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occupied by one

By FRANKLIN R. LITTLE
THE AMERICAN EMBASS'

is small and unimposing. W
were told that the Embass;
needs much more room, bui
the Russian government whicl
owns all real estate will no
sell the U.S. Government an
more land or allow the Eni
bassy to expand. They eviden
ly want to downgrade the U.S
by keeping our Embassy in
small, unimposing and inadi
quate building. By contrast thi
embassies of their allies am
satellites are housed in hand-
some palaces or roomy am
modern buildings.

Our last day in Moscow wai
• busy one. After furthe;
sightseeing in the mornin;
we were driven to the So
Viet Press News Agency tc
meet the heads of Cornmu-
nist newspapers, radio, T\
and the directors and editor;
of 29 Communist magazine:
and six newspapers in for
eign countries. Included were
the editors of Pravda and
Izvestia, the world's largesi
circulation newspapers and
the voice of the Communis
Party which rules Russia.

The building where we met
with this array of Commu-
nist Russian news talent is
historic. It had been the man-
sion of the great Russian
composer
had been
of Napoleon's marshals when
the French occupied Mos-
cow in 1812, had been partly
burned by Napoleon's army
when it withdrew in that bit-
ter winter from Moscow in
the first and greatest defeat
the "little Corporal" had suf-
fered until Waterloo ended
his meteoric career.

• * *
OUR RUSSIAN HOSTS

were most hospitable. The
long handsome table where
we were seated groaned un-
der bottles of Russian vodka,
wine, cognac, beer. There
were piles of rare Black Sea
caviar, Russian cookies, pe-
tit fours (which are deli-
cious), and an assortment of
Russian soft drinks for those
who did not want anything
alcoholic. I sampled some of
the latter and yearned for
some of Dick Winter's Pepsi
Cola from Ogdensburg. The
Russian caviar and vodka is,
however, the finest in the
world, and I wish I could af-
ford to have caviar with at
least one meal a day when I
am home.

Boris Burkov, Chairman of
the Board of the Soviet Press
Agency, presided. He spoke
through an interpreter, was
gracious and cordial.

Georgi Boskhakov, head of
•11 TV in the USSR, told us
what is being done to bring
TV to every corner of the
vast Soviet empire. We heard
talks and asked questions of
the editors of Pravda and Iz-
vestia, the head of director
of Radio Moscow, and the di-
rector of all radio in the So-
viet Union. We heard the edi-
tors of the magazines and
newspapers published by the
Communists all over the
world tell of their work. We
were with the very top eche-
lon of newsmen and all other
media directors in the USSR.

• * •

I WAS IMPRESSED with
(he comparative youth, vigor
and vitality of this group of
top editors, writers, commen-
tators. They were all men
with a mission. They seemed
completely convinced of the
tightness of their way, dedi-
cated to Communism, and en
thusiastic in their allegiance
to Russia and her role in the
world. The top intellectuals of
Communism and of Russia
ate keen, able, well educated,
often charming and always
impressive men and women.

After two hours of talks,
questions and answers our
hosts Invited us to their own
movie theater to see the first
pictures ever seen by Wes-
tern eyes of the historiq
flight of Col. Pavel Beyaev
and Lt. Col. Alexei Leonov in
the Voskhod-2 and the first
walk of man into space. This
movie was taken by TV ca-
meras attached to the space
•hip and broadcast to Russia
as the Voshkod-2 circled the
•arth in its epic flight.

The pictures were remark-
ably clear and showed the
Russian cosmonaut laborious-
ly extricate himself from the
apace ship hundreds of miles
above the earth and effort-
lessly float and walk in space
where there is no gravity and
no weight as we know it on
earth. The pictures showed
the Voskhod-2 land in the Si-
berian forests. There were
clear pictures of the cosmo-
nauts walking awav from the

wilds by Russian ski troops
who brought them out to
civilization and a heroes' wel
come in Red Square in Mos
cow.

* * *
I HAD LITTLE appetite for

my usual filet of horsemeat
and boiled potatoes at lunch-
eon after the bounty of our
hosts in the morning. That
afternoon we drove to the
USSR Exhibition of Economic
Achievements. This is a com-
plete town in itself occupy-
ing an area of over 500 acres,
Each of the 15 Soviet Social-
ist Republics comprising the

OUR HOTEL IN BUDAPEST—The Gellert
was a great hotel in the days of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire has been kept up

and perfectly maintained through the
years. It was one of the best we were
in on our trip behind the Iron Curtain.

has a building of its
These buildings are

USSR
>wn.
iharacteristic of the architec-

ture of each particular Re-
iublic, and are handsome and

impressive.
Here are displayed the par-

icular industrial, agricultural
and cultural products charac-
eristic of each Republic. We
aw the latest models of in-
lustrial plants and farm ma-
ihinery, consumer goods, and

studies of the achievements
if collective and state farms,
In the pavilion devoted to So
Met science we saw the So-
viet spaceship Vostok and
many fascinating exhibits re-
lated to space research that
lelped the Soviet cosmonauts
iccomplish t h e i r daring
ireak through into o u t e r
pace.

* *
THE SOVIETS are master

iropagandists and promoters.
This Exhibition is a penman-
int world's fair which is skill-
ully designed to "sell" Com-

munism and the achieve'
ments of Soviet industry, en-
•ineering, agriculture a n d
cience. Although no one
hould ignore the very sub'
tantial accomplishments of
•oviet industry and science,
ou should keep in mind that
uch Soviet exhibits show

more of
loped-for

the planned
achievements

he future than of the actual
chievements of the present,
'or example, the models of
new Soviet cars" we saw
'ere actually hand-tooled mo-
els made especially for the
xhibition and were not even
in limited use in the USSR,
'he Exhibition emphasized
impressive percentage figures
m production increases in
very category of industry,
ut actual production figures
ere usually missing.
With all of its shortcomings

he Exhibition is a beautiful
development with its large
ardens, ponds, fountains and
variety of amusements and

'acilities for rest and recrea-
ion,

• • •
EVERYWHERE YOU go

n Russia you will noticehe large
omen at

n u m b e r s
work in

of
all

red hot space ship and their
being attacked by the great
gray Siberian wolves. We saw
them shoot their way through
the wolves and their eventual)
rtaeUe deep In the Siberian

ypes of jobs ranging from
cientific and professional
ork to heavy manual labor

>n construction projects. Due
in part to the large number
if war casualties among the

male population (estimated at
'rom 8 to 10 million), women
omprise just under 55% of
he population; at present
hey make up nearly 50% of
he labor force. Nearly three
ut of four Soviet doctors are
omen, and nearly a third of
I manual labor is done by
'omen. From this point of
:ew of the state, this exten-
ve participation of women

necessary to achieve the
ianned expansion of the So-
iet economy, although many

observers have noted the
wasteful use of female and
other labor due to the ab-,
sence of efficient organiza-
tion and of modern techni-
ques and equipment. For the
woman herself, her income
along with her husband's is
often essential to provide ne-
cessities for the family. For
this reason, the state provides
nurseries for the pre-school,
:hildren of working mothers.

THE PRODUCTION of con-
sumer goods has played se-
cond fiddle to military and
heavy industrial production
since the beginning of the
First Soviet Five-Year Plan
in 1929. During the period
from 1929 to 1953, only about
10% of Soviet capital invest-
ment was allocated to con-
sumer industries, which were
neglected as regards moderni-
zation of plant equipment and
adequate"
Although

wage
much

incentives,
has been

heard from the Soviet lead-
ership about increased pro-
duction of consumers goods
since Stalin's death, t h e
growth rate of consumer pro-
duction lagged substantially
behind the rate for heavy in-
dustry throughout the nine-
teen fifties. As a result, many
consumer goods continue to
be scarce and expensive, al-
though some improvement
has been made in recent
years. Prices of some items
are deliberately set high to
produce revenue and to re-
duce demand, and the excess
price goes as a "turnover" or
sales tax to the state to fur-
nish almost half the govern
ment revenues.

When you are noting or
discussing Soviet or Ameri-
can prices, you keep in mind
that translating rubles to dol-
lars or dollars to rubles on
the basis of the official ex-
change rate of 1 ruble to
$1.10 in U.S. is misleading.
Tourists have found that the
most meaningful comparisons
are those based on the time
an average worker must work
to pay for a specified item.

• « •
IN THE FIELD of agricul-

iure and food production, In-
tourist's standard offering is
the extensive agricultural
section of the Permanent Ex-
hibition of Economic Achieve-
ment in Moscow. The purpose
of the agricultural exhibition,
as stated in a Soviet publica-
tion, is "to display and pro-
pagate all that is best and
progressive in the work of
collective and state farms."
The exhibition usually gives
he visitor a misleading idea

of the strength of Soviet agri-
culture. Although agricultur-
al production in the USSR
engages more than half the
"abor force (as compared to
iess than 10% in the U.S.),
agriculture is the weakest
link in the Soviet economy.

• * •
AFTER STALIN'S death

Soviet authorities launched
a major drive to increase
Soviet agricultural produc-
tion through higher in-1
cemtives to farm workers,
the o p e n i n g of new
'virgin lands" to cultivation
in Siberia and Soviet Central
Asia, and the more efficient
use of tractors and other ma-
ihines by the collective farm-
ers. However, these measures
to increase the production of
he collective and state farms
have proved insufficient, and
the Soviets are still very de-
pendent upon a form of pn-
ate agriculture which is per-

mitted to operate alongside
socialized agriculture. Each
farmer is given a small plot
averaging an acre and can
sell what he can grow on it
in his spare time at a spe-
cial farmer's market in the
nearby town. We looked for
Ihese markets as we strolled
hrough Moscow. The "gas-
tronomes," or state food
itores, are often very poorly
supplied and most citizens re-
ly mainly on the farmers mar-
kets for most of their fresh
'ood. Prices at the state
stores are set by the state;
those at the farmers market
while "supervised" by the
state, are influenced by sup-
ply and demand. Although
he private plots of peasants
nd townsmen constitute less
;han 4% of the arable land
in the USSR, theae plots
maintain 50% of all cowi

and 25% of all hogs and pro
duce 65% of the potatoes and
cabbage which are the basic
items in the Soviet diet.

* * *
MANY TOURISTS havi

visited collective and state
farms in the Ukraine, th
Black Sea area, and th,
Northern Caucasus; f a r m
visits in the vicinity of Mos-
cow and Leningrad are rare,
and many tourists have re-
quested farm visits without
success. Tourists have often
been driven long distances
past many farms to reach a
distant showpiece farm; even
so, visitors have often been
depressed by the primitive
farming methods and mode
of life of the collective farm-
ers.

Our guides were quick
to point out the many new
housing blocks and apartment
buildings in Moscow and oth-
er cities. While much new
housing has been built, the
housing shortage is still se-
vere and Soviet officials will
admit that it is one of their
major problems. The average
living space per person is
about 50 square feet; about
the best that can be said
about the crowding is that
there is now usually no more
than one family in a room,
although sharing of kitchens
and baths by more than one
?amily is the rule. In addition,
he quality of much Soviet
construction i s amazingly
poor, and maintenance and
repair services are extremely
limited. The result is that
even buildings of quite re-
cent construction have a dila-
pidated a n d deteriorated
look.

and give their local manage-
ments much more autonomy.
They are reintroducing the
profit motive because they
have to get people to produce.
They are becoming more
"capitalistic" and we in the
U.S. are tending to become
more socialistic.

* *
I BELIEVE that Russia is

as dedicated as she has been
since the Revolution of 1917
to world domination. But she
realizes that a war with the
U.S. would destroy all she
has so painfully built up since
the Revolution. She believes
in c-existence because it is
realistic. She believes that

EVEN IN the better neigh-
borhoods of the great Soviet
cities a stroll through the
great and splendid front en-
trances of apartment build-
ings bring the visitor into
ramshackle, often littered
courtyards. This will be as
close as most visitors will get
to the inside of a Soviet home.
Invitations to foreigners to
visit Soviet homes are rare,
because of both the crowded
housing conditions and the
average Soviet's feeling that
this type of close contact with
foreigners would not be ap-
proved by Soviet authorities.
Should we have had the good
fortune to be invited to an
ordinary Soviet home, we
would realize that we were
being accorded a type of hos-
pitality seldom shown to
even Soviet fellow-citizens.

* • *
THIS EXTREMELY crowd-

ed housing situation accounts
in part for some of the most
striking differences in the
way of life of Soviet and
our own citizens. The aver-

spends much
time In do-it-

age American
of his leisure

yourself and other activitiei
in the home, but the Soviei
citizen has few opportunitiei
to improve his home through
his own efforts. Similarly, h
monolithic character of So
viet society gives the aver-
age Soviet citizen very littli
chance for participation as
"volunteer" in communit'
life.

* « *
I COULD GO ON foreve;

about Russia. It is a vast am
challenging land. As I ha.vi
said many times before Mos-
cow and Russia are places of
amazing contrasts. There ari
many buildings which are
vast and impressive; many
which are squalid, cheap and
shoddy. The Soviets can send
men into space, have the first
man walk in weightless space
as we saw in the pictures tak-
en on the Russian space ship
and first seen by our eyes of
any in the West. But the;
can't make their plumbing
work.

Even the Russians have
learned that pure Commu-
nism won't work. They have
given an acre and a quarter
of land to each peasant to
work as an individual plot
and although this is only 4%
of the arable land in Russia
it produces nearly 65% of,
agricultural production. The
Russians are beginning to in-
troduce incentives into their
industry and to
their industrial

decentralize
enterprises

time is on her side, that even-
tually Communism will tri-
umph and Capitalism will dis-
appear. But she knows it
won't come to pass in this
generation or the next and so
she is willing to co-exist, com-
promise, work and wait. Com-,
munism is making progress
and Russia is making prog-
ress. Russia and Communism
pose a competitive threat to
;he U.S. and our way of life.
" wish we had the dedication,
;he conviction, the burning
enthusiasm for our way of
life and our philosophy of
ife which the Russian Com-

munists have. Communism is
religion with them as well
s a political, economic and

social philosphy. But they
eally believe in it and will

willingly die for those be-
iefs.

• • *
S i r Winston Churchill

nee said that Russia is "a
riddle wrapped in a mystery
Inside an enigma". Pre-revo-
lutionary Russia was the least
well-known of the major Eu-
•opean countries and Ameri-
an visitors to Soviet Russia
irior of World War II were
'ew indeed. In 1941 the So-
iet Union imposed a ban on
ioreign tourists which ended
mly in the fall of 1955, two
'ears after the death of Sta-
in. Since the Revolution in
.917 fewer than 100,000 Am-
xican citizens have been ad-

mitted to Russia. Russia has
granted visas to enter her
mysterious Empire with the
jreatest reluctance to Ameri-
can journalists, or journalists
if other Western nations.

O u r American Newspaper
"itndy Mission was one of the

THE MASSIVE Central Vladimir Ilyich Lenin Museum
in Moscow. Each day busloads of tourists from all over
the Soviet Union are brought to visit this impressive

cathedral-like building.

:ew such groups of Ameri-
ian working journalists to be

granted visas and the oppor-
tunity to visit Russia.

While some of the barriers
;o travel are down, and con-
:acts between foreigners and
Soviet citizens are more ex-
ensive than a few years ago,
;he barriers to real under-
itanding are still immense. It
s never easy for a tourist
n a short trip to any for-
:ign country to' gain a real
insight into many aspects of
its life. In the Soviet Union
;hese practical difficulties
ncluding the language pro,
slern, are overshadowed by a
steadfast reluctance on the
art of Soviet authorities to

permit the Soviet - Western
exchange of information and
ideas to go beyond certain
•ery carefully defined limits

despite official declarations.
* * »

AS A MEMBER of an accre-
dited professional group of
J. S. journalists I had access

information which the
iverage tourist would never
jave. I talked with the U. S.
Ambassador to Russia, with
he Chief of the Political Sec-
ion of the U. S. Embassy,
rttr- the Press and Cultural
ittaches of the U. S. Embassy,
..'ith the Chief of Bureau in
Moscow of the Associated
Jress, with the Chief of Bu
eau of United Press Inter-
national, with the Chairman

the Board of the Soviet
Press Agency, with the edi-
ors of Pravda and Izvestia,
he directors of State TV and
tadio for all of Russia, with
ill the Russians who could
mderstand English (and they

were few) whom I met in
Moscow, at the Ukraine Hotel
in the Kremlin, at the Bol-
ihoi Ballet, in Red Square on
hat memorable May Day
and many others. I will re
jeat Sir Winston Churchill's
lassie definition of Russia,
.'o me as to him it is still "a
iddle wrapped in a mystery
inside an enigma."

I noticed the reluctance of
Soviet officials to make in-
lependent decisions and the
frequency of collective deci-
ion-making and reference to
ligher authority
leemingly minor

even on
questions,

iince the state controls al-
most everything in the Soviet

MAP SHOWS ROUTE—We flew in Rus-
sion jet from Moscow to Budapest, Hun-
gary. We hatf previously visited Copen-

hagen, Denmark; Warsaw, Poland; Mos-
cow, Russia.

, Union, this bureaucratization
extends to almost every as-
pect of life.

You cannot assume that
Soviet organizations which
sound similar to American
organizations in fact have
comparable functions. This
works both ways. In m'any
eases organizations w h i c h
sound non-governmental to
Americans (i.e. the Union of
Soviet Writers) are integral

of the Czar in March 1917
was composed of members
of the Duma and that 'the
Provisional Government' had
prepared for new free elec-
tions when it was overthrown
by the Communists in 'the
"October Revolution" later
that year. ,

TODAY, THE SOVIET .Un-
ion is in theory a "federal
state formed on the basis4 of
a voluntary union of eqtial
[Soviet Socialist RepublKs."
The 14 non-Russian Union
Republics form an immense
arc which reaches around the
western and southern rim* of
Soviet territory from the Sal-
tic to Mongolia. The Soviets
work hard to maintain "the
facade of federalism and lo-
cal autonomy, but sectional
differentiation is significant
only in fields of secondary
importance to the Soviet lead-
ers. The Soviet Constitution
makes it quite clear that'the
central government is direct-
ly responsible for all vital
I economic and social deci-
sions. The Union Government
determines national economic
plans; determines the flow- of
tax and other revenue to'ihe
Union, Republican and local
budgets; administers amfror
controls large sectors of the
economy; a n d - determines
"the basic principles" of'leg-
islation relating to labor, edu-
cation, public health, Mar/
riage and the family, and
criminal and civil law 'and
procedure. The "autonomy"
of the Union Republics" is
thus largely limited to mak-
ing relatively minor adapta-
tions to local conditions with-
in the "basic principles""es-
tablished by the central 'gov-
ernment.

parts
state

of the
control.

apparatus of
On the other

hand, bodies with ostensibly
great policymaking and legis-
lative importance are in fact
facades behind which the real
power of the ruling Commu-
nist Party is exercised.

FOR EXAMPLE, accord-
ing to the Soviet Constitu-1
tion, the highest organ of
state power is the Supreme
Soviet. Like the U. S. Con-
gress, it consists of two
houses; the Soviet of the Un-
ion consists of representa-
tives on the basis of popula-
tion to each
lie and lesser
to o t h e r

Union Repub-
representation
"autonomous"

areas. The parallel with the
U. S. Congress ends here. The
Supreme Soviet meets for
only a few days twice a year,
and unanimously approves
the legislation proposed by
the regime.

The elaborate
iparatus more or

Party ap-
less paral-

lels the Soviet government at
all administrative levels, with
Party cells in all important
organizations and institutions [viet
such as factories, schools,
farms and military units. Re-
cruitment into the Party is
extremely selective; in 1964
there were only 10.5 million
full Party members, or slight-
ly over 4% % of the total po-
pulation of 225 million. This
hard-core membership has an
undisputed voice in the run-
ning of the country through
a process the Soviets call j may
"democratic central i s m . "
Thisjs not to say that within
the Party itself there cannot
be differences of opinion on
certain important economic
and political issues, as recent
events have indicated.

THIS CENTRALIZATION of
authority is very much in a
long-standing Russian tradi-
tion. The Russian state has
been a highly centralized
autocracy ever since Ivan III
threw off the "Tartar Yoke"
:n 1480. During the nine-
teenth century the Czars took
occasional steps in the direc-
tion of reform, including the
emancipation of the Russian
serfs by Alexander II in 1861,
but the essentially autocratic
character of the Czarist re-
gime continued until the Re-
volution of 1917. Following
the abortive revolution of
1905 the Czar permitted the
election of a shadow parlia-
ment, the Duma, with a
democratic majority. How-
ever, the cabinet ministers
remained responsible to the
^ r rather than to the Du-
ma. Nevertheless, it is im-
portant to remember that the
Provisional Govern m e n t
'ormed after the abdication

IN RECENT YEARS tHfere
has been some decentraliza-
tion of authority in the econo-
mic sphere. While the i$ate
Planning Commission (Gjbs-
plan) determined the basic
plans and priorities, consider-!
able responsibility for opera™
tional management was dele-
gated to more than forty re-
gional economic counc\\s.
However, the question',"'of
economic decentralization", is
currently being debated, and
it is not yet clear whe'tfier
Khrushchev's successors .'#ill
re-establish a greater degree
of central control in the eco-
nomic area.

Tourist requests for visits
to Soviet factories are often
denied on the grounds that
they interfere with the pro-
duction process. Some tour-
ists have visited exceptional
showpiece factories in the
heavy industry category* but.
many recent "factory" #sits*
have been to bakeries, dair-
ies, tea-packing plants, "and
other similar installations.

Through your conversa-
tions with Soviet citizensfyou
can form some impres$ons
of the status of the worker
in the Soviet economy-and
of the pronounced economic
stratification throughout^ So-
viet society. The average-So-
viet industrial wage is agiout
75 rubles monthly, but Jt is
estimated that some 40'mil-
lion workers (or two-tKrds
of the labor force) earn a
subsistence wage nearer- 60
rubles monthly of which
more than half goes for faodt •
On the other hand, skilled
workers and foremen often
earn 100 or more rubles, per
month, and factory managers
may earn up to 200 rufcles
monthly plus bonuses »and
perquisites,

IN GENERAL the rolr'of
Soviet trade unions is to as-
sist management in increas-
ing production rather than4o
represent the interests of-the
workers. Likewise, monthly
salaries can be subjected, to
a number of arbitrary vafla-
tions, such as penalties"'for
failure to meet monthly-pro-
duction quotas. Since J.959'
many of the more obviou,$rof
these injustices have been
replaced by more subtle and
positive means of encourag-
ing production, for which
bonuses may sometimes* • be
awarded. Although the situa-
tion with regard to labormo-
bility has become more tkAd,
the complicated procedure jof
changing jobs discourages
workers from seeking em-
ployment elsewhere. Workjrs
receive various fringe bene-
fits such as sick pay, hous-
ing priority, and the use; of
rest homes and recreational
facilities. In general, sanitary"
and safety standards in So-
viet industry are decidedly
"ower than in western coun
Itries.

(To Be Continued)' "
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