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Ice. They were mostly Rus>
1̂ make with one black
dge and a black Ford
[long them.
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'INALLY HALF an hour

the parade began. An
ny of gymnasts on special
ycles performed in front
the reviewing stand. There

pst have been 1,000 or
of them in bizarre cos-

nes. Special elite units of
i Red Army paraded with
pir bands. In front of us

counted 10 Army bands
|d a special unit of missile
ops.

emingly interminable
jes of people poured into
id Square from every street
|ding into it. There were
(legations from each of the
republics making up the

Bviet Union. These people
|d come from all over that
st land to take part in this
irade. Many were in their

Itive costumes. Each repub
y was identified by its own
pte flower. These were fash-
tted of paper and carried
.,' bouquets by each marcher,
ach delegation carried its
n banners and had its own
ats, many of which depict-
the U. S. as a cruel and

jloody imperialist aggressor
gainst their Communist
others in Viet Nam.

• • •
I THE SOVIETS have always
hade May Day an occasion
p parade their military
bight. They did not do so this
'ear as they celebrated the
Oth anniversary of the sur-
ender of the Germans on May

and put on an exclusively
ulitary show then with all

ir latest weapons. How-
r, in this May Day Parade
y included many of their

lite military units. The mass
E marchers were, however,

delegations of workers and
peasants from the 15 repub-
lics which comprise the Soviet
Union. I am glad the military
did not parade in full force
also as I would have been

;ere yet. As it was, the par-
fade lasted three and a half
Ihours.
I.. After it finally ended we
fcwalked blocks to where our
I bus was waiting and got back
I to the Ukraine, dry clothes

d a drink to warm my froz-

S0VH5T CITIES include a number of
impressive public buildings such as the
Moscow University complex shown

above, and many large but drab housing
blocks such as those below.

The ballet was Laurencia and
the premiere danseuse that people quickly from level to
night was the reigning star of level. There is a vast bar and
Russian ballet, Maya Pliset-
skaya. Both the ballet and the
theatre were unforgettable
experiences.

The only modern building
in the Kremlin is the Krem-
lin Palace of Congresses. It
was completed in 1961. It is
a huge structure of shining
glass and silvery aluminum.
:t seats 6,000, has 800 rooms.

en bones. Our filet of horselt is one of the most impres-

tiers with escalators taking

restaurant on the third floor.
The escalators whisk 6,000
persons there between acts,
are then reversed before the
curtain goes up again and
takes them/back to their res-
pective levels with dispatch
and no crowding or contusion

There is a wonderful
arboretum or botanical gar-
den where people can smoke
or chat during intermission

HERE WE SAW THE BOLSHOI BALLET
,.—This is another view of the magnificent

\; ;Palace of Congresses inside the Kremlin
[walls. The theatre seats 6,000 persons,
the building has 800 rooms. Here John

DeGraff and two of our friends of the
American Newspapers Study Mission
witnessed a performance of the Bolshoi,
the world's most famous ballet company,

in a Russian ballet "Laurencia".

meat and boiled potatoes
even tasted good that day.

• • •

• THAT NIGHT John De-
J'draff, who was with me on
I this trip and with whom I
i .roomed, was fortunate to ob-
tain four tickets-to the famed
Bolshoi Ballet which was pre- with no confusion or delay.

( sented in the Kremlin Palace
of Congresses. We took Debby
McPherson, whose late hus-viet and for Communist Party
Jjand was publisher of the
Framingham, Mass. News and
feetty Penson of Boise, Idaho.]

sive and magnificent build-
ings I have ever seen. No one
can take his hat or coat to his
seat. All must be checked. I
have never seen as smooth
and efficient an operation as
that of 6,000 people checking

if they don't want to go to the
bar or restaurant. With all
that vast crowd I did not see
one program, one cigarette,
one scrap of paper on any
floor. We can learn much
from the Russians about

their wraps and then getting keeping our public buildings
them after the performance

The Palace is used for the
meetings of the Supreme So-

Congresses. It is also used for
ballet, concerts and theatri-
cal productions. It has many

clean. They keep theirs im-
maculate.

A BOLSHOI BALLET is
unforgettable. Nearly 2,000
are involved in an average
production. The greatest
dancers, greatest musicians

•SEVERAL MOSCOW itineraries include
•xcunlons by motor launch on the Mos-

cow Canal. The Grand Kremlin Palace
looms in the background.

and orchestras, the greatest
stage and costume designers,
the greatest of all the theatri-
cal talent of Russia is com'
bined to produce a Bolshoi
Ballet. The costumes, the
music, the stage setting were
memorable. In the last act the
castle of the exploiting baron
was burned to the ground be-
fore our eyes while the Com-
munist hero rescued the
beautiful heroine from the
rapacious and lascivious arms
of the baron.

* » •

Russian women are the
most unattractive I saw on
this entire trip. They are fat,
dumpy, have no style or chic.
Their ballerinas, however, are
exquisite. Plisetskaya and
the troupe of Bolshoi bailer
inas who supported her were
beautiful to behold. We had
excellent seats in the orches-
tra and John and I could
really see the grace and
beauty of the Bolshoi baller-
inas—and enjoy them.

The tour of the Kremlin
which I took was a memor-
able experience. It was closed
to the public until 1955. I
remember one time former
Governor Averell Harriman
told me that when he was
U. S. Ambassador to Russia
he had visited Stalin in the
Kremlin. He said he had been
taken from the U. S. Embassy
directly to the Kremlin gates,
driven through to Stalin's
modest office and that is all
he ever saw of this famous
and historic place. Our group
of editors and publishers
spent many hours in the
Kremlin, saw all the impor-
tant buildings, and I could
go back and spend many
more hours there if I have
the opportunity some day.

* • •
THE KREMLIN is a walled

city within a city. It covers
64 acres and includes 20
towers, seven churches and
cathedrals, and various pal-
aces, museums and office
buildings. The Kremlin Mu-
seum or Armory contains
vast treasures of Imperial
Russia. Other landmarks are
the Grand Kremlin Palace,
the new Kremlin Palace of
Congresses where John De
Graff and I had witnessed the
unforgettable Bolshoi Ballet
the night before present "Lau-
rencia." Meetings of the Su
preme Soviet and Communist
Party Congresses are now
held here in this magnificent
building, the only modern
one in the Kremlin, in the
6,000 seat auditorium.

In the Kremlin yard we
saw the Czar Bell and the
Czar Cannon, each of them
the largest ever cast. The
cathedrals and palaces of the
Kremlin contain invaluable
treasures of ancient art, its
v.enerable walls keep mempr-

jies of crucial events in the
history of Russia. From here,
in the 14th century Prince
Dmitry Donskoy led his army
against the Tartar and Mon-
gol hordes which had enslav-
ed the Russian land and rout-
ed them in the Battle of Kuli-
kovo. In 1812 the retreating
army of Napoleon attempted
(n destroy the cathedrals and
towers of the Kremlin. Many
of them were saved by the
Russians who risked their

lives to preserve this holy of
holies of their people. Others
were restored after Napoleon
evacuated Moscow. In 1917
a cannonade roared over the
Kremlin; the revolutionary
troops stormed the fortress
and forced its Czarist defend-
ers to surrender.

* * *
I GOT A SPLENDID view

of the Kremlin ensemble, the
greatest monument of Rus-
sian history, architecture and
art from the Bolshoi Ka-
menny Bridge. I felt a thrill
to be actually looking at this
most famous complex of pal-
aces, cathedrals and national
monuments spread out before
me. Here was the heart of a
giant city and a giant nation
and the center of world Com
munism.

The mighty fortress walls
were built late in the 15th
century and surround the
Kremlin in an irregular tri-
angle. The walls are sur-
mounted by 20 huge shooting-
towers, each built in an ori-
ginal architectural style.

The most beautiful tower
is the Spasskaya which is
slender and graceful, al-
though monumental. Its
height is 240 feet. The huge
clock on the Spasskaya Tower
strikes hours, half-hours and
quarter hours. The striking
of this famous clock marks
the beginning and ending of
Moscow Radio's daily world
wide broadcasts. The five
tallest Kremlin towers are
crowned with gilded ruby
stars which glow red day and
night above the Kremlin.

• • •

WE VISITED the outstand-
ing monuments of ancient
Russian architecture, the
Cathedrals of the Annuncia-
tion, Assumption, Archangel
Michael and the bell tower of
Ivan the Great. The Cathe-
dral of the Assumption used
to be the place of corona-
tions of the Russian Czars.
At the Archangel Michael
Cathedral we saw the burial
vaults of Russian Czars and
grand dukes. I looked with
particular interest at the
vault where Ivan the Terrible
and Catherine the Great are1

buried. The most ancient of
the tombs is that of Ivan Ka
lita who died in 1341. The
most ancient ikons or sacred
images, paintings and murals
of Russia are in these cathe-
drals. The wonderful frescoes
date back to 1508.

The 350 feet bell-tower of
Ivan the Great is a miracle
of architectural art of the
early 16th century. Nearby is
the building chosen as the
seat of the Soviet Govern-
ment. Above the green dome
of this building flutters the
State Ensign of the Soviet
Union hoisted here on Lenin's
instruction in 1918 soon af-
ter the Government had
moved from Petrograd to Mos
cow. On the third floor of
this building I found Lenin's
office and his modest apart-
ment. Everything has been
preserved here just the way
it was in his lifetime.

• * •
WE NEXT VISITED the

Grand Kremlin Palace. This
beautiful building was erect-
ed on a hill-top in the mid-
nineteenth century. We saw
several ancient imperial cham-
bers of the 15th, 16th and
17th centuries including the
Jzarina's . Golden Chamber.

The hall of sessions of the
Supreme Soviets of the
USSR and the Russian Fed-
eration is the largest in the
Palace and accommodates up
to 3,000 people. Very famous
for the splendor of its in-
terior and wonderful parquet
floors is the Georgiyevsky
Hall, used for the most im-
portant government and diplo
matic receptions and oc holi-
days for youth nails and New
Year children's galas.

VIEW FROM BOLSHOI Kamenny Bridge.
This is the striking view we had of the
Kremlin Ensemble, greatest monument of

One of my many exciting ex-
periences in Moscow was my
visit in the Kremlin'with our
group of editors to the oldest
Russian Museum, Oruzheinaya

Russian history, architecture and art in
the heart of Moscow.

forbears were serfs on the
estates of the Czars and the
aristocrats. I must say it is
very effective propaganda.

VIEW OF RED SQUARE—from one of the towers sur-
mounting the Kremlin walls. It was here I saw the huge
May Day Parade participated in by hundreds of thous-
ands of Russians from all the 15 Soviet Republic. Lenin's

tomb is in foreground.

AS I WANDERED through
the treasure house of Imperial
Russia I jotted down a few
of the objects of priceless value

saw. Among them was the
throne of Ivan the Terrible in
solid turquoise and rubies, the
diamond studded thrnne of his
father Michael, the first of the
Romanoff dynasty. I saw I he
solid silver throne of Peter the
rreat, a collection of crown?;,

scepters, globes and hals en-
crusted with thousands of dia-
monds and other precious stone.3.
Then there was the golden car-
riage of Catherine the Great,
the gift of the Sultan of Tur-
key, her saddle of diamonds
and emeralds, her necklace of
990 diamonds. Npxt we saw the
carriage given by Elizabeth I
of England to Peter the Great.
The ornate carriage made by
Austrian artisans and given to
Catherine the Great by one of
her many lovers. Some of Hie
court dresses of the daughter of
Peter the Great who ruled Rus-
sia after his death. She had
15,000 dresses at the time of
her death and the Russian trea-
sury had one ruble left.

Then there was a solid ivory
eagle given tn the Czar hy the
Emperor of Japan, Russian ar-
mor from the 13th century to
the 18th, priceless ikons or
holy images and paintings given
to the Czars by the Orthodox
Church, a silver service givi'n
by the English ambassador and

* $ > • * • > < • .

KREMLIN PALACE OF CONGRESSES—
This is the only modern building in the
Kremlin, the others being hundreds of

years old but perfectly preserved and
beautiful architecturally.

Palata (the State Armory),
founded as far back as the
early .16th century. It contains
a unique collection of thrones,
ancient ceremonial carriages,
decorative harnesses finished in
goid and precious stones, col-
lections of plate armour, chain
mail, bows and arrows, swords,

the 13th to 18th centuries. I
saw golden czars' and czarinas'
crowns set with fabulous and
priceless jewels, sceptres,
gloves, exquisite gold and sil-

ver articles wrought by ancient
masters of many countries of pieces. One of the most popu-
West and East (12th-19th) cen
turies, gobelin tapestries and
many other magnificent relics
of the Czarist centuries of rule.

The Soviets keep the collec-
tion intact and encourage their model of the Kremlin in solid
citizens to visit the Armoury gold and in diamonds.

spears and other war gear of and see for themselves the
splendor and extravagance of
the Imperial Court. The So-
viets remind their people that
when the Czars were living in
this unimaginable luxury their

MAUSOLEUM OF Vladimir Ilyich Lenin.
One of the great sights in the city of
Moscov/ where we joined the ranks of the

visitors. Lines of Russians from all over
the Soviet Union wait at every hour to visit

the mausoleum.

consisting of 2275 separate

lar exhibits was the display of
the work of the goldsmith Fah-
erge with his fabulous jeweled
Easter eggs, his model of the
first Trans-Siberian railroad
train in gold and diamonds, his

I LEFT the Armoury with
my head swimming with the
lavish and fantastic display of
relics of the splendor of the
Imperial courts. We walked from
the Kremlin to Red Square and
found our bus waiting to take
us to the American Embassy.

Here we were greeted by Er-
nest Weincr, Cultural Attache
and William Lewis, Chief of
the Political Section. They gave
us most informative and highly
confidential briefings until Am-
bassador Fay Kohler arrived.
He greeted us all and talked
at length and off-the-record on
conditions in Russia today. I
sat next to former U.S. Senator
and Secretary of the Interior
Fred Seaton, who was a mem-
ber of our group. "Fay Kohler
is one of our very top diplo-
mats," Fred said. "I know his
high reputation from my years
in Washington. He is one of
the three of fuiir diplomats we
have who is considered big
enough for this key post as
Ambassador to the Soviet Un-
ion."

(To UP Continued)


