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Bridge And Port Authority Efforts Rewarded 
The Ogdensburg Bridge and Port 

Authority's past efforts to establish 
tk infrastructure for economic develop-

ment started to pay real dividends in 
1979, according to Board Chairman John 
H. Greene. 

The Bridge and Port Authority 
significantly advanced its economic 
development program during the past 
year, surpassing even its own goals. 

The Third Industrial Shell Building, 
completed during the spring of 1979, was 
fully occupied by the early fall. Mitel, 
Incorporated announced plans for a 

_ major expansion of its Ogdensburg 
W faculty. Two new firms, Tech 5 and 

Harris Technology, located in the 
Authority's Commerce Park. Em­
ployment in Commerce Park rose to 
approximately 190 by the fall of 1979. In 
addition, about 80 percent of the in­
frastructure for the Heavy-Medium 
Industrial Park was completed and 
marketing efforts on its behalf are 
encouraging. 

These achievements would not have 
been possible were it not for the 
cooperation and timely assistance of 

•
local, state and federal agencies. The 
Heavy Industrial Park was funded 
through a $744,000 Economic 
Development Agency grant and a 
$175,000 contribution by the City of 
Ogdensburg. The first phase of the 240-
acre park will be ready for occupancy 
next summer. The Third Industrial 
Building was financed through a con­
sortium of local banks headed by the St. 
Lawrence National and with additional 
funds from the New York Business 
Development Corporation, the County 

A IDA and the Authority. The 15,000 
^ square feet within the Third Building is 

shared among Mitel, Tech-5 and Harris 
Technology. 

With the Oneida National Bank taking 
the lead position, a very attractive 
financing package was structured for 
(he 20,000 square foot expansion. Along 
with the $160,000 Oneida share, the New 
York Business Development Cor­
poration ($80,000), the County IDA 
($45,000) and the Ogdensburg Bridge 
and Port Authority ($75,000) are also . 
participating. The package has been 

• completed by a $268,000 second mor­
tgage loan by the New York Job 
Development Authority., , ' 

Lorcon Proposal 
The Job Development Authority also 

offered loans totaling almost $750,000 to 
the Hand Chemical Division of Lorcon, 
Inc. for a plant location in the 
Authority's Heavy-Medium Industrial 
Park. The firm is currently awaiting the 
announcement of bid awards by the 
federal government before establishing 

_ its Ogdensburg plant. 
W John H. Greene, chairman of the 

Authority Board stated that "...the 
Authority was very fortunate to have 
had the assistance of various groups, 
both public and private, in our 
development efforts. Successful 
economic development can be achieved 
only through hard work and 
cooperation." 

The Authority undertook with the St. 
Lawrence- County Economic 
Development Office an extensive joint 

marketing campaign with missions to 
Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto, 
providing both organizations with some 
significant industrial leads. The N.Y.S. 
Commerce Department and the Private 
Industry Council, together with the 
N.Y.S.. Employment Service were able 
to provide a very attractive job training 
program for Tech 5 and expect to be able 
to do a similar program for Harris 
Technology. 

Authority goals for 1980 include: 
coordination of financing and con­
struction of a Fourth Industrial Shell 
Building; increase employment op-
portunities by locating'one new firm, or 
assisting an existing one to expand 
within the Commerce Park; renew 
marketing efforts for both Commerce & 
the Heavy-Medium Industrial Parks; 
increase the use of the Ports of 
Ogdensburg and Waddington as 
economic development tools. 

With the completion of the Mitel ex­
pansion, the Authority's Commerce 
Park will provide employment for 
almost 300 people after a little more than 
four years of operation. Chairman 
Greene concluded "...increasing area 
employment opportunities remains the 
primary purpose of our development 
efforts. Although the near term 
economy for this nation looks grim, the 
Authority's aggressive marketing 
programs gives us confidence that we 
will be able to achieve success next 
year. Of course St. Joe's interest in our 
Heavy-Medium industrial park is the 
best news of all; the Authority is fully 
committed to this project." 

Port Development 
General and bulk cargo handled 

across the Port of Ogdensburg public 
terminal docks increased in 1979 with 
4,193 tons and 26,202 tons respectively. 
The total marine cargo represents a 9.6 
percent increase over 1978 when 2,146 
tons of general cargo and 25,578 tons of 
bulk cargo were loaded. The Authority 
also performed a transshipment and 
warehousing operation for over 70,000 
tons of cargo in transit. 

A major new cargo was attracted to 
the port in 1979 with 3,472 tons of railroad 
wheel axles imported from France for 
National Railway Utilization Cor­
poration and Berwick Forge in Penn­
sylvania. The Authority continued its 
successful operation handling the DEW 
Lineresupply operation for the U.S. Air 
Force. 

In bulk cargo activities, North 
Country -Aggregages of Gouverneur 
continued to expand its markets by 
shipping 20,909 tons of white marble 
chips to Great Lakes Ports. In addition, 
R.J. Vanderbilt (Gouverneur Talc) 
exported 2,225 tons of wollastonite to the 
Netherlands. Road salt imports totaled 
3,068 tons, a decrease compared to 1978. 

Seven ships were accommodated as 
against eight vessel calls last year. The 
largest ship ever to use the Ogdensburg 
berth, the 700-foot-long "MV Federal St. 
Clair" opened shipping operations the 
earliest ever with an April 10th arrival. 

Port Development efforts continue to 
concentrate on supporting the North 
Country's primarily resource based 
industries. Prospects for handling zinc 

Remington Museum 
Being 'Discovered' 

BY (MRS. R.K.) MILDRED 
DILLENBECK 

Director 
The Remington Art Museum has 

completed a very busy year catering to 
the tourist, changing exhibits, reaching 
out into the educational field and con­
ducting museum tours. 

For the first time during a one-year 
period, the museum's guest register 
lists visitors from all of the 50 states who 
came to observe the world's largest 
single collection of Remingtons, as well 
as many diversified exhibits. Other 
guests, were from 24 foreign countries 
and twelve Canadian Provinces. 

Despite the decline in tourism in 
nearby areas, the museum's over all 
attendance reflected only a 2 percent 
decrease. July and August fell short in 
paid attendance but with extended 
cooperation to educational groups, the 
average attendance was stable. 

The educational tours, locally and 
from the surrounding counties have 
expanded to classes from Brockville and 
Ottawa. The Bixler Tour bus from Ohio 
made regular stops; the Ontario 
Shriners enjoyed their tour as did the 
Onondaga Hills Antique Club of 
Syracuse, which came especially to 
view the museum's antiques. Some of 
the other tours included the Urban 
Development Corporation, retired 
teachers association, U.S. Navy tours 
and directors of noted Western Art 
Museums. 

The museum was featured on the TV 
program "Sounding Board" with views 
of the museum and interviews with vice-
chairman of the board of trustees, Ed 
Clarke and museum Director Mrs. 
Dillenbeck. The director also par­
ticipated in WSLB's Feedback program. 
For tourist exposure, brochures and 
posters were placed in business 
establishments thru out the Thousand 
Island-Seaway area, Adirondack-
Olympic and Vermont areas. Museum 
ads appeared in the vacation sections of 
many magazines and newspapers, in­
cluding national publications, with a 
feature article jn the New York Times. 

Letters and phone calls are regularly 
received regarding the authenticity of a 
painting or a bronze; many prospective 
buyers or owners with Remington item 
in hand come to the museum for an 
opinion. Some of the publishing firms 
which the museum worked with in 
reproducing Remington pictures were 
"Reader's Digest," "Esquire," 
"Historical Times," "Time-Life," 
"Grolier's," "Litton Educational," 
"Silver Burdett" and "Panarizon 
Publishing." 

The director worked with college 
students who were doing independent 
study on Remington or museum 
procedures. Classes from St. Lawrence 
University and Potsdam State were 
given tours with a question and answer 

segment. Laura Chodas, New York 
State Regent viewed .the collection. 
Plans are progressing to present a pilot 
program offering a school credit course 
on Remington commencing with the 1980 
fall term. 

New Purchases 
The museum board can proudly an­

nounce that during 1979 three 
Remington originals were purchased by 
the museum and added to the collection. 
"Arab Method of picking a Horse," a 
black and white wash drawing, was the 
first to be acquired. The large drawing 
illustrated the story "An Arabian Day 
and Night" by Poultney Bigelow ap­
pearing in Harper's Monthly, December 
1894. 

The second addition was a pen and ink 
drawing from the story "Hunting the 
Prong-Horn Antelope in California" 
entitled "Antelope Killing A Rattler" 
and was reproduced in Harper's 
Weekly, February 2nd, 1899. 

To complete the museum's collection 
of art in all mediums in which 
Remington worked, a large colorful 
pastel drawing, "A Grey Day At 
Ralphs" was acquired. 

The Remington Art Museum joined 
fifty museums to celebrate the arts in 
New York State with an exhibition en­
titled "Treasure House: Museums of the 
Empire State." The show opened at the 
Roberson Center for the Arts in 
Binghamton in July where Remington's 
colorful watercolor "Mexican 
Lieutenant" was displayed. In October, 
the exhibition was moved to the New 
York State Museum in Albany where the 
art will be displayed until February. 
Two of the young lieutenants with whom 
Remington rode were West Pointers-
Edward Casey, USMA, Class of 1873 and 
Powhatan Clarke, USMA, Class of 1884. 
Thus, it was very appropriate to loan a 
painting of each for the West Point show 
"Frederic Remington: The Soldier 
Artist." 

Presently on loan to the New Orleans 
Museum of Art, Louisiana, are four 
horse study paintings for an exhibition 
of paintings and sculptures by Frederic 
Remington and Charles M. Russell. 

Open Houses Held 
The museum hosted four open houses 

during 1979. During a special ceremony 
on March 4th, the Museum's newest 
acquisition, a Remington original 
watercolor, "Arab Method of Picketing 
A Horse" was dedicated to the late John 
Gabrial Ward. Mr. Ward, retired bank 
president, was president of the 
museum's board of trustee's for ten 
years. Featuring a loan exhibit of 
Winold Reiss' Blackfoot and Blood In­
dian paintings, an open house was held 
as a kick off to the museum's summer 
hours of being open seven days a week. 

The American Indian exhibit of thirty 
bold, brilliantly colored individuals with 
carefully molded faces and hands 

CITY'S PORT — General and bulk cargo received at the 
Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority's port increased in 1979. 
The Authority looks for improvements at the port in 1980 to 

expand its utilization and realize its full potential. (Commerce 
Department Photo) 

concentrated, ilmenite, and forest 
products are being pursued with sub­
stantial increases expected in dolomite 
and wollastonite shipments. Increased 
focus on national defense posture is 
expected to generate increased DEW 
cargo and support activities for ex­
pansion at Fort Drum. 

A special Authority goal for 1980 is the 
expansion of its land-based bulk cargo 
facilities including development of a 
specialized berth. The ability to use the 
single deep-draft berthfor both general 
and bulk cargoes has been exhausted. 
Further expansion is needed forthe Port 
of Ogdensburg to reach its full potential. 
A major and satisfying achievement 

in 1979 was the widespread support and 
apparent Civil Aeronautics Board 
selection of Air North to provide service 
on the Massena-Ogdensburg-
Watertown-Syracuse route structure. 
Air North has committed to serve 
Ogdensburg with 30 passenger Shorts 
SD3-30 aircraft. This aircraft, currently 
scheduled on the early morning 
departure and late evening return, of 
fers essential amenities such as seating 
and head room, lavatory and stewardess 

service. Most importantly the Shorts 
SD3-30 aircraft provides increased 
capacity on the heavily used schedules. 

Another major development at the 
airport include the FAA's supplemental 
grant of $75,000 to expand runway clear 
zones. The FAA also approved site 
development for T-Hangar construction. 
In addition, a coordinated plan to 
establish a stronger fixed base operation 
and establish a corporate aircraft 
maintenance facility was progressed. 

Passenger loadings increased with Air 
North boarding 4,206 outbound 
passengers and carrying 3,725 
passengers to Ogdensburg during 1979. 
As a point-of-entry, U.S. Customs 
cleared 316 private planes' carrying a 
total of 848 people on board. 

International Bridge 
Despite a substantial decrease in 

summer tourist travel, the Ogdensburg-
Prescott International Bridge ac­
commodated 366,663 revenue crossing 
versus 388,148 crossings in 1978. This 
decrease is directly attributed to 
reductions in summer passenger car 
activity. Bridge Toll Revenue, however, 
increased by $25,747 to a total of $572,828. 

The Arab Way Of Picketing A Horse 
remained on display until October 1. To 
commemorate the 118th birthday of the 
Western Artist, Frederic Remington, a 
new exhibit was unveiled at the birthday 
celebration October 4th. Area artists, all 
of whom are affiliated with the Canton 
Gallery in Canton displayed many 
mediums of art including watercolor, 
photography, lace, batik, pottery, et­
chings and silver jewelry. 

To illustrate the artistic talents of 
cabinetmaker and craftsman, Thomas 
Duffy of Ogdensburg, an open house was 
held in December. The uniquely 
designed and crafted pieces vary in size 

from a seven inch bowl to a ten foot 
breakfront. 

The past 10 years have been very 
progressive and busy ones with many 
new areas being opened to the public, 
such as the re-creation of Remington's 
last studio and bed-sitting room, Caten 
and Rosseel Galleries, third floor 
Wilhelm-Americana and Victorian 
display, and the new wing, Addie Priest 
Newell Galleries. 

In the spring of 1979, a National Ad­
visory Board was created and later in 
the year a new Remington Commission 
was formed. 

Alcoa Remains Strong 
MASSENA—Increased production, 

shipments, and profits characterize 1979 
for Alcoa's Massena Operations, ac­
cording to J. Reid Clark, operations 
manager. 

"Massena's good performance 
matched the corporation's overall 
success in 1979," Clark noted. 

Strong demand in the packaging and 
container, aerospace and electrical 
markets, as well as high demand for 
alumina chemicals is credited for 
Alcoa's performance in 1979. 

Massena Operations is the region's 
largest employer and now employs 2,410 
men and women in operating, 
engineering, and administrative func­
tions in smelting, fabricating and re­
search. 

Additional jobs, plus substantial pay 
increases during the year increased the 
plant payroll by some $9,000,000 to more 
than $58,000,000. Employee benefits cost 
approximately $19,600,000, nearly 
$1,300,000 more than in 1978. 

"Alcoa has invested heavily in 
Massena Operations over the past two 
years for capital improvements in our 
smelting and mill products divisions. 
Our wire, rod andlbar modernization 
project will be complete in March. 
We're looking forward to generating 
more capital for the corporation from 
that operation," said Clark. 

This modernization project has 
centralized the plant's wire, rodand bar 
production facilities under one building. 

complex. This streamlining has sim­
plified product flows, improved 
utilization of support operations, 
reduced fixed costs, and lowered energy 
consumption. 

Clark stated that Alcoa and Massena 
Operations are "right on target" in 
complying with the aluminum in­
dustry's pledge to reduce energy con­
sumption per pound of aluminum 
produced by another 10 percent by 1985. 
This is in addition to the 10 percent 
already achieved, using 1972 as a base. 

Since Alcoa began to produce 
aluminum in Massena in 1903, more than 
10.32 billion pounds of aluminum have 
been produced. People serving the 
company 25 years or more number 3318. 
Of the current employment, there are 
nearly 875 who are active employees and 
members of the 25-Year Club. 

Electrical power, transportation, and 
other goods and services purchased 
from St. Lawrence Valley and area 
suppliers amounted to $46,925,000 in 
1979. 

Local taxes in 1979 amounted to ap­
proximately $975,000. 

Alcoa Foundation in 1979 allocated 
nearly $65,000 for community programs 
in the North Country. This includes half 
of an $85,000 grant to the Massena Me­
morial Hospital for an intensive care 
unit as well as grants to civic and 
cultural organizations. 

The Foundation also awarded nearly 
$80,000 in 1979 for educational grants. 

This gain results from stronger com­
mercial usage and the full year's impact 
of the revised toll schedule. 

Both New York State Department of 
Transportation and the Authority's 
engineering consultant, Modjeski & 
Masters completed detailed inspections 
of the bridge structure. The near-20 year 
old bridge was determined to be in 
excellent maintenance condition. 

Railroads 
The National Railway Utilization 

Corporation, lessee operator of the 
Authority's Ogdensburg-Norwood-
Waddington railroad lines, continued its 
commitment to develop and improve 
operations. Boxcar assembly and repair 
facilities were added to its TOFC-COFC 
intermodal facilities. Unfortunately 
economic conditions and car utilization 
policies have forced employee reduc­
tions and brought many of the "St. 
Lawrence" boxcars home. Efforts to 
return the boxcars to service and 
diversity its car building and repair 
operations are expected to produce a 
turn-around in early 1980. 

Chairman Greene commended the 
Authority Board for its diligence and 

commitments to the agency's affairs. 
He noted the board, unlike other com­
mission members, receive no com­
pensation other than actual expenses. In 
addition to Chairman John H. Greene of 
Norfolk, the Board includes Vice 
Chairman George B. Looney of 
Ogdensburg, Treasurer Edward J. 
Thompson Jr. of Lisbon, and Secretary 
(Rev. Msgr.) Robert J. Giroux of 
Ogdensburg. Potential members 
Patrick J. Hackett and Vernon "Sam" 
Burns also of Ogdensburg, whose ap­
pointments are pending Senate con­
firmation, also have taken an active 
participation role. 

Chairman Greene concluded that the 
Authority Board views 1979 with a great 
deal of pride and satisfaction in the 
agency's accomplishments. He noted 
the long years of preparing in­
frastructure and industrial parks are 
now starting to pay dividends as 
evidenced by the three fully occupied 
industrial buildings, Mitel's expansion 
and the strong interest in the heavy 
industrial park. Year 1980 is viewed with 
enthusiasm and a promise of more hard 
work and results. 

Potsdam Paper Corp. 
Finds Opportunities 

BY BETSY BAKER 
POTSDAM — "We see a lot of op­

portunity right here in St. Lawrence 
County," stated Malcolm Preston, vice-
president of Finance for Potsdam Paper 
Corporation. 

Opportunity brought the corporate 
officials of Potsdam Paper to St. 
Lawrence County 2% years ago—the 
opportunity to purchas.e the idled 
Nekoosa Edwards paper mill in 
Unionville. Opened in August of 1977, 
Potsdam Paper employs 150 workers 
and produces some 42,000 tons of paper 
per year. 

In 1979 Potsdam Paper had the op­
portunity to purchase another idled 
plant, the former Diamond In­
ternational plant in Ogdensburg. 
Renovations are presently underway at 
the Ogdensburg facility, which is ex­
pected to open in February of this year 
as St. Lawrence Pulp and Paper. 

A third firm, Seaway Valley Travel, 
Inc. was created in August, 1979 to 
provide a.ir taxi and charter service for 
Potsdam Paper officials and customers; 

, the air taxi operates three days a week 
and is used by area businesses, colleges 
and private individuals as well as the 
paper company. 

Three men head Potsdam Paper; they 
are the firm's major stockholders. 
Harry N. Walters is president of Pot­
sdam Paper; Wilbur Krueger is 
president of St. Lawrence Pulp and 
Paper; Malcolm Preston is president of 
Seaway Valley Travel. 

According to Preston, 1980 should be 
another good year for Potsdam Paper. 
"The paper industry has been generally 
stronger than the economy," he stated, 
noting that the firm "has not seen any 
slackening in our business." 

Preston predicted that, for the first 
quarter of 1980, the business will con­
tinue to be strong. 

Located on the banks of the Racquette 
River in Unionville, between Potsdam 
and Norwood, Potsdam Paper produces 
fine grade printing, wrapping and 
packaging paper. The firm buys plup 
and converts it into paper, which is then 
sold in rolls to firms in cities along the 
eastern seaboard and in the midwest. 
Some paper is exported to 'South 
America, some is shipped to Florida and 
California. 

Expansion Eyed 
Presently the firm has two paper-

making machines, and Preston said 
they are looking for a third machine. 
Company officials are hopeful they will 
soon find a used machine of the right 
size; Preston estimated that between 50 
and 60 employees could be added to the 
Unionville plant once the third machine 
is in use. 

Potsdam Paper now employs 150 
workers, with an annual payroll of $2.5 
million. 

1980 should also see the completion of 
renovations to the firm's hydroelectric 
plant in Hewittville. 

Preston said the firm has purchased 
two used turbine units for the 
hydroelectric plant, and he said that 
structural work is now underway at the 
site before the turbines are installed. 

Approximately 80 percent of Potsdam 
Paper's power needs should be met 
through the use of hydroelectric power, 
Preston said. In addition, the firm has 
made an agreement with Niagara 
Mohawk to sell power to the utility 
during periods when the paper mill is 
not operating. 

When renovations to the Ogdensburg 
facility are completed and St. Lawrence 
Pulp and Paper is producing pulp, 
Potsdam Paper expects to buy about 40 
percent of the pulp produced for use in 
its paper making operations at the 
Unionville plant. 

"We feel the pulp produced will be 
highly competitive in price to the pulp 
we now buy elsewhere," Preston said, 
noting that Potsdam Paper presently 
buys pulp from various sources in the 
U.S. and Canada. 

Some of the problems caused by lack 
of regular air service in the North 
Country have been eased for Potsdam 
Paper by the creation of Seaway Valley 
Travel, Inc. 

Air Taxi 
hi the four months the air taxi and 

charter service has been in existence, 
the volume of business has grown, ac­
cording to Preston, who heads Seaway 
Travel. Nearly 100 passengers used the 
service in December, and Preston said 
that private individuals and 
representatives from other area 
businesses and colleges also use the 
service. 

"If the volume of business continues 
we'll continue the service. It helps us 
too," Preston noted. 

Potsdam Paper ships its products by 
truck and by rail, and Preston said that 
recent layoffs at the National Railway 
Utilization Corporation's Norfolk plant 
have not forced a change to all truck 
shopping at this time. 

"ConRail has been supplying us with 
boxcars," Preston noted, "ana thus far 
we have not had to convert any of our 
rail shipments to truck." 

When Potsdam Paper opened in 
August of 1977 there appeared to be a 
"real shortage" of boxcars, but at 
present that shortage has turned into a 
surplus, Preston said. 

For Walters, Krueger and Preston, 
the decision to locate their business in 
St. Lawrence County would appear to 
have been a successful one. Preston said 
the firm's officials are pleased with the 
progress that has been made in the past 
two years, and, he noted, "We plan to 
stay right here." 


