Burns Appointed Crusade

Charles Cameron, president of the
St. Lawrence County Unit of the
American Cancer Society, has an-
nounced the appointment of John E.
(Jack) Burns as the 1981-82 County
Crusade Chairman.

As chairman, Burns will help
organize upcoming activities and

ampaigns so that the Cancer Society

ill meet its $100,000 1981-82 crusade
goal.

Burns is currently a tutor in the
Outreach Program sponsored by the
Research Foundation of the State
University of New York. In the past,
he was program director for Public
Information for schools in Potsdam
and Gouverneur. He was also Director
of Public Relations for the St.
Lawrence-Eastern Ontario Commis-
sion. Burns held each of these posi-
‘ons for two year terms.

For 15 years he was a sales
representative and  director of
customer relations for two major
wholesalers of beer, wines and li-
quors. Burns is also a former Nor-
thern New York newspaper edior.
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County’s Tax Rate Would Rise Nearly $6/Thousand

CANTON — St. Lawrence County’s
tentative 1982 budget of $44,184,343
will require a property tax increase of
approximately $5.98 per $1,000 of
assessed valuation.

Despite the proposed county spen-
ding plan being $5,700,040 less than the
1981 budget of $48,884,383, the county
is expected to receive $6,457,863 less in
federal and state revenues and
$899,116 iess in local revenues.

The county expects to receive
$33,140,470 in outside revenues, which
means the remainder, or $10,043,873,
has to be raised locally.

That fizure is being reduced by us-
ing $1.5 million in surplus money,
which would bring it down to
$8,543,873.

Then, about $4,382,944 in town sales
tax money would be used, putting the
actual tax levy at $4,160,929.

Star Lake legislator Ralph Greco,
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who chairs the county legislature’s
Finance Committee, said that “the in-
crease in local dollars, just in welfare,
is $759,111.”

Other expenditures, according to
Greco, have increased approximately
$50,721 from their current 1981 levels,

The Finance Committee has slashed
away at the proposed spending plan,
eliminating $3,867,436 in local dollars,
which is considerably more than what
the jurisdictional committees reduced
the budget by.

Departmental requests would have
required an appropriated budget of
$45,579,902, while the jurisdictional
committees slashed those requests by
a mere $234,322 and passed the buck
on to the members of the Finance
Committee, who proceeded to make
more than $3.8 million in cuts.

Had the Finance Committee gone
along with the departmental requests

the connty would have had to raise
$14,145,651 in local dollars, while the
jurisdictional committee approved
budgets would have required raising
$13,911,309 in local funds.

Budget Hearing Nov. 9

The 1982 tentative budget, which
will be the subject of a public hearing
on Nov. 9 at 6:30 p.m.., includes using
the $1.5 ®nillion in surplus and the
estimated $4,382,944 in town sales tax
money to produce $5,882,944 in local
revenues. The current year’s budget
utilized $6,782,060 in local revenues.

The 1982 proposed tax levy of about
$4,160,929, is $1,686,739 more than the
1981 levy, Greco said.

“The county tax rate, however,”
said Greco, ‘“‘when compared to other
counties in the area, is unbelievably
less,”’ and he noted that in past years
significant surplus funds were plugg-
ed back into the next year’s budget to
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keep taxes down,

Another reason for the higher tax
rate is increases in the Social Services
Department, caused primarily by
mandates, )

“In 1981,"” Greco said, “the welfare
budget made up 59 percent of the total
county budget, while welfare makes
up 70 percent of the tentative 1982
budget.”

The county Social Services Depart-
ment is projecting a deficit in 1981 of
roughly $2.5 million or more, which
means the deficit will have to be made
up out of the surplus the county would
normally carry into 1982, and
necessitate an increase in taxes.

The Finance Committee is not
scheduled to meet again prior to the
public hearing on the budget, ac-
cording to Greco, but the proposed
spending plan could experience

another revision, if committee
members so desired.
Posts Eliminated

According to a budget message sup-
plied by Budget Officer Gerard
Reagen, 43 salary positions were
eliminated from the present budget in
an effort to control costs. Reagen
credited the hiring freeze imposed
during the past year for keeping down
costs, and he “*strongly” recominends
the continuation of the freeze in his
message to the legislators.

“It should be pointed out that
drastic custs were made in the 1981
tax levy,” Reagen said. ‘‘Consequent-
ly, less county surplus is available this
year to be appropriated for the 1982
budget.”

The $1.5 million surplus compares
to $2.87 million in surplus utilized last
year, Reagen said.

““It is important to reflect on county
surplus because it has a major impact
on the county tax levy. Every year
since 1977, with the exception of the
1981 budget when drastic cuts were
made, the county costs were higher
before available surplus was ap-
propriated to reduce the Real Proper-
{y Tax Levy,” said the budget officer.

Reagen also noted the reduction in
federal revenue sharing funds, the in-
crease in welfare expenses, and the
effects of inflation as adverse factors
affecting the county budget.

Coffee Days
Aids Easter Seals

The fourth annual ‘‘Coffee Days”
campaign for the St. Lawrence Coun-
ty Easter Seal Society begins today
and will continue through Nov. 12,

During this time, restaurant
patrons can obtain ‘“‘Coffee Buttons’’
from waitresses or waiters in par-
ticipating restaurants for a $1 dona-
tion which will go towards improving
services for persons with disabilities.

On Nov. 14 patrons wearing their
tab buttons may receive complemen-
tary coffee at any or all of the active
restaurants in the county.

There is also a special incentive for
the waitresses or waiters who take
part in this event. Anyone who sells 35
buttons or more will be awarded a $5
gift certificate from the P&C Market
good towards the purchase of holiday
meat. In addition the individual who
sells the most buttons in the county
will be awarded a $75 certificate from
the P&C and a $50 gift certificate will
go to the person selling the second
greatest number of buttons, The P&C
Market is generously sharing the cost
of the prizes with Easter Seals.

Local restaurants participating in
the Potsdam area are: Bob’s Place,
Deli Cafe, Homestead Dairies on
Maple & Market, Jackie's Lunch and
Coffee Shop, MacNamara’s Family
Restaurant, McDonald’s and Mr.
Donut. The Sunset Lodge and Peggy’s
Lunch of Norwood are also
cooperating.

TODAY Show To

Air Segment On
Clarkson Nov. 9

Clarkson College will be on a
featured segment of NBC’'s TODAY
show on Monday, Nov. 9.

The TODAY crew recently visited
the campus to do an indepth story on
the College’s Andrew §S. Schuler
Educational Resources Center. The $4
million building, designed with
library, computer and audio visual
facilities, was the focus of national at-
tention when it first opened in October
1980.

Now, a year later, the structure
which has been called the library of
the future, will be reexamined during
part of the program which airs from 7-
9a.m.

High Schoolers
To Hear About
Management Careers

North Country high school seniors
and their guidance counselors will be
gathering at Clarkson College this
Friday to learn about careers in
management,

The occasion is the School of
Management's eighth annual
Management Day which will be held
in the Andrew S. Schuler Educational
Resources Center. The all day pro-
gram will give the seniors a chance to
understand the employment and
educational aspects of management
careers in accounting, finance, in-
formation systems, marketing, per-
sonnel and production.

Malcolm Preston, vice-president of
the Potsdam Paper Company, will
speak to the group about.''The Ex-
ecutive Viewpoint.”” Seminars on
stress, a management simulation
game and discussion with School of
Management faculty and student
organization representatives will also
take place.



