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Patchwork: West Potsdam Area News 
BY MARY ANN MILLER 

265-6708 
We have come out of the record-

breaking deep freeze and most of us will 
have had something broken or frozen to 
remember. For the past two days we 
have had temperatures in the high 40s.. 
It's strange to see people with no hat, no 
gloves and even no jacket. It's like 
spring. 

Robins 
The thing that made this day most 

exciting for me was my trip into town. I 
passed two big flocks of robins along the 
side of the road. I have never seen so 
many robins this early. I returned home 
and went straight to the phone to call 
Ruth Weaver. Ruth had told me before 
that both Ed and her parents had an 
expression used when robins are seen 
early. "Robin in March-sooner see the 
devil," was the old saying. Ruth won­
ders what it means when one sees them 
in February. 

4-H Meeting 
Jackie Swingle has held the first of­

ficial meeting of her 4-H group. The 
meeting was held at the firemen's hall 
on Wednesday afternoon. The previous 
4-H club was known as Trout Brook 4-H 
club. The new group has 18 members 
present. A new name was selected. The 
new name suggested by Melissa Swingle 
is West Potsdam Agri-neers 4-H Club. 
Officers for the club were elected. The 
new officers are president, Melissa 
Swingle; vice-president Jackie Swingle; 
secretary, Mike Webster; treasurer, 
Jeff Mason; recreation and song leader, 
Tommy Butterfield; and the news 
reporter is Steve Talcott. 

Following elections the project books 
were passed out and the group broke 
into three groups. The general group 
included the miscellaneous projects, the 
second group was wildlife habitat and 
will be taught by junior leader Chipper 
Gray. They will do such things as make 
plaster casts of animal tracks for 
identification. Another group, electrical 
fundamentals will be taught by Carol 
Swingle. The woodworking group is still 
getting organized, but a tool box will be 
made for starters. 

Called Betty Grant who is on vacation. 
She teaches in the Canton school system. 
This week both Canton and Potsdam 
school systems have a week of vacation. 
Betty has been doing some sewing. They 
celebrated Brad's birthday on Valen­
tine's day with a family party. Greg and 
Sue Blanchard and Amy and the 
children all had dinner witn the Grants 
that night. 

I asked Betty if she has heard from 
her parents, Liz and Ray Cutler who 
spent their winters in Largo, Fla. Betty 
said they have just bought a bigger 
mobile home and are getting settled.' 
They are still in the Yankee Traveler 
Park. 

The most exciting thing for Betty was 
the bowling team results of the recent 
tournament of the Potsdam Womens 
Bowling Association, which was held at 
Market Lanes last week. Betty's team, 
Grants Farm Supply, consists of Pat 
Ward, Shirley Lumley, Pat Berger, and 
Barbara Burdick. There were three 

Beginners 
ONEY, TINA LOUISE born Feb. 12, 

1979 to Donald Wayne and Mary 
Elizabeth Corbett Oney, P.O. Box 96, 
West Stockholm, N.Y. 

TAYLOR, KENNETH CARL bom 
Feb. 12,1979 to Carl Kenneth and Nancy 
Jean Robertson Taylor, Elm Street, 
Madrid, N.Y. 

JENISON, LEE THOMAS, born Feb. 
13,1979 to Thomas Lee and Elizabeth Jo 
Powzyk. Jenison, 11 Judson Street, 
Canton, N.Y. 

ROSENBARKER, LUKE ALLEN, 
born February 13, 1979 to Guy William 
and Beth Ellen Taylor Rosenbarker, 
Star Route, Potsdam, N.Y. 

DAVEY, ANN TYO, born February 
13,1979 to Carl Reginald and Bonnie Ann 
Tyo Dave'y, Route 1, Norwood, N.Y. 

SAMMARCO, DUSTIN PAUL, bom 
February 14, 1979 to Paul William and 
Jean Sogioka Sammarco, Box 119, Route 
1, Norwood, N.Y. 

FITZSIMONS, SEAN G., born Feb. 23, 
1979 in Alice Hyde Hospital, Malone to 
Joseph and Jutta G. Fitzsimons, Pine 
St., Potsdam, N.Y. 

KNODLE, ALISIA LOUISE, born 
Feb. 14, 1979 in Alice Hyde Hospital, 
Malone, to Stephen and Priscilla 
Knodle, 2 Grant St., Potsdam, N.Y. 

Sewing Class For Adults 

"Super Techniques for Simplified 
Sewing" for adults will be held at Pot­
sdam Central High School on Leroy 
Street beginning March 6. Pre-
registration is necessary. Phone 265-7609 
for more information. 

CARL SEYMOUR 
Licensed Funeral Director 

Seymour 
F M E M L HOME, MO. 

areas one could enter, team, doubles 
and singles. The team entered all three 
groups and came out in 12th spot for 
team placing, there were about 50 teams 
entered. Shirley Lumley and Betty 
entered the doubles and took first place, 
and Pat Ward took first place in the 
singles. All team members are from 
West Potsdam area. 

Sick List 
This time of year has many with 

illnesses. Those I have heard about 
include Andy Sanford and Denise Zevos, 
both recovering from pneumonia. 
Marjorie Fridel has the flu. 

With our nice thaw comes slippery 
parking lots and huge puddles and that 
means one thing especially for Bill 
Grant and Spencer Blanchard. Get a 
load of sand and keep the parking lot in 
good shape at the Hall. 

A big happy birthday to Greg Blan­
chard. Would anyone believe he is now 
13 years old? Greg still sports his many 
freckles and sparkly eyes with bashful 
smile. There is no one in the area that 
doesn't know him and he's making us all 
feel a bit older on his 13th birthday. Amy 
Blanchard had the birthday party with 
Dad Spencer and Sue and Marjorie 
Fridel. 

Spencer Blanchard and Sue had a fun 
but cold weekend. They were guests of 
Bill and Alice Perry at the Stoney Brook 
Club in Parishville. The occasion was 
"Winter Weekend" at the club. 
Snowmobiling was the main activity. A 
covered dish dinner and dance was held 
at the center camp in the evening. And it 
was cold-Sue said it was 40 below when 
they woke up Sunday morning. 

Talked with Barbara Emerson. 
Haven't seen her in awhile. Barb has 
good and bad news. The good news, The 
first grandchild is due anyday now. And 
the bad news-Barbara will most likely 
make another trip to the hospital. Good 
luck on both, Barb..' 

Received a card fromMargaret and 
Lee Pierce. I think we get her message, 
"Florida is great!" 

Pat Ward has her seeds ordered and 
the order has arrived. Pat has been 

.reading up on growing plants under 
'lights and is experimenting with a few 
now. She has dahlias up already for 
instance. We got to chatting and it gave 
me a change to mention another pet 
peeve of mine. The fact that we have to 
pay tax on seeds. That bugs me. 

Pat said that Jack has the cast off his 

finger. (The one the cow stepped on and 
crushed). The finger still needs more 
therapy, but life is much better for Jack 
with no cast on. 

A name we haven't heard lately-
Stewart and Sally Talcott. Somehow our 
phones connected. The latest Talcott 
activities include daughter Nancy being 
in the recent ice show with Sally helping 
with wardrobe. The Talcotts spent the 
weekend in a suburb of Ottawa. The cold 
put a bit of a damper on some activities 
planned, however it was a good 
weekend. Stewart coaches a team in the 
Potsdam Junior Hockey Program. Son 
Steve plays defense for one of the C 
teams. The weekend had a group of 
Potsdam teams traveling to play local 
teams there. Local families played hosts 
to the guests by opening their homes to 
the teams for overnight. Sounded like a 

nice weekend for all despite the cold. 

Shirley Lumley shoold be home from 
the Potsdam Hospital by the time this is 
read. Shirley underwent surgery. 

Stopped at Charles Penrose's 
bookshop, "Cabin in the Pines." I took 
daughter Mary Kathryn. Charles now 
has many more books added to his shop. 
We came home with a copy of "The 
Day's Work" by Rudyard Kipling, a 
Spanish-English dictonary, and '"the 
Joy of Trivia" by Bernie Smith. Started 
the trivia book first and it is full of fun 
things. I liked the part on breads. Did 
you know Alexander the Great made all 
his soldiers shave so the enemy couldn't 
grab them by the beard and skewer 
them with their swords? 

* 
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