
Ogdensburg Editor In U.S. Legation Where Cardinal
Mindszenty Finds Asylum From Hungarian Reds
By FRANKLIN R. LITTLE * . . . . "By FRANKLIN R. LITTLE

„, Members of the America:
Newspaper Study Mission left

I','. Moscow at 11:50 in the morn-
-...ing on a Soviet Tupelev jet
,$nd two hours later we wen
• in Budapest, capital of Hun

f-'jgary.
I sensed a much more re-

laxed atmosphere the minute
I stepped from that plane in
Budapest. Hungary is a satel-

' -lite of Communist Russia, il
has 75,000 Russian troops
stationed on its soil, in 1956
Khrushchev's tanks crushed
Th e Hungarian Freedom
Fighters. But there is a dif-

-"f«rent atmosphere in Buda-
Lpest. Moscow is grim, gray,
I,, tense. Budapest, despite all
I; it has gone through in the
I war and the Russian occupa-
Ttibn, is a much gayer and
^"happier city.

' We were driven to the Gel-
-•lert Hotel. This is the bes
*in Budapest, and was the best

_ Jtptel back in the days of Em-
' o e r o r Franz Josef and the

Austro-Hungarian Empire. It
fr'Has been kept up through
[••'the years in perfect condi-
: tipn. It has the dignity and
...elegance of the days of Em-
Loire when Budapest was a
f flrilliant and beautiful co-
l-capital of the Empire and
t. known as the "Pearl of the
|,.Panube."

•;;After going to the hotel,
"̂getting our rooms and leav-

|,4ng our bags we gathered
a bus tour of the city

Danube divides Buda
Pest. Some 1500 years

;o Buda was held by the
oman legions and was an
nportant Roman fortress

colony. The left-bank
|; side of Pest goes back only
•'4O0 years. Today Budapest is

' of 2,000,000 and the
lvindustrial, commercial, cul-
J tural as well as the political
'"Capital of Hungary.

# # *
BUDAPEST WAS NOT ser

iously damaged in World War
II- and most of its historic

...joonuments, its palaces and
^jjandsome public buildings
^Lase intact. Our tour took us
..to Heroe's Square, Town
Z,JZw\ "eople's Stadium, Par--

I Jiament and Margaret Island
l'> (a lovely island which has a

. She amusement park and
^playgrounds on the Pest side

' , of the Danube). We saw the
'.well preserved Roman Am-
ir phitheatre where the Roman
,,,3[egionnaries and colonists

watched gladiatorial contests,
'•the Turkish baths, Buda Cas-

MatthiflR Church where

. ti vf?

THE OLD BELGRADE FORTRESS. This
well preserved fort was once held by Ro-
man legions on what was then the farthest
frontier of the Empire. It was later held

ower rank. The Hungarians They received us in a drab

and fought over by the armies of many
nations. It is one of the historic sites of

Belgrade.

ccredit only a minister to
he U. S. and we reciprocate.
he Legation faces a park

and is on a corner. We no-
iced police in uniform and
i number of men lounging
ibout who watched our ev-
iry move as we came up the

and rather disordered recep-
tion room. They apologized
for the appearance of the
room and told us that 500
demonstrating students had
besieged the Legation the
week before, had broken into
it and ransacked the lower

;treet, entered the Legation floors including the room

THE CHAIN BRIDGE—across the Danube
" River at Budapest. This picture was taken
"ftom the entrance to the Gellert Hotel

w e stayed while in Budapest. This

is one of Budapest's most beautiful
bridges across the Danube and we fre-
quently crossed it going to Buda on the

opposite side of the river.
nthe Kings of Hungary were
•-crowned for centuries. We
"flsove to the top of Mount
•• Gellert and had the breath-
taking view of the Danube
and the romantic hill coun-
try behind its shores.
. .That night John DeGraff
and I dated up Betty Penson
and Debbie McPherson, two
nf'the widows who were on
the trip and went to the Iron
Cat and the Citadel, two of
Budapest's best known night
clubs. We had had no night
life in drab and dreary War-

Vrfaw. Moscow has not a single
night club. Night clubs are

•looked on in Russia as deca-
d e n t and evidence of bour-
geoisie degeneracy. Hungary
'has always been famous for
•its- night life, its music, its
W'ine and gayety and its beau-
tiful women. We thoroughly

r«rjoyed sipping delicious To-
kay wine by candlelight in
the ancient wine cellars turn-
ed into night clubs. While
'gypsy violins softly played
We enjoyed the company of

' dui1 attractive companion
'alld a chance to dance and
-reiax after the rigors of War-
'tow and Moscow.
- - • « * • *

'"THE NEXT MORNING we
went to the V. S. Legation.
Our country does not have
an ambassador in Budapest,
it has a minisf'-' '"ho is of

and the same police and ci-
vilians were there when we
left. We were told the men in
civilian clothes were secret
police. Every visitor to the
Legation is carefully checked
and generally followed.

We met the Minister, Leon
O'Shaughnessy and L e o n
Shelnutt, political officer.

where we were. They were
supposedly rioting-in protest
against U. S. bombings of
North Viet Nam. Finally, the
Hungarian government call-
ed out enough police and
troops to throw the rioters
out of the Legation. A free-
for-all fight had occured a
few days before where we

were and so the appearance
of the room was quite under-
standable. Chairs and tables
had been broken, window
smashed, light fixtures pull-
ed out of the wall, holes
punched in the plaster, and
the place looked as if it had
recently passed through a
hurricane and not too suc-
cessfully.

* • •
THE MINISTER and polti-

cal officer gave us a very in-
teresting briefing on the up-
to-the-minute political and
economic situation in Hun-
gary.

One of our group asked
about Cardinal Mindszenty.
He is the famous Cardinal
who had defied the Commu-
nists before the Revolt of
1956, was condemned to life
imprisonment for "treason"
had escaped from prison
when the Freedom Fighters
rose against their Russian
masters in 1956. He was then
condemned to death by the
Communists and took refuge
in the U.S. Legation.

The Minister told us
the Cardinal's apartments
were right above the
room in which we were
sitting. The Cardinal can re-
ceive no visitors, cannot com1

municate with anyone out-
side, he cannot step out of
the Legation or will be seized
by Communist police, thrown
into prison and doubtless exe-
cuted. He has been a prison-
er for nine years and is alive
only because the U. S. Lega-
tion gave him asylum in
1956 when the Russian tanks
crushed Hungary and the
Communists initiated a blood
bath against all their enemies
and opponents with the Car-

PANORAMA OF BELGRADE. This shows
the heart of the city which has been vast-

ly and greatly modernized since my visit
to it ten years ago.

dinal high on the list.
The Cardinal gives Mass

each Sunday to the five
Catholic members of the Le-
gation staff and its employes
but can see nor communicate
with no one else. He takes
his exercise in the little gar-
den back of the Legation
Later we caught a glimpse of
the tall, bent, white, saintly
looking man as he walked
slowly in the garden, a mar-
tyr to his faith and to his
undying opposition to the
anti-Christ of Communism.

• » *
I left the U. S. Legation at

Budapest and decided to walk
to the Gellert Hotel where
our party was staying. The
rest of our group was wait-
ing for taxis when I started
out. I walked a couple of
blocks, was not sure of my
turn at a four corner inter-
section, and came back to the
Legation to get more detailed
directions. I asked the Eng-
lish speaking Hungarian girl
at the information desk and
she strongly advised me
against walking as the dis-
tance was much greater than
I had thought.

Just then Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Garrett Watson of Boston
came to the desk to inquire
about their taxi which had
been ordered but had not yet
come. They said they were
[oing to stop at the Corvin

department store, the largest
in Budapest, for a few mi-
nutes and then go back to
the Gellert and invited me to
go with them.

I was happy to do so as I
was very fond of the Wat-
sons. He is treasurer of the
world wide Christian Science
Church including the Chris-
tian Science Monitor which is
owned by the Church. Mrs.
Watson's first husband was
the late Paul McNutt, U. S.
Senator from Indiana, Cabi-
net officer, and long a na-
tional political power. He nar-
rowly missed being Vice
President instead of Harry
Truman in FDR's last admin-
istration. If he had, Mrs. Wat-
son, then Mrs. McNutt, would
have been the First Lady of
the U. S. She would have
been a beautiful and gracious
First Lady. She is an intimate
Mend of the British Royal
Family and is invited to all
their weddings and big af-
fairs and visits the Queen
and her mother when in Lon-
don. Her husband manages
the affairs of the Christian
Science Church which has

THE DANUBE RIVER—divides Buda and
Pest. Buda on the far side was an import-
ant Roman fortress and colony 1500 years
ago. Pest on the near side is only 100 years
old, is now the industrial section of the
city. Budapest is today a city of 2,000,000

MONUMENT TO BISHOP GELLERT—One of the great
national Hungarian heroes. The hotel where we stayed in

Budapest is named after the Bishop.

VIKVV OF BUDAPEST—The old Roman
city of Buda is on the near side of the
Danube, the 100 year old city of Pest on

millions of dollars of assets,
and is evidently a very astute
and successful business man.

* # *
MRS. WATSON WANTED

:o pick up some gifts for her
children and grandchildren.

the far side. Margaret Island shows just
below the bridge. This is a beautiful park

and recreational area.

However, Corvin's was not «ng it were Tibor Zador,
• - - • - • Chief of the Press Depart-

ment of the Hungarian For-
eign Ministry; Ivan Bodizsar,

the place to get the kind of
things she wanted. It is a vast
and dingy store and was
irowded when we were there,
'he merchandise is cheap
tnd shoddy and there were
lone of the things she was
ooking for. The Hungarians
irowding the store looked
poorly dressed. I saw no
women's or men's clothes in
the store which had any
style whatever.

As we left the store and
walked toward the taxi stand

noticed the shell and bul-
et holes in the buildings on
)oth sides of the street. Later
learned that there was sa-

'age fighting here in 1956
'hen Khrushchev sent his
anks into Budapest to smash
he rebellion against Russian
ule. We passed through He-
roes Square where the last
Hungarian resistance w a s
:rushed. Here Freedom Fight-
irs fought house to house
ind from room to room with
'ifles and a few hand gren-
ides, stones and bare hands
igainst the Russian tanks and
he Russian infantry.

At th» hotel WP foiinH a

conference already in pro-
gress with a distinguished
group of Hungarians. We
joined it and I found it most
interesting and informative.
The men who were conduc-

Editor - in - Chief, Hungarian
Quarterly; Dr. Josef Garam,
Editor- - in - Chief Economic
Weekly; E n d r e Basbety,
President, Associa t i o n of
Hungarian Journalists; Dr.
Odon Kallos, President of the
Hungarian Chamber of Corn-

inhabitants and retains much of the
charm and beauty of the days of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire and the period
between World War I and World War II
when Hungary was a free and prosperous

nation.

talked with remarkable can-
dor and frankness and I
learned a great deal I had
never known before about
Hungary, its people, its gov-
ernment and its current eco-
nomic and political position.

* * *
AFTER A VERY late lunch-

eon due to the lengthy con-
ference with the Hungarian
leaders we went in taxis to
the Buda side of the Danube
to take our steamer for a trip
down that storied river. 1
have a friend who told me
she took this trip 35 years
ago and found it delightful as

did a few weeks ago. I
don't think the boats have
had anything but the most
necessary repairs done to
them since. John DeGraff
and I found seats on the aft
deck with Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Seaton and some more of _our
other special friends. We
cast off amid the music of
a Hungarian band evidently
produced in honor of the
visiting American journalists
and the shrill blasts of the
steamer's siren.

The Danube is anything
but blue as described in song
and story. It is muddy and
turgid, but it flows through
beautiful and historic coun-
try. We had a clear view of
both Buda and Pest, the mag-
nificent Gothic Parliament
buildings along the water-
front, the proud palaceSj the
great industrial plants, the
sunny, modern villa districts.
We passed ancient houses of
a historic past, the busy bust-
ling life of the Pest side, and
under the slim bridges into
the romantic hill country. As
we left the busy city behind
and sailed into the Hungarian
countryside the panorama of
romantic hill country, farms
in the fresh lush green of
Spring, the picturesque cot-
tages of the peasants, the
majestic sweep of the great
river made an unforgettable
picture.

Soon the Gypsy orchestra
came back to our deck and
played the h a u n t i n g
tunes of Strauss and the "folk
songs of Hungary. We had
our supper on board and re-

" ' ' The
and

merce. All of these
spoke good English,

men
they

turned by moonlight,
soft air, the plaintive,
somewhat melancholy music,
the moon gleaming in a path
of gold along the fabled Dan-
ube was a truly unforgettable
experience.

(To Be Continued)

HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT — We passed
this on our way down the Danube on
the river, boat. One of the excursion boats

is shown in foreground. Excursions on the
Danube are popular with all Hungarians

anijhavp heen fnr 1in vears or wioi$,


