
St. Lawrence County Editor At May Day Parade In Red Square
By FRANKLIN R. LITTLE
Moscow is a city of con-

trasts. Everywhere you can
see the venerable, ancient
cathedrals, buildings dating
back centuries and multi-
storeyed skyscrapers of new!
Moscow. The present century I
and the centuries past are!
neighbors in the streets and
squares of the city.

We had a sightseeing tour
of the great city. We visited
Gorky St.. which is called
Moscow's main street. Shaded
with thick-crowned lime-trees
it is a favorite promenade for
Mucovites. This street boasts
of many handsome buildings
and sculptured monuments,
stores, restaurants and cafes.
It was in this street that the
general reconstruction of
Moscow began in 1937. At the
•beginning of the street is the
austere Central Telegraph Of-
fice with its imposing semi-
circular entrance above which
rotates a luminous model of
the globe. Here all the cen
tral and international tele-
phone, cable and telegraph
offices are housed. On this
street are imposing monu-
ments to the great poets Alex-
ander Pushkin, Dolgouruky,
and Gorky.

* • *
WE SAW the famous Bol-

shoi Theatre. This was the
private theatre of the Czars
and this is the home of the
world famous Bolshoi Ballet
which we saw perform the
next night at the Kremlin
Palace of Congresses. The
Bolshoi is undoubtedly one of
the most impressive opera
houses in the world. Its five-
tiered auditorium seats 2,000,
approximately the same num-
ber of people as are involved
in the incredibly lavish Bol-
shoi production.

We saw the Academy of
Sciences, Tolstoy's House, im-
posing public buildings and
whole blocks of new apart-
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434-in Central Stadium, a
acre sports area.

Moscow is filled with build-
ings which are monuments to
ts history, culture and art of

buildings, parks, museums,
churches, theatres, and exhi-
bitons.

Our first day's trip about
the city ended at Red Square,

MARX PROSPEKT — This is one of the
principal squares in downtown Moscow
named after Karl Marx, whose teachings

ment houses. Moscow is build-
ing new apartments faster
than any city in the world
but is still far from keeping
up with demand.

We drove to see the new
campus of the University of
Moscow built on the Lenin
Hills in southwest Moscow
overlooking the Moscow
River. This campus was be-
gun in 1948 and opened its
doors to students in the fall
of 1953. It includes a total of
37 buildings. The 78-foot
tower of the main building is
the tallest structure in all of
Europe except the Eiffel Tow-
er, A number of the depart-
ments of the University are
still located in the old pre-
mises adjacent to Red Square.
The University has a student
body of 25,000 and a teach-
ing staff of 1,300.

were the basis of Communism as devel-
oped by Lenin. This section of Moscow is

relatively new and quite impressive.

RETURNING FROM the
University we saw Gorky
Park, along the Moscow
River near the new uni-
versity campus. It has
numerous garden prome-
nades, amusements a n d
rides, movies, libraries, cafes
and an open-air theatre. Near

architectural ensemble. From
here the Revolutionary troops
stormed the Kremlin in the
days of the October Revolu-
tion of 1917. Red Square has
more than once heard Len-
in's voice. It is the site of
holiday demonstrations and
military parades. I was to
witness one the following day
on May Day, the holy day of
the Russian and world Com-
munists.

* • •

IN THE CENTER of the
Square, nearer to the Krem
lin wall stands the Lenin
Mausoleum. Its geometrically
severe outlines are solemn
and austere. It is only open
certain hours of the day and
was closed over the May Day
weekend so we could not visit
it and see the embalmed body
of the little man who influen-
ced the world more profound-
ly than any other except
Jesus Christ. The Mausoleum
also serves as a reviewing

t a n d where Communist
•arty and government lead-

ers review the great parades
which pass through Red
Square.

On the southern side of the

by is the sprawling new Len- spend weeks in seeing these
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one of the world's most im- square stands another monu

VIEW OF UKRAINE HOTEL—This is the largest hotel in Europe and Is where we
stayed while in Moscow.

ment to Russian national art
and a unique monument of
world architecture — St. Ba-
sil's Cathedral built between'
1555 and 1560.

Red Square is overlooked
by the facade of GUM the
Soviet Union's largest depart-
ment store. The usually brief
scheduled visit to GUM is in-
tended to impress the visitor
with the wide variety of con-
sumer goods available to So-
viet citizens. The GUM is full
of merchandise of great va-
riety, but this is not the whole
story. Try to go back to the
GUM for a closer look and to
visit smaller stores in Mos-
cow and other cities. You
will notice the prices are ex-
tremely high in terms of the
average industrial worker's
wage of about 75 rubles which
is approximately $75. Many
goods are in very short sup-
ply and there are often near
riots as shoppers crowd in to
snap up a limited new ship-
ment of some scarce item.
Moreover, it must be remem-
bered that GUM is the best
stocked department store in

the whole Soviet Union and
that many Soviet citizens tra-
vel great distance to buy at
GUM many articles which are
virtually impossible to find in
retail outlets even in the
large provincial cities, not to
mention the villages.

* * *
T H E AFTERNOON we

were in Red Square it was
filled with gymnasts, soldiers
and other participants in the
May Day parade which was
to be held the next day. There
were thousands who were
carrying flags and banners,
there were hundreds of floats
which were in the Square and
being carried or pulled by
those who were to participate
tomorrow. Many of the, floats
pictured a villainous' Uncle
Sam raining bombs on help-
less North Viet Nam, others
showed the Statue of Liberty
with the head and face of
Uncle Sam with large dollar
signs for eyes.

The next day, May 1, 1
missed our bus at the Uk
raine Hotel for Bed Square
and made my own way alone
to witness the historic pa
rade. I talked my way through
11 lines of police and soldiers
by showing my American
Study Mission badge with its
red, white and blue ribbon
around my neck and my
nameplate which identified
me by name and as repre-
senting the Northern New
York Publishing Co. of Og-
densburg, New York, U.S.A.

May 1 in Moscow, Russia,
this year was very cold and
snow fell most of the day.
The sky was dark and surly.
A bitter wind was blowing. I
stepped out of the Ukraine
Hotel where we were staying
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CINEMA THEATRE IN MOSCOW—Here
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world. American films are shown here as

•evidence of the decadence and degen-
eracy of capitalism and especially of the

United States.

md told Emma, our Russian
[ntourist Guide, that I would
jo to my 19th floor room and
let a sweater. I asked her to
hold the bus for me. She
misunderstood and thought I
was not going to Red Square
to see the May Day parade
as several others in our party
were not. When I came down
to the first floor I found the
bus had left. I tried to get
several of the taxi drivers
parked near the hotel to take
me to Red Square. They did
not understand and just
shook their heads.

I went in the hotel and
asked the girl at the recep-
tion desk if she could help
me get to the National Hotel
near Red Square. She wrote
'lit the name of the hotel in

Russian, told me to show it
to the taxi driver. I finally
found one who reluctantly
agreed to take me after read-
ing where I wanted to go.

• * »
I LATER LEARNED that

all traffic was halted for
many blocks around the
Kremlin and Red Square on
this holy day for the Soviets.
No one was permitted to get
to Red Square without cre-
dentials. Not a car or pedes-
trian was in sight as we
crossed the Moscow River.
Shortly on the opposite side
we were stopped by a cordon
of police and grimfaced Red
soldiers with tommy guris
who ordered the driver to

THE BOLSHOI THEATRE — This is the home of the
world's most famous ballet—the Bolshoi. This was the pri-

vate theatre of the Czars.
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stop and turn around. The
commanding officer came -to
the taxi looking very upset
at this violation of the rules.
I drew myself to my full
height looked him in the eye
and opened my coat and
showed my red, white and
blue ribbon and my name tag
as a member of the American
Study Mission and coming
from Ogdensburg, N. Y. 'He
was evidently puzzled but
concluded it was a very spe- -
cial credential, clicked his
heels and saluted. We dr»ve<#

on. In another two blocks We
ran into another cordon of
troops and police. The name
tag worked wonders again.
We were waved through with
a salute.

* * »
WE... WERE STOPPED1-a

third time and the driver in-
dicated he had had it. and w/is
going to turn around regard-
less of what I did. I paid him
in rubles, got out, drew my-
self up, looked as important
as possible, showed my name
tag. The officer called an-
other officer. They both s,tu-
died it and talked excitedly
in a torrent of Russian. They
evidently concluded I was, an ••
person of special importance
as they saluted smartly and
waved me through. This wept
on for a total of 11 police
and Red soldier blockades. I
showed the police or soldiers
the name of my hotel destiija-
tion and they indicated *y
holding up their fingers how
many blocks I should 50
ahead, then turn so many
blocks. The nearer I got -to
Red Square the more friend-
ly the Russians seented to be-
come. They all treated me "as
a VIP, smiled and said "Am-
ericaine, Ambassadeur?" io
which I nodded very affirms-*
tively. They looked at me 'in
a friendly way but as if I had
come from some other planet.
They had probably never
seen an American before.
Some of the officers evident-
ly mistook me for the Ameri-
can ambassador.

* • •

IT WAS SNOWING hard
again, and the wind dllt
through my light topcoat." I
will never forget my feelings
as I walked through those de-
serted streets. I did not know
a word of Russian, no one
knew a word of English. I did
not know whether I was lcfct,
or even whether I was goijig. a
in the right direction. My'
luck had been fabulous Iso
far, but what if it ran «Jt?
I could be arrested, could dis-
appear and vanish. None-of
my party would know whe!re
" was or what had happ«n£d
to me. It is a rather novel
feeling to be utterly alone .'in
Moscow on May Day, wandfer-
ing through empty streets
hoping to find Red Square
and hoping the next line .'of
soldiers and police will fjtll
for your ribbon and name tag
and pass you through. •

FINALLY, after seemingly
walking miles, I saw v&st
crowds ahead and knew I was
approaching Red Square.! I
jot through the last police ̂
line and saw the sign of fjie
National Hotel in Menage
Square. When I saw the fa-
miliar faces of my fellow
travellers I was a( most happy
man. Wfc-had been allocated
space in front of the Na-
tional .Hotel which command-
ed an excellent view through
Red Square but it was stand-
ing room only on the curb.
A number of other foreigners
including a group of Austra-
lians, English and French
were with us in the area. Jto
one is permitted in or near
Red Square on May Day with-
out very special permission
a n d definite reservation ,
which are assigned by the*
Soviet Government. I had
neither but had gotten the'ife
alone with a stiff upper ljp
plus an imposing looking
name tag and ribbon around
my neck.

RED SQUARE IN MOSCOW — This is
great square where annual May Day
Parade is held and reviewed by top
leaders of USSR; I witnessed May Day

Parade here this year. Kremlin walls and
towers at right. Crowd is lined up to
visit tomb of Lenin. St. Basil's Cathedral

in distance, center.

When I finally got to the
curb in front of the National
Hotel in Moscow which had
been reserved for our party
to watch the May Day parade
my beret and light topcoat
were soaked. Betty Chilton
had an umbrella which was
some protection against the
snow, and freezing rain and
invited me to share it with ,
her. Her husband was wan-
dering around trying to get
angles for pictures and locate
some hot ̂ coffee. Thanks to
Betty's umbrella and the
closely pressed bodies of the
Australians around us I was
able to see the parade and
not develop pneumonia.

The dignitaries who were
io be on the reviewing stand
on top of Lenin's tomb all
came by us. We could have
reached out and touched their
cars. We saw Brezhnev, Kosy-
gin, the other seven members
of the Presidium, the Red
Army Marshals, the Air Force
Marshals, the leaders of the
15 "autonomous" Soviet re-
publics who were in town for
the big day. The limousin'es
were very modest for men "of
such vast power and imper-
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