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Editorials

and

Writer ‘amazed’ at traffic tie-ups

Dear Editor:

I am a resident of the village of
Norwood, My husband is a professional
in town. I am amazed at the current
construction occurring in the Town of
Potsdam. Last Friday, Leroy Street was

to Canton (from Spring Street in Nor-
wood, through Slab City and West
Potsdam to Route 11 near Canton.) If
these back roads were improved and
clearer signs gosted, theg could cer-
tainly relieve the Market Street traffic
problem, Another possibitlgéy is widening

or no zoning restrictions, What a prime
spot for a few shopping centers.

I wonder how many residents are
aware that this proposed four lane high-
way, designed to relieve one problem
will also create many more. People wi
be cut off from vital services on the
other side of the highway. Access roads
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blocked off at the same time that Market the existing bridge in Potsdam on Route ot be constructed into town,
Street was more congested than I have 11 near White's. I am not a h hwa‘)i' :,v:&t}}g;eﬁ:gther tratfic chaos for a few
ever seen it. Isn't it remarkable that planner, but I am an interested an 'And. of course, how many
Leroy and Market Streets were closed concerned citizen. I have seen tco many ﬂea;:ésses (including the Potsdam Co- ,” .
off simultaneously? This would be a bypass .roads destroy theinner core and u§3 5588 spi6 will have to relocate? I -
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raffic “probleme. (We ‘need only to But \f his road i8 bult as planned, their ~sportation wtll}] ’;f,,t ;‘ﬁﬁ;‘;‘ﬂ;&hﬁ’:’,
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students go back to school the effect is that parties for handicapped youngsters, and Alternate Relief Route C? Certainly customers away from the chain of this question }:ind“ tggllslag d : olx"uanc
i i i there is heavy traffic from Canton to discount and department store malls hearing to decide if | ) ly
they disappear from view. They vacate parks groups donate themselves to entertain Head (pote ¥ "E0VY, G w YBlt there are along bypass 567. The proposed Alter- route, s the x;ltfmat;}n; ght:gaﬂ: people L
and porches and backyard pools and head for Start children at parties in fraternity houses. other possible routes and alternatives. nate Relief Route C terminates on Route  want for the future . 3 —
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school, this is where they go. They are groups to help in outfitting a better senior . *
everywhere, carry books, riding bicycles, citizen facility here. SLEO re ort ta kes m 'd d Ie a p proac h
riding buses, and lounging on porches and in The list can continue for a long space, but we ' ,
parks. hope you get the idea. : “major economic benefits have yet to be
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For example, last year student volunteers M v Al Adiron Mo S In have ‘‘unilaterally indulged them- negative impact’ on coastal areas  With the possibility of more nuclear fi%(‘:ency
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ok retirements, social security, and other age D 1 ) 0 de y has bee .
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. . . i been the degradation of resources..” sequences of these materials. PCB's, the  There is no question, it states, that ing b
Milon serves as a good example that a person
Sororities and fraternities and other A . But when deciding the priorities report points out, “are known to have nmor thermal discharges increase the through
students regularly give their time and effort to need not be forced into retirement when he or between development and conservation harmful effects on humans.” ace water temperature. The report “Heal

young children in the community. The Easter
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she is still capable of working. _

Milon became a used car salesman in 1960
and has spent the last 17 years with Gordon
Theisen at Adirondack. He told a Courier and
Freeman interviewer that “I enjoy working
here for Gordon, I like to keep moving.”

He also told our interviewer that he will
continue to keep working.

Adirondack Autos is sponsoring a birthday
party for him on Wednesday at the showroom
on Maple Street in Potsdam.

A party for one man who decided that life
didn’t end at 65.
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# Letters policy ¢

Lue to the overwneiming response
we have gotten to our letters to the
editor section of the Courier and
Freeman, we have been forced to
ask that those whe. write observe
some guidelines.

Letters which are accepted for
publication must be signed and
include telephone number of the
author if applicable.

Further, while no letters to the
editor will be edited, we must ask
that letters be limited to a maximum
of 450 words or about two typewrit-
ten double spaced pages. !
’ Letters of greater length will be |

returned to the author for editing,
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it takes the middle ground.

On the one hand the report says the
possibility of nuclear power in the region
“raises serious questions.” Yet on the
other it suggests that locally-generated
power would be ‘“‘the area’s most im-
portant industrial location advantage.”

The conciliatory stance is best ex-
pressed in the study’s summary. There
it points out that several interests, from
international shipping to ‘‘bird wat-
ching,” compete along the shoreline,

Says the report, “‘the best use of the
area and its resources means many
things to many people. Therefore, it is
essential that any proposal to develop
and yet protect the area’s resources
provide for an equitable apportionment
of benefits among a host o legitimate
competing interests.”

The rego‘rt outlines several dangers to
or possible pressures on the shoreline

' environment. While it also analyzes the

impact of two ports, examines the
economic base of the area, and ad-
dresses questions of local zoning, this
analysis deals with the study’s pin
pointing of the environmental pressures.

First of these is shoreline subdivision,
Others are introduction of toxic sub-
stances like PCB'’s; the Seaway itself,
with its resultant oil spills; municipal,
industrial and agricultural runoff; and
the possibility of new power generating
plants.

Asks support for
mental health drive

Dear Editor:

Today we know that mental illness can
be prevented in many cases. We can do
this through education, especially of
parents, and by learning to cope with
stress. There is a group of citizens, like
ourselves, trying to see that this hap-
pens-The Mental Health Association,

During September, Mental Health
Month, your neighbor will be coming to
your door to collect for mental health, I
urge you to give generously.

The Mental Health Association needs
your support because

mental illness can be cured

the cycle of child abuse can be stopped

education of parents can prevent some
emotional problems in children.
hYoul‘ support is needed to accomplish
this.

The Seaway

One of the most importance changes
wrought upon the St. Lawrence River
was of course the St. Lawrence Seaway
navigation and power project.

The report states this has “con
tributed to the degradation of the areas
w?ter retsiotlxurces.t‘h ot

n particular, the re says, ma
oil spills and illegal bilge pumping are
periodically ‘‘placing the area’s
economy and environment under stress
and have damaged the area’s natural
resource base.” '

And an extended navigation season
will ‘“‘appreciably’’ increase the
potential for further degradation,

The report is not glowing in its:
description of the local economic
benefits attendant upon the building of
the Seaway.

While it has produced ‘‘some’’
economic stimulus and employment in
the St. Lawrence Valley, the report says
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admits that ‘“resulting changes in
bitat condjtions do affect local aquatic
nt life,”” but says “their significance'
or the lake’s ecosystem has not been
established.”

An increase in temperature of .28
degrees Farhrenheit has been predicted
for the year 2,000 for the eastern end of
Lake Ontario from existing and
ﬂroposed power plants. “These findings,

E gt':l?ijrecti dr.:)b r;ot seeﬂx:x to suggest a
8 icant problem,” the reports says.

Regarding nuclear waste products,
the report says studies have shown
“elevated levels’” of radiomuclides in
aquatic plants three miles downdrift
from Nine Mile Point at Oswego, but
none have been reported accumulating
up the food chain.

“Practical experience in this matter,”
the commission suggests, “‘has perha;ln
been . too brief to permit reliable
estimates of long-term impacts on the
aquatic econolgy of the area.”
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4-H MEMBERS all over the arca entered their projects in the Gouverneui-St.
Lawrence County Fair. The Handy Helpers group won a total of eighty-three ribbons
for their crafts, sewing, baking and canning. Shown above from left are Mary Anne
McKenna, Karen McKenna, Kelly Burcume, Lisa Rockefeller and Brenda KilKenny.
Others who won ribbons are: Carol Narrow, five blue, eight red; Renee Stevens, four

Very truly yours
Hilda L. Champney
Mental Health Chairperson

Writer is ‘shocked’

red; Kim Wing, 1 blue, three red; Melinda LaVac, one red; Tammy Perry, one blue, -
D Editor: six red, two white; Maureen McKenna, one blue; Barbara Graviin, two blue, two ' !
‘ia'il ' dorih assing that the Do Ted: Tammy Rockefeller, eleven blue, eight red, one white; Lisa Rockefeller, nine
Potsd:?n by ;ﬁass plan has been ap- tbl“e‘;lelghtn l’ed;‘I l(eléll Burcume, one blue, two red, two white; Mary Anne McKenna A
roved by the County Planning Board p‘l::to)tle' renda KilKenny, two blue; and Karen McKenna, one blue. (Dawn Vick ',%
ast Thursday evening. Like many R
citizens 1 thought it was a dead issue. f
There was little if any advance warning i

to concerned citizens that the decision
was going to be made for us at a regular
meeting of the Planning Board.

It shocks me that the village isn’t
holding another public hearing to allow
we folks tohave our say. As I remember
it was made clear at the last public
hearing that the citizens of Potsdam feel
the plan will hinder Potsdam. Surely
there are good common sense solutions,
For one, widening the existing bridge.

I sincerely hope this will not be one
more case of the citizens concerns _bemg
overlooked by government agencies.

Diana Douglas
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MIKE BILLINGTON, Managing Editor
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the ribbon cutting was village administrator Sanford Dewey
and trustees Norma Thayer and John Chapple. A large crowd
of more than 100 people watched as Garner cut the ribbon.
( Mlke Killington Photo)

MAYOR RUTH Garner cuts the ribbon while owners Joe
Dwyer and Charles Trippany look on as the Super Duper
Market reopened its doors on Sunday. The new store is
located on Elm Street in the old Big M location. Also attending
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