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ourier l^ommentd
"Give Them Light With Which To See And Stimulus To Reflect"

Don't Blame Rocky
The voters of St. Lawrence County who pay taxes have been horrified

by the news the last two weeks of the cost of Medicaid in St. Lawrence
County. The proposed Welfare Department budget for 1968 in this county
is $11,422,550. Of this enormous amount $6,250,000 is for Medicaid. Under
Medicaid 70 percent of the 111,239 persons in this county or 78,000 are
eligible for Medicaid. That is seven out of 10 of all men, women and chil-
dren in this county. They are all eligible for complete medical, surgical,
dental, hospital care at the expense of the taxpayers.

In 1967 the total welfare budget in this county was $8,217,330. The
budget for 1968 is up $3,205,220. And one fourth of this total cost has to
be paid by St. Lawrence County taxpayers. The other three fourths is paid
by the Federal and State governments, which means the taxpayers too,
and St. Lawrence County taxpayers pay their share of this.

Gov. Rockefeller is unjustly blamed for Medicaid and this unbearable
cost to St. Lawrence County and every county in the state. It it little real-
ized that prior to the Medicaid legislation all hospial bills were paid for
families of four with an income of less than $5,400 (on their application)
while hospital and medical bills were paid for families of four with an in-
come under $4,400 (on their application).

The Federal government demanded that New York State enact a new
medical aid bill to bring it in line with Federal requirements and standards
or the government said it would discontinue all aid to New York State and
its counties. The Democrats who controlled the Assembly insisted through
Speaker Travia — with the open backing of Sen. Kennedy — that benefits
should be available to families of four with an income of $6,700. Gov.
Rockefeller proposed, on the basis of recommendation by the State Board
of Social Welfare, that the limit should be $5,700.

With Hie Democrats controlling one house and insisting on the high-
er limit, a compromise had to be made in order to get any bill passed —
since if no bill was passed the State and counties would have lost all Fed-
eral aid from existing programs. The compromise was reached at $6,000.

• # #
Much of the difficulty is related to a little known requirement of the

Federal law — namely, that there must be a statewide standard of fiscal
eligibility rather than one tailored to the economics of an area. This being
so, the eligibility standard must be fixed at a level appropriate for the
highest cost of living level in the state — which is New York City and the
surrounding suburbs. A family income of $6,000 for a family of four in the
latter area would be about a subsistence level in view of the high cost of
food, fuel, clothes, shelter, everything. However, in St. Lawrence County
and rural and lesser populated counties like it a $6,000 income for a family
oi four is much more meaningful in terms of purchasing power. It is well
above the average income in the county. However, the Federal law requires
a statewide standard.

Last year Sen. Javits introduced a bill in Washington which would
amend the basic Federal legislation to permit flexible fiscal standards, or
income standards for eligibility for Medicaid, related to the particular
area of the State. However, he has not been able to move it to passage, or
even get out of committee.

• * •
Gov. Rockefeller asked for and got a Joint Legislative Committee to

review the operation of the Medicaid statute in this State. This committee
will doubtlessly come up with recommendations for legislation at the 1968
session. However, it must be remembered that we are unfortunately still
faced with a situation where we have the Assembly under Democratic con-
trol and consequently no change can be accomplished without their ap-
proval.

It is the Democrats who proposed that every family with an income of
$6,700 or below should be available for benefits. Gov. Rockefeller proposed
that the limit should be $5,700. He has backed Sen. Javits in his attempts
to get Congress to pass a law which would permit New York State to set a
standard of income eligibility tailored to the economics of the area instead
of on a statewide standard, If this were accomplished the standard of eli-
gibility in St. Lawrence County would certainly be lower than $6,000
which was set by New York City and its suburbs.

• # *

We admit that Medicaid as it is now set up is a monster which may
well bankrupt the county and the State. But let's be fair about it. Let's
realize that Gov. Rockefeller did not write this law, did not want the in-
come standard of eligibility nearly as high as it is now, is in favor of a
standard of eligibility which is based on the economics of the different
areas of the State. The Democrats who control Congress and who control
the Assembly in Albany — and they alone — are responsible for the law
as it is today — and the crisis it has forced on St. Lawrence County — not
Gov. Rockefeller. (FRL)

Favors Retention of Blaine Amendment

Uniform Holidays
Thfe idea of uniform Monday holidays is drawing rather widespread

support, for many people feel that the innovation would be beneficial to
employers, employees, and the public generally.

A Senate bill provides that Memorial Day would be observed on the
last Monday in May; Independence Day on the first Monday in July; Vet-
erans Day on the last Monday in October; and Thanksgiving Day on the
fourth Monday in November. In addition, Washington's Birthday would
be designated as "President's Day" and fall on the third Monday in Feb-
ruary.

It is urged that S. 1217 be approved, the law becoming effective on the
first day of January of the third year following the date of enactment.
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Editor's Note: Mrs. Lillian
M. Cassel of CoMon hai re-
quested this "thought-provok-
ing" article from the Christian
Science Monitor be printed in
the Courier and Freeman. The
article maintains the Blaine
Amendment should not be de-
leted from the State Constitut-
ion now being revised by the

State Constitutional Conven-
tion. The convention has voted
in favor of repealing of the
amendment, which if passed
by the electorate, would allow
the state to support parochial
schools.

By way of introduction may
I say that I am an ordained
minister of the Seventh-day

Adventist Church. At the pre-
sent time our denomination
operates the second largest
parochial school system in the
world, and the third largest in
the United States. This clearly
indicates our attitudes on the
importance of parocnial
schools.

Since we are a relatively
small group, numbering only
about 400,000 members in the
United States, our school sys-
tem represents a tremendous
financial burden. In addition to
this, of course, we are also
paying our taxes to supporc the
public school system.

Listen
Veteran

Educational assistance allow-
ances for veterans attending
school full-time under the New
GI Bill have been increased
from $100 to $130 a month for
a single veteran; from $125
to $155 for a veteran with one
dependent; and. from $150 to
$175 for two dependents with
an additional $10 for each de-
pendent in excess of two. Por-
portionately smaller allowanc-
es will be paid for part-time
training. New allowances are
effective Oct. 1.

Full educational assistance
allowances will be paid to
"educationally disadvantaged"
veterans so they can complete
high school without reducing
their eligibility for advanced
educational benefits. Veterans
must qualify under the New
GI Bill. This new benefit is
effective Oct. 1.

A reimbursement of $250 is
now allowable under the New
GI Bill toward the funeral and
burial expenses of an eligible
deceased veteran of the Viet-
nam era.

Veterans and dependents of
deceased veterans receiving
VA pension under the curreiit
pension program will receive
a cost-of-living increase aver-
aging more than 5 percent
with widows in the lowest in-
come categories receiving an
increase of about 8.5 percent
effective Oct. 1.

Convention Viewpoint
The Constitutional Conven-

tion is now in its final days
of deliberation. The 186 Dele-
gates have been working
since April 4 rewriting our
State's basic body of laws.
While the new Constitution
may not be as easy reading
as a best-selling novel or this
newspaper, it will be a far
cry from the present wordy
and often confusing document.
It will be a clear, concise
and positive document, spell-
ing out new directions for New
York State. Its goal will be
to guide New York State in-
to the 21st century with the
least amount of difficulty and
with as few growing pains as
possible.

The new document will con-
tain fewer than the present
20 articles and will be ar-
ranged in an order easily un-
derstandable to any Potsdam
citizen interested in his state's
government. It will run ap-
proximately 25,000 words in-
stead of the present 46.000.
Its specific articles will cover
such items as a bill of
rights and suffrage, conserva-
tion, the executive branch of
the state government, the leg-
islature, local government,
the judiciary, and education,
to name some of the most im-
portant sections.

This column will, beginning

next week, describe each ma-
jor section of the proposed
constitution that will be pre-
sented to the voters for ap-
proval on Election Day, Nov.
7.

Although the new constitu
tion will be short and clear,
brevity and clarity were not
the only goals of the dele-
gates. They were a most wel-
come byproduct. The impor-
tance of the new constitution
will be its setting of aims and
goals for the state. For ex-
ample, in one section, the
constitution will pledge the
state to the eradication of pol-
lution in our elements - water
and air. With this mandate in
the constitution, the governor,
the executive branch, and the
legislature will be required
and enabled to act on these
critical problems, using all
possible resources available
to them.

It will be, as convention
President Anthony J. Travia
has noted, "a road map for
the state as it moves into the
future." The analogy is apt,
for We can all appreciate the
difficulty a driver would have
if he tried to drive from Buf-
falo or New York to Potsdam
using a map drawn up in 1938
-the last year we had a Con-
stitutional Convention in New
York.

Small Business Management Course
To Begin Monday in Ogdensburg

Next week...the first of a
series of columns outlining
the major provisions in the
proposed constitution.

Ogdensburg — A six - week
Small Business Management

Two Appointed
As Coordinators

Kenneth H. Theobald, presi-
dent of the St. Lawrence Coun-
ty Farm Bureau has announc-
ed the appointment of Mrs.
William L. Rodee and Mrs.
Reginald F. Chester, both of
Route 2, Canton, as coordin-
ators for the county - wide
Youthpower Program.

Mrs. Rodee, a home econo-
mist, is a member of the
Canton Youth Commission, a
Sunday School teacher in the
First Presbyterian Church of
Canton, and was a member
of the Youthpower Steering
Committee this past year. She
is a graduate of the State Uni-
versity at Pittsburgh.

Mrs. Chester is a graduate
of the State University Col-
lege at Potsdam, a mathema-
tics teacher, and a member
of the New York State Teach-
ers Association.

The Youthpower Program
was developed three years ago
to emphasize the importance
of food and the food industry
and to make young people
aware of the many careers
available.

Course for area businessmen
and women is scheduled to be-
gin Monday in Ogdensburg,
State Commerce Commissioner
Ronald B. Peterson announced
this week.

The Ogdensburg course,
Commissioner Peterson said,
will consist of six two hour
sessions featuring instruction
in expense control and profit
planning, merchandising, sales
advertising for retailers, cre-
dit and collections, and fi-
nancing.

The course, part of the De
partment's business assistance
program, is conducted in co-
operation with the State Edu-
cation Department and the
U.S. Small Business Adminis
tration.

Sessions will be held in the
John F. Kennedy School, Park
St., Ogdensburg, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. each Monday through
October 30. Information on
registration may be obtained
by contacting the school.

The complete schedule in-
cludes: Sept. 25, Merchandi-
sing; Oct. 2, Credit and Collec
tions; Oct. 9, Getting Money
to Use; Oct. 16, Expense Con
trol and Profit Planning; Oct.
23. Getting More Sales Out of
Your Sales Force; and Oct. 30,
Advertising for Retailers.

VOX POP!...ALSO MOM AND THE KIDS!

Ballot Box
What is permanent person-

al registration anyway?
Legislation pasaed by the

IMS New York State Legisla-
ture requires that permanent
registration lie in operation
statewide by the eleevtions.
of 1967 - this November!

This means that ALL vot-
ers must register in person,
this year to be eligible to
vote — regardless of what
system yon voted nnder in
previous years. Under this
system, once registered, you
are permanently registered
unless you move or fail to
vote in a two year period.
Don't lose your vote in 1967.
St. Lawrence County voters
have only four more days in
which to register under the
new law:
Oct. 3 from 10 a.m.-lO p.m.
Oct. 7 from 7 a.m.-lO p.m.
Oct. 13 from 10 a.m.-lO p.m.
Oct. 14 from 7 a.m.-lO p.m.

Registration will be on
these dates only at your loc-
al polling place. Past regis-
trations are not in effect.
Everyone must register in
peraon in 1967 to vote. Don't
lose your voice in govern-
ment. *?(>•• - tO *
ter!

If you have a question
about registration or elec-
tions or voting procedures'
please send it to the League
of Women Voters, c/o Mrs.
W. N. GUI, Sisson St., Pots-
dam, and we will see that
you get an anawer!

We Get U t t e r s . . .

Navy
Needs
Nurses

Dear Sir.
With only 11,000 nurses in

the Armed Forces and the
United States' world commit-
mests on the rise the need for
nurses has also risen.

The Navy now has two hos-
pital ships on station in Viet-
nam, the USS Repose and the
USS Sanctuary, both ships
have 30 nurses on their staffs.
There are also Navy Nurses
stationed "In Country" at the
NAVAL Support Activity, Da

Nang. These nurses not only
treat U.S., Vietnamese and
Free World Forces but also
the Vietnamese people under
the "Medical Civic Action Pro-
gram."

This shortage of nurses has
prompted a visit by LCDR
Helen Fitzgerald, LT Frances
Altwegg (both graduates of
St. Peter's Hospital School of
Nursing. Albany, N.Y.) and
LT Sulkowski (just returned
from Vietnam and duty aboard
the USS Repose) to the Pots-
dam area. These three nurses
are here to discuss the ad-
vantages and opportunities
for graduate nurses in the
Navy and the financial assist-
ance offered under the Navy
Nurse Corps Program to nurs-
ing students (both men and
women).

Graduate nurses may enter
the Navy at advanced rank
based on their experience and
students may receive up to
two years of education at the
Navy's expense. Information
may be obtained from Chief
Clifford Myers, U.S. Navy Re-
cruiting station, Potsdam Post
Office.

Being a U.S. Navy Nurse is
an honored and respected pro-
fession.

Chief Clifford J. Myers
Naval Recruiter

No Deposits for
Area Residents
At Post Office

While elsewhere in the na-
tion, Post Office officials are
trying to locate persons who
still have unclaimed deposits
in Postal Savings accounts,
the Potsdam Post Office re-
v.ealed that all local accounts
have been closed out for the
last five years.

The nationwide search was
brought about by action by
the U.S. Post Office Depart-
ment which discontinued the
postal savings system last
April and stopped paying in
terest on the deposits as of
July 1.

The system has not been
widely used in recent years
since the accounts only pay
two percent interest per year.

-Governor for a Day-
Rep. Robert C. McEwen

was suddenly - and quite un-
expectedly - catapulted into
the Governor's chair in Al-
bany Wednesday, and nobody
was more perplexed than Me
Ewen.

Whether the ghost of famed
old St. Lawrence River rene
gade Bill Johnson or some
modern-day witch — perhaps
Samantha of TV's "Bewitch-
ed" - had a hand in it, no
one seems to know.

It may even be that the
Congressman has a secret ad
mirer in in the Government
Printing Office.

Whatever the cause, the ef-
fect was clear: page H-11727
of the Congressional Record
of Sept 12 lists Mayor William
Walsh of Syracuse, eight of
the state's congressmen and
"Governor McEwen" as hav-
ing endorsed the concept of
Neighborhood Action Crusa-

From a personal standpoint,
I likewise find myself weight-
ed down with heavy financial
responsibilities due to paroch-
ial educational needs. Keeping
two youngsters in an elemen-
tary church school, and ano-
ther in a church college is not
easy. In fact, my wife has had
to work for the first time since
our marriage, so that we can
keep our children in our par-
ochial school system.

With all this in mind, it
might seem that Seventh-day
Adventists ought to be in the
forefront of those advocating
the use of public tax money
for the support of church sch-
ools. This is not the case. Wa
are firmly opposed to the re-
peal of the so-called Blaine
amendment, and with good
reason.

First of all, may I state that
we think very highly of our
country's public school system,
and we are happy to pay our
taxes to support it along with
every one else. However, we
do not think it fair that Bap-
tists, Lutherans or Catholics be
taxed to help our children be-
come strong Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. Neither do we find it
possible to be enthused about
paying our tax dollars to in-
doctrinate children into becom-
ing Baptists, Lutherans or
Catholics.

Some would have us believe
that the teaching in a parochial
school varies not one whit fronj
that in the public school sys-
tem. Surely no one is naive
enough to actually accept this
idea. The only reason for tha
existence of a parochial school
is to indoctrinate the student in
that which the supporting
church considers to be Truth,
along with the regular teach-
ing of the "three R's."

Although we believe strongly
that any religious group ought
to have the privilege of operat-
ing its own schooi system, we
also believe that that organi-
zation ought to be willing to
finance it. If it isn't worth tha
sacrifice involved, then it)
ought to be given up. Never
should people of one oersua-
sion be forced to support fi-
nancially some other religious
organization whose tenets they
do not accept.

In order to bring pressure to
bear, the warning is often re-
peated that if the government
does not support the parochial
schools financially, then they
may be closed down and an
unbearable load will thus be
placed on our public school
system. We should never sub-
mit to this form of blackmail.
The public school system ex-
ists for any child who wished
to attend and it is up to us a3
citizens to pay for whatever
expansion of facilities may
become necessary.

Finally, the statement is
made that "the separation of
church and state is not tha
issue." On the contrary, it is
very much the issue. The so-
called Blaine amendment was
placed in our New York Con-
stitution for the very purpose
of protecting the wall of sepa-
ration between church and
state. History, both ancient
and modern, is replete with
warnings to all who will read
with care. What the stata
pours its money into, it even-
tually seeks to control. Even-
tually one church receives pre-
ferential treatment above all
others and oppression of mi-
nority groups begins.

In a land as affluent as ours
is, it is difficult to be concern-
ed about our basic freedoms.
They are so easily taken for
granted. Let us try to cherish
them to the extent that we be-
come alarmed by, and give
opposition to,-any attempt to
subvert them. One good place
to begin is to insist that our
new constitution retain the
plain stipulation that the citi-
zens of New York State not be
forced to pay taxes to support
parochial school systems.—
Dan Hawley in the Chelsea
Clinton Newa, New York City.

My Neighbors

des throughout the country.
Bill Reisinger, of the of-

fice of congressman Char-
les E. Goodell (R-NY), who
has been coordinating Crus-
ade plans, assured McEwen
that the copy sent to the print-
ing office clearly listed "Rep.
resentatlve McEwen."

McEwen, after spotting the
error during his daily read-
ing of the Record, good-natu-
redly denied any plans to
take Gov. Rockefeller's job
away from him. Nor did he
feel that one of the princi-
pal arms of the Federal gov-
ernment was trying to run
him out of town.

The congressman said he
was not mad' at GPO, and
he doubts that the gremlin * S = ' *» ft***,
on the composing machine "Ah —Uncle George, re-
will be fired. member whan you bounced m«

"If they'll maintain theiron your knee—how I'd love to
composer, "said cEwen, "I'll recapture thoie momenta
maintain my composure." again!"

1.


