OFFICERS INSTALLED — New officers of the U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary were installed at a dinner at the Elks Club in
Ogdensburg. The new officers are, from left to right, Robert
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the Potsdam Police

Heaney, division captain; Jerry Peo, vice-commander of the

SLEOC Will Discuss Its Uncertain Future

BY JOHN FRIOT

CANTON — A proposal for St
Lawrence County to join Off-Track
Betting remains in the starting gate this
year after the state legislature failed to
take any action in 1979 on a bill to annex
the county to the Capital OTB Region.

In February of 1979, the count
legislature passed a pro-Off Trac
Betting resolution, and in March, the
legislative body decided to stick with an
earlier choice to seek annexation into
the Capital District of Off Track Betting.

A bill seeking the annexation was then
filed in the state legislature where it
subsequently died.

The county Finance Committee met
Wednesday night in Canton and were
told by county Administrative Assistant
William Collins that he had been in
contact with representatives from the
Assembly, Senate, and the Capital OTB
District all of whom were questioning
“whether the county still wants
legislation passed for OTB.”

Collins said that “there is a tug of war
going on between the Capital and
Western OTB Regions which makes the
bill’s passage not the simplest thing in
the world,”

" “There is no point! he continued, *“of

.

Olympic Tickets
Are Festival Prize

The Potsdam Chamber of Commerce
will award two fully-paid trips to
Olympic events as door prizes, it has
been announced by Wally Siebel,
chairman of the chamber’s Winter
Festival Committee. Registration slips
for the prizes may be obtained free from
any participating merchant.

Drawing for the prizes will take place
on Feb, 8. The winners need not be
present at the drawings, but will be
notified immediately, Siebel said.

A bus will pick up the winners in
Potsdam on the morning of Friday, Feb.
15, and transport them to Lake Placid in
time for the two-man bobsled runs at
9:30-12:30. After a box lunch, the win-
ners will see the men and women luge
runs from 24 p.m. and then return to
Potsdam by about 6 p.m. An alternate
pickup and delivery in Canton or other
community on the route can be
arranged.

In addition to Siebel, the members of
the Winter Festival Committee are:
Enid Ablowitz, Joyce Lalonde, Peggy
Jensen, George Maclean and Hal
Stokes, David Demarest, Doris Frazer
and Steve Yianoukos also are assisting
the committee.

: Business Executive :
: we know how you
foel about your

business...
and your employees.

Employee security is as good fors:
your business as it is for yours:
employees...and the right kind of':
Employee Benefit Plan can go a long :
way toward assuring the morale of ¢
your employees and the continuing ;
success of your enterprise. H

A Metropolitan representative can

: suggest the right insurance plan to}
+ take care of employees who become ¢
¢ disabled, incur medical expenses,:
: retire, or die, retirement income?
+ programs, as well as life insurance :
« for key executives and medical ¢
. benefits, =~ ‘
: We can “even work with each:
: individual employee to make sure :
+ they all understand and appreciate ¢
+ how valuable the insurance you
t provide is to them and their:
: families. :
¢ No matter what size business you :
+ have, Metropolitan has an insurance :
:+ plan for you.

For a professional review of your
emplpyees ?egefits, call me today.

M A,
KENNETH D, ANDERSON
41 Main St., Massena
Office: 764-0201

H
:
Rexidenca: 779.5433
:
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£xMetropolitan

Metropolitan Life Ins. Co., N.Y., N.Y.
Metropolitan Property and Liability
Ins. Co., Warwick, R.1. .
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them going through the effort to get out
of one district and into another if the
county is going to sit back after that and
do nothing.”

The committee voted 52 to put a
resolution on the Feb. 11 Board of
Legislators agenda, reaffirming the
county’s intent to go into the OTB
business once the enabling legislation is
passed. Legislators Donald Livingston,
who is the Chairman of the Board, and
William Hess opposed the resolution,

If the bill annexing the county from
the Central OTB to the Capital OTB
District is re-introduced and passed by
the state legislature this year, the
county legislature would need to adopt a
local law in order to establish OTB
parlors. ’the county local law would be
then subject to a public relerendum if 16
percent of the voters in the last
gubernatorial election request one.

If the request is not made and op-
ponents of OTB do not collect enough
names on their petition, the local law
would take effect after an automatic 45-
day waiting period.

The OTB proposal for the county could
be placed on the November ballot if
everything pgoes smoothly and the
county legislators renew their intent to
participate in OTB, The county Board of
Elections needs to have the certification
29 days prior to an election in order to
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local flotilla, Henry Burgess, flotilla commander; and Jim
Lewis, outgoing vice-commdner. Lewis is a patrolman with

Department. (Paul Mitchell photo)

place it on the ballot.

The Capital OTB District en-
compasses Columbia, Rensselaer,
Greene, Albany, Schnectady, Mon-
tgomery, Fulton, Herkimer, and Clinton
counties,

At a meeting last year, between the
county and a Capital OTB District of-
ficial, the county was informed that it
could expect to receive about $100,000 in
the first year it mperates through the
Capital District.

Off Track Betting in the county has
been opposed in the past by several
organizations and residents for several
reasons rangmg mom morality to a
claim that it would lure money from
people within the county who are least
able to afford it.

The debate over whether or not to
continue to pursue the establishment of
OTB patrlors in the county is more than
likely expected to result in a tug of war
between those that are opposed to
gambling because of moral convictions
and those that are interested in
stimulating the economy.

The committee also briefly discussed
the possible repeal of the county sales
tax on home heating fuels but deferred

.any action on the issue to allow the

legislators a chance to get a 'better
handle on how much sales tax money
may be coming into the county this year,

> & <> <> - >

Come on |

o
<
®
lll‘
o=l
o

= >

5 IS,G Pak {

> [ThruFeb. 17] (

<>

mJungle
—— Juice
3229

v 10 qt. pkg.

- Fresh
Farm

Eggs |

> >

q

) (

) THE TOTAL MILK AND CONVENIENCE STORE ¢
FRESH LOCAL MILK AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

b FAST AND FRIENDLY SERVICE {

A COLD BEER AND S0DA AT POPULAR PRICES
Join Our Milk Club-Ask For Details at Store
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK (
Open til 9 p.m. — 106 West Hatfleld
) Open til 11 p.m. ~ Corner of N. Maln & Maple St. (

Open t 10 p.m. — Corner of Market St. & May Rd., Potsdam
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WATERTOWN—The St. Lawrence-
Eastern Ontario Commission will meet
at 2 p.m. Wednesday, at its fourth floor
headquarters in the State Office
Building here.

Tentative plans call for discussion of
the Independent Cement Corporation’s
proposal for alternative siting of its
planned cement storage and transfer
facility at the Port of Oswego.

The commission will also discuss the
implications of Gov. Hugh Carey’s
recent budget recommendations.

The governor has proposed the
elimination of the local commission and
the assumption of its duties by other
statewide agencies.

In a statement released to the press
last week, chairman of the commission,
former St. Lawrence County legisiator
Ernest LaBaff, has criticized the

Potsdam Man Heads
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Dr. Robert Cotellessa of Potsdam was
installed as Commander and James J.
McDermott, Vice Commander of
Flotilla 1-1, United States Coast Guard
Auxiliary at a Change of Helm Dinner
and Ceremony held at the Village Inn,
Massena, Jan, 19. Division Vice Captain,
Norman C. Swanson of Syracuse con-
ducted the installation ceremony.
Thirty-two members and guests at-
tended. ’

Dr. Cotellessa issued merit awards to
his staff officers for outstanding service
during the past year. Plans were made
for the 13 lesson boating course to begin
on Feb. 25,

Classes will be held each Monday
evening beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Room
311 of the Massena Central High School.
Walter G. Reimer, public education
staff officer for the Flotilla, will head the
Yarious instructors in the safe boating
essons.

Tax Aid For Elderly

Senior citizens can get free income tax
advice through the tax-aide program
sponsored by the local chapter of the
American Association of Retired Per-
sons.

Volunteer counselors trained by the
Internal Revenue Service will have a
desk in the lobby of the St. Lawrence
National Bank in Potsdam and Canton
every Wednesday, from Feb, 6 through
April 9 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 P.m.

Senior citizens who want to take ad-
vantage of the service should bring in
their last return for 1978 and all the
necessary papers for 1979, Those unable
to make it to the bank should call 265-
2846 in the evenings.

OLYMPIC-SIZE DISCOUNTS
ON EVERYTHING YOU NEED

CANTON
University Shopping Ctr.

governor’s decision and called for the
.state legislature to reinstitute funding
for the commission.

“It would be unfortunate for the North
Country if Governmor Carey's recom-
mendation to abolish the St. Lawrence-
Eastern Ontario Commission were
approved,” LaBaff said.

“Hundreds of man-years of research
and planning in support of programs to
enhance the area’s economic and
natural resource base have resulted in
the dynamic . project-oriented
development effort currently being
congucted by the Commission,”’ LaBaff
said.

Projects and programs are carefully
designed to complement, not duplicate,
the work of other agencies.”

Throughout the Commission’s service
area, assistance to local governmental
units would cease if the agency were fo
be abolished, LaBaff said. This
assistance centers around land use
planning, and development of sanitary
codes and other ordinances desired by
local governments as prerequisites to
the development of local coastal
resource management programs. In
addition, technical assistance is

B Off-Track Betting Still An Issue

Sunday, Feb. 10 2-4 p.m.

EVERYONE IS INVITED!
Complimentary Wine and Cheese

For The County

provided to communities in identifying
and planning projects aimed at
stimulating the all-important tourism
industry of Northern New York.

Other commission efforts are aimed
at mitigating the negative impacts of
natural and manmade phenomena along
the shoreline of Lake Ontario and the St.
Lawrence River, LaBaff said.

In St. Lawrence County efforts to
complete the oil spill response model for
the St. Lawrence River could be ter-
minated. The model is being developed
to identify environmentally and
economically sensitive areas along the
river that would receive priority for
protection in the event of another oil
spill, In conjunction with this, efforts to
provide a self-help booklet and
demonstration of methods waterfront
property owners can use to protect
themselves could end, LaBaff main-
tained.

Tourism development and promotion
in connection with the' Seway Trail
program could also terminate.

Development of two tourism centers
would be delayed or terminated without
the assistance provided by the com-
mission. -

Mary Amarel
at the
P_iano -Organ Bar

Tony Maillo V
and his
Strolling Accordian

Live Broadcast
‘with Radio Personality
Gene LaPage

SERVED AT ITS

209 Center St.

NAME THE ROOM CONTEST
Help name our new dining rooms
% Dinner gift certificate to the winners

OUR SUNDAY BUFFET WILL BE |

58 P.M.
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