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High Attendance At Village Board Meetings
Shows Increased Interest By Citizens

Somebody suggested that an enter-
prising businessman could probably
make a pretty good night's profit if he
sold refreshments at Potsdam Village
Board meetings these days. As a matter
of fact, if the one last Monday night
had lasted much longer, he could have
started serving breakfast! Actually, we
don't mean to make fun of what we
think has been a most refreshing
change in these Board sessions for the
past few weeks . . . there have been in-
terested citizens attending the sessions.
There were close to 20 attending the
meeting on April 6 and there was an
overflow crowd there again last Mon-
day.

Some people come to Board meetings
for specific reasons, such as to dis-
cuss problems with the Board or to
ask questions, or just to "sit-in" on cer-
tain matters of interest to them.
Others, it seems (and an increasing
number each time), just come to ob-
serve the workings of our highest vil-
lage legislative group. Take last Mon-
day, for instance. Several businessmen
appeared before the Board to discuss
village ordinances, assessments, and
other matters vital to the future of
their particular business ventures. One
man had a few "gripes" to get off his
chest, and a legitimate request to make.
Most of the others, however, seemed
content to just sit and listen to the
deliberations of the Board. And it was
interesting to note that many of these
spectators were women. Some of these
women we consider very civic-minded
citizens, who not only come to Board
meetings regularly, but take copious
notes of what is happening there. Al-
though we have not taken an official
"poll" of their reasons for attending,
we know that some of these women
(often on the opposite side of the poli-
tical fence from the majority of those
on the Board), are genuinely interested
in the future of our community, and
usually contribute, in one way or an-
other, to the discussions of important
issues. Other women, we understand,
attend as members of the "League of

Women Voters" in Potsdam, a very fine
nationwide organization which has done
a great deal to instill interest in our
election procedures and legislative pro-
cesses.

And then there was the couple who
attended the meeting Monday and wait-
ed two hours to ask their question of
the Board. To them it was a very im-
portant matter, but unfortunately,
there was little the Village Fathers
could do to help, since the couple re-
sided in the TOWN of Potsdam, not
the Village, and it was a matter for
the Town Board. We can understand
how, in this day and age where so many
different governmental agencies are in-
volved in the "growing pains" of our
area (Village Board, Town Board,
Planning Commission, Urban Renewal
Agency, etc.), that people could become
confused. Perhaps, as a suggestion, it
would help if people with specific ques-
tions about a piece of property or re-
lated problem, would check with such
officials as the Village Administrator,
Town Clerk, the Mayor or the Town
Supervisor before going to a legislative
body such as the Board of Trustees.
In this way they could be assured they
were going to the right source to begin
with, and in many cases, their questions
can be answered or problems cleared
up by these officials.

At any rate, it is a very healthy
sign when Board meetings are well at-
tended and when participation by the
citizens is high. Now we would just
hope that some of the members of the
Board and the Mayor would remember
that these people too are giving up
their time to show an interest in our
village, and when they attend a meet-
ing, they have a right to be able to
hear what is being said. It has already
been pointed out that the acoustics in
the Board Room are very poor, and
some time ago, the Mayor suggested
that some work be done on the room
to improve the situation. We whole-
heartedly agree, and hope this will be
accomplished as soon as possible.

We Proudly Begin Our 114th Year
A note of nostalgia will probably ac-

company this, the beginning of our
114th year of publication and the mov-
ing of the Courier-Freeman Inc. to our
new location in the Craig building, for
at least some of the older residents of
the village. It marks the end of an era,
along with the gigantic expansion pro-
grams at State University and Clarkson
College, and the new and expanded busi-
nesses which have changed the face of
Potsdam during the last year alone.

While we have not been able to de-
termine for sure whether we are the
oldest industry in Potsdam, we are cer-
tainly one of the oldest, and available
records seem to indicate that we may be
the oldest newspaper in the county . . .
at least, we are listed in the earliest
history books that way. We've been lo-
cated in the same old spot, on the cor-
ner of Market and Depot Streets, since
the turn of the century, and some of
our older employees have known no
other 'home'.

Thus, as we move along with pro-
gress and plan to move into our new
and modern quarters, probably in about
six weeks, it's perhaps only natural
that we go back through the files in
our reminiscing. These go back to the
days before the Civil War and are the
source of much valuable reference in-
formation, from time to time. They
will be moved and housed on spanking
new shelves in a modern "morgue"
where they wil be even more easily ac-
cessible to researchers than in the past.

We were reminded anew of the value
of these old issues last Nov. 22 at the
time of the assassination of the late
President John F. Kennedy. Although
the print was dim and so small as to be
difficult to read we found a lengthy ac-
count of Abraham Lincoln's assassina-
tion, and one about McKinley. This
latter also carried an additional side-
light on the Teddy Roosevelt 'swearing
in', including his travels from Old
Porge via horse-drawn vehicles.

As we begin our 114th year of news
service, one thing about the Courier-
Freeman has not been changed: the
Flagg (or front page heading). It re-
nulne basically the same as when it

was first initiated, although diligent
research has failed to reveal what if
any significance it holds. The covered
wagon in the background, the hand-
plow, the horn of plenty, the fence
maul, all are indicative of settlers in a
new land.

We appreciate the kindness of all the
people who tell us they enjoy reading
our paper; and we realize all too well
that we are but one small part of the
114 years of journalism imprinted by
this paper on Potsdam. Many persons
had a part in forming the reputation
and traditions of our organization, in-
cluding Hollis Rice, Bertrand Snell,
Harry M. Ingram, Jake Underhill, Jerry
Fitzgerald, Colbert Bennett, Elliott Fay
and sons and many, many others.

Although we shall take pride and
pleasure in our larger and more modern
establishment, we are sure that the
Courier-Freeman's journalistic tradi-
tions would remain the same, whether
the work is done in a shack or a sand-
stone palace.

Limited Franchise ?
In 1960, eight million Americans

were, in effect, disfranchised. They
could not vote for President. That
startling point is stressed in a Satur-
day Evening Post editorial. An Ameri-
can Heritage Foundation study is the
authority for the figure.

The reason for this is that our elec-
tion laws have not kept up with modern
mobility. Millions of citizens change
their state of residence each year, often
for compelling business reasons. Con-
ditions are vastly different from the old
days, when it was commonplace for
families to stay in one community for
generation after generation.

The Post remarks, "State legislatures
can remedy this situation by shorten-
ing the residence requirements — they
range up to two years in some states
— and by permitting citizens who have
recently moved to vote by absentee
ballot in the state they have left. Fif-
teen states have taken steps to correct
this injustice. The rest ihould follow
suit.

Will Someone Wane ^rter landau I lilt'ornint

'Dizzy' Dean Doesn't Detect Direction
To Set The Clock For Daylight Savings

By EVA DEAN
It's that time of year again

when we change our clocks....
sometimes it's pretty ' ird to
remember which direction to
turn that hand.. . . but a very
clever ga' in our office has a
fool-proof method... .she says,

Spring — ahead, Fall — be-
hind!" Simple? So, we gain an
hour, come this Sunday i.orn-
ing.. .if we've set our clocks
before goir : to bed on Satur-
day night.. . .1 think.

Each time the clocks have to
be changed to conform with

Daylight Saving time, there's
the usual argument about the
advantages versus the disad-
vantages of this system. Ori-
ginally designed (so the story
goes) to give the fanners an
extra hour of daylight, it also
has undoubtedly the adverse
effect of getting him up and
out before the sun peeps
through. No matter. Probably
a 15-hour day is what he need-
ed.

Businessmen, on the con-
trary, are said to be happy
with the extr: hour of sun-

shine, when they can play cfolf,
mow the lawn, participate in
Little League baseball games,
take the family to the beach,
etc.

Moms Bitter
Perhaps the most bitter op-

ponents of the Daylight Sav-
ing sj item are Mothers....
you can't get the kids to bed
while that ole sun is still high,
and you can't get 'em up in
the morning while it's dull or
dark it just seems to irk
all Mothers, who are often
heard to remark that it must

have been 'A Man" who ori
ginated the idea.

According to an old news
clipping from the Potsdam
Herald-Recorder, it WAS a
man and a Parishivlle man,
at that, who was the father of
Daylight Saving in the North
Country.

Seems that Sim Clark of S.
L. Clark and Son's Tub Fac-
tory and the Parishville Lum-
ber f'ompany devised the idea
so that the employees could
get in a few innings of base-
ball after the work clay was
over.

Ana if you tnlrifc ttiat con-
fusion reigns twice a year
nowadays, I guess it was twice
compounded back then. . . .
seems the opei'ations of those
Parishville mills were the final
phase of a lumber industry
which began 20 miles up the
St. Regis, where the working
day started with sun-up and
ended at sun-down.

"Clark's Time
As the mill workers had as

a rule worked in the woods all
winter, "Clark's time" in the
village seemed to them natural
enought. It was the stay-at-
home villagers who objected,
and said that it was all wrong
to "monkey with God's time"
. . . . but there wasn't much
they could do about it, except
grumble.

When the Clarks installed
v dynamo in the saw mill and
furnished electric lights (about
1894), almost every house in
the village accepted the new
lights. However, there was a
catch the Clarks decided
that the lights would be turn-
ed off at 10 p.m., with a 15-

OFSPECM /masrTD AM YORK.,

LETTERS

Seven weeks ago, a special committee of the Or-
ganization of American States completed an exhaus-
tive investigation into charges that Cuba had tried,
through a campaign of propaganda and terror, to
subvert free elections in Venezuela. In their report,
issued on Feb. 18, the OAS committee presented clear
proof of Castro's devious plans, including huge
amounts of weapons and high explosives transported
to Venezuela for use by guerilla forces, detailed maps
of key areas to be taken over by insurgents, and
other clear evidence of Communist interference in
the domestic affairs of a free country.

The OAS Council is current-
ly making an evaluation of
this report of Cuban agression,
and will, in the near future,
have to decide on a course of
action to deal with this men-
ace to peace and progress in
the Western Hemisphere.

More is involved in this situ-
ation than the relations of the
peace-loving nations of the
Americas with the warlike
tyrant in Cuba. I believe it
amounts to "the moment of
truth" for the OAS and the
whole inter-American system
of governmental cooperation.

Turned Other Cheek
Thirty years ago, the Lea-

gue .of Nations faced a crisis
not unlike that facing the OAS
today. Peaceful nations all
over the world were being
challenged and, in some cases
gobbled up, by power-mad dic-
tators. Time after time, the
League met to consider the
perils to world peace, and to
listen to charges of agression
made by the unfortunate coun-
tries which had been victim-
ized. And time after time, the
world organization turned the
other cheek.

We all know what happened
next. Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini
and the military leaders of Ja-
pan went on the move, the
League of Nations fell apart,
and the most ghastly war in
history descended upon man-
kind. Historians generally
agree, that had the League
membership faced up to their
common danger and called the
aggressors' bluff, World War
Two might have been prevent-
ed and the whole course of
history changed, and changed
for the better.

Charges of agression have
been made against Cuba in
the past be many of the na-
tions of the Western Hemi-
sphere. The OAS has met to
consider formal accusations

against Cuba on more than
one occasion, and the results
have been inaction and dis-
unity. This has amounted to a
virtual invitation to Castro to
step up his Commuist-backed
activities.

Face Challenge
Once again, the United

States and its Latin American
neighbors are faced with a
challenge to the survival of
freedom. And like the old
League of Nations, there has
been a tendency to close our
eyes and hope that the trouble
will go away. This time, the
members of the OAS must
stand together and name Cas-
tro as the Communist aggres-
sor he so clearly is, and what
is more, initiate some form of
action that prevents the Cu-
ban dictator from subverting
democratic g o v e r n m e n t s
throughout the hemisphere.

A two-thirds vote is neces-
sary in the OAS in order to
take any action at all, and
there are current reports that
even some of those countries
that have previously leaned to-
ward strong action against
Cuba are beginning to weaken.
It seems clear that only strong
leadership by the United
States can save the day.

The warnings of history are
there for all to see. Castro
sees them too and will con-
tinue to follow the course of
other tyrants if the United
States and the OAS don't call
a halt to his trouble-making.
And more important, the
whole future of the OAS is at
stake. We can win the battle
for freedom and prosperity if
we work together and face up
to problems before us. If we
don't, friends and enemies
alike will discount the OAS,
and all it was supposed to
stand for.

minute blinker warning on
"Clark's Time."

Of course, so the story goes,
when there was something
special going on, such as a poj
litical meeting, the lights
might be continued until a la-
ter hour.. . . which, however,
had to be cleared through
"Slim" or "Plin" Clark and
Dave Wilson, the engineer.

The latter had to be consid-
red because he ran the engine

in the big sawmill which op-
erated the then famous "steam
feed" on the log carriage.. . .
and he also ran the engine that
operated the dynamo. He nat-
urally objected to working day
and night, although he did
get extra pay for the overtime.

Idea Accepted
Gradually, the public began

to accept the idea, with gener-
ally only token objections....
with the one exception of the
railroads, which facet of our
industry kept to Standard
Time schedule, regardless of
the confusion this generated
during the years the railroad
was used as the main public
transportation facility in the
country.

Nowadays, with rail trans-
portation extinct in the North
Country, we don't even have
that to worry about... .nor
Clark's dynamo . . . .all we have
to do is await the word from
somebody in Washington to
turn our clocks ahead... .we're
all in it together now!

(We ate indebted to M. Wil-
cox of Parishville for the old
news clipping of the above
facts. Editor)

From The Administrator's Desk...

(The Courier Welcomes
"Letters to the Editor" on
topics discussed in this paper
and issues of interest to our
readers. All letters must be
signed in the author's own
handwriting if they are to be
printed, but we will withhold
the name of the author upon
request if we feel it is proper
to do so. The Courier reserves
the right to reject any "Let-
ters to the Editor" or any oth-
er material for print within
this newspaper if we feel the
material would be improper
for print, as the Courier-Free-
man is ultimately responsible
for any and all material with-
in these columns, regardless of
the source.)

Easter Seal Fund
Thanks Everyone

To the Editor:
Many people contributed in

many ways to help make the
1964 Easter Seal Appeal a suc-
cessful one an 1 to assure that
our year-round service pro-
grim for the cripple children
and adul' will continue.

On behalf of the Easter Seal
Society and those we serve, we
say our heartfelt thanks for
your participation in bringing
our story to your readers. Be
assured your cooperation has
been a key factor in helping
us attain our goal.

Sincerely,
Bosemond E. Benedetti
Associate Executive
Director

By JIM MULCARE
Village Administrator

On Monday night the Village Board adopted the
1964-65 operating budget for the Village of Potsdam.
As I have said in a previous article, this budget is a
tremendous step forward, a necessary requisite for
our growth and future development. Today I would
like to discuss with you another kind of budget.. .
a capital project budget.

Madrid Rescue Squad
Receives Much Help

To the Editor:
T1-- Madrid Rescue Squad

during its third year of opera-
tion answered 147 calls, while
traveling a total of 9,599
miles. This involved 1,438 man
hours.

The calls consisted of: nine
accidents of various types, five
heart cases, seven calls for
oxygen, 65 local transports, 16
long distance transports, 15
illnesses, six searches for mis-
sing persons, 14 stand-bys at
fires, thre" str"''-bys at public
events, two drownings, two re-
quiring no action, and three
false alarms.

l'he squad wish' vo express
thjir sincere gratitiT4" to the
citizens of Madrid and the
surrounding areas for their
'inj co peration and support
during the past year.

(See Letters, page 6)

The Village of Potsdam
presently has no capital pro-
jects budget . . . when some-
thing comes up . . . we spend
the money. A capital projects
budget analyzes and designs
the needs for capital growth
over a many year period.
Glenn Mathiasen, A.I.P., con-
tract planner for the Village
of Potsdam working with me
in co-operation with the Pots-
dam Planning Commission,
will develop a capital project
budget for the next 20 years.
As this budget is followed, so
will the orderly growth and
expansion of Potsdam be both
financially and practically pos-
sible.

I must stop here and define
just what is a capital project.
Surely if I buy a new paper-
weight for my desk, this is
not a capital expenditure. Nor
would be repairs to equipment
and routine maintainance and
office expenditures. I think
the best way to define a capi-
tal project is to say that it is
something that cannot be pur-
chased or paid for out of cur-
rent income . . • it's the sort
of thing you have to go out
and borrow money to be able
to do. Major expansion of our
water or sewer distribution
systems, land acquistion for
municipal buildings and ac-
casionally, the purchase of ex-
tremely expensive construction
equipment and fire vehicles
are examples of capital pro-
jects.

Potsdam's Needs
Glenn Mathiasen and I have

spent no few hours in deter-
mining Potsdam's needs. This
determination on our part has
been necessary as it is the ul-
timate responsibility of both
good planning and administra-
tion. The Planning Commiss-

ion, headed by Louis Green-
blatt, has accepted this as »
necessary challenge. To begin
with, it is of paramount im-
portance that our water dis-
tribution system be beefed up
and extended to the outlying
areas of the Village. We ar«
also aware that it is necess*.
ary to oomplete the sanitary
sewer network in the Village.
The loop between Bay and Elm
Street is of utmost import-
ance.

Our proceedure will be to
lay out these programs on a
calendar for the next 20 years.
We know, for instance, that we
have a limited borrowing pow-
er or debt limit, snd we will
not be able to do work that
would exceed this limit. An-
other important factor in the
development of a workable
capital project budget is the
realization that a Village can
not have more capital con-
struction work than we can
adequately supervise. For ex-
ample, this summer we're lay-
ing Waverly Street water
main and the Bay - Elm Street
sewer; this is almost the upper/
limit of our construction cap-
ability. Even if we go to con-
tract, it is the Village's re-
sponsibility to supervise and
inspect all municipal construc-
tion within the Village.

I will not attempt to give
you the capital budget pro-
jection for the next 20 yean.
First off, neither Mr. Mathia-
sen and the Planning Com-
mission, nor this office have
consolidated our thinking in
this regard. After Mr. Mathia-
sen has completed his com-
prehensive community plan,
and the Village Board has had
time to study and analyze his

(See Mulcare, page 6)

Courier & Freeman
George R. Little, General Manager

Michael L. Knipp, Editor

Betty J. Dann, Business Manager

Published every Thursday by the Courier-Freeman, Inc., 80 Market
St., Potsdam, N. Y. Member of the New York Press Association, The
National Editorial Association, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation!.
The Associated Press is exclusively entitled to the exclusive use tat
publication of all news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise
credited to this paiicr.

Subscription rales- Carrier home delivery in Potsdam and sur-
rounding communities 50 cents per mouth. By mall in tht United
State* and Canada, $3.50 per year. Entered in the port office at TUt-
dam, N. Y.» BI second class matter,

1/

01 j f >f>

Deli
Porl
Cub
Han

Ba
or I

V.

(1
Jane ]

Don
Jane ]m

1

Hersl
Mazo
Sunsi
Betty
Betty
Cam.
Nabi!
Sunsi
Dixie
Mix with

Cranl


