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an ^ • Howling Huskies Here

First Things First
For sheer chutzpah, it would be hard to'beat a

photo session held last week at Potsdam's new
water treatment plant. Officials from Rist-Frost
were posing for pictures to be used in a Business
Week magazine story on the ozonization process
the plant will use to pre-treat Racquette River
water.

Unfortunately, the pictures won't show the
ozonization process working — it hasn't been
working for about six weeks, for reasons ranging
from a broken oil pump to a cracked glass tube.

The hydroelectric generating station isn't
working either, unless one counts a few hours

last Thursday when power was produced
manually, rather than by the fully-automated
computer, which is not operating.

It's nice that Business Week has taken an in-
terest in Rist-Frost, the firm of. consulting
engineers responsible for the water and hydro
plant design, but let's put first things first.

Now that the $6 million-plus project is — or
should be — winding down, is Rist-Frost more in-
terested in Business Week than in its obligations
to the Village of Potsdam?

Let's get both plants working properly, then
pose for pictures.

Second
Thoughts..

An eerie fog, looking, as one friend
said, "like the Nova Scotia fogbanks,"
crept into the village Sunday night
along with bone-chilling
temperatures. By morning it was —25
in Potsdam, with Madrid reporting
—40 andMassena — 37. .

Tuesday's 18 above zero felt like a
tropical heat wave.

What do I do with a press release
that begins "Have you ever wondered
how many people write love letters for
Valentine's Day?" ? Three guesses.

What's even worse, some of the
stores have their Easter candy on
display already.

One of the nicer ways to observe
Valentine's Day would be to visit a
veteran hospitalized in a VA hospital.
The Veterans Administration is in-
V ivlllc LlUuCllD l\J V lo l l HUoUivdl

~~VeTs"̂ s~part of a nairdnaTsalute the
week of Feb. 14. Since distance is a
problem for North Country folk, drop
a line of greeting to area vets in the
Syracuse VA hospital.

. Aren't we just knee deep in fluffy
white stuff, though? Nobody could
possibly say the skiers haven't had
enough snow this winter. I certainly
have had enough and it's been, a long,
cold day since I stood at the top of a
hill, said my prayers, shut my eyes
and pushed off with the poles.

There's a more serious side to
Winter, and locally, with great piles of
snow in most parking lots, children
under 5 ft. tall may be in danger.

Watch carefully for little ones
dashing out from behind a pile of
snow, jumping off the top of a
snowbank, or playing too close to the
road.

Friday the 13th has never been

unlucky for me; after all, my
daughter was born on a Friday the
13th, but Thursday the 12th — you just
wouldn't believe what can happen.
• I should probably start with the call
from my son, who wanted to let me
know that the puppy chewed the zip-
per on his winter jacket. About six in-
ches right out of the middle of the zip-
per, and not a little plastic tooth left.
Now I know where those teeth are, or
where they were, but I'm not going in-
to that.

Next was dinner. Knowing that I
would have to work late and go to a
7:30 meeting, I arranged to have my
daughter put dinner in the oven. She
was to wait for my call, turn the oven
on and put three TV dinners in so they
would be done when I got home.

How did she wait for my call? On

BY BETSY BAKER

midnight I was awakened by the
phone, scrambled out to the kitchen to
answer it, only to be greeted by loud
party sounds and some drunk asking
"is Stacy there?"

And I left out the part about the pup-
py chewing a pair of freeble pan-
tyhose that I was sending back to the
manufacturer because they were
defective.

Speaking of, luck, you know. how
you're supposed to begin the new year
(or each new month) by saying "rab-
bit, rabbit",before you say anything
else? Good luck is supposed to follow
you all year if "rabbit, rabbit" is the
very first thing you say.
- The husband of a friend of mine
managed to stay awake until mid-
night on New Year's-Evei. and his

Thousands of howling huskies and
their skilled drivers travel the sled
dog racing circuit across the northern
part of the United States and southern
Canada, each year. About 400 sled dog
races are held at various times
throughout the racing season.

One of the most famous is the Alpo
International Sled Dog Champion-
ships held in Saranac Lake, NY over
the last weekend in January. Though
one of the most recently established
events, it now boasts of a $30,000
purse.

When all race participating drivers
and their teams reach this small
village in the northeastern Adlron-
dackst it is literaly swamped with
yelping dogs calling forth from their
cramped kennels stacked on the back
of pickup trucks or on small trailers.
The huskies seem to be saying how
anxious they are to take part in the up
coming races, to be given the "All
right! Let's go!" command to race.

On the other hand, their devoted
drivers are hoping their eager teams
will translate this enthusiasm into a
generous piece of the purse to defray
some of the cost of travel and lodging
so that they can continue in this hectic
sport.

To the general public, coming to
these races means coming to see
"huskies" do that thing they are noted
for: pulling sleds over snow. It is a
surprise to them when they learn that
several other breeds and crosses with
Walker Coon Hounds, Irish Setters,
Airedales, German Shepards and
others noted particularly for speed
may also be taking part in the race.

But whoever beard of Greyhounds
(aillinf s> fllefi" Ho* muct1 txriUt** MMMK
'I'oHiny white and wolf MacK dogs
with the dense undercoat and thick,
smooth outercoat fit into the picture
as sled pulling dog teams. They look
as if this is0what they were really
meant to do and have been, doing for
centuries perhaps not recorded by
man. They do not appear as sudden
misfits. They fit with the snow and the
cold and the wjtad and the long races
requiring the endurance for which
they are famous, and have
demonstrated so consistently.

The dictionary has several mean-
ings for the word "husky." For exam-

ple, a human voice that has become
hoarse because of overuse is "husky."
Another refers to physical propor-
tions: a rugged, strong and stocky
person is "husky." What has this got
to do with sled ddgs? Well, aren't the
northern breeds, at least, rugged,
strong and on the stocky side in their
natural form?,

One historical writer of the North
claims early explorers of this harsh

Region used the term "husky" to
describe the native people they met in
their travels. In time, however,
"husky" was used only in reference to

' the many varieties of Arctic sled dogs.
On the other hand, the dictionary also
says "husky" is probably a shortened
version of Eskimo. Maybe the ex-
plorers were right in the first place.
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"Eskies" and. "huskies" are pretty
close in sound.. Betides in general ap-
pearance the Eskimo people match
that of their sled doge However, peo-
>iit tint4 th(gf AtaniifTnnHtir atom Utt
same name. Somewhere along the
line, someone tactfully and per-
manently stuck "husky" with the
canines of the North.

What is truly amazing is that dog
breeds of such gentle and friendly
disposition should be produced by
such severe and dismal environments
as the tundra regions. Although I have
not seen it stated as fact, I am sure
that these northern breeds are
somewhere near being the best
dispositioned dogs in the world.
' Generally, huskies possess a
natural canine chrisma not apparent

in most domestic breeds. Of course
puppies of almost any breed have a
touch of it but most loose it in
adulthood or even before reaching it,
while northern breeds seem to hold on
to it throughout most of thet,
adulthood. Is the chrisma expressed
in Its alert and intelligent composure,
friendly attitude and graceful
behavior?

Without being able to define It peo-
ple somehow recognize it and respond
to it. And because of this the northern
breeds are experiencing a populariza-
tion not only as sled dogs but also as
comforting pets and dear compa-
nions.

What they see may be the ingrained
humbleness the breeds have acquired
after centuries upon centuries of a^ ,
cepting the extreme struggle for ex*
istence in the Far North. The husky
does not annoyingly demand from its
master, but simply and graciously ac-
cepts what is offered and in return
receives much fond affection.

Those new to the breeds expect to
find a vicious natured dog because of
its wolfish appearance. They look
hard to find the big, bad wolf. The fact
is, I think, that the husky, though of
more recent wolfish ancestry, is more
a people loving than a wolfish lonetn.

-dog. It has long shared the hardships
of the land with the people with whom
it lived. It recognized its place at a
worker in a family unit. The
significance of its role did much to
shape its disposition. It felt useful and
needed, met many brave challenges
and saved the, lives of many of Its
masters, and knew it. In many areas
of the Siberian and American North,
irlbeamor irwmrtkrcw1 aim' th#r w

their most valuable possessions. Lead
dogs especially. Without their do*
teams, tribesmen could not travel <jf
distant areas to secure meat in order
to replenish dwindling supplies.

This sense of sharing and con-
tributing is stUl there. You'll see it if
you glance into those slightly oblique
eyes, be they pale blue or light brown.
Do they not reflect the great white and
desolate expanses of the Far North
that their ancestors braved and so
willingly and often traversed in any
kind of weather for the sake of serving
their master?
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HfJNT RECALLED:
A Cold Night In The Woods

send someone to tell her to get off the
phone so I could call her, which made
dinner late.

There were two fried chicken and
one turkey. Unfortunately, no one
wanted the turkey. I think I may have
offered to eat it, but it was a little hard
to hear, because the children were
shouting at each other over who was
the biggest- jerk for not wanting
turkey. About that time I absent-
mindedly picked up a piece of fried
chicken and started to eat. I forget
who got the turkey.

Late for my meeting, I stuck my
contacts in and started off. I had a lit-
tle trouble driving down the street,
and a little more trouble walking
down the sidewalk. Everything was
fine,.though, after I took the right lens
out of the left eye and the left lens out
of the right eye.

Feeling as though I would be safer
lying down, I went home after the
meeting and went to bed. Just before
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finally nad to- 4ieart was obviously ffl-therightpiscep.
but in his zeal to cash in the good luckg
he went a little overboard. "Rabbit,
rabbit, rabbit!' is what he blurted
out. ' ' • '

Now he'll have to settle for a mon-
th's worth of good luck at a time.

One local lumber company must be
doing a fantastic business, so fan-
tastic they can refuse a sale.

All I wanted was a piece of plywood,
about 34 inches wide and 44 inches
tall, to use as a puppy gate.

They had four ft. by four ft. pieces,
but they refused to cut one for me, so I
walked out. As I said, business must
be fantastic.

The county legislature has recogniz-
ed'the Norwood Brass Firemen by
declaring the week of Feb. 5-12 "Nor-
wood Brass Firemen Week." *

The band expects to leave for Sara-
jevo, Yugoslavia on Feb. 5, to perform
at the Winter Olympics.

BY ROBERT HANSON
Leslie, my brother, drove in one

Saturday night to hunt with me the
weekend. Little did I know then if
would really be our last good hunt
together, one I will always cherish, as
It was the only time we spent a night
alone in the woods together hunting.

it was a cold night in November,
around the 15th. We had had a little

vsnowrbut it had all gone. We talked It-
over and decided to go up that night
and stay in a shelter of our own mak-
ing. I had a small tarp I used to cover
my hay baler. We figured we could
make it do some way for a shelter, so
we had a lunch and headed for South
Colton.

It was late when we arrived where
we left the car, and by the time we got
into the woods it was dusk. We
separated at the forks in the trail, to
keep a few rods apart 'till we got back
where we would camp. I was on the
west side next to the Behan Club line.
As we got back near where we were to
meet, there was a narrow strip of land
that had grown up to a thick stand of

tinued on to our camping place.
When I got there Leslie said, "So

you couldn't resist, could you?" He
said the deer had crossed In front of
him; he could see It's eyelashes.

What to do? We went on and found a
place to make a shelter. We fastened
the tarp up between two trees to help
keep the wind from us, then gathered,
balsam bought for a bed. It took a

-^yhile-to-do-that.-Afterwe got done, 1-
sald to Leslie, "You build a fire in
front and I will go back and get some
meat." So I went back to the kill. I
skinned out one hind quarter, and took
it back to camp, and believe it or not,
we ate that whole ham that night. We
would lie down, try to sleep, get cold,
and get up and broil some meat and
eat.

Nothing is so good as deer meat
cooked over a hard wood fire outdoors
and we sure made time on that. We
had salt and papper mixed together in
one plastic salt cellar, so we were all
set.

We were lucky we got out of there
without being caught, but I never like
to leave meat in the woods; it is too

animal cry out. I think it was a bear
but it might have been a wolf. It only
cried out once or we might have told
what it was, but it sounded like a big-
ger animal than a wolf.

We ate and kept the fire going, buTil
was too cold to sleep much, so when it
got light enough so we could see, up-
started out. We stopped and the car-
cass, or what was left of it. We each
had^small plastic sacltso he cutthe
other quarter out, just the meat, and
some other parts of meat, the
backstrip and so on. We divided this in
two backs and each put them under
our oats around our waste, and this
way we got it home so the family could
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From Our Files
Feb. 17, 1876 — The inhabitants of

the former village-of Ellsworth have
finally succeeded in getting the post
office department to omit the "y" first
placed upon the new name of the post
office. ,

We now have the name Hannawa
Falls.

Jan. 6, 1876 — All interested In
maintaining a reading room are re-
quested to meet in the rooms over
LaMere's store on Monday evening at
7:30 p.m.

PARISHVILLE, Jan. 24,1950 — Dr.
Max Thaler and his wife arrived for a
three-day visit. The medical practice
of the late Dr. Duffy has been offered
to the European physician.

Jan. 18, 1951 — Draft board shows
that Potsdam has eight doctors, two
dentists, and one veterinarian.

NICHOLVILLE, Jan. 25, 1951 -
Fire station opens; town supervisor is
Vane Dine.

Jan. 1,1951—Potsdam is scheduled
to test its shaky civil defense prpgram
with a mock air raid pn Feb. 10-11.
James Lahey, Potsdam Civil Defense
director and Grant Cotton, chief
observer are in the process of check-
Ing the air raid lookout atop the
vitta t tohatin

g the air raid lookout atop
ttage filter plant to-see-what-in*

stallation would be needed to re-
activate it. ** '•

Jan. 1,1951 - PFC. Donald Champ-
ney has returned to Spartan School of
Aeronautics in Tulsa, Okl'a. after
spending an 11-day vacation with his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Champney.

Jan. 1,1951— Ninety-seven couples
have received marriage licenses dur-
ing 1950, far short of the record 115
issued in 1947, according to Town
Clerk William TL Hinman.

WEST POTSDAM, Jan. 11, 1951 —
Several pupils were honored for near-
perfect records in a recent review of
Bible verses, according to Carleton
Mabee, superintendent of Sunday
School.

Those honored were Carol Forbes,
Nancy Hogle, Richard Reed, Ruth
Dygert, Rodney Chase, George
Dygert, Joretta Pierce, Dean Talcott,
Dale Talcott, Stewart Talcott, and
Prances Ann Gilroy.

EBEN, March 1, 1951 —' The
children at school presented Dewey
Pierce with a sunshine basket last
wee.k.

March 3, 1926 — Bids for the con-
struction of the filter plant will be
opened next week.

March 8,1926 — Mrs. Emmett Con-
netty-completed omr year as rural

mail carrier of R.D. 2. Her route has
248 boxes with 1,050 patrons and
covers a distance of 28.35 miles.

SX
edge of .this thicket. Leslie apparently
did about the same on the other side of
the thicket. Anyhow, as I got farther
away from the thicket, I saw a small
deer traveling to my right about In the
middle of the thicket. I was sure I saw
small horns, but it-was hot good light
so I took my time to be sure. It had got
nearly to here it would be out of sight
and I was sure it was a buck so I did
the obvious, I shot.
' It went down, but imagine my disap-
pointment when I got to %Jt.was$ lit- ..*- - F "
tie "flattop." It was toflate to Hft* We didir£Qep all night; sometime
sorry, so I dressed'it out, and con- in the night we heard some kind'of

wasteful. Of course it was unlawful,
and we both knew it, but it was done so
why not use it instead of leaving it to
waste? I don't suppose we were
original in doing this, and I can't
recall ever doing this again.

We did have a good and enjoyable
time, and was the only time we were
ever together in the woods all night. It
was a pleasant thing and I shall
always remember the night, we ate
almost a whole deer together; we sure
did enjoy it.

SOCIAL SECURITY:March 5, 1941 — Welfare costs in
Potsdam dropped sharply last month
compared with a year ago. In
February of 1939, some $976.17 were f\ i • n r-i ~r r\ r\ , •

S^nSnis.werespenUnthe Canadian Benefits To Be Reduced-

Musicians 'Warm' Writer
To the Editor:

Here I am, in the cold Midwest (not
unlike my hometown in the East), be-
ing warmed by familiar names and
faces of North Country musicians. My
parents gave my husband, Tim, an*
me a subscription to the Currier a i r
Freeman, and much to my delight, the
last several issues have made me
smile with the news of the Norwood
Brass Firemen who will be perform-
ing at the Winter Olympics in
Yugoslavia. Ah, the musical
memories of Potsdam. Hooray for our
area, which has always supported and
encouraged musical talent. Keep it
up, folks, and break a leg!

Sincerely,
Margaret Scaturro H«>.

Madison, Wfff
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1951 — The New Roxy: March 16-17,
"The Milkman," with Donald O'Con-
nor and Jimmy Durante.

March 20-21, "The Flying Missile,"
with Glenn Ford and Viveca Lindfors.

Also, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.. in
"The Great Manhunt.''

First girl: "Yes, I'm* married. I
married a perfect genius."

Second girl: "Oh, well, I wouldn't
feel badly about it; I suppose someone
has to marry them."

Willie: "Paw, what is an amateur?"
Paw: "A amateur is a fellow who

will work harder for a medal than he
will for real money, my son."

Feb. 24, 1876 — The past week we"
have had excellent -sleighing in
Potsdam. Never has there been as
much wood and bark brought into our
village. Two hundred cords of wood a
day would be a fair estimate. Good
green hardwood is worth $4 a cord.
Duff and Foster are taking in a lot of
bark at this tannery. : „ _
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United States Social Security
benefits received by Canadians will be
reduced 15 percent, with the check
issued in January, 1984, according to
John G. Joly, Social Security district
manager in Ogdensburg.

Under the U.S. Social Security
amendments of 1983; part of a per-
son's Social Security benefit may be
taxed. Benefits payable to non-U.S.-
residents Canadians will be taxed a
flat rate of 15 percent.

It was the concern of the U.S. Con-
gress that Social • Security
beneficiaries who are hot U.S.
residents or citizens not be exempt
from the general principle of benefit
taxation. This principle is being ap-
plied to U.S. citizens resident in the
U.S. or living abroad.

Congress had no design or intent to
create a punitive effect on Canadians
who receive benefits while residing
outside the United States. It recogniz-
ed that a tax provision tied to the filing
of a U.S. Federal Tax return would be
inappropriate for most Canadian
beneficiaries residing outside theJLJ .̂.

United states citizens anaresidents
with gross income exceeding certain
base amounts include up to one-half
their Social Security benefit hi their
total yearly taxable income when fil-
ing their U.S. Federal Tax return.

Social Security benefits paid to non-
resident Canadians will be taxed in
the same manner that Income from
other non-business sources within the
U.S. Is currently taxed under the U.S.
Internal Revenue Code.

A letter is being sent the first week
of December to all Canadian
beneficiaries of U.S. Social Security
explaining the amount of their reduc-
tion.

If Social Security beneficiaries
residing In Canada have questions
regarding their U.S. Social Security
benefits, they should contact their ser-
vicing Social Security office. The

Ogdensburg Social Security office is
located in the mall In downtown
Ogdensburg, and the telephone
number is 393-0880.

Should.Canadian beneficiaries have
any questions on the taxation of the
benefits, they should contact the ser-
vicing U.S. Internal Revenue Service.

NEWSBRIEF
CANTON - Veterans and other

beneficiaries who have direct deposit
of their benefit payments are advised
to notify the Veterans Administration
immediately or any change of ad-
dress.

Having a correct mailing address of
record will assure the receipt of cor-
respondence by a claimant concern-
ing award actions or Information re-
quests.

Claimants, including dependent
parents, who are in receipt of
Veterans Administration disability or
death benefits which are based wholly
or In part on imcome should contact
this office tf
questionable In early November.

Call 1-800-462-1130; Canton-379-2294
(county Veterans Service Depart-
ment); Ogdensburg-393-0680 (New
York State Dept. Veterans Affairs).

NEWSBRIEF
The Federal Reserve Board has an-

nounced Its approval of the applica-
tion by Community Bank System,
Inc., Canton, to become a bank
holding company by acquiring The St.
Lawrence National Bank, Canton and
The First national Bank of Ovid, Ovid,

In September, the stockholders of
The St. Lawrenae National Bank and
the stockholders of The P in t National
Bank of Ovid voted their approval of
this transaction. It is expected that
consummation date will be Feb. 1.

To the Editor:
Re: Mr. Luke Dailey's letter which

was entitled "Winter Crybabies?"
Mr. Dailey Inquires, "Is it winter

that's miserable, or just you." In rep-
ly to that, one might answer, "Both.'r

We're gratified.to know that Mr.
Dailey is not miserable and loves the
winter. But, then, he may be gainfully
employed and doesn't have to worlr
about the heat bill, or the electric buT
or his shelter. No doubt he is one of
those unmlsertfble ones who can't
wait to put on his $200 skis and get out
on the slopes, or get out his $3,000
skidoo and speed through the snow
drifts. We wonder if be sits com-
fortably by his warm fireplace and
writes his letters to the editor by the
light of a flaming logs, while we
miserable ones who are either old and
on Social "Security" or out of work
and on public assistance can't even aM
ford warm boots to trudge to the
grocery store.

Yes, Mr. Dailey, winter Is
miserable, and it is also "flat" us: the
elderly who find it difficult to walk on
unplowed end icy streets; who cannot
snovei ine snow ironi uur walks fwr
fear«of a heart attack; who do not
have a car, warm or otherwise; who
cannot meet the cost of the soaring
heat and electric bills; It is the
unemployed people who are
miserable because they cannot afford
the luxuries which winter-lovers stuff*
as you enjoy. L

Our morale will be just as high as
yours, Mr. Dailey, when our income Is
as high as yours.

Before we dose, just let us add one
more "litany."

We are not so miserable that we feel
compelled, as you do, to question the
reasons for the state of mind of our
fellow human beings, or to suggest
that our wretchedness is innate or
self-inflected. Rather we have em-
pathy for everyone—even you. • /&

Name withheld *F
request of writer
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