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Potsdam Hospital Student Infirmary
Should Be Welcomed Addition For All

The announcement this week of the
joint colleges student infirmary or
"pavilion" as part of the new Potsdam
Hospital plans, is a welcomed one in-
deed for several reasons First of all,
it 'will enhance, the entire prestige of
the Potsdam Hospital program, and will
serve as a much-needed additional
facility in our growing community.
Secondly, this experimental program
—;one of the first of its kind anywhere
— may pave the way to future develop-
ments of joint college infirmaries as a
part of community hospitals.

The third important, aspect of this
new concept in hospitalization in a col-
lege town is that it is a tremendous ex-
ample of the kind of cooperation possK
ble between the two educational institu-
tions in our community. This project
has been "in the works" for over a year
now, and many intricate details had to
be ironed out before the announcement
was made. However, through the pa-
tient and persistent efforts of many in-
dividuals from both colleges, from the
State University of New York, and the
Potsdam Hospital Board of Directors,
campaign personnel, and staff, the goal
was accomplished. It is no secret that
the State University had planned to
build its own infirmary on the new
State College campus here, and had
even gone so far as to include the
building in the plans it first released
last Fall. However, after the Potsdam
Hospital "pilot project" was examined
and studied, the State University
planners and Dr. Frederick Crumb, pre-
sident of Potsdam State, had the fore-
sight to see the value in the project,
and to agree to it.

Clarkson College, from the beginning,
had been most enthusiastic over the
Potsdam Hospital project, and they too
were anxious to see it become a reality.
If the student infirmary plan had not
materialized, Clarkson would also have
had to erect and establish its own faci-
lities for medical care, hire nurses, and
have the expense of equiping such a
facility. Now, although the two col-
leges are laying out considerable sums

for the establishment of the student
wing on the portion of the hospital now
known as 1-A, these students will have
the advantages of all the facilities to
be housed in the new, modern hospital,
including laundry, food service, x-ray,
operating rooms, etc.

Another important point which can
not be overlooked is the fact that group-
ing the students together in their own
section will have definite advantages
at the local hospital. We do not mean
this in a derogatory sense, but young
and energetic patients, unless they are
seriously ill, can sometimes create a
problem to those older and perhaps
more seriously ill patients around them.
Also, in the student wing, special
"study rooms" will be established for
convalescing patients, who wish to keep
up or catch up on'their work, while
other facilities will be available for
those who just wish and are permitted
to gather and chat quietly. These are
services which could not be provided
in the normal hospital routine.

Undoubtedly, this student infirmary
project will be watched carefully by
hospital officials both here in Potsdam
and by others around the country. The
problem of college student care in small
communities where there is no estab-
lished infirmary or medical facility on
campus is an acute one. If the project
here is successful — and we fully ex-
pect that it will be — then we predict
that this will become a function of
many community hospitals across the
land. As has been pointed out many
times in the past, this period of growth
and expansion in our community, being
caused mainly by the growth of the
colleges, is a two-way street. Coopera-
tion must come from all sides. Prob-
lems will arise in the next few years
— plenty of them, but with determined
patience and fortitude, such as has
been displayed in this latest endeavor
to bring the colleges and communities
closer together, we will come out of
this with a better Potsdam — a place in
which all of us can take continued
pride.

1964 & Still 'No Room At The Inn'

Lomax Civil Rights Speech
Receives Standing Ovation

(We are pleased to present this exciting account of an address by Louis Lomax, noted
Negro novelist, written for the Courier by the Rev. Frank Hake, director of the Weslyen
Foundation in Potsdam. Rev. Haise and his group have been active participants in the Civil
Rights efforts in Northern New York for many months, and, attended the famous "Wash-
ington March" last August in the Nation's Capitol. Here is Rev. Halse's report on Mr. Lo-
max's speech at Clarkson College last Tuesday.— Editor)

By the Rev. Frank' Halse, Jr.
Louis Lomax, noted Negro novelist, lecturer, and leader in the Civil Rights

struggle in this nation, addressed a capacity audience at Snell Hall, Clarkson
College, on Tuesday morning. Mr. Lomax's address concerned the state of the
civil rights issue today.

Small Children and Big Machines-CAUTION
There's no doubt about it. The "build-

ing boom" is on in Potsdam. The
sounds of bulldozers, hammers, buzz
saws, and other "construction music"
can be heard throughout the village, as
at least a half dozen major construction
projects are now underway with more
to follow soon.

Here's just a partial list: In the
downtown area — St. Lawrence County
National Bank Building on Market
Street; Sperlings Furniture Store ad-
dition on Raymond Street; Courier and
Freeman building on Market Street;
and other smaller construction jobs;
and a big one coming up — the new
Niagara-Mohawk Building on the cor-
ner of Market and Munson Streets; at
the colleges — two new dormitory
wings on the State College campus, and
completion of the new Science-Math
Building; slated to start this summer,

; the library building in the center of
the quad at State, and a dormitory pos-

v sibly at Clarkson; the start of construc-
. tion of the new three-story wing to the
,i Potsdam Hospital, scheduled to begin

next week; and we could go on.
All this activity means progress and

a growing economy; it also means pro-
blems which we all will have to face.

:, To begin with, there will be inconveni-
: ences. We have not even begun to men-
j tion the sewer and water propects
'•: planned by the Village for this summer.
This will mean tearing up of some
streets; possible detours, etc. This
will also mean that large pieces of con-
struction equipment and piles of ma-
terials will be in evidence everywhere;
in business areas, on college campuses,

• and in some residential areas. It is
good for everyone — especially parents
— to be aware of this situation, for
these pieces of equiument and piles of
lumber and brick, make wonderful

: "curiosities" for eager and roaming
. children. And since this type of at-

'tmosphere promises to be with us for
: some years to come, it would be wise
,' to train children now of the dangers of
'playing near or around such areas.
• At the same time, contractors and
construction chiefs have an obligation
to see that their crews are alerted to

. the dangers of small children in the
!

area. This is a small community, where
children are used to romping and roam-
ing pretty much at will, especially in
their own neighborhoods. They are not
used to the restrictions which may
have to be placed on them if there is
construction in the area. If construc-
tion work and equipment is left over
night in the open, it should be clearly
marked and lighted, and ALL HOLES
SHOULD HAVE GUARD RAILS
AROUND THEM WITH APPROPRI-
ATE SAFETY MEASURES.

During these times, all of us must
take the responsibility to seeing that
no harm comes to anyone — children
or adults — because of the vast
amounts of construction work which
will be done here. This is a problem
we began to face two years ago when
the gas company came in to dig, and
although there were problems to begin
with, eventually they were straighten-
ed out. This was due to the cooperation
of the construction firm doing the work
for the gas company, and the concern
of local citizens. This may be a hectic
summer, but let's make it a safe and
happy one.

Welcome Back, Alumni
Clarkson's Moving Up Day cere-

monies, augmented for the first time-
this year with Parents and Alumni
Homecoming events, will take place this
week end. Next week end will find
State Crane alumni returning for the
annual Spring Festival concert on Sa-
turday and Sunday.

The hundreds of visitors pouring into
the village for these two traditional
week ends can scarcely fail to notice the
physical changes now taking place in
the area. Some of them will doubtless
compare this bustling activity with the
placid slow-moving tempo of the com-
munity a generation ago — or even a
decade ago, for that matter.

But we're sure they'll all rejoice with
us that Potsdam is enjoying such an
economic boom and making its place
'in the sun' which will be surpassed by
none in Northern New York.

The Convocation was one of
a series initiated by Clarkson
College which is designed to
bring before the students, fac-
ulty, and administration fore-
most personalities in the na-
tion today.

Mr. Lomax presented the
case of the Negro in quietly
impassioned terms, setting be-
fore Ms audience examples of
courage and despair on the
part of the Negroes in this na-
tion that quite obviously mov-
ed the audience very deeply.
At the end of his address, he
eceived a standing ovation.

After a rather amusing'
opening, during which Mr. Lo-
max recounted the difficulties
he had in arriving in Potsdam
via chartered airplane, (the
pilot first landed in Ogdens-
burg, thinking it was Pots-
dam), he then proceeded to set
before his audience examples
and incidents from this na-
tion's contemporary history
that, in themeselves, made the
case for the civil rights move-
ment.

Warned of Violence
He warned of what the na-

tion can expect this summer
by way of violence, and in
somber tones, declared that
the North would know more
violence and bitterness than
the South has heretofore. This
is so because of the difference
in the socio-economic makeup
between the South and the
North. He likened the North
to a man who had cancer and
wouldn't admit it, and so died.

To illustrate this difference
between the North and the
South, Mr. Lomax said that in
the North, white people call
the Negro "mister" and per-
mit him to starve, while in the
South, white people call him
"boy" and will feed him if
only he will go around to the
back Hoor. Further highlight-
ing the problem, he then cited
New York City as one of the
major areas of trouble this
coming summer.

The discrimination in hous-
ing, schools and jobs there are
such that the Negro quite lit-
erally cannot overcome them.
If the city at this point were
to make a massive effort to
adjust the schooling problem
alone, (here Mr. Lomax was in
favor of transporting students
to white schools, but not vice-
versa), a brand-new subway
system would have to be built.
Since this is impossible, the
Negro is experiencing a sick-
ening frustration; a soul-deep
awarness that they can do
nothing about the situation.

Mr. Lomax contended that
this kind of thing sets the
stage for revolt in the streets,
and inevitably, violence. Be-
cause of such conditions, he
said that it will be easy for
the Negro to lose his head, as
well as his life.

Courageous Officials
He further stated that,

where there are public offi-

cials who demonstrate cour-
age, the problem will be eased;
but where there is a moral in-
difference, the nation will edge
toward another kind of civil

Then Mr. Lorn x cited other
examples of discrimination
agair t t r" Negro to highlight
the problem even further. In
New j .uk City, it has been
certified-for three and one half
years that segregation exists
in the building and trade un-
ions. In all of the city, there is
but one certified electrician
who is Negro, and but one cer-
tified plumber who is Negro.
There arc no Negroes running
the bulldozers, cranes, etc.,
that are part of the construc-
tion industry.

Economically, the problem
is that since a Negro cannot
get.a job, he must apply for
relief. The relief laws are such
that a family cannot receive
relief if there is an able-bodied
man in the family. In order to
secure food for his family, the
Negro head of the family must
leave his family. The net ef-
fects on the f ar. ily are obvi-
ous: moral breakdown, child-
ren deprived of the father, etc.

The real enemy of the Ne-
gro is other ethnic ecnomic
power blocs. The Italians,
Irish, etc., occupy positions
that they do not want to re-
linquish. Mr. Lomax said that
it's not so much a question of
the Negro's being discriminat-
ed against, as it is a question
of these ethnic groups favor-
ing their own.

It is impossible for a Negro
to get a union card in New
York City; but immigrants
from Italy, Germany, etc., are
met at the boat with a union
card made o ut in their name.
Mr. Lomax then pointed up the
tragic paradox of the Negro in
this: The Negro has served his
country well, in the armed ser-
vices, in all wars, including the
Civil War. He is, by definition,
a "reluctant immigrant." Now,
those Negroes who served in
World War II for the Ameri-
--n nations, are on relief, or
worse, while the very people
who were shooting at Ameri-
cans in World War II are mak-
ing $9 an hour in the building
trades, and to make it worse,
these same people aren't even
citizens..

Negro 'Fed Up'
Mr. Lomax then said that

the American Negro is so fed
up that he considers himself
at war with the whites. The
American Negro leadership to-
day has a gun at its head—the
average Negro has lost faith
in the ability of the white man
to give them equality. This
bitterness undergirds the re-
cent bloody deeds of Chester,
Pa., Cleveland, 0., and New
York City this summer.

In spite of the •erioumeji

of the address, Mr. Lomax fre-
quently had his audience
laughing> as when he was tell-
ing of Secretary of State Dean
Busk's instructions to him
when he was about to leave on
an approved tour of Cuba for
"Harper's" magazine: Mr.
Eusk cautioned him to be care-
ful there, for the American
government could not vouch
for his safety. Mr. Lomax re-
plied, "The American govern-
ment can't vouch for my safe-
ty in this country."

Citing the condition of Cuba
prior to the revolution, with
such things as gangsters from
America owning the major ho-
tels, and the Cubans unable to"
work, jar. Lomax posed this
uestion: "Did Communism

win Cuba, or did we lose i t ? "

Mr. Lomax then gave his
audience a wider vision of the
problems facing America, cit-
ing the inability of tr white
man to deal with the colored
man in South America, and
noting that the American rep-
resentative for the OAS, (The
Organization of American
States—the inter-American al-
liance) -was none other than
Ferr1' tand de Lesseps Morri-
son, of New Orleans, La. who
later resigned his post to come
home to Louisiana to run for
the office of governor of that
state on a segregation ticket.

Mr. Lomax then dwelt at
length on the moral bankrupt-
cy of the white man, noting
how churches practice segre-
gation, how wherever the
American dollar is present,
one is liable to hear deroga-
tory statement! concerning
Negroes.

He cited two Instances of
his trying to secure a home.
The first concerned Grosse
Pointe, Mich,, a wealthy sub-
urb of Detroit. The people
there said that he personally
wss welcome, since he was so
famous, etc., but they were

'raid that '«ss desirable Ne-
groes would follow, and "lower
the moral standards of the
community." Mr. Lomax amus-
ed his audience at this point
by noting that in the same
neighborhood resided several
notorious underworld figures:
"Three-Finger Lucci, etc.

Deprived Home
The same thing happened to

him in Glen Cove, Long Island.
The same welcome, and the
same reservations. It was but
ore week later that the news-
papers in New York erupted
with the story of the house-
wives of this area and their
prostitution ring.

Mr. Lomax closed his ad-
dress with an appeal to the
nation not to waste its resour-
ces. He said that the Negro
has made many very signifi-
cant contributions to the
American, scene, and by con-
tinuing the practice of segre-

By JIM MULCARE
Village Administrator

I'm glad to be home. Yes, I'm back in Potsdam
now after a three day trip to Washington D.C. to
attend a conference, called by the New York State
Congressional Delegation and Senators Javits and

' Keating. The conference was called "STAMINA", a
Washingtonesq for State Municipal and Industrial
Action Conference. The spark plug for this most in-
teresting conference was Senator Kenneth Keating.
Sen. Keating's work was applauded by all at the
conference, and participants and legislators alike
were pleased by the turn out of representatives from
all parts of the state. I was fortunate to be choBen
to represent Potsdam. Representatives from Mas-
sena, Ogdensburg and St. Lawrence County were all
in attendance.

The meeting was held in the
auditorium of the new Senate
Office Building, in view of the
Capital and in heart of the
Federal City. We got together
at 8:45 a.m. for registration,
and the usual welcoming re-
marks from Senators Keating,
Javits and Emmanuel Cellers,
chairman of the New York
State Congressional Delega-
tion. My old friend Congress-
man Leo O'Brien from Albany
was toastmaster of the morn-
ing session. I was also pleased
to see Schenectady's former
Mayor, Congressman Samuel
S. Gtratton. Congrassman Kil-
burn, representing our North
Country, also attended and sat
on the dias during the pro-
gram.

In the morning, and also
during the afternoon sessions,
we heard brief remai'ks from
representatives from the vari-
ous federal agencies that are
involved with Federal Aid and
Assistance to Municipalities.
The gentlemen who spoke to
us were the administrators,
commissioners or directors of
the several agencies. The
speeches were interesting and
the presentations were both di-
rect and brief. After the morn-
ing sessions speeches and also
after the afternoon sessions,
workshop sessions were held,
where each of us had an op-
portunity to speak to the 37
agencies represented.

Workshops Fruitful
I don't have room in this

column to list all the partici-
pating agencies, nor will I at-
tempt to summarize the par-
ticular program that were
presented. It was most signifi-
cant that the workshop ses-
sions, where we went out and
talked to the representatives
of the agencies, were most
fruitful. We broke for lunch

the American people
were gu!'ty of killing off its
geniuses — those who might
one day discover the cause of
such things as cancer, etc.

He highlighted this appeal
with the Btor; of Dr. Charles
Drew. Dr. Drew was a Negro.
He couldn't belong to the AMA
because it was segregated. But
the AMA had made a general
appeal to all physicians to
come up with an answer to the
problem of storing human
blood. It wa3 Dr. Drew who
discovered the process, and
turned it over to the American
Medical Association. It is this
process by which we save
countless thousands of lives.
Mr. Lomax noted that one of
the first things they did with
the process was to segregate
it: Negro blood and white
blood.

Some years later, Dr. Drew
was driving late at night in
the South, and becoming tired,
stopped at a motel to rest. The
owner refused him entrance,
and Dr. Drew had to continue
his journey. Some miles later,
he fell asleep at the wheel and
crashed. He was throuwn from
the car, and lay, bleeding, by
the roadside. The state police
came on the accident, but did
nothing to relieve Dr. Drew,
for '•he hospital which was just
two miles away was for whites
only. So Dr. Drew lay there by
the roadside and bled to death.
Mr. Lomax told this story in
the New Testament metaphor:
"And there was no room at the
inn . . ."

His final words were deliv-
ered in an altoether hushed
setting: "Don't love me; don't
tolerate me. We just want a
chance to be ordinary people."

provided for the delegates and
representatives in the Old Sen-
ate Office Building Court yard.
(Each of us had to pay ?2 for
chicken salad, limp lettuce,
lukewarm coffee and dry cake
—catered by the Senate Res-
taurant.)

It was at this luncheon that
we had an opportunity to talk
to the Senators and Represent-
atives and get their feelings
on the various programs. I had
met both Senator Javits and
Keating before, and I was
pleased to have the opportuni-
ty to talk with both of them
on Potsdam's problems. I was
assured by all the legislators
that they would take a partic-
ular interest in Potsdam's
problem. In addition, to meet-
ing the legislators themselves
we had the opportunity to
meet and talk with the aide and
staff of the Senators and Rep-
resentatives. It's a known fact
in Washington if you have the
ear of the aide or administra-
tive rssistant, you can often
times move faster than with
the honored gentlemen them-
selves. I've added to my list of
assistants to important men.

What is this "STAMINA"
all about ? Why were we all in
Washington and what's going
to result from this meeting ? I
think that Emmanuel Cellers,
chairman of the Steering Com-
mittee of New York Congres-
sionalu Delegation, in his key-
note address, stated the prob-
lem in capsule form — "New
York State pays more taxes
than any other state in tha
country. However, when it
comes to the expenditure of
Federal money, New York
State is way down on the list,
i'he purpose of this conference
and the goal of all the legisla-
tors from New York State is
to regress this unbalance."
Specifically Federal Aid too
often goes to communities and
•states, whose contribution to
the Federal Treasury is insig-
nificant. New York State has
its urban problems; New ork
State has its problems of mass
transportation; New York
State has problems that result
from unemployment — This
conference conceived by Sen-
ator Keating — goes far in
making the various communi-
ties aware of what aid and
support the federal govern-
ment offers.

Old Hat
Much of the information

presented at this conference
was somewhat old hat. I've
been associated with urban re-
newal for the last four years;
certain of the information pre-
sented was of no interest to
Potsdam, as we have no par-
ticular problems with Space
Exploration or the US Coast
Guard. I was, however, ex-
tremely interested to hear
from the Vocational Rehabili-
tation Administration, the Wa-
ter Pollution Division of the .
Public Health Service, and the
Communities Facilities Admin-
istration.

As I lid in the beginning
of this article, I'm glad to he
home, 1200 miles and three
days later, my feet hurt and
my car is dusty. While in
Washington I checked on the
new addition of the Capital,
drove to Arlington to pay my
respects to the grave of the
late President Kennedy, and
refamialarized myself with one
of the really beautiful cities of
America. I've been in many
national capitals from Tokyo
to Lisbon, and back again, but
Washington is still the most
beautiful.
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