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O'Neil Readies For Session; Faces Election Challenge

ASSEMBLYMAN JOHN G.A.. O'NEIL

$2,500 Pledge Boosts Firemen
NORWOOD .— Fundraising efforts

for the Brass Firemens' trip to the
Winter Olympic's in Sarajevo,
Yugoslavia were boosted last week by
the pledge of $2,500 from the E.J. No-1 • Foundation in New York'Cify.

and manager Bob. Haggett said
'hursday that, counting the founda-

tion's pledge, the band <3f the Norwood
Volunteer Fire Department has col-
lected about $4,000 of the $18,000 need:
ed to finance transportation to Sara-
jevo in early February.

"Local donations are still needed
and appreciated," .Haggett said,
noting that Norwood Village CJerk
Lorraine Bartlett is handling collec-
tion of the funds. About $900 has been
turned in to the village clerk's office,

^ iggett said, and another $500 has
come from the Potsdam Elks Lodge.
The Elks have challenged other
groups and individuals to match their
contribution.

Checks should be made out to
"Village of Norwood Fire Department
Band." Contributions are tax deducti-
ble. • <

The Brass Firemen, well known for
appearances at firemens' field days,
outdoor concerts and other, events
throughout the North Country, will

«rform at the opening ceremonies of
J.XIV Winter Olympics on Feb. 8.
Haggett said he believes the E.J.

Noble Foundation granted the band's

Century House Opens
NORWOOD — The Century House

restaurant has opened here on Main
Street in a building where restaurants
have been housed for at least 60 years,
the owners believe.

According to Rod Woodward, the
restaurant received its name because

Me building will be celebrating its
/Tooth anniversary this week.

Woodward, who operates the
business with his partner Larry
Bruyere, said he has traced the use of
the building back some 60 years' and
since that time it has always been a
restaurant. ". .

The Century House will holding a
grand opening Jan. 8.

"We're a family restaurant," Wood-
ward said. The business is open seven
days a week from 5 a.m. until 9 p.m.«h daily specials for breakfast,

ch, and dinner.
The restaurant, he said, features

homemade Jood which includes a
special. "Kiddie Corner" menu for
Smaller and younger appetites.

request for funds for several reasons. <
First, E.J. "Noble, a North Country

native/ wagfethe founder of- the
American' Broadcasting System
(ABC), Haggett said, noting that ABC

"will carry coverage of the Olympics.
Also, the late Dick Clark, a pro-

ducer for ABC's 20/20, was a Norwood
'native, and former member- of the
Brass Firemen. Clark, his brother
Bob, and his •fatherv Hubert, .who still
lives in Norwood, all played in the
°>band at the same time, Haggett said.

Cost Still Undetermined

BY RON ROBERTSON
With the 1984 New York State legislative season getting underway this

week in Albany, St. Lawrence County Assemblyman John G.A. O'Neil is
"pretty busy taking care of the legislative program" and hasn't had .
much time to worry about possible re-election in November.

O'Neil said that legislative conferences were to begin this week with
the regular session starting next week..

O'Neil, a Republican who resides on the Cassidy Road'in the Town of
flHopkinton, some five miles from the hamlet of Parishville, faces an as
yet uncertain challenge to his election to a third term of office.

Democrats, reportedly, are undecided as to who they will pit aganst
the incumbent, although they seem to favor Paul Finnegan of Madrid to
run againsfO'Neil a third time.

Other Democrats who have expressed an interest in becoming an
Assembly candidate are county Democratic Chairman James Dawson
of Brasher, former county chairman June O'Neill, now North Country
ombudsman for the Secretary of State; Qgclensburg county legislator
Allen Rishe, and Walter Basmajian of Massena.

"I think we've been quite successful" in the Assembly, O'Neil said
when asked last week at his Potsdam office about his thoughts of possi-
ble re-election. •

O'Neil said he "hopes and trusts" that the hard work he feels he has
put into the Job he has held for three years "will merit re-election'' in the
eyes of his constituents.

O'Neil stopped short, however, of actually declaring himself a can-
didate

In forecasting for the new year O'Neii said the minont> wav- ;<nri
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(VNetl said a $20 million windfall will allow the Republicans to push
for no increase in taxes or fees for state residents as legislative goals for
the coming year.

1984 Goals
One of his goals for the coming year, O'Neil said, is to "go back after

the rabies bill" that passed last year iii the Assembly, but failed in the
stateSenite. . -

That bill, he said, would ensure some financial support to a locality if
a rabies epidmic should break out. .">*>•

Under the provisions of the proposed legislation, O'Neil said, a locali-
ty would pay for the cost of one post-exposure rabies treatment, while
the state would pick up the tab for any further treatments.
. Each treatment, O'Neil said, has an average cost of about $500.
The state, O'Neil said, has made retroactive payments to St.

Lawrence County towns for rabies treatments in 1981 and 1982. While
payments for 1983 treatments will also be sought, he said, theproposed
bill will make the payments from the state automatic.
: Agriculture
A state law passed last year, O'Neil said, allows state agencies to buy

up to $1,500 worth of agricultural products within a period of seven days
without participating in a bidding process. The previous limit, he said,
was 60 days. . • .
. O'Neil said that this coming year, he'will press to expand that policy
to include state colleges and universities and, possibly, public schools.

O'Neil is a member of the Assembly's agriculture committee.
• • , s ' . - < S c h o o l A i d ^ • • • / • •

O'Neil said he will call for a- gradual "return of state funding for
- education to the level it was in the Rockefeller days" under former Gov.
Nelson Rockefeller.

Under the Rockefeller administration, O'Neil said, the state supplied
50 percent of the funding for education.

That percentage, he said,,"continually eroded under the Carey ad-
ministration" until it was reduced to 33 percent. If the budget Carey pro-,
posed in his last year as governor had been passed, O'Neil said, that

. figure would have been more like 30 percent.

r o a d : -
. ,1 '.I

Last year, the assemblyman said, the amount had increased to 34.4
percent,state funding.' ' • : ^ _ **

_ Hazardous Zones . * . . ' .
O'Neil said he would also ltke~to see ah increase in state aid for, those

public schools with "hazardous zones" through which their students
have to walk to school.

Currently, O'Neil said, school districts receive transportation aid for
elementary students living outside a 1.5-mile radius from the school and
for secondary school students living outside a 2.5-mile radius.. -,

"There are many St. Lawrence County districts," O'Neil said, "where
students (living within these limits) have to walk alon# hazardous
areas" such as major state highways, bridges, and other areas where
walking can be dangerous. . . -

To alleviate these problems, O'Neil said he will call for hazardous
zones to be designated by the state education department and that the
costs for picking up students within these areas be assessed and state
funds be made available to individual districts.

Revenue Sharing ,/~
"Counties, villages, and towns should be counted in the revenue shar-

ing picture as well as small cities" and the Big Five — New York,
Albany, Syracuse, Rochester, and Buffalo — O'Neil said.. £ .

For the most part, he said, population is considered the major criteria
tTy the state for determining the revenue sharing eligibility of a small
municipality. . |

However, he said, counties like St. Lawrence have a very high
number of miles of roads that have to be maintained compared with
other counties

St Lawrence Oountv O'Neil said has ! ,BO<> miles o' tovw
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Population shouldn't be the only consideration, O'Nel said, the
number of miles of lanes of highways should also be a factor. .

O'Neil said he would also like to see a dedicated hfghway use fund set
up so that taxes paid by highway users go to maintenance of the state's"
highways, not to mass transit for metropolitan areas. .

"We're only looking for 'fair is fair,1'-' O'Neil said.' r"
O'Neil said that he hopes to at least "maintain the status quo from ex-

isiting revenues" in terms of the percent of education financed by the .
state.

If any new monies are added to the state coffers, O'Neil_sa4d he would
propose that the the education spending by the state'increase toy an
amount equal to the funds added to the state budget.

O'Neil said it would be better to add money to education spending than
to spend additional funds on new programs or services. -, .

Hopefully, he said, the state could eventually return to providing close
to 50 pecent of education spending.

O'Neil said he also hopes to increase state aid to smaller, rural public
schools by allowing these schools to collect 105 percent of the tier one aid
they have coming to them. .

Currently,* the state provides some $1,700 per pupil to each school,
O'Neil said. Howevever, each school actually receives a percentage of
that figure, based on the tax base and the relative wealth of the school
districts. . - : ' . . . . - '

For example, O'Neil explained, a rural school may receive some 97
percent of the $1,700, while a school in a wealthier area would receive
less than 50 percent. '

O'Neil said he would like to see the schools with a smaller student
population receive 105 percent of tier one aid becapse it costs more per
pupil touprovide students with an education equal to that of larger
schools. ft'

O'Neil said, that while each school is required by law to provide a
physics lab, larger schools wojpld use-a lab more often, while in smaller
school the lab might be used only once a day, 'causing "under-utilization
of required labs and equipment."

Weather, Water Main Breaks
BY RON ROBERTSON

Heavy snowfall, freezing rain,
water main breaks, ice storms, and
storm sewer flooding have combined
to make one long month for Village of
Potsdam Department of Public Works
(DPW) employees.

"It seems everything that can hap-
pen to us has happened in December,"
DPW Superintendent Roger Fadden
said today (Tuesday).

"It's been really rough," he said.
How much the extra work has cost

the village has not yet been determin-
ed as Fadden said he was compiling
the overtime figures from employees'
time cacds this morning.

Also, he. said., the village has used
"a lot more sajjd and gravel" during
the month of December than it did last
year. • „

One of the major problems village
crews have had keeping streets clear -
of snow and ice, Fadden said, is that
they have to do those tasks on top of
all the other work they've had to do.

Fadden said crews have had to stay
up all night working on a water main,
break, sleejpJorjTcj>upJe hours, wake
up; amTpfow the streets the next mor-
ning.

The village, he said, is under con-
tract with the State of New York to
plow the state highways within the
village limits.

Sometimes, he said, the state will
insist that the village clearthe roads if
there's only an inch of snow when the
DPW would normally wait until the *
accumulation is higher.

The DPW, Fadden said, has receiv-
ed numerous complaints on the condi-'
tidirof village streets, but there isn't
mueh Jno're village crews can do.

The best that can be hoped for, Fad-
den said, is to "hang in there until the
weather breaks.".

Water Main Breaks
Several water main breaks over the

past week and a half, Fadden said,
have kept crews up all night in some
instances. Others, he said, are still be-
ing worked on.

Crews were called out late Dec. 22 to.
locate and repair a water main break
on Pine Street, Fadden said. Return-
ing to the DPW garage at around 1:30
a.m. the next morning, a report came
in of a break in a 12-inch main on
Lawrence Avenue that crews weren't
able to isolate until 3:30 a.m. '

Other . breaks on Depot Street,
Market and Cherry streets, and in
front of 125 and 127 Market St. were
reported within "a period of hours" of
the Pine Street and Lawrence Avenue
breaks, Fadden said.

While most of the breaks have been
repaired, he said, the one on Depot
Street will be worked on by village
crews sometime today.

Finding and repairing the breaks,
. he said, is a "long, drawn out pro-
cess" that often, requires crews to dig

holes blindly, not knowing where the
leaks are.

On Market Street, for example, air
hammers have to be used to break
through layers of asphalt and con-
crete if the break happens to be under
the pavement, Fadden said.

In other years, he said, an isolated
break or two will occur, not the rash of
breaks plaguing the vMtage this year.
However, breaks do not normally oc-
cur, he said, unless the ground begins
freezing around the pipes.

The ground has not yet frozen
around the mains this early in the
winter, he said, but the ground is "wet
and spongy," possibly causing the
water lines to sag and break.

That's just one theory, Fadden said.
"We dont' know why all of a sudden
we get a rash of them."

Ice Storms, Flooded Sewers
Adding to the DPW's problems last

month, Fadden said, were storm
sewer flooding earlier in December
and the ice storm that caused many
limbs and trees to fall.

Both of those problems served to
keep village crews up all night and ad-
ded to overtime costs, Fadden said. .

CATHERINE IDA AND LILLIAN COLLINS

Sisters View 1984 From 95» 99

Grower May Sue Over Denial

CENTURY
H0H5E
M5TATOAMT

NORWOOD RESTAURANT - The Century House Restaurant, pictured
^boye, has recently opened On Main Street In Norwood. A,grahd.opening will
be held Jan. 8. The restaurant is open from" 5 a.m. until 9 p.m. daily. (Ron
Robertson photo).
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Denied permission to process paper
at its Pleasant valley Road facility,
North Country Recycling and
ResourceRecovery, Inc. may take the
Town of Potsdam to court.

Reportedly, NCRRR president
Richard W. Grover has asked the
firm's attorney, Robert Ballan, to
prepare, legal papers to be served
against the town.

That action follows a ruling by the
. town's zoningjboard of appeals that
NCRRR cannot process paper at its
facility under existing permits. ,

Included iri~the zoning board's mo-
tion to uphold a stop order issued in
October by building inspector Richard
VanDeusen . is the suggestion that
NCRRR^apply for a use permit to pro-
cess paper m its existing building.

The zoning board, in denying
NCRRR's appeal of the stop order,
said that the firm does not have the
right to process paper in the existing
builidng because the permit govern-
ing that building is for research and
development. " •

Grover, however, has maintained
that two permits already issued the
firm allow paper processing.

And Grover has maintained that the
paper processing is part of the overall
research and development project
planned by NCRRR at the site just of
Rt. 56. the Norwood road.

Grover Responds *
.' At the meeting, Grover told zoning
board members that in his planned
project to produce methane gas from
garbage, "research and recycling are
totally i«elated." "Wha]t possible good
to any person in the town, what possi-
ble public good comes from preven-
ting paper recycling in that
building?" Grover asked. •

And NCRRK attorney Ballan said:
"I think this board has acted in the
most capricious, most discriminatory

manner'possible." Ballan suggested
that the zoning board had been "ter-
rorized" by opponents of the project.

NCRRR has two permits, the first
for research and development in the
existing building and the second, for a.
warehouse and processing facility not
yet constructed.

Zonirig boarjl officials and Tow"n At-
torney Frank Cappeilo maintained at
the meeting that NCRRR should apply
for a use permit to do paper process-
ing in the existing .building. Officials
indicated that processing is a permit-
ted use in the C-I • (commercial-
industrial) zone' where TSlCJRRR's
building is located. ' ': '' " •

No Ozonization Yet •
Village of Potsdam water tBty be

tasting better, but the reason feshot
ozonization. At least, not yet. ,

While the plant has been filtering
water from the Racquette River for
the village "for about a month," ac-
cording to Mayor Joseph Calipari, the
ozone-producing equipment has not
been operating. .

A public health official said that the
plant is producing satisfactory water
despite the lack of ozone.

Fil Fina, vice president of the Rist-
Frost consulting engineering firm,
reported at the Board of Trustees Dec.
19 meeting that a cooling oil pump for
the ozone generator had malfunction-
ed early in December and was not
operating. '

Calipari said Saturday that the
ozonization process was still not func-
tioning. ' ' i

Meets Standards
According to state Department of

Health district director Hans Paller,
"the quality of water is good" from,
the Potsdam filtration plant, 'even
without the use of ozone. .

BY BETSY BAKER
"I wonder what this year will bring

forth?" Not an unusual question;
everybody's asking 'that as 1984
begins. But this questioner, Catherine
Ida Collins, is a little unusual-.'She's 99
years old.

With her sister Lillian, who is 95,
Catherine Ida lives on the family
homestead on the Hopkinton road,
where she moved with her parents
some 97 years ago.

Interviewed last week, the sisters
Talked about past,~p'resent and future.

Catherine Ida sanfr she "sure hopes
something promising" somes along in
1984; "We have a good president,'! she

-noted.
And Lillian' said she often thinks

about how much things have changed.
"It's liketa dream, always thinking of
things gone by," she said.

Both she and her sister hope this
year's weather, will be better. Lillian
said she remembers how hard' it was
to get around in the winter with a
horse and buggy and Catherine Ida
added: "There-wer* worlds of snow
back then, so much snow you could
hardly see the house, and'not, such
good ways of clearing the roads."
'Winter means staying at home for

the two sisters, who said they
"haven't been going out much lately."'
Last week they were entertaining,
however; on the day they were inter-
viewed nephew Dr. Robert Collins of
Potsdam and his wife were dinner
guests.

Nurse In City . '
While Catherine Ida stayed at home

to care for her parents, and cook for
family and, the farnhahds, Lillian
went tp New York City-as-a-nurse. Did
she like ;it there? "Yes and no;" she
responded. "When you're the boss you
like it, and sometimes I.was the boss,"

* she said. ."
Lillian also did some nursing in

Watertown, where she cared for Mrs. -
F.W. Wpolworth, whose picture hangs
on the wall, of the sisters' low-
ceilinged farmhouse. Lillian came
back to the family home in 1946.

Made Rugs, Caned Chairs
Lillian has made braided rag rugs

nearly every room in the farmhouse,
. including treads for the stairs. And

ft

chairs up in the attic," Catherine Ida
said. "We cleaned them up and Lillian
caned the seats."

Lillian also does needlepoint and
she crochets. ;

The two sisters don't read much any
more, and they seldom watch TV, now

1 that Lawrence Welk is off the air. Dr.
Collins -saidjhe two used to dance to
Welk's music every Saturday night.

Catherine Ida, who loved to dance,
also loved music. "I always wished I'd
gone to" study music," she said. "I
wasn't selfish enough, I guess."

She did go dancing, in days gone by,
and she said: "I wish I was back that
age. I'd have more fun — I had plenty,
though."

Oldest Parishioner
Catherine i s the ^oldest living

parishioner of Hopkinton's Holy Cross
Church, and she remembers with
pride having her picture taken with
former Congressman Robert McEwen
and other dignitaries at the church's
centennial several years ago.

Asked if they ever' argue, bo!
sisters answered at once. "No," sa
Lillian. "I don't see the point of it."

. "Yes," said Catherine Ida with a
twinkle. "Once in a while she gets out
of hand." "

Catherine Ida offered what may be
excellent advice for the younger
generation from someone who has liv-
ed almost 100 yearss. She said:
"You've got to have your eyes open all
the time today." •

Zonta Plans Meeting a
The Zonta Club of Potsdam will hold

its.regular meeting on Jan. $ at 6 p.m."
at the Town House Restaurant.
Following dinner,, the club will hold a
business meeting to plan its 1984 ac-
tivities. President Laura Patterson
will report on the October Interna-
tional Conference held in Montreal.

The club will also hold a member-
ship wine and cheese party at 7:30
p.m. on Jan. 25 at the home of
member Janice Smith at Bayside
Lodge, the Back Hannawa flioad. New
and prospective members are invited
to attend to learn about Zonta, an in-
ternational business and professional \

she caned cJ^airs./'We found the 61d~ women's service organization.


