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Poorly-Handled State Tuition Plan
Leaves Many Questions Unanswered

The burning question of "tuition or
no tuition" looks like it will dominate
the State Legislative scene for some
months to come before anything is re-
solved. Here in Potsdam naturally the
issue is an important one since we have
a State University College within our
limits — and opinions are numerous.
However, in the main, Potsdam is not
much different from any other com-
munity where this question is being
debated. There are parents whose chil-
dren are now attending a State Univer-
sity College, who find themselves faced
with the problem of shelling out up to
$400 more next year than they did this
year. Still other parents find that their
children have been accepted at a State
school for next fall, and now it will cost
them considerably more to send them
there. Perhaps the most agonizing
thing of all, is that most people still
aren't sure what it will cost — and
won't be for some time to come.

We have given this question very
careful consideration for the past week,
and we can't say honestly that we have
come to any definite conclusions as to
whether it is "right or wrong." We
will say that we feel it was inevitable,
and there are convincing arguments
for both sides. We do feel, however,
that several points should be brought
to light in this "great debate."

(1) For many years residents of the
State screamed that no higher educa-
tion on a State level was available to
students other than Teacher's Colleges.
It is only recently that Liberal Arts de-
grees were established at some of the
colleges, and institutes such as the Uni-
versity of Buffalo were added to the
State University system.

(2) Today most of the State Univer-
sity Colleges are academically on a par
with or excel many of the private col-
leges in the country. There was a time
when going to a "State Teachers Col-
lege" was considered inferior. Today
most have admissions standards as high
if not higher than private schools and
have facilities to match those of private
institutions.

(3) Almost without exception, even
with the State tuition, it would cost
considerably more to enroll in a private
college than in one of the State schools.
Furthermore, the cost to some students
will not be nearly as great as had been
indicated. For instance, students at
Potsdam State were paying $50 "stu-
dent fee." The fee will only be $25
under the new plan, so $25 will go to-
ward that tuition.

(4) Many of the larger and better-
known state colleges around the coun-

try do charge tuition for their students
— places such as Ohio State, Michigan
State, University of Wisconsin, etc.

(5) It is true that the basic concept
of the State University system in this
State was set up to produce teachers.
There are many who feel that those
students majoring in education should
not be charged tuition. We are inclined
to agree. However, on' most campuses
these students are receiving exactly the
same benefits as any other students.
On the campus here, for instance, they
have access to all the facilities, dormi-
tories, activities, etc. Also, the State
has no guarantee that these people
studying to become teachers will ac-
tually teach. There have been many in
the past, and probably will continue to
be many, who will obtain their teaching
degree just for the sake of having a
degree with no plan to use it.

# # #
Thus we have brought to light some

of the more intricate parts of the de-
bate over tuition at our State Univer-
sity. Although we do not feel we are
in a position to render an opinion on
this score, and also feel that the ques-
tion is still far too involved to do so,
we do feel strongly about one thing —
that, public relations-wise, this situa-
tion was handled in the worse possible
way by the State.

To begin with, if the plan was de-
cided upon this winter, it should never
have been put into effect until Septem-
ber of 1964. It simply is not fair to par-
ents and students who had planned to
make use of the State University fa-
cilities next fall to suddenly announce
to them it will cost them several hun-
dred additional dollars to do so. At
least with over a year's warning, stu-
dents now in high school could make
plans accordingly, and would be aware
of the situation when they begin to
apply to colleges next fall.

Secondly, it was indeed unfortunate
that the Governor chose thsi particular
time for the tuition announcement. He
couldn't possibly have confused things
further. Just several short weeks ago
he came out with a rather astounding
plan for a multi-million dollar State
Science and Technical Center, and an-
nounced a huge capitol improvements
program for the State University sys-
tem. Then came the tuition plan, and
right away it took the shape of a foot-
ball — a political football. And if it
gets batted around but good in the
halls of the State Legislature in the
next several months, the Governor has
no one to blame but himself.

(In Parenthesis)

V yt

Route 56 South Needs Immediate Repairs
There are times when incidents lend

themselves favorably to comments on
a certain subject. Thus we find that
the raging snowstorm in the Water-
town-Jefferson County area gives us
good grounds to dwell briefly on a topic
which has disturbed us for quite some
time — the poor condition of one of
the main arteries out of this area of
the North Country — Route 56 South
to Tupper Lake. By now we are all
well aware of the problems which have
faced many in the Jefferson County
area due to the tremendous storms
which have plagued them for the past
weeks. Although we in the St. Law-
rence Valley have been fortunate
enough to miss the brunt of these
storms, they have affected us in many
ways.

The most important affect which
events to the South have had on our
area is the potential blocking of one
of the main lifelines to this area. In
storms such as this both rail and air
service are limited, so everything that
moves must move by road. Several
times in the pasi. week we have heard
reports of main roads near Watertown
being blocked by blowing and drifting
snow — Routes such as 81, 11, and 12.
There have been times when it was
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doubtful that mail or newspapers or
other vital products could reach the
area, and, in fact, there have been days
when these have been held up due to
the weather conditions. This is to say
nothing of the fact that it was almost
impossible for any passenger vehicles
to get in or out of the territory.

The situation has been bad, but it
could have become worse, and roads
could have been plugged completely for
hours or even days. How, then would
essential goods and services get to our
area — something which could become
a serious problem. Well, outside of
Route 11 leading south to Watertown
and vicinity, the only other main route
south is Route 56, which connects with
roads to Tupper Lake and points south
to Albany, or what we commonly call
"the mountain route." Although many
of these roads are also treacherous in
the wintertime, many of them are more
passable than the roads in the Water-
town-Syracuse area. However, the con-
dition of Route 56 South is so poor that
— summer or winter — it makes driv-
ing extremely dangerous. There are
parts of Route 56 South which are so
narrow that it is barely possible for
two cars to pass, and, of course, the
road is just one big trail of hills and
bad curves.

Apparently travel on this route has
always been considered insignificant
enough that no immediate plans have
been made for the alteration of the
road. However, we feel that conditions
this winter prove how vital a link that
road can be between this vast area and
other parts of the State. Surely asy
area is entitled to at least two main
routes of access, and Route 56 South
•^institutes the second for the Potsdam
vicinity. We understand that "plans"
have been thought of for improvement
of the route, but nothing definite. We
have also been told by Assemblyman
Verner Ingram that he plans to re-
quest that something be done about the
situation. We suggest that the sooner
the better. Besides being an important
lifeline for daily travel, Route 56 South
is getting more use each year by tour-
ists from the eastern part of the Slate
and New England who are coming to
the Seaway Valley. With the new
Northway soon to be completed from
Albany to Montreal, Route 56 South
should receive more-and-more atten-
tion. Let's all pull to get Route 56
South on the priority list now. We have
good cause to be concerned.

Washington, D. C.

Kilburn Claims
Tax Cut Proposal

"War Healing''
By Esther Van Wagoner Tufty

Washington — Congressman
Clarence Kilburn (R.-N.Y.)
made this statement after
President Kennedy's State of
the Union speech: "As always
the President's State of the
Union message was plausible
and well written. I could agree
with many things in it. He
talked about cutting taxes and
balancing the budget and then
in the next breath he wanted
to increase government spend-
ing for public works. The old-
time war healing politicans al-
ways advocated a cut in taxes
and an increase in spending
by the government, but I nev-
er thought I would hear that
in a State of the Union mes-
sage from a President."

A careful check by this cor-
respondent of the President's
message does not find any re-
quest for "increase govern-
ment spending for public
works."

This is what the President
said on the subject of spend-
ing:

1. "No doubt a massive in-
crease in fed-
eral spending
cou ld also
create j o b s
and growth . .
but in today's
setting, pri-
vate consum-
ers, employ-
ers, and in-
vestors should
be a full op-
p o r t u n i t y
first." (thru a
tax cut)

2. In submitting a tax pro-
gram which will, of course,
temporarily increase the defi-
cit, but can ultimately end it
. . and in recognition of the
.need to control expenditures
. . I will shortly submit a fis-
cal 1964 administrative budget
which, while allowing for
needed rises in defense, space
and fixed interest charges,
hold total expenditures for all
other purposes below this
year's level."

3. "This requires a reduc-
tion or postponment of many
desirable programs."

VIP's Seen
A joint session of the Con-

gress is about the only time
when all the VIPs can be seen
together and looking down
from the press gallery I got
the impression "that the coun-
try is in the very best of
hands" to quote a popular dit-
ty.

They have a collective solid
American look about them,
which is reassuring. A report-
er behind me said, "they look-
ed like Rotarians," but an-
other said "more like small
town bankers." Well, what's
wrong with Rotarians and
bankers? The Senators look
older. The diplomats were
dressed the way a statesman
should be. Fewer bald head3
heads were seen in the ro'vs
of Representatives, and not a
bow - tie in the chamber.
(Soapy, please note.) The Su-
perem Court justices look al-
most too solemn in their dark
robes.

Former members like to
ome to these sessions, and [

.iaw former Senators llumer
Ferguson of Michigan and H.
Alexandet Smith of New Jer-
hLy, and lormer RepixseriU-
tive Peter Garland of Maine.

THE CANDID

MIKE
By MIKE KNAPP

(The following is a reprint of last week's "Candid Mike."
Due to technical difficulties, last week's column was extremely
difficult for most to read. We hope it will prove easier on the
eyes this week.)

Just how important is the roll of the American
Press in shaping the great events taking place every
day in our world? When you pick up a copy of a
newspaper — any newspaper — what do you read
first? What do you get from the reading you do?
And how much time do you spend reading the paper?
All these questions are important — not because this
is a newspaper and I'm in the Journalism business,
but because the roll of the press today is becoming
more-and-moer an issue of conversation and debate.

The news reading habits of
most people—especially adults
— is pretty much fixed to a
daily routine. Some enjoy get-
ting up in the morning and
reading the news over coffee;
sometimes businessmen and
executives will take time out
when they arrive at the office
to read the news; still others
using public transportation fa-
cilities use their traveling time
for reading. Then there are
those who don't really get a
glance at the news until the
evening papers hit the streets..
They may read before dinner
or take time after dinner to
absorb the day's news.

In any event, millions of
people in our country still rely
on the newspaper for their
main source of day-by-day in-
formation, and now more peo-
ple than ever are reading
newspapers. There are some
who are under the impression
that news via television has
become a major source of com-
petition to newspapers. Noth-
ing could be further from the
truth. Television itself is a ma-
jor competition to newspaper
for the advertising dollar in all
areas, but news on TV today—
even though it has improved a
thousandfold over what it was
five years ago — still can not
begin to give adequate cover-
age to world, national, region-
al, or local events.

Paper Strike
This has been graphically

illustrated in the past seven
weeks by the tragic newspaper
strike in New York City. The
strike has done insurmountable
damage to the journalism in-
dustry in that great city, and
has caused a real hardship on
many industries — especially
the entertainment world, etc.
Almost all radio and television
stations in the city have in-
stituted a policy of "expanded
news coverage" during the
strike period in what, I am
sure, is a genuine attempt at
public service. However, it is
hardly adequate. Whereas
newscasts use to be five mi-
nutes every hour, now they're
seven minutes. When you con-
sider the nine major dailies
serving the metropolitan New
York area, including two o£
the best dailies in the world,
The New York . Times and
Herald-Tribune, and when you
consider t h e tremendous
amount of news covered by
these papers daily, the news-
casts are still meager. The
New York City strike is a uni-
que situation in itself, how-
ever, and one which will af-
fect the entire newspaper in-
dustry for years to come if it
lasts mueh longer.

However, getting back to my
original premise, newspapers
are still vital in most people's
lives, and there is no real sub-
stitute. Of course, I think the

effective roll of the press only
holds true where there is good,
responsible press. I am sorry
to say that in the North Coun-
try this is difficult to find —
especially on a dally basis.
And the situation with radio
and television is hopeless —
unless you are wise enough to
listen to Canadian broadcast-
ing. They are doing a reason-
ably good job of news, and it's
a rather strange thing, for
Canadian press can not begin
to compare with press here in
the States.

On the area scene, the Wa-
tertown television station,
which for many is still the
only channel they can get con-
sistantly, seems to cut down on
its news, while all other mudia
are trying to expand. Certain-
ly four minutes of area news
twice daily (with none on Sa-
turday) to cover an area of
over 250 miles is far from suf-
ficient. Now, instead of five
minutes of world and national
news and five minutes of
sports, at the eleventh hour
which was far from adequate
before, the world, national, and
sports news has been squezzed
into one five - minute period.
On the network level, things
are improving, and now CBS
has decided to try a daring
"experiment" starting next
fall with live half-hour news-
casts in the evening, instead of
the usual 15 minutes.

Public Affairs
(As long as I've taken a few

swipes at the Watertown TV
station I should add that they
have been consistant in carry-
ing almost all of the CBS Spe-
cial Events programs — which
is sometimes a difficult thing
for them, since they alternate
between CBS and ABC pro-
graming. They also deserve
praise for their airing of the
Urban Renewal Public Hear-
ing — a telecast which meant
cancelling four hours of prime
network programming on pop-
ular Monday night. It also
must have been a difficult de-
cision to carry the telecast, as
the station covers a wide area
where many people probably
weren't interested in the Wa-
tertown problem, but it was a
wise decision.)

Well, in all this "shop talk"
where doea a paper such as the
Courier and Freeman fit in ?
I have found that one of the
hardest parts of this position
is deciding "what is news and
what isn't news" and where
do you draw the line? "What
is the prime job of the weekly
paper? Last week I had the
privilege of speaking to the
Journalism Class at Potsdam
State, under tile leadership of
Tom North, public information
director at State and former
editor of the Courier.

These sharp students fired
questions at me for an hour,

State University Tuition
Plan Vitally Needed

By JAMES H. CURRIER

Last week, students and educators across the state ex-
pressed a great deal of concern over the announcement from
the Board of Trustees of the State University that a tuition
rate was about to be levied commencing with the fall se-
mester of 1963.

I personally feel that the demonstrations, petitions and
over publicized criticism from State University students is a
lot of nonsense, and that students who are participating in
them should be treated and recognized for what they are:
uninformed individuals exciting a mass of equally uninformed
individuals into a predicament for which serious disorder in
our state education system could develop.

Now, I do not pretend to be an expert on the matters of
running state departments. However, I have carefully
examined the situation surrounding the tuition business
and have formed my opinions from those sources investiga-
ted. In many instances I do not fully agree with the Stats
University board. One case in point: I feel that they should
not have levied the tuition until the fall of 1964. Many
state colleges have already accepted half of the freshmen
class, and on a basis where no tuition was stipulated. If the r
state had planned to levy the tuition fee, then they should
have done so far enough in advance so that freshmen this
fall would have been prepared to fit it into their college
budget.

However, let us not overlook the point at hand. I feel
that it is vital to the people of New York State that this tui-
tion has been imposed. Take a look at the State budget, tha
greatest part of which is for State aid to education. This
State finances the education of every one of its citizens from
the age of five years through to 25, and without more than
a nominal fee to each and every student.

Where does the money come from? In the next 10 years
there will be 13 new buildings on the State University Col-
lege at Potsdam — 13 buildings where there is only meadow-
land now. Yet where will the State get the money to build
them? Money doesn't grow on trees or come out of thin air.
The State has to raise money to pay its bills just as you and 1
have to earn money to pay the grocer or butcher. I

Where then? From you and I. We pay the way
through our tax dollar. It is our money that goes for all
State projects be it a highway or a school building. Gov.
Rockefeller wants a balanced State budget without a raise
in taxes. Yet, at the same time, the State budget calls for
more and more money to be spent. Most of it is spent on
things without any return on them. Things such as educa-
tion, which is supplied free, but not always returned to the
State.

It is imparitive, if our State University system is to
operate without the confinement of debt, that it can not over-
spend. No one wants to pay more taxes, we are already taxed
to the very hilt. Therefore, I find one solution . . . raise tha
money from the people who are going to benefit most from tha
service offered. Students are demonstrating on campuses,
writing letters and raising a stench across the State. They
cry out that they are being treated unfair and that they ara
being wronged. However, let us see who is benefiting from
the free education they are receiving.

Some say that teacher training is a public service. 1 say
it is not. A person who wants to be a teacher does so for
the same reasons as a man who wants to be a doctor or a
scientist, because that is his chosen profession and a vocation <
he loves. Yet the man who wants to be a doctor studies hard
for a decade or better at an expensive university for what
he wants. He has to work all the way, no one comes around
and hands him his education. True there are scholarships foj
doctors just as for any other type of education, but still th«
haul is long and tight on the pocketbook.

The high school students who are now raising cries
of protest and shouting that they "can't go to college now"
because of State tuition don't really mean it. There is no
such thing as not going to college because you can't afford
it. Hundreds of thousands of dollars each year are given
away with no strings attached to students who simply show
a desire to go on to higher education. They don't even have
to be smart, just show desire. Come now, I don't know a
high school student who can't show desire.

We are not going to get anyplace for nothing. If you want
something . . . work for it. The rewards are greater and
the success tastes more sweet. So let's get on the ball, back
to the studies and see how things work out. I don't believ*
that the wounds will be quite so deep.

I

Letters

Potsdam State Students Question
Gov. Rockefeller's Tuition Plan

Another Letter To Gov. Rocke-
feller:

Not more than four months
ago, Governor Rockefeller
stood on the steps of the Pots-
dam Civic Center and declared
to the students of the Clarkson
College and the State Univer-
sity College at Potsdam, that,
if re-elected, he and his party
men would work to see that
the best educational facilities
would be available for the stu-
dents of New York State, with
special mention being made of
the State University colleges,
which prepare teachers.

Well, the Governor has been
re-elected, and what do we
find that he has done for our
state colleges ? And I ask this
question of you — taxpayer,
potential college student, and
parents of these students. We
find that a tuition fee of $400
has been imposed on the stu-
dents of these colleges.

Now we have some very
simple questions to ask you,
Governor Rockefeller; Is this
your way of helping us? Do
you know the financial back-
ground of most State Univer-
sity students? Are you aware
of how many students this new
tuition could force to quit col-

and when I unraveled them at',
it came down to two main
thoughts. (1) The basic job of
a weekly newspaper is respon-
sible and accurate reporting of
news of interest to a majority
of the readers IN DEPTH. In
other words, it is possible for
a daily paper serving an area
to report spot news on a dnily
basis, and this should be done.
If the Village Board meets on

(Continued on page fl)

lege? Are you also aware of
the role State Universities
have played in the past and
the present?

In our opinion, there ar«
many private colleges and uni-
versities in this state for thosa
students who have financial
resources. The State Univer-
sity has primarily been for
those who are not so fortunate.
Can't you keep it in the role '
it was designed to play ?

This tuition was imposed
before you were even able to.
pass the full scholarship incen-
tive program. This seems to
indicate you are more inter-
ested in a balanced budget
than in whether we get an
education and the State gets
its teachers.

We have always believed
New York State to be one of
the richest and most prosper-
ous States in the Union. Then
why is it we need to charga
more tuition than many other
State Universities ? Listed be-1
low are the tuition rates of a
few State Colleges, per term.

Oregon College of Education
$41.

Education College of Wash-
ington $35.

California University of
(Berkeley) none.

Colorado State University
$70.

Florida State University
$113.

Midwestern University $50.
Governor, we believe our

State could use a great many
more teachers. Do you honest-
ly believe this tuition will ac-
complish this?

Yours truly, i
John Cardinal aad
Craig Kinball


