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L. CANTON — Now that the election i
f'over, St. Lawrence County GOP of-
‘ficials have sald privately that if
;. Republican Assemblyman John G.A,
'0’Neil of Parishville wants to stay in

he’d better make some

, office,
changes.
% Prominent GOP officials, who sup-
" ported O'Neil, and worked for his
!'reelection, said that his razor-thin
 margin of 122 votes out of more than
30,000 cast, showed them the
“Parishville Republican has some
serious weaknesses that were ex-
ploited by his opponent, Democrat
-Paul Finnegan.
% “Look at the results of that race.
Finnegan ran a hell of a campaign.
sYou've got to give him credit. But it
1was too close. A Republican in this
. county has no excuse for a showing
- like that,”” one Republican of-
ficeholder said. “There have got to be
some changes made.’’
« Otherwise, some GOP officials said,
‘O’Neil could find himself in a
«Republican primary in two years.
i Staff Changeés

O'Neil’s top aide, George Curtis,
ought to be replaced, several GOP of-
ficials predicted privately.

“He’s got poor staff work,” GOP of-
ficials said of O’Neil’s office. ‘“There's
no excuse for that.”

s ““George is a nice guy,” one official
wsaid. “But he gets assignments to
~work on a problem and he doesn't
always seem to be on top of it.”’
“John’s got to improve his relations
with the county legislature,” another
Republican said, echoing a frequent
complaint from GOP legislators. ‘“‘He
doesn’t know what they’re concerned
with. They don’t go to him for help.
Last year, most of them would call
Finnegan when ever they needed
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sprﬁathing done in Albany. That's not
right.”

“There are officials in county
government, Republican officials,
who have not yet even met John
O’Neil,” one Republican official said.
**Now how can you ask someone to
vote for him when he's never even
bothered to say hello to those people,
much less helped them?"’

Mrs. Phillips Comments

GOP Chairwoman Ella Mae Phillips
conceded that numerous Republicans
have approached her about sugges-
tions they have on how O'Neil can im-
prove his standing in the county, She
said they’ll probably be holding a
meeting with O’Neil to talk about the
problems.

But. Mrs. Phillips said she doesn’t
agree with all of the criticisms of
O’Neil that she’s heard from other
GOP officeholders,

Take O’Neil’s staff, she said. “I've
had problems with George. But when
I've needed him, he was there. It
should be up to John to evaluate his
staff. Anybody on a political payroll is
subject to people criticizing him. But
it’s not for me to tell John what to do.”’

But other Republicans have been
less charitable.

Part of the problem, GOP officials
said, is O'Neil’s emphasis in the state
legislature. “‘John’s good on education
matters. That’s his expertise. That’s
what he’s interested in.””

“The school teachers, the college
professors, they love him. He votes for
whatever they want. That’s his
record,” another said. s

“‘But the county legislature and the
town boards, they’'ve got different pro-
blems,” a GOP stalwart said. *‘John
never held local office. He doesn’t
know their problems. He'll help them
out if they ask, but he doesn’t always
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seek them out.””

‘““And if he has to choose between
supporting something they want or
something for education, he goes with
education,’”’ one said, citing O’Neil’s
vote on the Human Services Over-
burden aid bill.

O’Neil voted against the bill, even
though the GOP-controlled county
legislature and every county govern-
ment in the state had requested its
passage.

The bill meant about $1.3 millibn in
additional aid for the county. O’Neil
said it also meant too much money
would go to New York City, and he
wanted the money to go to school
districts-because the aid distribution
formula was fairer for upstate com-

munities.
“John’s not a traditional St.

ports him. Look at all the money he
got from the CSEA and the unions.
That money usually goes to
Democrats.”

“If you watched the endorsements,
you saw those guys (the unions) sup-
porting Democrats down the line, but
then jumping over and supporting
John. They didn't support Dave Mar-
tin, (the Republican Congressman
from Canton), they didn’t support
Doug Barclay (the Republican State
Senator from Pulaski,) they weren't
supporting the Republican state
ticket.”

“It makes you wonder,” he said.
“Once this is over, somebody’s got to
sit down and talk to John.”

But Mrs. Phillips said the rest of the
GOP will have to accept O’Neil’s
union background, although she con-

“1t may have cost us some votes,”
she said. *‘But people are always say-
ing Republicans are for the wealthy
and the white collar workers, but
John's shown that's not the case. He's
for the everyday worker."”

“Times are changing,’’ she said.

Seme county GOP leaders also
question O’Neil’s style of dealing with
attacks.

“John's a nice guy,” one official
said. “But maybe he's too nice. They
were cutting him™ up and down.
Sometimes you have to set it straight.
You can’t just leave it to everybody
elseto fight your battles,”

“Doug and Bobby Nortz
(Assemblyman from Lowville) pulled
it out of the fire for him,” one

Neil Should Make Some Changes, County GOP Stalwarts Say After Election :

won the election for him.” .
“They won’t always be there,” he
said. “Politics is a tough business.
John's got to learn to fight, He can’t
just expect everybody else to cargy
him.” ‘ nt
“The Democrats were cutting h;
up in Albany during the last session,
He knew it. Everybody knew it. Bat
did you hear a word out of him?’! he
said, “I don't know what he was think-
ing.” -
e

But Mrs. Phillips sald other GP
leaders will have to learn to accept
O’Neil for what he is, a quiet man,
who is sincere and capable, and who
doesn’t always go for the political
jugular,

“I was very proud of John,” 5]

Lawrence County Republican,” one
GOP activist said. *Look at who sup-
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