C. to attend a week-long seminar on
Introduction to Tissue Culture and In
Vitro Toxieity Testing.

The seminar was held at the Center
for Advanced Training in Cell and
Molecular Biology at the Catholic
University of America in Washington.
It was sponsored by the American
Fund for Alternatives to Animal
Research (AFAAR). .

She applied on recommendation of
her biology professor, Irma Markert.
Because so few students across the
United States, would be selected to at-

tend the seminar, she was surprised
when she learned that, on the basis of
her application and an essay, she was
chosen.

"Actually, instead of 25 students,
they accepted 50 and ran the seminar
two weeks because of the tremendous
response," Jill said. "The purpose of
the program was to introduce
students to' the use of cell cultures in
place of animals in laboratory
testing."

The AFAAR advocates the follow-
ing:

— Salvage some thousands of
. animals from painful tests.

— Provide opportunities for con-
cerned investigators to develop new
alternatives. .

— Exert pressure on government
agencies to allocate a greater propor-'
tion of funds for developing non-
animal research.

At the same time, the AFAAR "does
not intend to duplicate or rival the ex-
cellent work of other animal protec-
tion societies. It would be naive to sug-
gest that the heartrending drama of
life and death being performed every

.day in laboratories throughout the"
world can be dealt with in any one
'best way."'

The week of morning lectures and
afternoon laboratories proved to be
tiring.

"We were given a lot of information
on research through use ofcellS; such
as Bruce Ames' demonstrations of the

Ames Test. There was just so much in-
formation which I couldn't absorb. It
was overwhelming."

However, Jill says, "I did get a new
dimension into laboratory testing. Top
researchers lectured each day. Peo-
ple like Dr. Roland Nardone, Director
of the Center for Advanced Training
in Cell and Molecular Biology. It was
very exciting." •

There was also a talk one day on
"The Legislative Process and Scien-
tific Research" by Carole Rogers of
the House Subcommittee on Science
Research and Technology.

"I'm sure that when I can more
thoroughly reflect on what we were
told, it will have an even greater im-
pact on me," Jill concluded.

Federal Tax Forms On Their Way
ALBANY — New Year's greetings

in the form of new tax packages from
the Internal Revenue Service have
begun arriving for about 800,000 Nor-
theastern New Yorkers Delivery
should be completed by mid-January.
According.to IRS District Director
John B. Langer, the biggest changes
in the 1983 tax forms are for short
form users.
. "Form 1040A has beeli redesigned
to let more people use it this year,"
Langer said. "Those who made con-
tributions to an Individual Retirement
Arrangement (IRA) or who qualify
for the Child Care Credit may now file
on Form 1040A and get these tax
benefits."

In order to provide for these extra
items on Form 1040A, some things
that were on the second page last year
have been moved to a new Schedule 1
and the basic form's layout has been
revised. The new Form 1040A is less
crowded and thus easier to read.
Schedule 1 will be used only by those
who have interest or dividend income
over $400, who claim the deduction for
working couples, or who claim the
Child Care Credit.

"The shorter Form 1040EZ, in-
troduced last year, will still be
available for single persons with no
dependents, income under $50,000,
and interest income not over $400 "
Langer added. "Its only design
change was to provide boxes for the
numbers to be entered, enabling the
form to be processed by computer
scanning."

Form 1040, used for itemized deduc-
tions, pension income, self-
employment, capital gains, and
similar situations, has only minor line
changes.

"If ,you need additional forms use

New Dairy Bill
To Be Discussed -

CANTON - "A New Dairy Bin" and .
Dairy Outlook Seminar" will be held k
Jan. 17, from 7:45 to 10 p.m. at the I
Best Western University Inn, Canton, f

Walt Wasserman, Cornell milk .
marketing specialist will speak on the I
new daifjrbUl and dairy outlook at I
7:45 p.m. George Connerman, Cornell f
farm management specialist will i
follow with "What Can You Do About I
It" at 8:30 p.m. From 9:30 to 10 p.m. I
tfill- be the question and answer "
period. . I

Time is winding down on making a I
decision on the new dairy bill. These I
two Cornell specialists will not have_"
all the answers, but they will certainly k
provide plenty of informaton to help I
make decisions, Cooperative Exten- I
sion staff said.

the handy order blank at the back of
your tax package or call the toll-free
IRS Forms number, 800-225-O717,"
Langer advised. "The IRS is pro-
viding many public libraries wth a
special package of forms that can be
photocopied as needed. Some banks,
Post Offices and libraries also stock
quantities of the most commonly used
forms."

Local IRS offices will have a very
limited stock of the more common
forms available after Jan. 16. Only the
Albany office will have a full range of
forms on hand.

Assistors will again be present only
in the Albany and Poughkeepsie IRS
offices beginning Jan. 16. The Tele-
Tax information tapes introduced last
year will be available in the Albany
and Poughkeepsie local {Calling areas.
The tax packages contain instructions
on using this service. Toll-free,
telephone help will be available
throughout the 21-county district area
at 800-424-1040, Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The toll-
free Forms line operates on the same
hours.

"The tax package you receive in the
mail has two useful items not
available elsewhere," Langer noted.
"One is the peel-off address label to be
used on the tax form you send to IRS.
The other is an envelope coded for IRS
mail-sorting equipment. Both items
will help to speed the processing of
your return and get your refund to you
faster."

uncertainty is, of course, the paid
diversion program. Although similar
programs have been applied to the
grains sector, no such program has
ever before been applied to the dairy
sector. •

It appears (at the time this is being
written) that dairy farmers will have
less than one month between the time
that all the rules and regulations
necessary to implement the paid
diversion are available and the last
date that they can sign up for the pro-
gram. Although the general
characteristics of the new policy can
be discerned from the actual legisla-
tion, until the USDA issues the rules
and regulations that will govern the
programs, many specific questions
that could profoundly affect program
participation cannot be answered.

The U.S. Outlook
U.S. milk production reached 138.5

billion pounds in 1983, topping last
year's record of 135.8 billion pounds
by 2 percent. Increases in both cow
numbers and production per cow were
responsible for the new record output.
Under the new dairy law, declining
cow numbers would be only partially
offset by increased production per
cow. Total milk production, national-
ly, is expected to decline by from 3 to 5
percent in 1984.

Very large USDA domestic dona-
tions of butter, nonfat dry milk and
cheese displaced commercial sales
during 1983 resulting in a 1 percent
decline in commercial disappearance
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product sales. Retail prices of dairy
products should increase very little in
1984. This should help encourage com-
mercial sales unless the high level of
USDA domestic donations is con-
tinued. •

Northeastern Milk Supply
Total milk receipts in the Northeast-

Order markets increased by 1.2 billion
pounds or 4.5 percent b 1983. Milk
supplies in the Northeast are expected
to remain unchanged in 1984, with the
reduction in cow numbers being offset
by increased milk per cow.

The number of producers shipping
to Northeast order markets in 1983
declined by less than .5 percent, the
smallest decline in several decades.
With nonfarm job opportunities im-
proving, producer numbers are ex-
pected to decline more rapidly in 1984.

The index of prices paid by dairy
farmers in New York State increased
over 3 percent in 1982. Purchased feed
and fertilizer prices' are expected to
show the largest increases in 1984, in-
creasing by 8 and 9 percent respec-

Jixely. The prices paid index is ex-
pected to increase 5 percent in the
coming year. When coupled with a
farm milk price drop of over 2 per-
cent, this represents an increasingly
difficult cash flow situation for many
New York dairymen.

The financial stress in dairy farm-
ing expected in 1984 means farmers
will need to continue to exercise ex-
ceptional control over costs and to
practice good financial'and produc-
tion management. Even dairy farms
with good cost control and efficient
production may have cash flow pro-
blems in 1984 if debt levels are high.

TOUGH CHECK — Potsdam's Matt Lalonde is trapped along the boards by
two Lake Placid defenders during the Stoners' 10-0 victory Saturday at Pine
Street Arena. Coming In to help out Is Jay Carey. (Betsy Baker photo)

In The Serif ice .*
PRIVATE IN GRENADA

Army Pvt. John C. Adams, son of
Donald L. and Cindy Adams of
Potadam participated in opertions in
Grenada.

The service member was sent with
other U.S. military personnel to the
Caribbean Island to rescue American
citizens and to assist in the restortion
of order.

Adams is an infantryman with the
82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg,
N.C, .
. Me is a 1982 graduate of Potsdam
Central High School.

LEIBFRED PROMOTED
Kelley E. Leibfred, daughter of

Richard P. Liebfred of Rural Route 1,
and Joanne Law of 28 Cottage St., both
of Norwood, has been promoted in the
U.S. Army to the rank of specialist
four. -

Liebfred is an administrative
specialist at Camp Foster, Okinawa,
Japan, with the U.S. Army Com-
munications Command, Signal Bat-
talion.

She is a 1982 graduate of Norwood-
Norfolk Central High School, Nor-
wood. '

ARRIVES FOR DUTY
Spec. 4 Mark A. LaMarche, son of

Gaetan R. and Elaine M. LaMarche,of^
Rural Route 11, Winthrop, has arrived
for duty at Camp Casey, South Korea!

LeMarche, a journalist with the 2nd
Infantry Division, was previously
assigned at Fort Sam Houston, Texas,.,

His wife, Mary, Is the daughter of "
Edder M. and Joan M. Benati of Penn-
field.N.Y.

He is a 1979 graduate of St.
Lawrence Central High School,
Brasher Fall.
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21st Annual Antique Show and Sale
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'Adapted' Home Offered
The Veterans Administration i s ,

reminding certain disabled veterans
of military service that they may be
entitled to a grant from the VA for a
home especially adapted to their
needs.

Veterans who may be eligible for
the grant up to $32,500 must be entitled
to compensation for a permanent and
total service connected disabiliy, due
to specific conditions, and the VA
grant may not be more than 50 per-
cent of the cost of building, buying, or
remodeling of a home.

Eligible veterans with available
loan guaranty entitlement may also
obtain a guaranteed loan from the VA
to supplement the grant to acquire a
specially adapted home.

The VA regional office has details
about the specially adapted home
grant.

St. Lawrence County 100 percent
service-connected disabled veterans
may contact: St. Lawrence County
Veterans Services Dept., 379-2294;
N.ew York State Department of
Veterans Affairs, 393-0580.
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W.B. G00DN0W AGENCY, Inc.
Winthrop, N.Y. 13697

Would like to announce the
following new programs:

1. eAltiNSFRANCE PTogram-New^matuw drivena-eldltfxxr^rJn--
cipal operators over 55 years of age. New increased credits for
multi-car families. ,

2. New Programs for homeowners with homes less than 30 years •
old, and for replacement cost contents.

3. Business Insurance for all needs..
u u M

'or a free quote. 389-5145

WE ALSO HAVE A COMPLETE PROGRAM
FOR FARMS.

How would you like to win 100 State Lottery Tickets? With every
100 gallons or more of heating oil you purchase from Augsbury
through this March., you will receive one entry in that month's
drawing. Each month, one lucky winner will receive 100 free lot-
tery tickets. If yo"u buŷ SOO gallons by March 31st, you will also
qualify for our grand prize drawing for 600 tickets in April. You
can also enter by stopping into our office and filling out an entry
form with no purchase necessary.

HDort't miss yom^haiiee to strikeit rich."..maybe become a : _
millionaire!
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