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Martin Urges Adminstration To Reconsider 50 Cent Dairy Assessment

BY JIM REAGEN
WASHINGTON Congressman
David O’B. Martin (R-Canton) voted
.for the 50 cent dairy assessment in the
final budget reconciliation package
last year, but he has urged ad-
ministration , officials, including
Secretary of Agriculture John Block,
to,.cconsider the program, his staff
confirmed Friday. -
Martin  and numerous other
representatives from ‘districts with
dairy interests have been lobbying the
Reagan administration to convince
Washington officials that the 50 cent
per hundred weight assessment pro-
gram that was recently implemented
.by the Department of Agriculture is
ai:t;xally encouraging a larger milk
glut. : ) '
Martin and other northeastern con-
* gressmen have told the secretary that
i the milk surplus stems from over-
production by the midwest’s farmers
and large corporate farms.
“He told them that they couldn’t
solve the milk problem unless they ad-
ressed the regional problem,” a
Martin spokesman said Friday.
Dairy experts say that the northeast
‘.is producing about one percent of the
nation’s x*rlmk lut. Ch
as Opposed Change
Martin has opposed thegchange in
the milk support program since it was
first proposed. Originally, before the
»"policy ‘was enacted by Congress, the
"-Reagan administration had proposed
giving the Secretatry of Agrictilture
even broader powers and discretion
over the milk support program. That
could have meant far deeper cuts in
the milk support program as part of
Reagan’s budget cuts.
Martin and other congressmen from
. dairy areas opposed that proposal.
i But the current check-off program,
! which has generated stiff opposition in
- the area, was included as one item in
1 ~tha final overall budget reconciliation
! package.
« Martin supported the budget bill
» and technically voted for it because it
+ was included in the legislation. But
. Sources defend the congressman’s
¢ vote, explaining that if the budget
: package had been rejected, and the
aailk program had been addressed as
@a single issue, the dairy supports
¢ would probably have been cut far
deeper.
The milk price support program has
been a long time target of capital hill
3 bxget cutters who claim-it is just
|

I group, in this case, dairy farmers.

*  But in previous years, dairy in-
- terests had been able to work with a
* coalition of other agriculture groups,

ther subsidy for a special interest

including southern congressmen sup-
porting tobacco programs, con-

ressmen from sugar producing
areas, and other agricultural area
representatives who would trade sup-
port for their respective commaodities.

The Reagan administration
targeted most of those programs for
deep -cuts, and managed to split the
coalition in some parts, by using a

“divide and conquer’’ strategy that
left them vulnerabie to partial reduc-
tions. .

The current check-off program was
proposed inside the total budget
package which left Congressmen, like
Martin, unable to separate out in-
dividual items that they might per-
sonally oppose.

But dairy lobbyists say that a vote

super Tru

Water Addéd

Whole or Either
Half

Super Duper,

WEtry ;A
A E T H %

for the bill was a vote for the same
assessment policy that is now being
criticised as a likely cause of farm
failures for marginal operations, and
a sharp reduction in income for more
stable dairy farmers.
If Defeated — Worse

Those criticisms have left Martin’s
staff in the difficult position of attemp-
ting to explain how the congressional
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budget system works to people who
only know that the new policy is hit-
ting them in their milk check.

“1f it had been defeated, it could
have been much worse,” a Martin
spokesman said. “The Secretary of
Agriculture had already publicly said
he wouid have cut the price supports
even more deeply.”

‘“The Congressman is hopeful that
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his request and the request of other
congressmen will bring about a recon-
sideration by the Secretary,” the
spokesman said.

“No one thinks the battle is over,
there are pieces of legislation being
considered, they have to address the
whole problem,” he said.

Martin is currently in Taiwan and
was unavailable for comment.
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- Joins 25 Year Club

: MASSENA — Robert B. Smith of
- Raymondville has been named to
: Aloca’s 25 Year Club.

a -Smith is an ingot servicer in the in-
’gbt plant at Alcoa’s Massena Opera-
. tions, A native of Potsdam, Smith at-
- tended Norfolk schools. He is a
: member of the Clare Snowmobile
- Club. He is married to the former
. Vera Frego of Raymondville. The cou-
. ple have five children, Dale, Sheila,
. Patricia and Cathy. Mr. and Mrs.
- Smith live in Raymondyviile,
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