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Budget impact on
college noted. See
story this week.
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Cuomo Budget:'Status Quo'For College
BY BETSY BAKER

Governor Mario Cuomo's proposed
$35.3 billion budget is a "status quo
proposal" for Potsdam College, of-
ficials here said this morning (Tues-
day).

Funding levels for the college will
remain about the same, but the gover-
nor's proposal offers no compensation
for previous losses of services and
staff, and the college will still have to
eliminate 22 positions by March 31 this
year, but college officials said there
would be no new cuts.

Potsdam College's total recom-
mended budget for 1984-85 is $19.9
million, an apparent decrease from
the current $20.8 million, but a change
in the way dormitory stalf am1

-SWEETS FOR BAND - The 3-4 team at Norwood
•Elementary School held a benefit bake sale for the Brass

Firemen on Friday, and raised $190, which represen-
tatives of the 3-4 team presented to the band. Shown
above accepting the check from Billy Gotsch and Scott
CoU Is band member Bill Felix, far left. Kneeling are An-
drea Clarki Erin McKenna, .MaUssa Hopslcker and Gene

Robidoux. In the second row, from left, are Josh Cook,
Kathleen Mariano, Erin Meader, Mindee Peterson,
Debra Potocar, BBlljean Planty and Sarah McDonald.
Third row, 3-4 teacher Mary Grant and Brass Firemen
Andy Van Duyne and John Wolfe. Jain Murphy and Lori
Dunne, not shown, are also 3-4 teachers. (Betsy Baker
photo) .

No Electricity; Ozone Not Working

o

BY RON ROBERTSON
While representatives of the Rist-

AFrost consulting engineering firm
were being interviewed in Potsdam on
Monday for Business Week magazine,

—the- wfter-treatraent-attd-"hydroefec*
trie plants were still not functioning to
specifications.

According to Potsdam Mayor
Joseph Calipari, FUst-Frost engineers
were being interviewed because of the
national magazine's interest in the
ozontoatton process to be employed at
the filtration plant.

Unfortunately, that process has not
Aworked for about six weeks, Caliapri
wsaid.

Calipari said that officials had
hoped to have a training session on
how to operate the plant for village
employees on Wednesday. Problems
in the ozone generation system, he
said, may force postponement of that
session. , •-

No Juice
In addition, he said, the hydroelec-

tric plant has not produced any
significant amounts of power for over
a week.

Despite the continuing problems at
the two plants, Calipari said that he
hopes a public open house for the
facilties can be held sometime in
either late January or early
February. . '

Open houses that had been ten-
tatively set for early December and
January had to be postponed because
of plant difficulties.

Calipari said that Rlst-Frost
engineer William Simcoe is preparing

plant's main difficulty is currently the
inability to use the oxonixaUottpfoCelM
^purify ing the village's drinking

a six to eight page, information
package to present to the public dur-
ing the open house.

That package, he said, could. be
presented "to the village Board of
Tntstees-at the Jan.-23TneethrgrThe
board might set the open house date at
that time, he said.

Plagued with many small problems,
the mayor said, the $5.6 million water
plant'!

for .
water.

The ozone process was the main
selling point of this-particiular plant
design when the plans were submitted
to the village several years ago.

At the time, engineers argued that
the process — virtually unused hi the
United States but common in Europe
— was the best for purifying Rac-
quette River water, known for its poor
quality and large quantity of organic

substances. - '
A defective cooling oil pump caused

the ozone generator to be shut down
for a few weeks while a new part was
on order. A cracked glass tube,
Calipari said, is the current cause of
the lack of ozone.

Hydro Woes
The main difficulty with thw hydro

plant, Calipari said, has been the In-
ability of the fully-automated com-
puter to run through the sequence of
checks necessary for starting up the
plant.

According to Calipari, represen-
tatives from Digljtek, the firm respon-

sible for the computer, have failed to
come to the village to correct the pro-
blen.

A Rist-Frost engineer, Calipari
said; was able to run the plant

TnanuaUjrf&rnr t ime Iasl~Thursday,
but it was only able to produce some
50 kilowatts. ^

The plant's two turbines are design-
ed for a maximum output totalling
some 800 kilowatts.

mean those costs no longer appear in
the college's budget, according to Lisa
Canla, director of news services for
the college.

College President Humphrey
Tonkin said that Governor Cuomo
"has proposed a budget for SUNY in
which a decrease in support for the,
public university has been arrested.
The level of funding will remain
steady, with extra dollars included to
cover inflationary increases," Dr.
Tonkin said.

Ms. _ Cania said, however, that
Potsdam College "will see no compen-
sation for the erosion of services and
staffing imposed by the 1983-84 budget
and by previousbudgets."

Because Governor Cuomo intends to
proceed with his plan to cut 1,100 posi-
tions throughout SUNY by March 31,
Potsdam College will lose the 22 posi-
tions — teaching, non-teaching profes-
sional, clerical and maintenance —
that had already been slated for
elimination.

And the college's request for 13 ad-
ditional staff lines — teaching, staff,
library, instittional services and ad-
ministration — was turned down, as
the governor rejected SUNY's request
for additional positions.

Dr. Tonkin said: "We have a budget
that maintains the status quo and
forces no new cuts, but we need to
recognize that in the course of 1993-84
we suffered a significant decrease in
support, so we start from a lower
base."

Tuition, Dorm Fee Hikes
The governor's budget also pro-

poses tuition and dormitory rent in-
creases: an additional $200 in tuition
and $150 more in dorm rent. For out-
of-state undergraduate students, the
tuition hike would be $500.

SUNY Chancellor Clifton R. Whar-
ton has already criticized the propos-
ed tuition and dorm rent increases;
similar increases were turned back by
lln M.ii.. I'HIKIMHII1 • ui;l ><:n'

Or I'cinkln pointi-rl out that if the in-
creases are rejected by the
legislature, "alternative sources of
funding will have to be found to com-
pensate SUNY for the loss of
revenue." The increases are pro-
jected to produce $32.7 million in state
revenue. :

"SUNY faces a difficult situation
with tuition increase proposals," Dr.
Tonkin said. "We do not believe that
students and their families should

FROSTY TREE — Frigid temperatures and rising mist combined this week
t produce f ros t - covd t lik th h b M k t S t t

allySlebel photo)

REE — Frigid temperatures and rising mist combined this week
to produce frost-covered trees like the one shown above on Market Street
(WallySlebl h

W|ay Be In Offing
BY RON ROBERTSON

Downtown Potsdam shoppers and
businessmen may see some changes
in the village's crosswalk patterns, if
suggestions from the village's plann-
ing board are accepted by the state
Department of Transporation.

DOT regional traffic engineer Ray
Powers, who was on hand at the plan-
ning board's meeting Jan. 10, said
that word of DOT approval of the pro-
posed changes may take about a
month.

In a resolution to the village board,
the planning board asked that the
trustees pass a similar resolution re-
questing certain crosswalk changes
from the DOT.

Powers indicated Monday that
"within a month" toe DOT Will "be
able to respond to most of the re-
quests, and some of them sooner."

It wouldn't be until spring weather
arrives, he said, before the sugges-
tions will be physically implemented.

Among those changes is the addition
of a protected crosswalk on Market
Street from Robinson's Market direct-
ly across to Weston's Book Store.

The addition of that crosswalk,
Powers said, "appears to be in the
realm of possibility."

Possible changes included hi that
request could be the routing of a
crosswalk from Eugene Earle
Jewelers to the Potsdam town offices.

Currently, that intersection is serv-
ed by one crosswalk that runs
diagonally from the jewelry store to
Weston's.

The planning board also recom-
mended that the "same type of
crosswalk be affected across the
Relief Route at the intersection with
Market Street."

At that same intersection, the
board's resolution states, a crosswalk
should be placed across Market on the
south side of the bypass.

The other major change the plann-
ing board has asked the trustees to
consider is to ask the DOT to lengthen
the time the downtown crosswalks are
protected by the traffic lights.

Some board members expressed the
opinion that it was difficult for elderly
or handicapped people to cross the
wide downtown streets by the time the
"don't walk" light is activated.

Other Concerns
Other village traffic concerns aired

at the planning board meeting includ-
ed the timing of traffic lights at the In-
tersections of Sisson Street and the
May Road with Outer Market Street.

The detection system that makes
the lights at either intersection
change from red to green upon de-
mand is "on the fritz" Powers said.

Hopefully, Powers said, the pro-
blem can be corrected by spring.

Currently, the lights at those in-
tersections will hold Market Street
traffic up whether there are vehicles

• entering f ronvthe side streets or not.
Mayor Joseph Calipari, pt-esent at

last Tuesday's meeting, acknowledg-
ed that he thought the building of the
Relief Route "has really helped" to
prevent downtown traffic congestion.

. "Our main concern, " Calipari said,
"is pedestrians.

< ' ' - • *

With less than two weeks to go until
party caucuses, village Republicans
and Democrats seem to be facing
uncertainty over candidates for the
posts of, Potsdam mayor, trustees,
and village justice.

Incumbent Village Justice Leon
Penell, a Democrat, will not be runn-
ing for re-election to that four-year
post,- and other incumbents have not
yet officially decided whether or not

* they will seek re-election, they said
when questioned Monday.

Penell, who was not available for
comment Tuesday morning, is plann-
ing to move to Massena in the near
future, sources said. Penell is a social
studies teacher hi the Massena public
schools. He was elected village justice
in 1980.

Joseph Calipari, appointed mayor
following the death of Mayor James
Pennock hi late September, said he is
still undecided as to whether he will
seek to run for the one year remaining
in Pennock's two-year term of office.

Calipari, a Democrat, had previous-
ly served as a trustee.

Democratic Trustee Charles Tur-
cotte, appointed to fill Calipari's
trustee seat, said he is also unsure as
to whether he will seek a full two-year
term'. He has served on the board of
trustees since Calipari's mayoral ap-
pointment in October.

Trustee Barbara Lenhart, a
Republican, said she has not yet made
a decision on seeking re-election.

Caucuses Set
The Potsdam Democrats will hold,

their party caucus on Jan. 30 at 8 p.m.
in the Civic Center. All registered
Democrats are eligible to attend.

The caucus for Republican voters is
„ slated for Jan. 31 at 7:30 p.m. in the

basement lounge of the Civic Center.

Cambridge Named
Building Inspector

In a special meeting last Thursday
night, the Potsdam Town Board, fired
its building inspector and named his
replacement. .

Richard VanDeusen, whose per-
formance as building inspector had
drawn fire during the past year, was
dismissed by a unanimous vpte of the
three town councilmen present.

Named to replace Van Deusen was
Richard Cambridge, former Village
of Potsdam" Department of Public
Works chief:

Councilman William Pelotte told
VanDeusen: "Your successor will
benefit from a better line of com-
munication between the building in-
spector and this board," and Pelotte
told Van Deusen that the dismissal
was "in no way politically motivated,
neither is it a personal rejection of

Councilman Wally Purves and
supervisor Leslie Cook were absent.

Negotiations To Begin
Contract negotians are expected to

begin soon between the Village of
Potsdam and the Civil Service
Employees Association (CSEA), ac-
cording to Mayor Joseph Calipari.

A pre-negotiations meeting by the
village board was held in executive
session last week. Trustees Charles
Turcotte and Barbara Lenhart, along
with Village Administrator Victor
Bortnlck will represent the village in
the negotiations, CtllparttWd.

assume greater burdens for educa-
tion. However, the governor has con-
structed a SUNY budget that relies on
tuition and dormitory rent Increases
in order to maintain programs and
staffing levels,'' he continued.^

Other Provisions
Other provisions of the execujiva

budget include: »
— Incentives* for early retirement-

for teaching faculty and provisions to
allow SUNY campuses to replace
retiring faculty rather than man-
dating the position losses;

— A change in the way SUNY dor-
mitories are funded. Staff positions
and maintenance allocations will no
longer be included in the state budget.
but will be funded separately based

New initiatives for college-public
school cooperation, including in-
service education programs, a state
teacher corps, cooperative programs
among businesses, colleges and public
schools and new programs for beginn-
ing teachers.

Ms, Cania said these incentives, in-
cluded in the governor's planned $1
million for elementary and secondary
programs, could benefit Potsdam Col-
lege. -L .

LaBaff Wants More For Kitchin
CANTON — In an effort to make

amends for the paly hike Social Ser-
vices Commissioner Donald Kitchin
was denied last year, St. Lawrence
County Legislator Ernest LaBaff (D-
Norwood) asked his fellow legislators
Monday night to vote to withdraw the
proposed local law establishing a
seven percent pay raise for this year.

Instead, LaBaff urged the
legislature to wait and vote for a pay
increase that would include the six
percent raise Kitchin was denied last
year in addition to the seven percent
raise' recommended by the finance
committee this year.

—4*ay-toereases—for- George Fox, -
director of real property (to
$33,175.3$), Bruce LaRose, director of
data processing (to $32,041.15), Kevin
McDonough, personnel director (to
$25,005.90), Anthony Miller, purchas-
ing agent, (to $21,266.25), Richard
Buckley, county treasurer (to
$26,215), and Board of Elections Com-
missioners Robin St. Andrews and
Jacqueline White (to $17,066.50) were
all approved at the legislature's
special meeting by a vote of 20 to 2.

Rosemary Sanford (R-Potsdam)
and Allen Dunham (R-Hammond)
voted against all of the raises.

County- highway superintendent
John Cook's pay hike to a salary of
$32,608.25 was approved by the board
by a margin of 14 to 8.

"I do not believe the way to penalize
a person is to withhold pay," LaBaff
said, referring to the denial last year
of a jralse for Kitchin. "If it's
something wrong with an Individual,
you either discuss it or get rid of him,"
he said.

Kitchen's raise last year was turned
down by a vote of 10-8 with legislators
citing a lack 6f cooperation from the
Commissionerand reports of un-
satisfactory treatment of clients.

"I don't think It was fair and I think
it should be corrected," LaBaff said-
"The stigma goes on forever.

"He's caught between us and the
people andthe union and the state and

everyone else. It's probably the
toughest job fn the county In my opi-
nion," he said, asking the legislators
to withdraw the motion to" pass the
local law and the seven percent In-
crease until they "had a month to
think about it."

The legislators voted 13 to 9 to
withdraw the motion, requiring
another public hearing and the
rewriting of the local law which the
board will have to vote on.

The pay hike recommended by the
finance committee last night would
have raised Kitchin's salary by 7 per-
cent from $35,500 to $37,985. LaBaff's

-proposal)
would mean an increase of $4,615 br-
inging Kitchin's annual salary to
$40,115 for 1984.

"I really feel the social services
commissioner's professional per-
formance did not warrant an In-
crease," Betty Bradley (D-Potsdam)
said after the meeting, speaking of
her vote against withdrawing the mo-
tion. "There should have been greater
productivity. I was going to vote
against both raises." ••-••

"I'm afraid Mr. Kitchin may not get
anything," Allen Rishe (D-
Ogdensburg) said. "LaBaff won't be
able to introduce a new law until
March." The pay hike is ."slated for
1984," Rishe said, and "I'm not in
favor of going back." .

Cook Gets Raise
Eight legislators voted against

Highway Superintendent John Cook's
raise including Bradley, Burns,
Marscher, McNeil, Purvis, Rishe and
Sanford with some citing Cook's con-
troversial firing of former Deputy
Superintendent Fay Blair last year as
one of the reasons for their no vote.
- Bradley said: "He was reprimand-

eti, and I'm not sure we should reprt-;
mand a man one year and give him a
paysaise the next." • •,

Merit Increases *
RosemaryS&nford, who opposed all

the pay hikes last night, said she
believed in merit raises instead.
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