Almanacs Were Chief ( D DAY coLumn

Weather Forecasters

Long before there was any | Cambridge, Mass. This was in;
United States Weather Bureau! 163(_) ‘
or weather service of any| Since that dafe, the 31’
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kind, Americans turned fo ﬂ?i‘}??ilﬂegﬂe‘;faﬁﬁxg[ (t)l;g
their almanacs to find out .

5

Farmer's Almanac, which first
what the weather would be !

appeared in 1793, is still be-‘
—1he next day, six months, or|ing printed today, 167 vears:
even a yvear ahead. |

later. Others did not last as
Since the beginning of man-

"long.
kind almanacs of some kind |, One of the most famous was
have had a place in the lives

the one brought out in the
of people. The pyramids ol

early part of the eighteenth
century by Benjamin Frank-
Egypt were used to observe
the planets and fry {o deter-

lin. Using the pen name Ricl-
mine the proper time for

ard Saunders, he call it Poor
Richard's Almanae. Today

planting. And after that came

farmers’ almanac tableis.

copies of Poor Richard's sell
for as high as $500, are eager-
Iy sought and highly prized.

Much smaller, they were still}

heavy enough to test the |

strength of an ox to move.

Through the years, alma-
subject of interest to the
Then in 703 A. D, came a

people: weather, seasons,

16

ACROSS

1 ——— cahin

4 Musical qualities
6 Harden

7 Arlicle

9 Not “down™
10 Half an em
11 Writing tool
13 Aged
14 Artist’s frame
16 Golf term

nacs have treated abouf every
planting almanac in the form

»f a four-sided stick with sym-
bols on it. When held to the
sum, it was supposed o be

pretty accurate; cloudy days
it was no good at all.

The first printed almanac
appeared with the first print-
ing press. And one printed in
Nuremberg in 1472 is said to
have heen useful to Columbus

v his discovery of the new.

world.

Printed almanaces soon be-!

gan to carry such items as

astrology, quack medicines, |

proverbs of so-called wisdom
and the like. In 1570, a law

was passed in Prussia which
decreed that they were per-

mitted fo “tell more lies than
truth,” But even then the al-
manac people had their
troubles. Two were hanged on
suspicion that they started the
Great London Fire of 1666 {o
make their predictions come
true. And one had to quit be-
cause Jonothan Swift started
the rumor,
grew, that to really tell the

weather, one should expect
the exact opposite of what his

almanac said it would be.

The oldest known almanac
printed in English is dated
1495, Exactly 144 years later
the first American almanac
came off the printing press in

which quickly

health, religion, food, educa-
tion, finances, crops. birds,
farm animals, taxes, reading,
entertainment, and dozens of
others. But the gems of wis-
dom of Poor Richard’s Alma-
nac such as “Early to bed and
early to rise, makes a man
healthy, wealthy and wise” re-
main among the most popular
of all.

| ~M. S. Shelton

DOWN
1 Land parcel
2 Upon
3 Obtain
4 Indian tent
5 Nut’s home
6 Dine
8 Conclusion
12 Short sleep
13 Above (poet.)
15 South America (ah.)

MOVIE MADNESS---

“Mrs. Washington, the ‘Cherry Tree Chopper' has struck
again—I| don’t think we'll ever capture him!"

Captain Hal Lists Only Interesting Pen Pals

WANT PEN PALS? Print
your name, address and age
send to Captain Hal, care of
this mewspaper. These read-
ers want letters from you.
All you have fo do is write

them.

* * *

Elizabeth Hemker, RD No. 3,
Box 212, Wadsworth, Ohio.
Age 12.

Sandra Bryant, 522 Lynn Dr.,
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Age
914

Loretta Koch, 4826 Marion
Circle, Corpus Christi, Tex.
Age 11,

Bruce Bursey, 40 Jasper St
Saugus, Mass. Age 10.

Karin Bursey, 40 Jasper St.,
Saugus, Mass, Age 7.

Eloise Makuley, 6541 Glenwil-

low Dr., North Royalton 33,
Ohio. Age 11.

Grace Berube, 365 Main St.,
Lewiston, Maine. Age 13.
Grance Hinojosa, Box 695,
Hebronville, Tex. Age 13.
Sherry Ladnier, 701 Dunnan
St., Pascagoula, Miss. Age
14

Phyllis Palumbo, 33 Westford
St., Saugus, Mass. Age 11%.

Maxy Anderson, Box 337, R.D.
1/3 Saugertus, N. Y. Age|
14.

Carolyn Nan Wilsey, Box 234,
Loxley, Ala, Age 13.

Toby D. Ellison, 679 Upson
St., Akron 5, Ohio. Age 12.

Diana Hindman, 103 Bass
Bary Dr. Chippewa Lake,
Ohio. Age 9.

Tyra Hutchson, R.D. No, 1,
Shreve, Ohio. Age 11%,
Tammie Farner, 87 South
Main St., West Salem, Ohio.

Age 10.

Jack Fortune, 9221 Albion
Rd., North Royalton 33,
Obio. Age 11.

Thomas Phillips, 8077 Albion
Rd., North Royalton 33,
Ohio. Age 10.

Irene Djordjevick, 7126 Al-
bion Rd., North Royalton
33, Ohio. Age 11.

Gary Stribicki, 9945 Ridge
Rd., North Royalton 33,
Ohio. Age 10.

Beatrice Arispe, 1806 Sher-
man St., Corpus Christi,
Tex. Age 12.

Marian Johnson, 618 Cliffside
Dr., Akron, Ohio. Age 10.
Barbara O’Dell, 252 Newion
St., Akron, Ohio. Age 11.
Linda Perry, 19 Ashland Rd.,

Malden, Mass. Age 12.

Sandra Campbell, 612 Kipling,

Akron 11, Ohio. Age 12.

Grab a Pencil and Find His Way Home---
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TRUE OR FALSE

Puzzle Pete wonders if you
can tell which (if any) of
these sentences are true or
false?

Nevada is a Southern state.

A ton of coal is heavier
than a ton of feathers. -

Only four of the months
of the year have 30 days each.

AND READ EVERY
W Tieb LETTER E|Q
(Yo DD oRECTION)) A
O LEARN FUZZLE
PETES HIPDEN

MAX/M

PLAYED BY EAR

Fach of Puzzle Pete’s words
ends with an EAR. Can you| Way

complete the words correctly
from the clues?
— — EAR (bright)
— EAR (to fleece)
— EAR (bedaub)
— EAR (weapon)
— — EAR (seem)
-— — EAR (make be-
loved)
TRIANGLE

Puzzle Pete has based his
word triangle on PARADES
and wonders if you ean ouf-
wit him from these clues:
The second word is an ahbre-
viation for “South America”;
third “an Indian weight”;
fourth “a heating device”;

islative body.”
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lFun of All Kinds

Puzzles—-Stories-—

Collection of Plants and Flowers,

In a museum at Harvard
University in Cambridge.
Mass., there are models of
flowers and plants that lock
so real that you even imagine

PARADES

you can smell them. The fruit
makes you hungry. These
models are made of colored
glass by a special process.
Leopold Blaschka, the son
of a glass worker in Bohemia,
was thrilled by some rare sea
sreatures that he saw while
raveling on a steamship to
America, Back home in his
father’s shop he made glass
models of them. Soon he was
making and selling to mu-
seums his models of delicate
sea life tha' could not be kept
alive and preserved in any

frx' 1886 Professor George L.

Goodale of the Harvard Bo-
tanical Museum saw some of
Mr. Blaschka’s models of fish,
which hy then he was selling
to museums all over the
world, and asked him to try
making models of plants and
flowers. This unusual collee-
tion with thousands of models
showing 164 families of plants
was sponsored by Mrs. Eliza-
beth C. Ware and her daugh-
ter, Mary, and given to the
Harvard Museum as a me:0-
rial to Dr. Charles Eliot Ware.

The artistic work of making
these unique flowers took the
full time of Leopold Blaschka
and later his son, Rudolph for
49 years until the son died at
the age of 82 in 1939.

The model you see first as

you walk into the door is a

honeybee about six inches
long taking nectar out of a
giant flower. But most of the
models are life size. They
show interesting facts of plant
life. For instance, they show
different kinds of pitcher
plants trapping flies and other
insects. Some show the clever
ways flowers have of brushing
their pollen onto bees while
they sip nectar, One shows
how the tumbleweed cuzls its
stalks up into a ball that the
wind rolls across the desert
and scatters its seeds,

One part of the display has
models as they look under a
microscope. A bristling yel-
low ball about the size of a
golf hall is a grain of pollen
magnified 2,000 times! The
microscope brings out strange

Hervard's famous glass plants look almost real enough to smell.

Will Never Fade—It's of Glass

facts. A plant that eats insects
catches them on its leaves
with tiny hooks that entangle
their feet. People used to he-
lieve the fig tree had no blos-
soms but here the microscope
shows tiny white blossoms
hidden in the crotches of the
branches!

One highly magnified model
shows the important, life proce
ess called photosynthesis that
makes green leaves, with {hy
help of sunlight, turn soil inie
food.

These models look much
more real and beautiful than
ordinary artificial flowers he-
cause they are exact copies
of real flowers. The Blasch-
kas invented clever ways to
make colored glass look vel-
vety, glossy and frosty like
leaves and petals. That is why
the flowers look so dewy

fresh and the fruit so tempt-
ing.

The Blaschkas had a large
garden beside their studio
near Dresden, German'y,
where they raised flowers,to,
copy. They were allowed  to
pick flowers in the royal gar—
dens and in botanical gardens
where many kinds of flowers
were grown. The som, Ru-
dolph, came to the United
States twice to collect wild
flowers which he sketched or
preserved in alcohol. "

This popular exhibit at-
tracts more than 200,000 v151-
tors each year. It is of special
interest to students of botaxy.
This is the only place in the
world where they can see
samples of every family eof
plants in bud, blossom and
fruit. .
~—Sylvia E. Clark

Short Story From Real Life--

Who would think anything
as big as a freight car could
get lost? But it did. Stranger
still, it was a cowboy in
search of a lost steer who
found it.

Newspapers played up the
mystery on their front pages
not 50 many years ago. No
wonder, for it isn’t every day
that a freight car disappears
as completely as if it had van-
ished into thin air—right on
the main line of the Union
Pacific,

For more than a year, offi-
cials of the railroad were at
their wits’ ends to know what
could have become of it, The
car had been loaded with
$50,000 of silks at San Fran-
cisco, and it was in the mid-
dle of a train known as a “silk
special.”

At Green River, Wyo,, the
{rain, consisting of 16 cars,
was carefully checked and in-
spected. Numbers were taken,
seals were examined, and all
customary precautions
observed.

Then came the long run
through the Bitter Creek
country, across the Red Des-
ert and over the mountains
{0 Laramie.

There, another inspection
was made. The train was late
and the conductor was impa-
tient, but the inspector could
not make the freight cars in
the train agree with the way-
bills.

He found only 15 cars,
whereas 16 were ecalled for.
Making a careful examina-
{ion, he discovered that No,
907 was missing. When none
of the train crew could ac-
count for it, at last the train
was allowed to proceed.

Meantime, the telegraph
wires hummed with the car’s

Ice Is King

By Kay Cammer
The smallest bird
Is soon aware
That a wintry tree
Is lean and bare.
"The brittle branches
Chilled—undressed
Cannot support
The lightest nest.
Wind invades the foresi;
The icy king
Rules the slumbering
Trecs until spring.

One day o cowboy suddenly came upon a freight car
in a lonely gulch.

strange disappearance. All
stations were confacted, but
no agent had seen or heard
anything of the missing car.
The man at Green River was
sure that No. 907 had left that
point all right.

Days, weeks and months
passed, and the mystery re-
mained unsolved. Then one
day a cowboy, riding across
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the Red Desert in search of a
straying steer, suddenly came
upon a freight car in a lonely
gulch. It was miles from any
station.

- At first the cowboy felt like
rubhing his eyes, but he had
made no mistake. It was a
real railroad car, intact and
with its seals unbroken. He
took the car’s number and
then he rode to the nearest
railway telegraph station.

The operator did not seem
interested until he mentivned
the car’s number -— 907. The
agent rushed to his telegraph
key to call Laramie.

The amazing news sped to
the Union Pacific head office
at Omaha. Soon a wrecking
train was on its way to the

Cowboy Solves Mystery of M:ssmg Freight Car

Red Desert, The lost car was
raised from the gulch and put
upon the track. An examina-
tion of its contents showed
that the merchandise had suf-
fered no damage.

How did the missing car
get into the gulch? The mys-
tery was not solved until all
the evidence was pieced fo-
gether. The train hands re-
membered that in the run
down the mountains the train
had broken apart.

This had happened hefore
on long grades, and the crew
did as they had always done
when such a thing occurred.
The men on the detached cars
tended the brakes, and after
the train had rounded many
sharp curves, they finally
managed to bring the cars un-
der control. At a safe stop-
ping place, they coupled the
train together once more and
resumed the run.

But unknown to the crew,

while the train was rounding|:a

one of the sharpest curves.
one of the cars (No. 907) had
slipped out of its coupling
jumped the tracks, and hur
tled down into the gulch. Per-
haps it would still be there to-
day if a cowboy had not gone
into the desert after a stray
steer.

—James Aldredge

Wristlet
Bend a spoon around your
wrist and initial with bright
red nail polish.

Brain Teaser

Example: Change the mid- »
dle letter and a liquid meas-
urement becomes an organ of
the body. Answer: liter,
1i-v-er.

1—A vestment worn by
clerics becomes common-
place.

2—Boundlessness becomes
piquant flavoring.

3—A chiplike piece be-
comes a lobe of a whale’s
tail.

4—A gutteral sound be—
comes concede,

5—Muscular strength be-
comes to toast.

6—A boundary line becomes
lawful.

7—A swallow becomesasa],t;-
water game fish. :

8—Succinct becomes rigid.

9—A part of a flower be-
comes pertinent to pun-
ishment.

10—Securely placed becomel
cauterized..

a

Answers "
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QU-E-I8 CJEN-IH — Y
‘g§-efd —¢ ‘eo-rds  ‘9a-ed§
—% ‘91-B-3S [0IS—T

Clay Keeper
Molding clay will stay mojst
and pliable indefinitely «if
wrapped in aluminum foil. »
Color Cure-
Mismates of hosiery, boiled
together, come out the same
shade.
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It's Fun
By Elizabeth H. Hickey

It’s fun to make a scrapbook
Of hoats or dogs or scenes
With the pictures that I cut
From mom's old magazines.

It really is surprising

How much [ learn about
Boats or dogs or places

Just from eutting pictures out.
With a little paste and scissors
It's such a pleasant way

To wile away the hours

Ol a rainy Saturday.

Sn if you're feeling lonely
With nothing mueh to do,
Why not make a scraphook?
It's lots of fun to do!

Reproduction tn whola or in part protubited except by permission of Newspaper Enterpise Association—Printed tn U.5.A.

PACIFIC
OCEAN

THE SOLOMON ISLANDS

HORNED FROG IS FOUND
ONLY IN THE SOLOMON
{SLANDS.

RIDGES OF RAISED SHIN RU
FROM THE HEAD DOWN THE
BODY, THE LEGS
ARE SHORT:

THE AVERAGE
SIZE FOR THE
MALE |5 3INCHES
AND FOR.THE FEMALE, 32 INCHES»

THE MOUTH IS VERY LARGE.

THE SOLOMON ISLANDS HORNED FROG
HAS A TRIANGULAR HEAD WHICH IS NEARs-
LY AS LARGE AS ALLTHE REST OF {15!
BODY PUT TOGETHER, ASMALL PEA :
OF SKIN RISES ABOVE EACH TRI=
ANGULAR EYELID AND FROMTHE |
TIP OF THE NOSE,GIVING THE -
ANIMAL A PECULIAR APPEARANCE. .
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