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COMPLETE PROTECTION — The covered
walkway along the full length of the building
is one of the most outstanding features of the
new Marine Midland bank building on Elm
Street. It allows passengers to alight from
their cars at any point along that side of the

building, with complete protection from the
weather to any of the three main entrances.
Cars may either drive around the building, or
exit may be made on Munson Street, by way
of the main parking area which has space for
27 vehicles.

Lavish Interior Decor

Service, Convenience And Beauty
Combined In Newest Bank Facility

The new Potsdam Branch
Office of the Marine-Midland
Trust Co., on Elm Street com-
bines a dignified, functional-
type exterior with a warmly
lavish and beautifully decor-
ated interior to provide the ut-
most in service, convenience
and accomodation for the
many patrons who comprise
the clientele of our oldest local
Bank (although it has not al-
ways been known by this
name, as Mrs. Little's histori-
cal sketch on this page ex-
plains).

Viewed from the front, the
size of the building is decep-
tive. It stretches along the
JDlm Street entrance and park-
big area for a considerable
(distance which allows for dia-
gonal parking of about 12
cars.

The covered walk-way
along the full length of the
building on this side allows
passengers complete protec-
tion from the weather from
the car to any of the three
main entrances.

Gars may drive around the
building and exit on Elm
Street, or exit may be made on
Munson Street through the
main parking area which has
space for 27 vehicles.

( I A ground cover of myrtle

provides greenery wherever
there is no paving, and peren-
nials and other flowers have
been included in the landscap-
ing of the entire property
area,

Entrance
There is a Drive-In entrance

at the very front of the Bank,
decorated with scultures and
the ornamental holders for the
United States Flag and the
banner of the Marine Midland
Co. Searchlights play on the
simply-lettered front of the
building along this Drive-in
entrance. A conveniently lo-
cated microphone allows con-
versation with the Teller in-
side.

A small lobby immediately
adjacent to the Drive-in win-
dow is to be open 24-hours a
day, according to Bank Man-
ager Joseph Romola, who ex-
plains that a brand new type
of deposit slot provides auto-
matic 'drop' so that no paper
may get stuck where it could
be removed. There is a counter
here containing slots for de-
posit slips etc. for the conveni-
ence of after-hour depositors.

Romola's office), complete
with a conference room sec-
tion, features a paneled room
divider for privacy when de-
sired. All offices are covered

with wall to wall carpeting in
two-tone blue tweed, especial-
ly woven for Marine-Midland.

Inside
A large area for the recep-

tionist and a raised platform
with three desks for company
officers make up the center
section of the building, with
walnut paneling and walnut
grill-covering for the fluore-
scent lights.

Opposite the Tellers Cages
section in the next room are
benches where customers may
sit by the desks for preparing
papers etc. A three-dimen-
sional abstract mural by
Klaus Bberling of Adams Cen-
ter covers most of the wall be-
hind the tellers' cages.

The Safe Deposit boxes and
coupon-cutting cubicles are
all equipped with a light
underneath the shelves, so
that dropped items may be
more easily seen and recover-
ed.

The Bank Vault is equipped
with all the latest safety de-
vices, including a tube which
may be teasily operated to al-
low air flow and communica-
tion with the main office. The
new type vault door features
a threshold which raises and

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS appear hap-
py with the new surroundings as they pose
(with local Bank Manager Joseph Romola at
the new structure on Elm Street. Shown left
to right are Romola; Alfred W. Thatcher;
Franklin R. Little, chairman; Richard Elliott;

Felix Shelly; and John Van Ness. Absent
when the picture was taken were Advisory
Board members Morton Winters, and George
Theobald. Beside the local Board, Marine
Midland secures advice from its Board of Di-
rectors and it« Corporation Advisory Board.

History Of Local Banking Shows
Many Changes In Past 114 Years
By DEE LITTLE

One hundred fourteen years
ago last month the first bank
was established in Potsdam.
Known as the Frontier Bank,
it was located in a small
building on Fall Island and
had a capital of $50,000.

Next Thursday, July 1, the
newest banking office in Pots-
dam will open its doors when
the Marine Midland Trust Co.
of Northern New York dedi-
cates its $425,000 building on
Elm Stret, across from the
post office, thus maintaining
the tradition of providing
complete banking service to a
thriving community.

The Frontier Bank
The Frontier Bank of Pots-

dam was established in May,
1851 by Henry Keep of Water-
town, The three stockholders
were H. P. Alexander, then
president of the Herkimer
County Bank; J. C. Dann,
cashier at the Sackets Harbor
Bank; and Bloomfield Usher,
formerly of Herkimer who
had moved to Potsdam a few
years previously.

Starting with its small pri-
vate capital, by October the
bank's resources had grown to
,$61,633. The president of the
bank was Carlton E. Sanford
and the other officers were
William A. Herrick, vice pres-
ident; William L. Pert, cash-
ier; F. M. Peck, first teller.
Among those on the board
were Hosea Bicknell, father of
Herbert Bicknell, Elm Street,
and Hollis Snell, father of the
late Congressman Bertrand H.
Snell.

In 1853 the bank moved into
its own building on the west
side of Market Stret where
Calipari's Music Store is now
located. This building was
used as a bank for 71 years.
The Frontier Bank was reor-
ganized as a State bank in
May 1854 with its capital in-
creased to $100,000 and con-
tinued its activity here until
1860.

National Bank of Potsdam
Around 1863 the First Na-

tional Bank of Potsdam came
into existence, under the lea-
dership of Bloomfield Usher
as president; It took over the
assets of the Frontier Bank
and its building. Bloomfield's
brother Luke was cashier;
William Usher, Jr. was teller
and William Henry was teller
and cashier for 12 years. Six-
teen stockholders held the cap-
ital stock now. The National
Bank thrived in the growing
village of Potsdam from the
early 1860's until 1897 and

locks under the door auto-
matically, sealing the vault.

In the receptionists room off
the vault there has been
placed a small hand-operated
dumb-waiter which carries the
work flow from the tellers to
the proof room downstairs.

Downstairs
Going from the Time Plan

Department with its own
bookkeeping office and rec-
rdso section, an easy flight of
stairs, also heavily carpeted,
leads one to the Bookkeeping,
Proofing machines, postage
meter, addressograph, coding
machine and other necessary
adjuncts of this complicated
business known as banking.

The telephone switchboard
is located downstairs also, and
is console style. David Satter-
lee, Chief Clerk, responsible
for the internal operations of
the Bank, has his office in this
area, all of which is covered
with reddish brown tweed car-
peting, woven to order.

The storage and supply
rooms, the electrical switch-
boards and an incinerator
room for buring those papers
which must be destroyed be-
cause of their confidential sta-
tus, and a large and well-
eq' ?d employees' lounge—
the with restrooms and
clua rooms, make up the re-
mainder of the lower floor.

The Lounge opens onto a
patio with terraced plantings,
and a short flight of steps
lead to the rear parking area.

Romola said that the
Lounge and attached kitchen-
ette will be available for small
neeting groups during the
evenings, on a first-ask, first-
served basis. Various samples!
of locally produced art work
will be displayed here from
time to time.

was the only bank in Potsdam
for 23 years.

The People's Bank
In February, 1889 the Peo-

ple's Bank of Potsdam was es-
tablished by Carlton B. San-
ford, who was president. A
number of men who were on
the Frontier Bank board were
also active in People's Bank:
William A. Herrick was vice
president and William L. Pert,
cashier; the board of directors
included Judge Theodore
Swift, Hoseah Bicknell, Hollis
Snell, William W. Weed, John
S. Thompson of Stockholm,
George Wright of Hopkinton
and Royal Newton of Parish-
ville.

This bank was first located
in a brick building at the cor-
ner of Elm and Market
Streets where Don's Market is
now. Liberty Knowles, who
settled in Potsdam in 1809 and
who was a prominent lawyer
and businessman here until
1859, had his law office on
this corner. This building too
was destined to serve as a
bank building for 55 years.

When theNational Bank of
Potsdam failed during the de-
pression of 1897, the People's
Bank purchased the National
Bank building on the west side
of Market Street and moved
in. It occupied that building
until 1924.

Other present or recent
Potsdam resident who were
active in the People's Bank in-
clude the late Fred R. Wood-
ruff, cashier in 1915 and pres-
ident from 1923 to 1944; the
late Warren O. Daniels, noted
lawyer and chairman of the
board in 1944; Fay MacDon-
ald, Bay Stret, who joined the'
People's Bank in 1921; Pierre
Rozon, Cottage Street, who
came to People's in 1932; Ev-
erett McDonough, 20 Elm St.,
who joined the bank staff in
March 1942; and Mrs. Ivy Ro-
bar who became secretary to
the president in November,
1942.

The Sisson family became
connected with People's in
1892 when Rufus L. Sisson be-
came a director. Charles H.
Sisson joined the board in
1931 and Walter H. Sisson
was named director in 1937.

In 1924 the People's Bank
decided its 71-year-old build-
ing was too small and so they
purchased land on the corner
of Market and Raymond
Streets. Their new building
opened the summer of 1924
and is just now being vacated
as Marine Midland moves into
its new office. The old Fron-
tier bank building was taken
over by Lamar Coal Company.
Calipari's Music Store pur-
chased it in 1953 and remodel-
ed the front as it appears to-
day.

Citizens National Bank
The Citizens National Bank

of Potsdam was established in
the village in 1899, just two
years after the National Bank
of Potsdam closed. William
Pert was president. The bank
was located in the building on
the corner of Elm and Market,
which the People's Bank had
just vacated. Citizens Nation-
al remained in this location
until 1944.

Mr. Pert died in 1900 and
successive presidents were Ed-
son Perkins (1900-1905);
Fred L. Dewey (1906-1923);
Robert H. Byrns (1923-1932);
Frank L. Cubley (1932-1941)
and William J. Benjamin,
(1941-1944), who currentlly
resides at 56 Elm St. Adam L.
Sitteriy, Lawrence Avenue,
came to Citizens National as
executive vice president in
1941.

Chapin Collins, Hopkinton
Road, joined Citizens National
in June, 1906, as bookkeeper.
He was assistant cashier until
1923, then vice president until
1944. He is the father of Dr.
Robert Collins.

The Citizens National Bank
began its operations with
$50,000 capital which later in-
creased to $100,000. It was a
Federal Reserve bank and a
depository for state, county
and village funds.

Potsdam Bank & Trust Co.
After 65 years and 45 years

respectively in business in
Potsdam, the People's Bank of
Potsdam and the Citizens Na-
tional Bank merged in June,
1944 to become the Potsdam
Bank and Trust Company. The
new bank occupied the Peo-
ple's Bank building on the

corner of Raymond and Mar-
ket Streets.

Frederick Woodruff, presi-
dent of People's bank for 21
years, became president and
trust officer of the Potsdam
Bank and Trust Co.; Adam
Sitteriy, executive vice presi-
dent of Citizens National, be-
came vice president and cash-
ier; and William J. Benjamin,
president of Citizens National,
became a vice president of the
new bank.

Other local residents were
active in the new bank: Oha-
pin Collins became assistant
cashier; he retired in 1950;
Pay MacDonald was named
note teller; he retired in
1955; Pierre Rozon continued
as cashier and loan officer and
he retires on July 1, 1965. Ev-
erett McDonough became head
teller of Potsdam Bank and
Trust and is now note teller of
the Marine Midland branch
and Mrs, Ivy Robar first con-
tinued as secretary to the
bank president and is current-
ly head clerk of the time plan
at the Marine Midland branch.

Included on the board of d.i-
rectors of the Potsdam Bank
and Trust in 1944 were Basil
W. Elliott, Dr. Thomas M.
Watkins and Harry I. Van
Ness as well as Walter O. Sis-
son and W. O. Daniels, who
are now deceased.
Northern New York Trust Co.

On Dec. 4,1953 the Potsdam
Bank and Trust Co. merged
with the Northern New York
Trust Co., which was part of
the state-wide Marine Mid-
land Banking system. The
home office of Northern New
York Trust was in Watertown
with offices in Potsdam, Al-
exandria Bay, Antwerp, Evans
Mills, Adams, Copenhagen,
Massena, and Malone.

Mr. Woodruff retired on
Dec. 31, 1953 and Mr. Sitteriy
became vice president of
Northern New York Trust and
manager of the Potsdam of-
fice. He retired in 1955 and
Edgar Reeves, 108 Leroy St.,
took over as manager, a post
he held until his retirement
last year. Joseph Romolo, who
resides at 31 Chestnut St., has
been manager of the Potsdam
branch since July, 1964.

Marine Midland dropped the
name Northern New York
Trust Co. in 1963 and from
that time its offices have been
called branch offices of the
Marine Midland Trust Co. of
Northern New York.

Today, banking in Potsdam
continues its role of support-
ing a progressive community
with the opening of this new-
est bank building by Marine
Midland.

Time Plan Like

"Super Market"
Marine Midland Time Plan

is your financing "super-mar-
ket." It is an important part
of the 'full service' Marine
Midland Bank.

Purchases of automobiles,
boats, mobile homes, appli-
ances, furniture, etc. may be
financed and you are not re-
stricted to a single loan —
many people have several
loans at one time.

The only restriction is a
sound payment program tail-
ored to fit your budget, and
your loans can be fully pro-
tected with life and disability
insurance at reasonable rates
to protect you and your fam-
ily.

Dealers
An added convenience for

those who find it difficult to
visit the bank office is the
Midland Time Plan Dealer
Program. You 3ave valuable
time, you obtain bank rates
right in your Dealer's show-
room or office. All the neces-
sary papers can be completed
at the Dealer's and forward-
ed to the bank.

Should an emergency occur
that might change your budg-
et, Marine Midland provides
trained people and valuable
assistance in revising your
budget. Debt consolidation
loans can be arranged also.

Your credit is a valuable
asset. You can preserve and
s t r e n g t h e n your rating
through Marine Midland Time
Plan's Bank financing tailor-
ed to fit your needs.

Howard Steele, assistant
secretary, has headed the
Marine Midland Time Plan
Department lince 1250.

MERGER OF TWO BANKS, the People's Bank and the Citi-
zens National Bank, became Potsdam Bank and Trust Com-
pany in 1944. In 1953, this facility merged with Northern New
York Trust Co. which was part of the state-wide Marine-
Midland banking system. Jn 1963, the bank dropped the name
Northern New York Trust and since then has been known as
Potsdam Branch of Marine Midland Trust Co. The facility has
continued on the corner of Raymond and Market Streets, as
shown above, until next week, when it will move to its new
building on Elm Street.

FRONTIER BANK — The Frontier Bank of Potsdam was
established in 1851 in a small building on Fall Island, with
three stockholders and a capital of $50,000. Two years later it
moved into its own building on Market Street, where Cali-
pari's Music Store is now located. This bank continued until
1860, although it was reorganized as a State Bank in 1854.

PEOPLE'S BANK — The People's Bank of Potsdam wu es-
tablished in 1889 and included on its Board of Directors a
number of men who were also on the Frontier Bank Board.
People's Bank was first located in a brick building on the
corner of Elm and Market Streets, where Don's Market is
now. It remained there for 55 years, until People's Bank pur-
chased the National Bank building (which had failed iring
the depression of 1898) on the west side of Market eet,
and moved its operations to that location. It occupk . that
building until 1924, when they opened a new building on the
corner of Market and Raymond


