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'Wish List' For 1984
What will 1984 bring to the.Village and Town of

Potsdam? We have our own "wish list," one that
we hope will give vittage and town officials
something to think aboutQ

First, we'd like to see the problems with the
village's new water treatment plant and
hydroelectric generating" station successfully
resolved. ' .

These facilities have generated little else yet
but controversy and newsprint — from reports
we hear the ozonization equipment, designed to
give us better tasting, looking and smelling
waterTlsn't working, and water continues to leak
into the hydro station.

Responsibility for ^equipment failures, con-
struction problems and delays must be assessed
and dealt with; the projects must be brought ful-
ly on line ae soon as possible; village officials
must be freed of this almost ten-year-old burden
to go on to other things.

Second, we'd like to see the village take a long

are inadequate and need a close look.
Some village streets are in deplorable condi-

tion: for example, upper Bay Street, the May
Road, an<J Clarkson Avenue. Roadbuilding isn't
going to get any less expensive. It's time-to get
going on repairs.

And we'd like to see a return of the days when
it wa,s possible to get a simple answer to a simple
question from village* officials! Calls to three or
four people may produce limited results or no
results at all.

On the town level, we'd like to see more in-
formation in the town's meeting agendas, such
as an explanation of major items in the town's
monthly bills and more information on planned
purchases.

We'd also like to see an added agenda item — a
place for comments from the public. As it is now,
concerned citizens may wait until the meeting is
almost over before being recognized to speak.
Were not asking-for meetings to tee aksrtipted.

a' \\: •r.\- ' m
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programs. V ^
Water, main breaks Jave longtime DPW

employees shaking their heads. Is it unusual
weather conditions that have produced the
breaks, or "is it that the entire system needs
overhauling? "

Storm sewers, asjmyon^who has tried to,
navigate village streets the past month knoyvs,

ask about an agenda item, ask other questions or
, make complaints.
< Finally, we'd like to see the town cojntinue its

giant step forward and complete the revisions t o '
its zoning code which were begun in 1983. Many
prpblenis the town faced in 1983 were related to

atheVedde;'!such problems will be reduced when a.
revised code is in place. '

Second
Thoughts...

BY BETSY BAKER

It's still snowing. On Friday after-
noon I threatened to climb under my-
desk and stay there until it stopped
. snowing. Luckily my faithful staff
talked me out of it, or I probably
would have been there until April. -

And it's a new year. Already the
George Orwell specials have started.
CBC radio had one on Sunday, the
New York Times.and other papers
have run their Orwell stories- and it
looks as though the British writer will
be THE topic of conversation until
1985. , .

And since he's dead it will be all but
impossible to answer the question of
whether he meant his novel to be a
prophecy or a warning. Or even,
heretical thought that it is, whether he
meant it to be nothing more than the
fictional product of a fertile imagina-
tion, fueled by terminal tuberculosis.
Scholars are debating it hotly,
however, while enterprising spills are
selling T-shirts emblazoned with "
Brother (or Sister) Is Watching You.

In 1976, when'I started working at
the Courier, my job was proofreader,
not editor. ~ I scanned the entire
editorial content of the paper looking

, for mistakes, so when my own paper
arrived at the door, all I read was the
classified pages.

One ad caught my eye,— "Adult
male Siamese cat to give away" — so
I piled the children into the car one
February morning and drove to the
wilds of Parishville.

He had wandered into a farmyard,
tangled with a big German shepherd,
and landed in the barn; cold, hungry,
with one ear torn, the other frostbit-
ten.

Big
u "

ThejLwere sympathetic, but did not
-want to keep him, so put him- in the
barn "with a goat, for warmth. When
they opened the goat's stall, a brown
streak hit my lap and burrowed deep.
I put httn tnrmy car, thinking I was
taking him home to. die. He was thin,
his fur matted, tongue split from lick-
ing something frozen. '

But warmth, food and water, and
loving attention brought him around.
He grew — and grew and grew and
grew, until he weighed 15 pounds. His
points were jet black, his body a deep,
Tich brown. .He was probably a,mix-
ture, not all Siamese, and at least part
Burmese'.

And he was clearly appreciative of
the. gravy train he had landed in. He
talked constantly, in a raucous, rasp-
ing voice, with a purr that sounded
like the filter system of ah aquarium.
His eye teeth grew well down over his
lower lip, giving him a perpetual leer..
He was outgoing and gregarious, wan-
ting everyone to offer him their lap, or
at the very least, their hand.

The children, trying to figure out
where he had come from, made up a
complicated legend. He was a cat
' from outer,space; his. craft had crash-
landed in the woods. He would tell us
who he really was on Christmas Eve,
they believed, at midnight, when all
the animals are supposed to be given
the. power-of-speech. They called him
Thomas Cat, after a favorite tenant.

We thought we would have him with
us forever, but he died two days after
Christmas. Wherever he is, it's a
livelier place now that he's there.

I heard the Brass Firemen in
rehearsal Monday afternoon. All
dressed up in their best uniforms for

Now that I have a puppy, I know
why I was saving all those copies of
the, New York Times. In fact, I may
have to start reading two or three
more newspapers to keep up with the
puppy, whose intentions are good,
but...

Streets inside the village are in ter-
rible shape, unplowed, unsanded and
unsafe. There should be more plows
out more often. And hasn't there been
a rash of water main 'breaks lately?
Looks like the system could stand an
overhaul. • • •

Joe Denny threw the Democrats a
curve when he chose the sunny-South
over' St. Lawrence County. Bargain-
ing with his new employers may well
have been easier with a second job of-
fer under His belt.

'Good Will' In Evidence
To the Editor:

• . There is "good will among men"
* and women of the Ogdensburg area at
this Christmas time when it comes to
serving", "the'least" of us who are

, alone as inmates behind the fences of
The Ogdensburg Correctional Facili-
ty- ,

Peqple of this community, fes well as
Canton and Potsdam, are gaining a
laudable" reputation as humble,
humane givers of themselves and

- their riches. We thank Pete Cole of the
Great American Super Market for
donating three dozen oranges to the
Spanish-spealong .inmates for a
special cultural aspect of the Lenten
service the other day.

Jeff Howlett brought his OFA Stage
Band over for two back-to-back COUP
certs in our mess hall, providing some
popular, upbeat entertainment at the
Dec, 17 Inmate Christmas Party. The
high schoolers were a hit with the
men, as they went up one-by-dne to
have their Polaroid photos taken in
front of the lighted Christmas tree
donated to the facility by Mark
Wauhop, store manager of K-Mart in
Ogdensburg's Park Plaza. A total of
214 out of 231 inmates volunteered to
attend and were given gifts and
refreshments at the party, sponsored
by the inmate Second Chance
Jaycees

We are also grateful to several other
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<lay season. .Sister Joan Whilteinore
ajjlPher Wadhams Hall Community
Chorale*sang several numbers in the
facility gym and two Canton barber-

-• shop-groups, the women's Cascade
Quartet and the men's Goldenaires-
received rapt arid enthusiastic atten-
tion from the inmates during their
harmonious presentations.

John Reed sent overjsorg* postcards
for the inmates to Have for writing
home, and he also. helped our cook
Duane "Rusty" Adams with some
decorations for the mess hall.
Managers Dan MacGuire of Fay's"
Drug Store and Steve Beajjljcar of

generous with, their
garlands..

Doug Loffler of The Ogdensburg
Recreational Department should not

• be left out of 6ur thanks. He opened up
the St. Vincent DePaul Center with
volunteer help to serve inmates'
families breakfast each time they
came up from New York City as
visitors* on the bus provided by
Ministerial Services of The Correc-
tions Department.

Finally, Danny Gotham, came over
from Potsdam in the freezing rain to
put-on a solo guitar concert for "the
men just prior to their bingo game by
the tree.

BradMintiner
Volunteer Services

' • Director

Appreciation Extended
To the Editor:

I am the father of Mrs. Mary Gian-
nell and recently had the occasion of
visiting Potsdam to accompany my
daughter during the funeral resulting
from the grievous circumstances of
her family tragedy.

I write this letter for publication in
your newspaper so that I may extend
my heartfelt and universal apprecia-
tion to all the people of your wonderful
village who were so generous in their
understanding and sympathetic
gestures to us at this trying time The
number of mourners and friends is so
grt;,i' tha' r i: impossible for rut ti
lumk •:n'!i mi> :)i»i' nutnllv '»• i»;ir" it
inadvertently forgetting some of
them. Without the staunch support of
her dear friends and acquaintances,
as well as the- organizations such as
Clarkson Tech., Potsdam State Col-
lege and Crane College of Music and
others, it is unlikely that Mary could
have endured the terrible traumatic
-experience that so suddenly, became
her burden. • . • ~

She learned quickly to love Potsdam
and its people from her first day in
college back in 1960 and that love has
grown steadily during the years since
-that time.

T pffor

Christmas a n d a " their friends and families who
watched over us and took care of uafl
lik l l d ^

a e
like a mother would for a sick lld
Also, deep appreciation and thanks
must go to Bill Krebs and his family
who turned over their beautiful home
to me and Mary during our stay in
Potsdam.

Finally, my thanks and apprecia-
tion is extended to your newspaper
(The, Courier) for editorial good
sense.' I believe your handling of its
reporting was well- done ,in that you
did not irresponsibly print a lot of in-
congruous statements along with a
comedy of errors in photography, as
well as imagined and dreamed-up in-
ferences of a character-damaging
nature having no basis of fact.
, - It is unfortunate that tabloids like
the Watertown newspaper which
printed absurd and unfounded misin-
formation purely in the self-serving
interest of creating false sen-
satonalism can hide behind the so-
called constitutional public "right to
know." They should be made aware
that the public has only the right to
know the truth! Anything else is ir^
responsiblejournalism. *

Very truly yours,
iefer

Bixby Thanks District
To the Editor:

As 14 years as your representative
II town and <:uunt> goyACnmen1 draws

lit'
during that

ll
your help .mil suppo
time, l have tried to faithfully repret )
sent my district while still remember-
ing that I also represented St.
Lawrence County as a county \.
legislator. I have tried to respond to
the individual problems brought to my
attention and provide answers when
and where possible. * 4 •

Being your representative has been
a pleasant experience and I expect
that I will always have a keen interest
in our local; governments. Again,
inank you all for your loyal support.

Sincerely^ k
Don Bixby, County*

EASTERN 8
Grand Matro
WM honored
that office, i
Chaney dinini

Ames Department Store were also Hughes, Nelle Brumelle, Ted Schulze Legislator, Dlst. 16

Return For Canvasbaeks?

TV cameras from Channel 7 and
Channel 5, they looked and sounded
terrific.

As the time draws closer .for their
trip to Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, they are
involved in a million details, not the
least of which is raising the $18,000
they need for the trip. Some $4,000 has
been raised so far, and I hope North
Country folks will dig deep to help
raise the rest. This band will do us air
proud. They have tremendous en-
thusiasm and spirit, and their playing
is first rate. : '

_It_was great news to receive word
recently that DEC has set up a three
year experimental canvasback1

season in parts of western New York.
It was really a big surprise: ' :

Have the "cans" recovered' that
much to allow the taking of these
large diving ducks? Apparently
biologists and sportsmen think so or
else They would not chance opening
the season even on an experimental
basis. For a number of years.the tak-
ing of canvasbaeks by waterfowl
hunters was not legal.

The short season will be held on
Cayuga Lake and Upper Niagara
River from Dec. 23 to Jan. 2. Although
it is legal to include one female can-
vasback duck in the daily bag limit of
two, hunters are urged to avoid taking
the females and to concentrate on the
more numerous males.

Ljke. most experimental hunting
seasons a permit is required for the
purpose of collecting harvest data.
The permit does not cost anything and
is granted upon application at
regional wildlife manager offices
where the hunts are taking place.
Along with the permit a questionnaire
will be given tgi the hunter to answer
as a source of tporeTIaTa on the can-
vasback and bow the hunting season
may effect tn^population. •

Any old "cariirhuhters' but *th°ere
*with% hank1*4ing*to try their luck with
some latfveason shooting should con-
tacL_pne qUjhe regional wildlife
maj^gers thSPre involved in this ex-
perimentarseason. The closest such
office for our readers can be peached'
by-writing JBox-1169, Fisher Avenue,'
CortlSrid, 13045 or by "calling 607-753-
3095^

virnnmpnrai Qualify Rnnrt Art $1fU
million was literally put into the hands
of the Department of Environmental
Conservation for' the acquisition of
lands to enchance the Forest Preserve
as well as to acquire freshwater
wetlands, tidal wetlands, unique
areas, pUblic fishing rights, public ac-
cess to state lands and waterway ac-
cess.

The acquisitions have been many
and well diversified.-At about mid-

-Ausable-pupehase consisted of 9,182

NORTH
COUNTRY

The Swelling ForeatPreserve:
With the passing of the 1972 En-

way in DEC'S 20-year land acquisition
program a little more than half ($55.6
million) of the total has been spent by
the department. So far the timing and

. division of money seems to be going
along pretty well.

Forest Preserve acquisitions have
been significant. For example, since
1972 over 100,000 acres have been add-
ed to thV preserve, 77,316 to the
Adirondack Park and the remainder
jQ.theCatskillPark.

The two most notable acquisitions
were probably the"Ausable Club ancl
Nehasane Park purchases. The

acres of mountainous terrain in-Essex
County. This included 11 peaks of the
so-called "forty-sixJJxiassification.

Its true significance was that with
this acquisition all Adirondack peaku \
over 4,000 ft. were finally placed ur
-public ownership.. It did nothing to
change the scenery. It did, however,'
relieve the club of a great tax burden

;it could no longer shoulder.
With the Nehasane Park acquisition

the Forest Preserve swelled another
14,646 acres. It also gained another
lovely lake with public ownership of
Lake Lila. This purchase is par-
ticularly important because it adjoins
the Five Ponds Wildterness Area. Ac-

: tuaily the total number of acre's madP-».
available to the public amounts tJk-'
24,954 because of the granting several
generous conservation easements.

, The acquisition of such large tracts
of land by the state is still one of the
wonders of the Adirondacks. I suppose
we can thank a number of wealthy
men of the 19th century who
storehoused perhaps millions of acres
of Adirondack wild land which has
gradually been turned over to the peo-
ple by purchase agreements. It is
doubtful that the preserve could have
ever developed as it has since its crea. \
tion had there not been this greaP
potential to tap.

If these tracts had been sub-divided
into small tracts' and sold perhaps the'
concept of a Forest Preserve would
not have been conceived. It would not
have been realistically possible
without exercising tyrannical powers
and disregarding the rights of private,
small-holding landowners, with the
final disappearance of these large
estates the swelling of the Forest
Preserve will dramatically cease.

BY MRS. S
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Area fire -and rescue volunteers
have been busy these last few days.
Slippery roads mean extra caution is . . . . - - .
needed when driving; cold weather |\ |O\A/ l u l O I T l h o r C m m
means every possible precaution l * y « i T l G I I I U C I O J U I i l
must be taken to guard against fire. '

From Our Files
University Women

Jan. 28,1925 - The New York State
-Board of Regents had ruled that the
two-year course at the Crane School of
Music must be changed to three

' years.

WEST POTSDAM, March 4, 1925 —
- School opened in Moores Hill Monday.
The four girls of the eighth grade
made fine records in the January
Regents.

EBEN, March 4, 1925 — School
began March 2 after the midwinter
vacation of four weeks. Mrs. Logan is
the teacher. ' ••.'

March 18,1925 — The new People's
Bank building has opened at the cor-

. ner of Market and Depot streets in
Potsdam. It is built of Indiana
limestone and follows the Corinthian
s t y l e . . . • . • • • - • •

March 18, 1925 — Own a Ford car
this summer: Runabout, $260; coupe,
$520 -h four door sedan, $660.

, May 27,1925 — Dr. Hervey D. That-
cher dies at 90 years of age. He
perfected and brought out -first"glass
milk bottle and invented baking
powder which bears his name. He
owned and operated a drug store in"
Potsdam for nearly 30 years.

. May 16,1925 — Troopers descended
on a shack between Potsdam and Nor-
wood used as a hoboes' retreat. Four
occupants were ordered to "clear
out."/

/ • * - ^ "

A worthy missionary in India had
the hymn, "Rock of Ages" translated
intoMJindustani. On translation into.
English by a student, the first two line
bore the inspiring and luminajing
aspect: "Very,old stone, split for my

benefit, let me absent myself under
your fragments."

ALLENS FALLS, Jan. 17, 1912 —
Harold Stone has the mumps and Ken-
neth Armstrong built fires at the
school house in his place.

A large flock of crows flew through
here Friday.

EBEN. Jan. 17,1912 — F.E. Everett
is t,o furnish wood for the year at the
school house. i

March 6, 1912 — Sawing Logs: Get
your sawing done at the Island Saw
Mill. Prices for softwood, $3 per 1,000
feet; hardwood, $3.50per 1,000 feet. ,.

March-6, 1912 T- Maxwell speciajr
equipped with self starter, $l,488i;
Mascot roadster, $950. Potsdam
Garage, Depot andiWillow streets.

compiled.by Earl Pattison

DeSS ̂ S f ŝ SS* s
Lawrence County Branch;, of the
American Association of University
Women (AAUW) also postponed the
awarding of membership-certificates
to the following new or reactivated,'
members -who have joined AAUW
since September:

League of Women Voters • St. Lawrence County NY

League Supports Freeze

A Park Newspaper

BETSY BAKER, Editor

SALLY RANDOLPH,
Buainws * Circulation, Office Manager

UNDAMQBRSCHELL, Advertising

PAUL LASHOMB, Production

* • ' • .

Published every Tuesday by Park Newspapers of
St. Lawrence Inc. (USPS1354-6000),,. 71 Market St.,
Potsdam, N.Y. Member of the New York Press
Association, the National Editorial Association, and
Adult Bureau of Circulations. Subscription rates:
carrier home delivery in Potsdam, 25 cents per
week. By mail outside Potsdam in St. Lawrence
County $13.00 per year and $14.00 elsewhere in the
United States and Canada. Second class postage
paid at Potsdam, N.Y. 13676. POSTMASTERf Send'
address changes to the Courier & Freeman, Inc., 71

* Market St., Potsdam, N.Y. 13676.

Frottr 'Canton — Nancy Auster,
Nadine • Jennings, Claire Parker;
From Hermon — Mary Schlegai;
From Joe Indian Lake — Gertrude
Vanderbilt; From Ogdensburg — Bar-
bara Walker, Sally White; From
Potsdam — Ruth Baltus, Jane Ed-
wards, Louise Harder, Susan*
Jackson, CHristma Johns, Maureen
Regan, Jane Wheeler. ', ~

>, The new«members are'alumnae of
24 different colleges and universities,
indicating a rich diversity in their
undergraduate and graduate studies.
Schools represented are: Barnard,
Beloit, Cambridge •••-,, University,
Carleton, Carnegie-Mellon Universi-
ty, Emory.' University, Goddard,
Huntec, 'Indiana University, Ithaca,
John HopKins University, Le Moyne,
McGill University, Pace University
University of Pennsylvania, St.
Lawrence University, State Universi-
ty of New York at Buffalo, Oswego,
and-Potsdam; Syracuse University,
Vassar, University , of Vermont,
University: of Virginia, and
Youngstown University.

4 AAUW membership Jg open to all
women graduated from an accredited
four-year college. For information,
contact President Sylvia Broer at 764-
0412, or K. Briggs, membership, 265-

In its first foray into the arms con-
trol debate, the League of Women •
Voters of the United States has an-
nounced its support for a bilateral,
mutually verifiable, .freeze...on...the
testing, production, and deployment
of nuclear weapons, followed by
reduction of those weapons.

In a related action, the League an:

nounced its deep regret that the INF
and START talks have been suspend-,
ed and will urge the merger and
resumption of these negotiations.

These two actions are results of the
League's newly determined position
in support of arms control measures.
The League's 111,000 members across

•fthe county participated in the develop-
ment of this new position- which was
ratified recently by the League's na-
tional board of directors.

In announcing the sew position,
League President Dorothy S. Ridings
said, "The League is entering the
debate at a critical juncture. World
tensions are high, the government's
commitment to arms control is .being
challenged, and citizens are looking
for some progress towards arms
reductions. The League brings a well-
informed, politically active
grassroots network to,the debate to
help citizens translate their concerns
into concrete actions."

Other actions, resulting from the
new position include:

— support for a Comprehensive
Test Ban;

— support for negotiations to pro-
hibit deployment of anti-satellite
weapons;

— opposition to the deployment of
space weapons that would violate the
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.

Ms. Ridings noted that the League
strongly supports both multilaterife r,
and bilateral negotiations to achieve
agreement in all arms control areas.
The League believes that unilateral
initiatives are not the most ap-
propriate means to achieve arms con-
trol.

An overwhelming-majority of local
Leagues participated in setting this
new position. "We had responses from
76 percent of our 1,197 local Leagues,
an indication of their strong interest in
finding solutions to the arms race,
said Ms. Ridings. , •

Since May 1982, League membei^l
throughout the country have been st i?
dying arms control issues. They con-
sidered a variety of viewpoints in
meetings and discussions at the local,
and state levels and responded to a
questionnaire from the national of-
fice. Their responses were read,
tabulated, and analyzed, and the final
position was adopted by the national-
board after member agreement on the
issues was determined.

Local Leagues are currently study-
ing JU.S. military pqlicy and defensOk
spending. The national League will be*
evaluating the study's results in the
spring of 1984!
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