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New Readers
Theatre Theory
Is Explained

By MARGARET WEITZMANN
What is Readers Theater?
How “different” is it?
What does a Readers Thea-
ter production look like?
Is it “theater,” or isn't it?
Readers theater, we might
say, is to ‘“traditional”
theater what oratorio is to;
opera. While presented on
stage, with actors taking
parts and with a story or
theme spelled out, oratorio
and readers theater are not
“staged” — costumed, de-
corated, lighted and “acted.
out.”

Racquette Reflections

Macombe Purchase Of 10 Towns
Ist Extensive Land Sale In NNY

By DR. W. CHARLES LAHEY

Alexander Macomb was the principal purchaser of the St. Lawrence Ten
Towns. He received land patents giving him outright title to his purchases in the
Ten Towns. This indicated that he had paid for theim in full and legal title was
invested in him. This completed the first extensive land sale made by the state
in Northern New York.

Four years later Macomb be-
came involved in the largest
land transaction in the entire
history of the state. In 1791, the

Entertainment — History — Hobbies :

State Group To Competé
In National Jazz Contest

A‘ Jazz quintet from The State
!vaersity College at Potsdam
18 one of three small groups
selected to compete in the nat-

of the purchase money.

This purchase, known as the
Macomb Purchase, was the larg-
est sale ever

under consideration in the State
Assembly, it was subjected to a
sharp debate. Colenel Talbot
from Montgomery County offer.

The analogy is a good one

[
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fonal finals of the Villanova In-
tereollepriate Jazz Festival, Feb.
22, f)t;her finalists in the small
music group competitidns are
combos from the University of
Pennsylvania and from  the
A.meric-an Conservatory of Mu-
sie in Chicago.
+ The Potsdam group will play
thrge. tunes, one original com-
bosition and two arrangements
h_\'.Joe Roccisano, leader of the
quintel, over the ABC national
network and on area television.
Each of the five musicians will
be featured in the 18-minute
Pprogram,

Over 4,000 are expected to
attend the festival on the Vil
lanova  University campus in

su'bur_ban Philadelphia. Judges®
will include band leader Stan]

Kenton and Father O’Connor
an.nl~ John Hammond, musie
eritics,

Roceisano, composer, arrang-
er and group leader from
Sprinp:ﬁeld, Mass., plays alto
saxaphone, and was with War-
ren Covington and the Tommy
Dorsey band before matrieulat-
ing at the Crane department of
music at Potsdam.

Other members of the group
are Arnold Muzzy, Schenectady,
drums; Carl Sullivan, Platts-
burgh, trombone; Prof. Ronald
Gruberg of the psychology de-
partment at the State Univers-
ity College, bass; Tom Farmer,
Watertown, and Gary Lance,
G.iens Falls, who alternate at
piano.

Local Carnival
Winners Named

Sigma Delta, a social fratern-
ity at Clarkson College of Tech-
nology, and Agonian, a soeial
sorority at the State University

*College, won the trophies for
the best overall participation in
the 33rd annual ice ecarnival
held here last weekend.

Both groups picked up the
majority of their points by
their fine showing in the ski-
ing and skating competitions,

Sigma Delta also received
honors as its king candidate,
Bert Halliwell, was crowned at
the ice carnival ball on Satur-
day night, The queen was Miss
Martha Trembley of Syracuse,
& senior at the teachers college.

The carnival theme was
“Oriental Sleighride,” and ice
statues followed this theme. In
the ice statue contest’s fratern-
ity division, Theta Xi of Clark-
son won first place with its
“Chinese Bandit.” Psi Phi of
the State College was second
with its “Globe,” and Pi Kappa
Phi placed third with its “God
&f the Sleighride.” Alpha Delta
was the lone sorority winner
with its “Rickshaw” entry,

Alpha Delta also placed first
in the window painting contest,
and was followed by Beaver
House of the State College and
Theta Chi, social fraternity at
Clarkson.

Owen Shea received the prize
in the beard-growing contest as
the man with the reddest beard,
while Mike Jacobs had the long-
est beard. The State Univers-
ity College faculty defeated the
Clarkson faculty 1-0 in the

broomball contest held at the
Clarkson
morning.

Arena Saturday

finals of the Villanova Inter

WINNING GROUP — Members of the jazz
quintet from The State University College at
Potsdam who will compete in the national

collegiate Jazz | Carl Sullivan,

Festival Teb, 22 are Gary Lance, who alter-

nates with Tom Farmer at piano; Arnold
Muzzy, drums, Joe Roccisano, group leader,
alto saxaphone; Prof. Ronald Gruberg, bass;

trombone,

Josh White, Sports Lvents
To Highlight SLU Festival

Canton — One man’s blizzard is another man’s hoon.

‘While northern New York continues to recover from one of the most par-
alyzing accumulations of snow in history, students at St. Lawrence University
are viewing the bountiful white blanket with joy on the first day of the Univer-

sity’s 30th annual Winter Carnival.

For two consecutive years,
the St. Lawrence carnival has
fallen prey to unseasonably mild
weather, with rain dampening
festivities in 1961 and an ex-
tended period of clear, cold
weather turning ski slopes to
ice last year.

If the elements continue to
cooperate, the 1963 edition of
the midwinter extravaganza
will begin on an optimistic note
at 7:30 tonight with the erown-
ing of the carnival king and
queen at Appleton Arena, Paula
Heing, Miss New York State,
will officiate at the ceremony,
which will be followed at 8 p. m.
by the carnival ice show, fea-
turing top figure skaters from
the United States and Canada.

Ski events will begin at Tup-
per Lake tomorrow with the
downhill, scheduled for 2 p, m.
Participating colleges include
Dartmouth, Middlebury and the
University of Vermont.

St. Lawrence’s varsity bas-
ketball team will face Hartwick
College at 3 p. m. in Brewer
Field House. Also at 3 p. m.,
the American Theatre in Canton
will be the scene of 2 stage
show featuring folk singer
Josh White and Chris Barber's
Jazz Band, At 8:30, the St.
Lawrence hockey team will
meet R.P.I. at Appleton Arena,

Activities on Saturday will
start with slalom competition,
scheduled for 9 a, m. at the St.
Lawrence  University Snow
Bowl, The cross-country is slat-
ed to begin at 2 p. m,, also at
the Snow Bowl.

At 7:30 p. m. choral groups
from Colby, Brown and Cornell
will participate in an intercol-
legiate songfest in the Bdward
John Noble Center, together
with the St, Lawrence Saints,
male singing group, Sinners,

female singing group, Lauren-

STATUIL WINNER — “Richshaw” is the name of this ice
statue masterpiece construeted by the members of Alpha Delta
Sorority at the State College, which won them lirst place in
the sorority division of the Clarkson Tech-SUCP Iee Carnival

4 "!» «w Btatue Contest lust weekend, Thousands of Potsdam residents

|

and visitors roamed the streets of the communily last week- ]

ond to view the work of the various student groups.

except for one factor: only an
ingignificant body of literatuve
has actually been written for
rveaders theater as compared
with the great body of music for
the oratorio. This is not because
history works backward in the
case of the theater. In its in-
fancy theater was not a “stag-
ed” phenomenon., It sprang
from religious ritual, a com-
bination of the spoken word
with musie and dance; and, in

tends to dispense with the decor
which defines theater to muost
of us, it is a return to the roots
of drama rather than a new
thing.
New Things

It is, however, a new thing
too. Another impulse which
feeds the demand for readers
theater is a rediscovered and
widespread enthusiasm for read-
ing out loud. The first efforts in
what we might consider read-
ers theater, therefore, were sim-
ply public readings. Paradoxi-
cally enough they coincided, not
with a dearth of readers and
reading material such as existed
in the Middle Ages, but with
the prowth of a mass market
for literature, for the first time
in the world’s history, in the
nineteenth century.

Charles Dickens and Mark
Twain drew crowds to their
readings. In our own century we
have seen public readings by T.
S. Eliot, W. H. Auden, Dam
Edith Sitwell, Dylan Thomas,

Cultural

Sun., Feb, 17
Tues,, Feb, 19

Tues, & Wed,,

Feb. 19 & 20 “The Devil's

Thurs. - Sun,
Feb, 14-17
Thurs. Feb, 14 ICE SHOW
Fri.,, Feb. 15
Sat.,, Feb, 16 INTERCOLLE
Colby, Brown,
7:30 p.,

Potsdam
CONCERTO FROGRAM, Crane Symphony
3 pm,, SUCP College Theatre
BAND CONCERT, Crane Band and Choir
8:30 p.m., Crane Recital Hhall
FOREIGN FILM, 2 Bergman (Greats

“Night Is My Future”
Roxy Theatre
) Canton
ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY
WINTER CARNIVAL

Appleton Avena, 7:30 pm.

JAZZ CONCERT, Josh White, Chris Barber
American Theatre, 3 p.m,

Student Union

Calendar

Wanton” &

GIATE SONGFEST
Cornell, SLU

Roger Bishop and Elliott
Weinstein, officials of the Dilly-
Wagon Drive-In on Maple
Street in Potsdam, report that
last weekend’'s first “Teen
Time” nights were a smashing
success, and the program will
continue this weekend.

“Teen Time” ig a new con-
cept instituted by the Dilly-
Wagon which provides a night
club atmosphere for teenagers
throughout the St. Lawrence
Valley in a non-alcoholic setting
on Friday and Saturday nights
from 8 p.m. to midnight. Bishop
emphasized that all teens from
the area are welcome, and that
even though the “Teen Time"”

tian Singers and the Cantones.
Winners of the weekend ice
statue competition will be an-
nounced at this time.
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Dilly-Wagon Announces Successful
Teen Time' Club Will Continue Here

Etmgoneéoves Dllm'ng ak
TREADWAY INN &
on Gt. Videntings Dag N ¥’

vomamic adventure in good foods and

choice refreshment awaits you and that someone

Sv?ﬁl\al Va/enf‘ml’,{ Menu Thul’s-; FEb- l4

Featuring

CHAMPAGNE DINNERS- by candlelight

from 3.50 to 4.25

For reservations call:
UNIVERSITY

TREADWAY INN

CANTON, N. Y., 385-8522

room takes up a portion of the
Dilly-Wagon, the drive-in
still open for business as usual
during those hours when the
“Tenn Time” club is in session,

A portion of the Dilly-Wagon
has been partitioned off to
create this “Teen-Time” room,
where teenagers may congre-
wate, meet their friends, dance
and join in informal entertain-
ment.  Special “non-alecholic
drinks” will be on sale, as well
as the usuval fine Dilly-Burger
food.

is

Bishop and Weinstein have
announced that an informal
dance band is expected to play
at the Wagon this Friday and
Saturday night, and all are wel-
come, “Teen Time" is for those

various actors who have pre-
senbed themselves as Dickens,
Twain and Thomas reading Die-
kens, Twain and Thomas, Why
have people flocked to hear
them? Not just because they
represented Literature and Cul-
ture. They were also Theater.
These men had the gift of dra-
matizing whatever they read.
And the public loved it.
They also loved Charles
Laughton’s “Quartet” veading
Shaw’s “Don Juan in Hell.”
Readers theater versions of
Wolfe’s “Look Homeward, An-
gel,” the plays of Christopher
Fry, Dylan Thomas’ “Under
Milk Wood” and “In Country
Sleep” — mnever smash box of-
fice in the Broadway sense —
have still breathed great
draughts of fresh air into other-
wise stale seasons over the past
10 years. As an ultimate demon-
stration of readers theater’s ap-
peal we can point to the enor-
mous and growing sale of re-
cords — Shakespeare, Thomas,
Sitwell’'s “Facade,” Fry's “The
Lady’'s Not for Burning,”
Shaw’s “Don Juan in Hell,”” —
and many, many more,

Kind of Drama

. What sort of drama best lends
itself to readers theater? Muech
theatrical literature is simply
inappropriate for readers thea-
tre, even when it makes ex-
cellent treading. When action
cannot be digpensed with — and
it is often indispensible — the
play must be staged; seen, we
might say, to be believed, But
in a surprising number of plays
the action can be implied,
sketched in, suggested without
an actor’s moving from his
place, The plays of Shaw,
Moliere and Racine, the English
Restoration comedies, Goethe’s
and Schiller’s verse plays, tha
Greek tragedies — all these are
adventures in ideas, in hearing
and understanding almost move
than in seeing,

state legislature again authoriz-
ed the land commissioners “to
dispose of any of the waste and
unuppropriatedd  lands of the

state, in such quantities and on

such terms, and in surh man-

ner, as they should judge most

conducive to the interest of the
public.” In April and May, 1791,
Macomb made application for
all the vacant land in Northern
New York. The board divected
the surveyor general to survey

the sense that readers theatra|the tract at Macoml’s expense

and requived him to secura the
payment of the first sixth part

Crane Concert
Slated Tuesday

A choral and instrumental
program by the College Concert
Choir and Concert Band will be
given at The State University
College at Potsdam, Tuesday
(Teb, 19) at 8:30 p. m. The con-
cert will be held in Crane Re-
cital Hall,

One of the compositions that
will be performed by the choir
is “The Song of the Jellicles,”
by T.eonard Sarasen, hushand ot
Prof. Penelope Sarason, direc-
tor of the choir. Accompanists
will be Carolyn Phillips of Cal-
licoon and James
Massena.

theatre productions particular-
ly recommend them to theatrical
groups and their audiences.
One, of course, is their low cost.
Compared to the expense of a
full-dress play a readers theatre
production costs peanuts to put
on. The large stage, the elab-
orate costumes and makeup, the
complex lighting ean be for-
gotten; a large cast is seldom
needed.

A Challange

The other feature is the chal-
lenge such a limitation imposes
— like the challenge a limited
palette offers to the painter.
The readers are called upon to
conjure up, themselves, the es-
sence of theatre, with none of
the traditional props to help
them. On them alone rests the
responsibility for generating a
convineing dramatic reality, so
that an audience — frustrated
initially, perhaps, by the ah-
sence of theatrical clues — is
finally drawn into the exper-
ience and, each individual dif-
ferently but all with equal foxce,
“gsees” time, place and charac-
ters as they are supposed to be.

It is this challenge which
Adrienne Zahler, who ig direct-
ing “The Crucible,” and her cast
meet in the forthecoming pro-
duction. The audience actually
sees only a bare stage with
about a dozen men and women
— housewives, teachers, stu-
dents, a businessman or two —
seated on benches, scripts in
hand. They wear simple mray
street clothes with wide white
collars. No special makeup, no
lighting effects,

But when they begin to read
they step off, as it were, into
another dimension., They pull a
switeh in space and time to
mold a new entity out of old
material, the stuff of history,
The give flesh and bloud to
characters who may have livel,
but did not exist until Miller
created them, To the extent
they succeed, they achieve the

who are young-at-heart, and
everyone can join in the fun.
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Two features of readers

ultimate magic.

Phillips of 1

made by the
state and com-
prised nearly
4,000,000 acres
in Franklin, St.
Lawrence, Jef-
ferson, Lewis,
Herkimer and
Oswego Coun-
ties with the ad-
joining islands
in the S8t Lawrence River. Ma-
comb agreed to pay eight pe.ce
an acre, one sixth dowrz, and
the residue in five equal install-
ments,

Indian Reservation
Provision was made in this
land patent for the St. Regis
Indian Reservation. Macomb
acknowledged this in his ori-
ginal application by stating that
“a tract equal to six miles
square, in the vicinity of the
village of St. Regis be excepted
. . . to remain the property of
the State: Provided always,
that if the said tract shall not
be hereafter applied for the use
of the Indians of the said vil-
lage, that then the same shall
be considered as included in
this contract, and that I shall
be entitled to a grant for the
same.” .
The Macomb Purchase was
divided into six tracts ag fol-
ows:

No. of Acres
Franklin
821,819

Great Tract I in
County
Great Tract II in St.
Lawrence County
Great Tract III in St.
Lawrence County 458,228
Great Tract IV in Herki-
mer, Lewis, Jefferson
Counties 450,950
Great Tract V in Os-
wego, Jefferson
V1 Lewis, Herkimer
Counties 1,409,738

533,020

These figures are from the
original Macomb Patent. Later
surveys brought the total up to
3,034,899 acres. This introduced
what was called “The Remain-
der,” which was included in
Tracts V and VL.

Two Associates

Two prominent and wealthy
men were associated with Ma-
comp in this great purchase —
William Constable and Daniel
MeCormick, The final deed on
patent refers to McCormick as
“an original proyrietor with the
said Macomb.” Constable is re-
ferred to as “a purchaser under
Alexander Macomb.” Evidence
would seem to indicate that
these two men were silent part-
ners until Macomb’s finaneial
failure forced them to protect
their own interests in person.,

A land transaction of such
proportions was bound to arouse
some opposition and critieism.
When the report of the land
commission sales of 1791 was

Advertisement

College Crowd Packs
Crossroads, Moira

Fun Seekers. Food Lovers from
Clarkson and State Teachers as
well as Crane filled the fabulous
Crossroads this past weekend
to partake of food by Maurice
Jobin, former Chef to the Duke|
of Windsor and to hear in per-

son the sensational Allen Har-
ris, rated according to a recent

HEY T

EENS...

MAKE THE SCENE AT THE

DILLY *BAR

EVERY FRI & SAT. 8- 12P. M.

TEEN

for

TIME’

NEW SPECIAL AREA SECTIONED

OFF WITH NITE-C
® DANCING —

LUB ATMOSPHERE
“JAM SESSIONS”

SPECIAL NON-ALCOHOLIC DRINKS . ..
CREATED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT...
® HAWAIIAN RED EYE @ ORANGE FLIP

¢ PINK LADY

@ MONSTER MASH

o ICE CREAM SUNDAES & SHAKES

® FAMOUS DILLY -

SNACKS

NO ADMISSION OR COVER CHARGE

DILLY © WAGON

MAPLE ST.

co

7-5312 POTSDAM

poll one of the top three Jazz
Organists in the country.

And they weren't disappointed,
Allen Harris who just complet-
ed o 6 month engagement at the
famous Sahara Hotel in Las
Vegax had them dancing, swing-
ingr, twisting and applauding,
His singing captured them as
well as his playing. Harris ap-
pears nitely from 7:30. Gour-
met dinners are serverd at the
Crossroads for just 2.75—No
cover ot minimum and the Col-
lege crowd has found the Cross-
roads the really nice place to
have fun.

3,693,755

ed a series of resolutions con-
demning the conduct of the
commissioners,

Talbot alleged that they sold
the land in too larse parcels.
The maximum sale should have
been 25,000 acres, If this had
been done, the stute would have
received a larger income, He
said ic was “inconsistent with
republican institutions to
encourage a monopoly of land
in the hands of a few indivi-
duals.” In relation to the Ma-
comb Purchase Talbot thought
it was suspicious that Macomb
had been charged eizht pence
an acre while the Roosevelt's
had to pay three shillings and
a penny per acre for a large
tract of land near Oswegon, Dur-
ing the course of the debate it
was insinuated that Governor
George Clinton and his friends
were secretly intervested in
these sales.

Any Price
The land commissioners denied
these motives and alleged that
the original intention of the le-
gislature was that the lands be
sold at any price. They also as-
serted that no higher offers had
been received for these lands.
Tabbot’'s  resolutions  were
finally rejected after a '- = '«
bate. On Apr. 10, 1792, Melanc-
ton Smith introduced a ro. . u
tion approving of the conduct of
the commissioners which was
adopted in the Assembly by a
vote of 35-25.
Three footnotes should be
added to this story. Smith was
a big land speculator himself
having purchased land m the
Chenango Twenty Towns in the
southern part of the state. Tal-
bot's resolutinos were offered
during an election year uand
were calculated to embarass
Clinton, And finally, after the
lelection Macomb made an oath
before Richard Varick, the Fe-
deralist mayor of New York
City that Governor Clinton was
neither directly nor indirectly
interested in the lands puvchas-
ed by him,
Next — Alexander Macomb

s

The Finest Theatre In The
North Country

(1).4 4

POTSDAM, N.¥.

Last Times Tonight

Melina Mercouri
“Never On Sunday”’
—Also—
Academy Award Winner
‘“Black Orpheus”

Friday thru Mounday

[ROUBLE was neve so mucs FUN?

o SUTANNE PRESHETIE - Cuane W
(APRYSTOREH - WARYIURCHY  FUAsROANTRENS - KARIHSIEON
(YN NCARTEY - HOWARD MUSRS WARSEN STEVEKS - SIUBRY XA

o PHILSIVERS

Tuesday and Wednesday
Feb, 1% and 20
2 Great Hits from
Academy Award Winner

INGMAR BERGMAN'S

the Devil’s
Wanbon

—Also—

NIGHT IS
MY FUTURE

Starting Friday, Feh, 22
WALT DISNTY'S
‘“Son of Flubber”
Matinee Friday at 2 p. m.

INGMAR
BERGMAN'S

SOON AT THE ROXY:
“Two For the Seesaw”
“A Girl Named Tamiko”
“Days of Wine and Roses”
“West Side Story™




