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Emergency l ifel ine' Program Considered By County Retired Persons Group
BY TERRY KOCH

CANTON — The St. Lawrence Coun-
ty Chapter of the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons (AARP) is
considering establishment of a

I pioneering county-wide emergency
response system.

Systems of the kind AARP has in
mind go by names like "Lifeline" and

"Link To Life," and involve an instant
telephone hookup between an in-
dividual and an emergency cpnter like
a hospital. S

There is only one operatlnroetween
Syracuse and Plattsburgh nowu at E.
J. Noble Hospital in Gouverneiuv1-...

The hospital's system involves a
wrist attachment; an automatic home

telephone-dialer; and, at the hospital
itself, a computerized "emergency
response center."

If the client — an elderly person liv-
ing alone, or a youthful heart patient,

1
for example — were to fall at home, a
button on the wrist unit is triggered.
That in turn sets off the automatic
dialer, which dials the hospital.

At the hospital, a computerized

I

Mrs. Sanford Wants Audit Of
D.A. Gardner's Renovations

ii'

BYJIMREAGEN
CANTON — Rosemary Sanford (R-

Potsdam), a member of the St.
Lawrence County Legislature's Audit
Committee, plans to launch an audit
of District Attorney Charles Gard-
ner's recent office renovations that
were begun over the New Year's
holidays.

"I think the taxpayers have a right
to know how much it cost and where
the money came from," Mrs. Sanford
said.'

Mrs. Sanford said the decision to
, 1 ^ spend over $3,000 on the the renova-

* . i ' 'w tion of the office was never reviewed
by a legislative committee before
county buildings and grounds staff
were assigned to work over a holiday
weekend on the project.

Mrs. Sanford said the funds to pay
(or the renovations apparently came
from the county's buildings and
grounds department budget.

"Last year that department did not
iin'o •>tmii0t IIIIMBV H IK utrtUfct it

oovor its expenses for the entire
year," she said. "I'd like to find out

I whether we're going-to run into that
problem again this year."

Gardner said the work in the D.A.'s
office was long overdue. He said
buildings and grounds superintendent
•Richard Ashley did a "terrific job" on
the office.

Brought Own Furniture l

Gardner also points out that he
brought in office equipment and fur-
nishings of his own to the office,
rather than asking the county to pick
up the tab for refurnishing his office.

| Gardner also said he brought in his
' own personal computer to the District

Attorney's office to allow him to com-
puterize the office, and to allow him
and his staff to keep better track of
criminal cases pending.

the use of the computer in the office

Talented Juniors
Complete Courses

] CANTON — St. Lawrence Universl-
# t y has presented certificates to 94
^ students from ten North Country high
* schools for successful completion of

-?•—wrarse—work inTthr~iinlvetaTty^s
Talented High School Juniors pro-
gram for the fall 1983 semester.

Under the program, now in its 19th
year, selected high school students

I* enroll: in advanced study on the SLU
f campus. Courses included Com-

' outers; Introduction To Acting;
Development of Human Behavior;
Creative Darkroom Techniques; In-

jfktroduction To Dance and Economics
™ Of Human Behavior.
' Students from the following area

schools received certificates:
MADRIDrWADDINGTON - April

__ Beckstead, Angle Bissell, Tina
- Caswell, Trudy Caswell, Dinna Dean,
? Robert Ryan, Lisa Wright.

NORWOOD-NORFOLK - Kelll
Clark, Belinda Demo, Duana Dean,
Heather1 Falcone, Dale Felix,
Michelle Felix, Chris LePage, Karen

; McKenna, Michelle Monroe, Theresa
is Ryan, Suzanne Wilson.
mPARISHVILLE-HOPKINTON —
j w Cathy Adsitt, Gwen LeBeau, Becky
I Meashaw.LoriMichaud.
| POTSDAM - Mary Bondellio, Beth
I Carl, Paul Chappie, Janet Dfeshaw,
jj Margaret Glbbs, Jane Juno, David
' Kaczka, Karen Kirchgassep, Derek

Knapp, Donna Mitchel, Mark Nunge,
Ingrid Tischler, John Tyler, Matt

JVaska, Paul Vaska, Penny Wetland.
T T . REGIS FALLS - Michelle Smith,

GregTesster.

is at no expense to county taxpayers,
he said.

Mrs. Sanford said her major con-
cern is that the county legislature
should be informed about such pro-
jects before they are begun.

She said legislators should have
been given a chance to decide whether
the office needed renovation work.

Over the past several years, the
county legislature's two member
audit committee has met few times.

But Mrs. Sanford, as a member of
the panel, said she expects it to
become a much more active panel,
conducting surprise reviews of county
departments to see how county
employees are spending county tax-
payers' money.

Mrs. Sanford, a member of the GOP
minority on the legislature, was ap-
pointed to audit, personnel, planning
and conservation, and as chairman of
the insurance and purchasing com
niltM

for the last two years, under the
Republicans, Mrs. Sanford served on
more legislative Committees than any
other legislator, including the power-
ful finance committee:

But witH the new Democratic ma-
jority, Mrs. Sanford's legislative clout
on the board was reduced through her
appointments to less important
panels.

But Mrs. Sanford said she has no
regrets about the committee
assignments because she believes the
audit committee will give her an op-
portunity to keep tabs on numerous
county departments, and their use of.
taxpayer funds.

"I think this could be very in-
teresting," she said.

monitor flashes the number of the
client in trouble. A nurse calls that
home, and if there is no response, then
calls persons who have volunteered to
assist the client in trouble.

Very Enthusiastic'
"It's something we're very en-

thusiastic about for the not-too-distant
future," said Ed Pierce, Canton, of St.
Lawrence County AARP.

But he stressed that thesgroup is
"merely investigating" the possibility
now.

The county AARP chapter, he said,
has toured the Gouverneur E. J. Noble
Hospital facility, which uses the so-
called "Lifeline" system.

And this Wednesday, at I p.m. at
Trinity Episcopal Church in Potsdam,
the group will hear a presentation
from a representative of the "Link To
Life" firm.

AARP is inviting anyone who is in-
terested, "especially the elderly," to
attend.

The group, said Pierce, would pro-
bably prefer to operate in connection
with a hospital in such a project than
to become involved in the "911" con-
troversy by attempting some non-
hospital center.

'Phenomenal'
"We hope they (the AARP) would

attempt to contact us again," said
Robert Marzella, administrative
assistant at E. J. Noble Hospital of
Gouverneur.

The hospital has been operating
with the system since late September,

and Marzella describes the program
as' 'phenomenal."

Two emergencies were handled
through the program in late
December, Marzella said.

In one instance, he noted, it was a
heart patient who was subsequently
rushed to the hospital and remains
there; in another case, a man in hi*
80s had fallen "and could not get up,"
Marzella said.

"His responder (the volunteer who
takes calls from the emergency
center) came and helped him out/'
said Marzella. !

The administrative assistant said,
the hospital has gotten "a lot of tup-
port from organizations in town,"
which have helped by raising money.

$15 A Month Rental
Units are rented to subscribers at

$15 a month.
A "lifetime rental" of $500 (the cost

of a unit to the hospital) is also possi-
ble, however.

"Some people don't want to be
bothered with monthly payments,"
said Marzella.

Clients are not "attached by wires"
to the automatic dialer, said Marzella,
and the wrist unit is only about two by
one-and-a-half inches.

The button works in a range of 200
feet from the automatic dialer.

"They're highly technical units,"
Marzella said, "with safety pro-
cedures to prohibit many things going
wrong with the program."

HEAVY LADEN — Evergreen branches are bearing a heavy burden of snow
as January brings new snowfalls to the North Country. (Helen Condon photo)

Towns' Projects Or Business Loans: County's Dilemma
CANTON — St. Lawrence County's

new legislature is facing a tough
choice on whether the county should
help several rural towns obtain help
for Dadly needed water and sewer pro-
jects or whether the county should try
to spur economic development and
new jobs.

It's a touchy issue for the
legislators, especially' because the
decision on how. to apply for federal

Community Development Block
Grant funds, will affect numerous in-
dividual towns, some represented by
GOP legislators, and others
represented by Democrats.

The problem involves HUD's CDBG
program, a federal funding system
that allows the county to apply for up

$750,000 in-- federal ^tid. B«t
l t

• "I'm not prepared to say what I
would do," she said. . : "

Mrs. Bradley said the funding that
the county planning office is consider-
ing could "make the difference for
some of the communities on whether
they could get the water and sewer
n r i f r a "

Anti-Nuke Film
To Be Shown

"If You Love This Planet," a
documentary on nuclear war
with Dr. Helen Caldlcott, will
be shown Jan. 19 at 8 p.m.,
Dunn Hall, Potsdam College.

National president of Physi-
cians for Social Responsibility,
Dr/Caldicott traces in the film
the development of atomic
weapons and describes the
medical and environmental
devastation possible if nuclear
war occurs.

The award-winning film will
be followed by a panel discus-
sion with Ruth Deede of the
Women's Peace Encampment
at Romulus, N. Y., and Terry de
la Vega and Dale Hobson of the
North Country Nuclear Freeze
Campaign. :

The public is invited at no
charge to this event sponsored
by the Office of Women's Pro-
gramming at Potsdam College.

legislators are finding that they have
to choose whether to apply for funds to
help several rural communities that
need new water, and sewer facilities
but can not afford them, or whether
they should apply for funds to help
local businesses.
' The issue arose last week when the

county planning office and the county
office of economic development found
they were both considering applying
for the same grant.

The economic development office is'
may apply for a $750,000 grant to aid
several businesses that are consider-
ing whether or not to expand.

Under the plan, the county would
lend the businesses the money at low
interest rates. When the $750,000 was
paid back over time, it would allow
the county to have a revolving
economic development fund to spur
small business growth.

A Tough Question
"I think It's going to be a very tough

question," said legislature finance
committee chairman Betty Bradley
(D-Potsdam).

"Some! of these communities have
projects they need very badly," she
said. "On the other hand, economic
development projects are. very attrac-
tive to the county."

Last year, the county successfully
applied for a $750,000 grant from HUD
to pay for a housing program aimed at
rural communities that have in the
past been unable to obtain funds.

Traditionally, the city of
Ogdensburg, Massena, Potsdam and
Gouverneur have been able to obtain
money from the program. More rural
communities, with less population,
have often been unable to obtain
funds. -

A SUNDAY BUFFET
FOR YOU

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH served from 10:30~ until 2 :00. «A
large supply of Breakfast and Lunchebn Specialties •Along
with all the Champagne 'Bloody Marys and Screwdrivers you
care to enjoy. .. ;•

$8.95 FOR ADULTS CHILDREN Vi PRICE
SUNDAY EVENING BUFFET served from 4:00 until 8:00
p.m. every Sunday featuring Roasted Turkey and Pork sliced
just for you. *Beef Stroganoff •Soup *Salad Bar "Gravies
•Stuffjng •Frtsh Vegetables • Potatoes »Rlce Pudding and
more. .

IFORAfcL-Bt
Our Extensive Dinner Menu Available From 2 p.m.-9 p.m.

"Dining With Us Is Especially Nice"
. ^ ENTERTAINMENT

JtiwV. M0N.-SAT.

Ogdensburg 393-4550

Radio /hack
PLUS COMPUTER CENTER

TRSW>
SALES

ACCESSORIES

REVOLUTIONARY TANDY
TRS-80 MODEL 2000

Tin UttnhHigh Pwfonranco MS-DOS
Personal Computer T W t
Twice the Speed of the IBM PC

BBBiW^B^F ^ I ^ ^ B ^ F 2e-5103/2MW
CommeveM L N N AvaNaMe For Only $108 .
Pw Month (Phis AppHcabW Use/Satoe Tax)

• More Speed and Storage Capacity Than the IBM PC
• Use Large Library of Popular, Proven Programs
• User-Expandable for Future Growth
• Detachable, Low-Profile Keyboard la Easy to Uee
• Includes High floaolutlon VM-1 Green Screen Monitor

Our new Tandy 2000 Personal Computer Offers
much more than other MS-DOS computer systems.
More speed. More disk storage. More expansion.
The Tandy 2000 also uses many of today's most
popular and sophisticated MS-DOS programs—

GraphWs not InduoMI

Including MultJplan, dBase I I , PFS:Rle, a full line of
accounting software from MAJ/Bask; Four and
many more. Add more memory and high-resolution
graphics' anytime. For more power, choose our
Tandy 2000 HD with a built-in hard disk drive.

M8 and MuMptan • ( • IratfMMita of
MMMalttoatradMMifcofSollMri LMAMMfeFMirkai Oi IfiC.

Seaway Shop. Ctr.
Ogdensburg . . . . . . . . . . . . 393 -2939

A UNISON OF TANDY CORPORATION PIKES APPLY AT MOM) SHACK COMPUTER CENTERS AND PARTOPATIII8 STORES AND DEALERS

WE'RE PtJSHING
OUT OUR 1983
SEALYS
TO MAKE ROOM
FOR THE NEW
MODELS.

V-
ON ALL SEALY
POSTUREPEWC"
MODELS.

kriffs

MODEL CHANGE MAKES THIS ONE-TIME OFFER

POSSIBLE. EVERY SIZE, EVERY FIRMNESS AND EVERY

MODEL OF SEALY POSTUREPEDICS®, NOW ON SALE

UP TO 5 0 % OFF.

STARTING AS LOW AS

M. pc.. REG. $239
Ml N O W * 1 4 5 H . B L .REG.I289
QUBN... N O W '350 2 pc « t . REG. $699
KING.... N O W '4803pc. set. REG.$959

kriffs 46 Market St.
Potsdam


