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35 MPH Speed Limit Advocated
For Potsdam-Canton Road "Flats

The severe winter which we have ex-
perienced in St. Lawrence County and
throughout the Northeast has made
driving conditions on all roads extreme-
ly hazardous for many weeks now.
Although state, county, and town high-
way crews have spent hours of overtime
plowing and sanding highways, and in
many cases, have already exhausted
their "plowing budgets" for the season,
more bad weather is expected before
this long winter is over. Many people
complain about the condition of the
roads — many say more sand and salt
is needed. However, there is a limit
to how much can be done to roads which
have been deluged day-after-day by
snow, freezing rain, high winds, etc.
In most cases we just have to grit our
teeth, drive with the utmost care, and
bare it.

* * * • *

Last week two bad accidents occurred
on the Potsdam-Canton Road (Route
11) in a span of three days. One, just
outside of Potsdam, killed a Gouverneur
couple in a head-on collision with a
tractor-trailor. The other injured an
Ogdensburg man seriously in a head-on
crash about two miles from town. Both
were the cause of poor road conditions,
and it would be hard to say that anyone
was at fault. We are particularly con-
cerned, however, with the stretch of
Route 11 known as "the flats" running
from the intersection of Route 11 and
the Slab City Road (where Putnam-
Hawley is located) to the Potsdam vil-
lage line near the start of Clarkson's
Snell Field.

This highly dangerous stretch of
highway has been the scene of several
tragic accidents in recent years, and
many more minor mishaps. Five years
ago at about this time four college stu-
dents were killed in possibly the worse
accident in this area in many decades
which occurred at the intersection of
the Slab City Road and Route 11. This
is a highly dangerous spot, as the Slab
City Road intersects where Route 11 is
curving, and especially at night, it is
difficult to spot headlights of oncoming
cars as distinguished from several
bright spotlights of business establish-
ments along Route 11.

Of course, the approach to Potsdam
via the New York Central Railroad
overpass is anotheri dangerous area, as
it is impossible to see what is coming on
the other side until the driver reaches
the top of the overpass. Also the over-
pass is often slippery and wet. Often

cars going along at the legal speed limit
of 50 mph on the straight, flat stretch
from Putnam-Hawley to the overpass
slow up suddenly when they reach that
point, especially at night if they see the
headlights of another vehicle coming
over the hill in the opposite direction.
On the overpass itself, in icy conditions,
it is almost impossible to stop when
descending the hill in either direction,
and there is on place for a car to go
should it need to veer off the road to
avoid a head-on collision. One one side
is the guard rail protecting the traffic
from the depths below, and the only
other place to go would be into the op-
posite lane. This was apparently the
situation which the Gouverneur couple
found themselves in when they began to
descend the hill and saw the truck in
their path.

# * *
All these highly dangerous factors on

this stretch of highway outside Pots-
dam lead us to wonder whether the
State would not be justified in reducing
the speed limit from the maximum 50
mph to 35 mph from the Potsdam vil-
lage limits to beyond Putnam-Hawley
and the Route 11 - Slab City Road in-
tersection. We know that the ap-
proaches of many cities and towns have
reduced speed limits for several miles
before reaching the limits of the com-
munity, and we feel that there is just
cause to do so in this case. Although
much of the section is straight and flat,
the overpass on one end and the inter-
section on the other makes it dangerous
especially to drivers unfamiliar with
the territory. There are also several
businesses along this stretch where
trucks and cars are constantly going
out and in — namely Putnam-Hawley,
Shelly Electric, Wonder Bread, several
establishments in the flats area near
the overpass, and at least three busy
motels.

It certainly is not going to hurt any-
one to adhere to a 35 mph speed limit
on this stretch either coming from or
going to Potsdam. It seems a rather
logical move to us. Some drivers aren't
prone to caution unless they're told to
use it. Others just don't know of a
dangerous area when they come upon
it. A reduced speed limit on this stretch
and strict enforcement of that limit
would perhaps prevent tragedies of the
magnitude of the senseless death of two
well - known, well - liked, and well-
respected area residents last week.

THE CANDID

Your State Tax - - Part Four

Use Of Deductions & Exemptions
On Resident Long Form Returns

DEDUCTIONS AND EXEMPTIONS ON
RESIDENT LONG FORM RETURNS (IT-201 and IT1208)

DEDUCTIONS
A New York taxpayer must use the "Standard Deduction" in computing

his State tax is he used the standard deduction in computing his Federal tax.
If he claimed itemized deductions on his Federal tax return, he has a choice of
claiming itemized deductions or the standard deduction on his State return.

An Important Part of
The New Look" Concept

The symbol seen in the headline of
this editorial "Courier-Freeman Report
In Depth" and also seen in several other
spots in this issue ushers in a new con-
cept of reporting for this publication —
a concept which we hope will find pub-
lic acceptance swiftly as one more way
a weekly hometown newspaper can be
of value to its community and its read-
ers. Actually, there is nothing unusual
in what we are attempting to do —
it has been done for quite some time
now, but, for the first time, we are mak-
ing an effort to bring it to the public's
attention.

What is the function of a weekly
newspaper? This is a question we have
asked many times before. It is a ques-
tion which is asked' of us, and one we
ask ourselves. Well, there can't be any
one function of a weekly newspaper —•
or any newspaper. However, we feel
one of its prime objectives should be
the accurate and probing account of
events which effect all of us. The word
"probing" is important, for it is the
key to "in depth" concept. You read
an account of a Village Board meeting

in a newspaper. It tells where and
when the meeting was held, who was
there, what main business was trans-
acted, and what important decisions
were made.

This is fine — it is good reporting.
However, does it go beyond this ? Does
it relate the incidents and decisions of
that meeting with past meetings or fu-
ture events? And does it dissect the
details and probe the discussion to find
out how an action or decision will af-
fect you or me? This is "In Depth"
reporting — the careful probing of is-
sues which takes the reader beyond the
bounds of just "news." Not opinionated
— not an editorial, but a clear-cut at-
tempt to prove once again that the
beneficial service of a newspaper can
not be replaced today or any other
day by any other media.

Thus, as we embark on our "New
Look" concept of weekly reporting and
editing, we include as Number One
prime objective "In Depth" reporting.
Its design is for a better paper in a
better community.

Hats Off To The Snow Battlers
We are quick to criticize, quick to

complain, to cry out in anguish and
protest, to find fault, to belittle, to
berate. We are quick to jump on the
bandwagon of storm and constant grip-
ing until it gets so bad that we begin
to sound like a bunch of old maids with
nothing better to do.

It has been a long, hard winter, and
for the men who keep our village streets
and town highways plowed and fight
the battle of the elements, every day —
and most nights too — have been a
nightmare. These men work and get
paid. They don't set the policy or make
the decisions. They just work. It's
time they were given support by some-
one — just a little encouragement and
pat-on-the-back. If we would stop com-
plaining about the condition of the
streets long enough to pay a well-de-
served tribute, it might get more re-
sults. That's a thought!

There is no reason for all the shout-
ing and complaining anyhow. Nothing's
new — nothing has changed! Winters
here are severe and the harder they are,
the poorer the street conditions. Salt?
Sana? They help only to a point. Be-
yond that point, there's little to do.
Too much salt, car owners complain it

is ruining the underpart of the car.
Too little salt — we all complain of
dangerous, slippery roads. What else
is there? Well, there's really nothing
else, but it makes a nice conversation
piece, and it's a good topic to complain
about.

So we aren't complaining here (ex-
cept about complaining), and our hats
go off to the men in the plows, and the
blowers, and the trucks, and the sand-
crs, and all the other equipment which
is used to clean our streets and roads.
And that goes for Carson James and
Seth Fountain too. It's been a long
hard winter.

No Dimes Please
If you put a dime in the new two-

hour parking meters downtown, you're
only going to get a penny's worth of
time or 12 minutes. Only pennies and
nickels are to be used in the new meters.
A penny for every 12 minutes, a nickel
an hour. Two hours will cost you ten
cents by way of two nickels. Many
people have been confused.

STANDARD DEDUCTION
The New York standard de-

duction will be the same
amounts claimed on an indi-
vidual'sFederla return unless:

Separate Federal returns
were filed by husband and
wife, thereby limiting the
maximum Federal standard
deduction in certain instance
(as explained below), or

The taxpayer is required to
make any of the additions to
or subtractions from total
Federal income (described in
the preceding article of this
series) to arrive at his total
New York income.

If those additions or sub-
tractions are required, the
New York standard deduction
is 10% (top limit, $1,000) of -
the total New York income
and will not be indentical with
the Federal standard deduct-
ion.

For a husband and wife fil-
ing a joint New York return,
the standard deduction is com-
puted the same way it is for
an individual. But if a hus-
band and wife choose to file
separate State returns on
Form IT-20S, the total stand-
ard deduction for both is lim-
ited to $1,000 or W/h of their
combined total New York in-
come, whichever is less. The
allowable standard deduction
which they could have claimed
on a joint return may be di-
vided in any way they wish,
on their separate returns. On
the other hand, on the sepa-
rate Federal returns of a hus-
band and wife, Federal pro-
visions limit the "Standard
Deduction" to $500 or lW.i of
the total Federal income,
whichever is less.
DEDUCTIONS ON STATE

RETURNS

A New York taxpayer using
the Long Form may itemize
his deductions for State tax
purposes, rather than claim
t h e "Standard Deduction",
provided he also itemizes de-
ductions on his Federal re-
turn.

The total of the Federal
itemized deductions forms the
ba8is for claiming itemized
deductions on the State re-
turn in the same manner that
total Federal income forms
the basis for total New York
income. However, there are
certain items which must be
added to or subtracted from
total Fedreal itemized deduct-
ions tn arrive at the allowable
New York itemized deduction.

The same amount of medi-
cal expenses and charitable
contributions alluwed in rum-
puting Federal income tax are
allowed au tomat ica l l y for
State purposes.

A taxpayer's total Federal
itemized deductions may be
increased up to S150 for life
insurance a n d endowment
policy premiums on life. (On
a joint return, premiums paid
up tn §150 on the life of each
spouse may be added to Fed-
eral itemized deductions).

Total Federal itemized de-
ductions must be reduced by
the amounts claimed on the
individual's Federal return
fur.

1. New York Slate income
tax or the income taxes im-
posed by any other taxing
authority.

2. Interest on money bor-
rowed to buy securities, the
income of which is exempt
from New York tax.

A husband and wife who file
a joint return claiming: itemiz-
ed deduction may also claim
itemized deductions, explain-
joint or separate State re-
turns. The same additions to
and subtractions from Federal
itemizzed deductions, explain-
ed above, are to be applied to
the total amount of their joint
Federal itemized deductions.
The modified total of Federal
itemized deducations t h u s
computed becomes their New

Capital Sidelights

Don't Be Blue-
The Blue Room

Is Still Blue
by Esther Van Vvagoner Tufty

When the news broke in
mid-December that the Blue
Room in the White House
"was going White," there was
some consternation. The mil-
lions of Americans who have
made the tour through the
White House no doubt would
like to remember the Red
Room as Red, the Green Room
as Green, and that the oval,
most formal of all Blue Room
as Blue. At least I felt that
way about it.

But now we can all relax
because while the walls are no
longer blue but stain-striped
off-white, the dominat color
is a mute blue in the curtain,
upholstery, table cover, and
for the first time, the floor is
carpeted and in blue tones.

One of the most exciting
things about the new Blue
Room, is that for the first
time are displayed together
the portraits of the first seven
Presidents. The Green Room,
which was redone too and dis-
played for the first time on
Monday at a dinner honoring
the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , The
Speaker, and the Chief Jus-
tice, is still Green only it's a
more subdued moss-green.

One guests said: "Not only
has Jackie Kennedy made the
White House more historically
attractive, but she has given
the guests a safe topic of con-
versation at official func-
tions."

* * *
A streamer over the front

page of a nearby Virginia
weekly: "More circulation
than the New York Times."

* ••'• v

Fur nine years I have had
an "endive" luncheon as the
guest of the Belgian Ambas-
sador at some smart French
restaurant whk'h knows what
to flo with this delicate, ex-
pensive vegetable grown in
Belgium.

At this year's luncheon,
Ambussadur Louis Schcyven,
had a right to be annoyed be-
cause the shipment of endive
from Brussels was held up,
and probably wilting, due to
the lungshoremen's strike. Yet
there was enough to serve as

York itemized deduction. If
separate returns are filed on
Form IT-208, this figure may
be divided between them in
any manner they wish.

EXEMPTIONS
A taxpayer is allowed the

same amount of exemptions
on his New York State income
tax return as he is entitled to
on his Federal income tax re-
turn.

A husband and wife filing
joint Federal but separate
State returns should each
claim hi? or her own exempt-
ions) only, determined as if
separate Federal returns had
been filed. On such separate
State returns, the total ex-
emptions cannot exceed those
allowed on the joint Federal
return.

If a taxpayer files a sepa-
rate State return, he may
claim his wife's personal ex-
emption and any additional
exemption she may be entitled
to because of age or blindness
($600 if over 65 and $600 if
blind) only if she had no gross
income and was not the de-
pendent of another taxpayer
in 1962. The same rule applies
to a wife who is the sole sup-
port of her husband.

Next — How to Compute
Your New York State Person-
al Income Tax

appetizers and in the salad,
but all the 'regular' guest
(six of us) missed it in the
soup and braised as a hot
vegetable. Delicious.

But I still don't know how
to pronounce it. The Ambas-
sador's accent is such that
I'm bewildered whether it's
en-dive with a broad "i" or
en-dEve.

* f< *

A phantom dinner is held
once a year in Washington.

It's popular in this capital
where the VIPs are either
giving or listening to speeches
every day and many a night.
This charity dinner is given
by the House of Mercy, which
cossets unwed mothers. Fine
invitations are issued, but to
accept you don't have to get
dressed up, eat an uninspired
banquet dinner or listen to
after-dinner talks. Just send
$5 for the cause . . . and stay
home.

* • *

General Lauris Norstad,
former Supreme Allied Com-
mander and Commander-in-
Chief of the U.S. European
Command, in receiving the
"Heart-of-the-Year" a w a r d
from President Kennedy said
tht his physician had told him
after his two heart attacks:
"Run, don't walk." He had to
do that on his job for six
years . . . and he looks just
find.

* • •

The soapstone art of the
Eskimo stole the show in com-
petition with the Crown Jew-
els of Great Britain at a
luncheon last week of the
Signal Corps Officers' Wives
Club over at the Army-Navy
Country Club.

The 11,000 Eskimos living
on the shores of Hudson Bay
have evolved a distinctive way
of capturing the wild life
around them in the black and

(Continued on page 6)

MIKE
By MIKE KNAPP

The highly controversial question of the use of
the Civic Center auditorium by the Potsdam Com-
munity Theatre seemed 'to have been settled at the
Village Board meeting Feb. 4 when the Board denied
the group the free use of the hall for its productions.
However, letters in this week's Courier (see page
5) indicated that the matter may be closed as far as
the Board is concerned, but it is far from a dead
issue to the members of the theatre group.

The controversy has been
brewing since early last Fall,
and as far as the local thes-
pians are concerned, they have
gotten nowhere. In fairness to
all concerned, I do not feel
that this is necessarily true.
However, I am far from satis-
fied with the present arrange-
ment, but my point of view
doe's differ somewhat from the
official stand of the Executive
Board of Potsdam Community
Theatre.

Some readers of the Courier
have accused me of continually
harping on this subject for sel-
fish reasons — namely because
I am an active and interested
member of Community
Theatre. I feel that this is un-
just. Although I am a mem-
ber, I do not serve in any of-
ficial capacity on any of the
governing boards of Potsdam
Community Theatre, and my
interest in this matter stems
from the fact that I feel a
group is being given unfair
treatment, not only Potsdam
Community Theatre, but all
groups which are now charged
what I consider an exorbitant
fee for the use of the auditor-
ium. It just so happens that
Potsdam Community Theatre
is a unique situation, and they
have been the only ones who
have publicly taken exception
to the rule as set up by the
village. I would do the same
for any other group in similar
circumstances.

Read Letter
It is not necessary here to

go into long detail on the back-
ground of the controversy —
one which should be well-
known to all those interested.
However, Mrs. Lyle Moffett's
"Letter to the editor" clearly
outlines the background of the
dispute if anyone is not fami-
liar with the situation.

As most people know I have
commented on the use of the
Civic Center Auditorium and
of the entire Civic Center in
general several times during
the course of the past year,
and basically my opinion has
not changed. However, in
light of recent developments,
I do not feel that both sides
have taken a stand which is
unreasonable to the eventual
practical settlement of this
problem. Thus the theatre
group and the Village Board
have grown further and fur-
ther apart. It is now time to
take a close, level-headed look
at the problem, consider com-
promise, and find a solution.

I would like to bring the fol-
lowing fa,cts to light:

1-The Village Board has
backed off considerably from
its ironclad stand of a year
ago. At that time the arrange-
ment was that the thespians
were restricted to the use of
the Civic Center auditorium
for two dress rehearsals plus
two performances will all fees
waivered. That policy made it
literally impossible for the
group to function at all with-
out holding its rehearsal else-
where and preparing the stage
for a full-scale production in
one night. No group, profess-
ional or otherwise, could cope
with this dilemma.

Earlier last Fall, however,
the Board did grant the
theatre group the use of the
auditorium for rehearsals of
its show3 plus storage space
free of the normal $12 janitor-
ial charge on any night when
the auditorium was not in use
by another organization. This
is quite a change from its for-
mer stand. It did not, however,
wish to also grant the group
the use of the auditorium free
of the $60 per night fee charg-
ed for any group using the au-
ditorium for a public perfor-
mance at which admission is
charged.

Free or Not Free?
2-The dispute now then

stems from the Community
Theatre's insistance that they
should have free use of the
auditorium on the grounds
that they are a civic organiza-
tion performing a cultural
service to the community
which should receive the

wholehearted official support
of the village through the Vil-
lage Board. The Board, on tha
other hand, says that, under
present fee rates established
by village law in 1960, it can
not legally waive the fee for
the theatre group without also
doing so for any other civic
organization wishing to usa
the auditorium for any pur- ,
pose which they might feel i$
beneficial to the community.

In this matter, I must agrea
with the stand of the Village
Board, as they have no alter-
native. Regardless of whether
or not they support the exist-
ence of the Community Thea-
tre, they can not waive the fee
set up for a tax-supported
building such as the Civic Cen-
ter for one group without do-
ing it for all groups, unless
they so state in an amendment
to their fee ordinance. The or-
dinance now says that all
youth groups may hold public
admission - paying functions
there without charge. Tha ,(
theatre group would have t»
be added to this list, and that
would seem hardly likely.

Although I agree that this is
the stand which the Village
Board must take, I do not
agree with the present fee sys-
tem which was established,
and here is where I feel a com-
promise coula and should ba
worked out. It would not only
be to the benefit of the theatra
group, but to all other or-
ganizations desiring to usa
the Civic Center Auditorium
for public performance, and
finding the rental fee of $60
exorbitant.

I have no idea how the trus-
tees who set up this fee ar-
rived at a figure. It would
seem highly unlikely that tha
cost of lights, heat, wear-and
tear on the building, and main-
tanence could possibly amount t
to $60 a night for any func-
tion which might take place in
that hall. The building must ba
heated at all times anyway,
and the only expense would
seem to be the cost of paying
the janitor overtime to ba
available in the building dur-
ing a function.

- 10% Fee Rate
Under these conditions, it

would seem that a flat per-
centage fee of 10% of tha
gross profits of any public
function held in the auditorium
where admission is chargvj
would be a reasonable sum. In
this way, in effect, every
group would pay what they
should be expected to be able
to afford in order to hold a
successful function themselves,
meet expenses, make a profit,
(if this is their purpose), and
help share the expenses of tha ,,
upkeep of the hall.

In other words, if a group
were to schedule a function
during the winter in the hall,
and a heavy snowstorm or
other emergencies prevented
people from attending, they
might be stuck with a heavy
loss because they were forced
to pay $60 rent on a function
which say 100 people attended.
If 100 people attended and
they charged $1 apiece, they
would make $100. Under tha
present set-up, $00 would go
for rent alone. If, on the other
hand, 10% were charged fur
rent, it would cost them only
$10. However, if the affair wiu
a success and 500 people at- .
tended, the rent, based on 10',n
would be $50, and they would
still be making the same mar-
gin of profit as if they had
made only $100.

I sincerely believe that tha
Village Board should take this
suggestion under considera-
tion, as I feel that it is a sana
and sensible readjustment of
the fee now being charged. Of
course, one other point to con-
sider is damage which could
be done to the building in tha
course of a function. There
seems a simple enough solu-
tion to this, however. Any (<
group planning a large func-
tion in the auditorium, should
be asked to put up a sizeable
"bond" or guarantee" for pro-

(Continucd on page 6)
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