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March Village Election Looms
Jis Most Important In Years

As the snow of one of the worse
winters in recent years continues to
pile up and Spring seems as far away
as the end of the earth, the distant
rumblings of local politics can be
faintly heard. Actually, there's nothing
secret about the county political situ-
ation, as incumbent office-holders line
up to take turns announcing their
availability for another term. Candi-
dates for Sheriff, Welfare Commiss-
ioner, County Clerk, and Surrogate
have already been heard from. This
is the first time in years that there has
been a contest for the Sheriff position
in this neck of the woods, and it al-
ready has the earmarks of being a
beaut. Other positions are uncontested
as of now, but may not remain that
way for long.

It seems strange to see these an-
nouncements being made nearly eight
months before the primary, but it is
obviously the opinion of the candidates
that this is the time to do it. Especially
in the case of a contested office such as
sheriff, it is wise to. get an early start,
as this is a large county to cover. We
just wonder how the two sides will
find enough issues or material to sus-
tain them until September if they con-
tinue at this clip.

* • #
An election, however, which is much

closer and deserves our immediate at-
tention is the upcoming Spring village
election. At this time a Mayor and two
members of the Board of Trustees will
be elected. Already speculation is run-
ning rampant throughout the village
as to V\ ho will represent the respective
parties in this Spring's race. The Cour-
ier learned yesterday that Mayor Ted
Anderson has decided to seek another
term as head of the village. Trustee
Charles Clarridge has announced that
he will not seek reelection, while Trus-
tee William Lowe also plans to run
again. Let no one mistake that this
Spring's election is a mighty important
one. It is vital. And it would behoove
both parties to begin planning and
campaigning early.

Just why is the upcoming election so
vital? We can think of four reasons
without blinking an eyelash: (1) ur-
ban renewal; (2) village administra-
tor; (3) elm tree problem; (4) college
expansion programs. Despite what
anyone may say about the individuals
involved or about particular issues, the
present Village Board of Trustees has
been one of the most active and suc-
cessful in many years. Much of this
has been due to the determined, if at
times over forceful leadership of Mayor
Anderson. In addition to the Board of
Trustees, an effective Planning Board
has been in operation for the first time
in quite a while.

Still what about the powers of
"checks and balances"? The two-party
system has been absent from the local
government scene for several years
now, and it is the opinion of many that,
if they conduct an effective campaign,
the Democrats stand a chance for re-
presentation on the Board in at least
one Trustee position.

However, both parties will have to
work for what they get this Spring.
Now is not too early to start. To begin
with, Potsdam's voting record in vil-
lage elections in the past few years
has been disgraceful, to say the least.

This is a highly dangerous situation,
but it will only be remedied by effective
party politics. It is a known fact that
voters will get out when the race is an
exciting and meaningful one, but when
both parties sit back and wait for the
votes to fall their way, they can ex-
pect little results. The Republicans can
not afford to be apathetic. They can
not choose to rest on their record alone,
but could use those things which have
been accomplished by the present ad-
ministration to good advantage. It is
also time that the local GOP looked
for a younger candidate to run for the
one Trustee seat up for grabs. It is
not to the credit of anyone that there
is not a Board member under 40.

Meanwhile, the Democrats have two
distinct paths they may choose. One
is to pick up where they left off in last
Fall's attempt to elect Bill Healey to
Congress. Although they fell short of
their goal, as had been expected, they
put a big dent in the Kilburn armor,
and showed some new spark and life.
That life is still there, but it must be
channeled in the right direction. Here,
again, young leadership is the order
of the day. The second road is a much
more dangerous although familiar one.
It is the road of desparately trying to
come up with candidates at the last
minute at a hastily-called caucus, and
waging almost no campaign at all until
the day before the election. This has
been tried by Democrats here in the
past with little success.

* # #
At this point we ought to say some-

thing about our policy concerning the
publicizing of candidates and issues in
the forthcoming weeks. As in the past,
we will be glad to print any and all
material coming to our office concern-
ing the election, provided we find it
in good taste and of general interest
to our readers. However, we feel it
is the obligation of the parties and the
candidates to submit this material if
they are interested in transmitting
ideas to the public. Therefore, we were
criticized in many circles for giving
about twice as much publicity space to
Francis Healey than to Clarence Kil-
burn. Well, we received almost daily
releases from the Healey forces, where-
as we had all we could do to get a
single two sentence statement out of
Mr. Kilburn. This was the difference.
By the same token, we were almost
completely ignored by the Democratic
Town group in last Spring's election
until the last minute. Yet they have
accused us of showing favoritism in
our news columns to the Republicans.

Thus "the horses are approaching
the starting gate", and soon the race
will be on. It will, we trust, be a fair
and clean race, but one which smacks
of the most interesting to be seen in
these parts in some years. There are
many reasons for this. Here is just
one example. A gentleman, his wife,
and two young children, will arrive in
Potsdam next week to take up per-
manent residence here. He represents
E. J. Noble Planners from New Jersey,
and it will be his job to survey this
village — a survey which will lead to
other survies, which will eventually
lead, we hope, to an urban renewal pro-
ject — a project running into millions
— and the decision may very well rest
in the hands of the next Bo.ird.

Support "Lefty" Allen For County Sheriff
The county political scene is taking

shape early this year, and perhaps it
is just a bit too early for people to
pay much attention to elections slated
for next September. However, there is
one race in the county which will be
making news headlines from now until
that time — the battle for the office
of St. Lawrence County Sheriff. Be-
cause many things may be said before
that time from supporters of both can-
didates, we have decided to let our pre-
ference be known at this time, as we
doubt seriously that anything which
will be said could change our mind.

Most of us close to the sheriff's of-
fice will be sorry to see Sheriff Henry
Denner leave his post after serving so
faithfully for these many years. Sheriff
Denner has run his department with
order, honesty, and prudency. How-
ever, we're sure that Sheriff Denner
would be the first to agree that much
of the success of the county's Sheriff
Department is due to the work of Un-
dersheriff Ceylon "Lefty" Allen. Lefty,
as he is known to the working press,
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'Short Form Card
Made Convenient

In general, you are eligible to use the tubulating card
"Short Form" IT-200 if:

1. You were a resident of New York State for the entire
calendar year 1962.

2. Your income last year consisted only of wages, divi-
dends or interest which totalled less than $10,000 (in-
cluding the income of your husband or wife, in the
case of a married couple).

3. Your income from dividends and interest did not ex-
ceed $200.

4. You wish to claim the 10 per cent standard deduction.
5. You did not pay any estimated tax for 1962.
6. You are not claiming any income exclusion for active

duty military pay received during 1962.
In the event you received "sick pay" which qualified for

exclusion from your Federal income, or if you received income
subject to New York State tax but exempt from Federal tax,
you may not use the Short Form.

If you do not fall within the exceptions noted above, you
should use the "Short Form." You will find it simple to
complete and a great time saver.

All the "Short Form" taxpayer need do is fill in his name,
address, Social Security number, appropriate income and
exemption figures from his Federal return, the statutory
credit, and State tax withheld from New York State Tax
Withholding Statement (IT-2102). Attach that statement,
sign the card form and mail it to the New York State Dis-
trict Tax Office serving the area where you live. The Tax
Department will dc the rest.

If he owes tax of more than $1.00, the taxpayer will be
sent a bill for the correct amount. Under a new rule estab-
lished this year, a taxpayer will not be required to pay a
balance due of $1.00 or less. If he has a refund of more than
$1.00 coming as a result of over-withholding of State tax
from his wages, a check will be issued and mailed to him.

If you prefer to compute your own tax on the Short
Form return, you will find the amount of your State tax
quickly through the use of the tax table on the third and
fourth pages of the. Short Form instructions. The taxpayer
using this tax table automatically receives the benefit of the
standard deduction as well as the same exemptions he claimed
on his Federal return. As mentioned above, it is not neces-
sary to pay a balance due of $1.00 or less.

If you filed a Short Form return for 1961, you will be
mailed the necessary form and instructions for 1962, together
with a return envelope. Use of the green envelope included
in your Short Form mailing packet will identify your return
and expedite processing. If you did not receive a Form IT-200
and wish to obtain one, contact your nearest New York State
District Tax Office or the main office of the Income Tax
Bureau in Albany.

Next — Long Form Returns IT-201 and IT-208.

is running for the Sheriff's spot against
Gouverneur Supervisor Donald Peck.
Sheriff Denner has given Allen his
wholehearted support, and we echo
those sentiments.

There is nothing which can take the
place of experience. Lefty Allen will
complete his 18th year with the de-
partment in July as undersheriff. There
is probably no one in St. Lawrence
County, with the exception of Sheriff
Denner, who is more familiar with the
workings of the Sheriff's Department
than Lefty, and there are few lawmen
in the State who are held in higher re-
gard or esteem by their fellow workers.
As a career law officer Undersheriff
Allen has had long and wide police ex-
perience including criminal investiga-
tion, vehicle and traffic law enforce-
ment, civil law, and jail management
and supervision.

Lefty has conducted his duties with
firmness, authority, and understand-
ing. His hundreds of friends in the
County will attest to his honesty and
willingness to help in all situations.
He is a native of Russell, and has re-
sided in the area all his life. He has
been active in many civic and fraternal
organizations in Gouverneur, Canton,
Ogdensburg, and other communities.
With the rash of scandel and contro-
versy which has riddled many sheriff's?
departments in various parts of the
State, the St. Lawrence County Sher-
iff's Office can look upon its record
with prido. Lefty Allen has had a ma-
jor hand in establishing that record,
and deserves the support of all voters
in this county in the fall elections.

Letters . . .

College Action
Receives Protest
To the Editor:

Before the Christmas recess,
several students of the State
College in Potsdam put out a
rather mediocre and amateur-
ish literary magazine entitled
"Perspectives." In this maga-
zine, in addition to the usual
attacks on the college admin-
istration and cries against
conformity, there was a car-
toon containing in its caption
a "dirty" word and an article-
review of J. D. Salinger's
book, "Catcher in the Rye"
with a direct quotation also
containing a "dirty" word.
This novel, incidentally, is one
of the most widely taught un-
dergraduate books in the Qni-
ted States at this time. The
editor of this publication was
expelled by the stats college
administration, ostensibly on
the grounds of "vulgarity.'

As taxpayers, we all con-
tribute to the salaries of Dr.
Crumb and Dean Barrington
and so, in a situation of this
sort, have not only the right,
but the duty to protest. Noth-
ing in "Perspectives" remote-
ly approaches the filthy drivel
splashed in a dozen publica-
tions that can be bought by
six year olds in half a dozen
Potsdam locations. Yet we
protect the right of these pub-
lications to continue, and
rightly so, for press freedom
in the United States has been
and remains a most precio is
and guarded ideal. Indeed, the
Courier-Freeman and its edi-
tor have made this point sev-
eral times in the past year.

How much more impurtant
is it then that young people
be given the same rights that
we guarantee our other citi-
zens? If a student scums to
violate canons of taste, how
much better to try and show
him how and why his choice
of material is poor, to ex-
plain that literary excitement
is not necessarily dependant
on four letter words ? But to
expel a student editor, a
young man who by the fact of
his editorship shows he strives
for more in his college career
than a collection of grades,
seems a corruption of the very
ideal of a university.

Can the Governor and his
State University officials pos-
sibly expect to develop a great
science school that will com-
pete with other great schols,
as they recently suggested?
Greatness in schools involves
not only greatness in mind,
but greatness in heart, in
tolerance, in understanding.
Who of us in private education
would wish to join an organi-
zation that so clearly violates
basic elements of compassion
as well as the most important
Meals of our democratic so-
ciety?

Kim-e tho expulsion, many
efforts h:ivp been made to
moderate this excessively
harsh judgement. The Student

Mother's Praise
For Worthy Work

To the Editor:
Our children were so de-

lighted with the discovery of
a large, public skating rink
near the Lawrence Avenue
school that we felt a "thank
you" to someone was due. As
relative newcomers to Pots-
dam, it took several days of
sleuthing before we could
know where our appreciation
should be expressed. Result:
we will pay out state income
tax more willingly this year.

Several telephone calls and
casual inquiries netted the fol-
lowing:

Some funds were available
from the town and state Re-
creation Commission;

Mr. A. A. Kingston, super-
intendent of Schools, assumed
the responsibility of adminis-
tration;

Some materials were con-
tributed by the Lions Club;

Shelly Electric, Incorpora-
ted contributed the electrical
installation;

Putnam-Hawley made the
warming house available;

Mr. Lynn Wagner, Super-
intendent of Buildings and
Grounds at the school, saw to
the acl'al construction;

Mr. Peter Gilligan is main-
taining and supervising the
rink;

A schedule for hockey play-
ing and a schedule for skat-
ing completed the picture.

We thank the local people
who acted upon a local need.
As taxpayers we feel pride in
the achievement and hope it
will be enjoyed and apprecia-
ted by everyone.

Sincerely yours,
(Mrs. Luther H. Gulick, Jr.)

Government Association of
the State College voted 22 to
4 to urge the reinstatement of
the young man. A student pe-
tition bearing 500 names ask-
ed for reconsideration. When,
however, a similiar motion
was voted on by the State Col-
lege faculty and administra-
tion it was defeated decisively,
00 to 33. That students should
be more courageous, more
sensitive to ideals of demo-
cracy, and more merciful than
those teaching them is noth-
ing new. Indeed, this fact is
central to our hopes fur a bet-
ter United States and a better
world.

I urge those taxpayers who
feel as I do to protest directly
to the Governor and State
University officials. We the
people still exercise a final
authority over the bureau-
crats. These students will be
leaching our children in the
years to come. Why not show
them that we still believe in
the Jeffersonian ideals that
many of them will be trying
to explain in their nwn cla.s>:
rooms V

Yours very truly,
Hilbcrt Schcnck, Jr.

Treaty Of 1783 Ends Debate
Over Possession Of NNY Area

By DR. W. CHARLES LAHEY

The long debate over the possess ion of Northern New York was ended by
the Treaty of 1783. Although the French had claimed this region down to 1763,
they had not mapped the region accurately. Mitchell's map of North America,
the official map utilized at the Treaty of Paris 1793, did not given an accurate
picture of the area. In fact, the boundary between Northern New York and
Canada had to be adjusted later to settle the problem of jurisdiction over the
Thousand Islands.

The popular conception of
Northern New York pictured
it as a rugged and inhospit-
able wilderness. The early
maps of this area did nothing
to dispel this impression. Sau-
thier's map of 1779, compiled
from surveys ordered by the
British governor, shows only
the Oswegatehie River (inac-
curately located), Fort de la
Galette and a few Indian set-
tlements. Otherwise the North
Country appears as a barren
wilderness.

In Jeffery's "French Domin-
ions in America" it is refer-
red to as the "deer hunting
grounds of the Iroquois." A
map in Delisles "Atlas of
1785" calls it "Iroqoisia" or
the land of the Iroquois. An-
other early map labels this
Northern area as "Coughsag-
rage," or the beaver hunting
country of the Six Nations.

On this map
the following
s e n t e n ce is
written across
Northern New
Y o r k :
"Through this
tract of land,
runs a chain
of mountains,
which f r o m
L a k e Cham-

plain on one side, and the.
River St. Lawrence on the
other side, show their tops al-
ways white with snow, but
although this one unfavorable
circumstance, has hitherto
saved it from the claws of the
Harpy Land Jobbers, yet no
doubt it is as fertile as the
Land on the East side of the
Lake, and will, in future,
furnish a comfortable retreat
for many industrious fam-
ilies."

No Settlers
There were no permanent

settlers in St. Lawrence Coun-
ty until after 1792, in Frank-
lin until 1796, in Jefferson un-
til 1799, in Oswego until 1789
and in Lewis until 1794. There
was little demand for land in
this region before 1800.

Before there could be set-
tlements in the North Country
the title of the Iroquois to
this region had to be extin-
guished. This was accomplish-
ed by a series of treaties cov-
ering the years 1784-1795. In
the latter year the state pur-
chased from the Mohawks
title to their lands in .the
Northern part of the state.

In anticipation of the west-
ern surge of settlers following
the Revoluntionary War, the
state legislature passed an act
in 1784 "for the speedy sale
of the unappropriated lands
in the state." This act created
a broad of land commissioners
which was empowered "to dis-
pose of such unsold lands as
they might see proper, within
the limits of the state."

The personnel of this com-
mission consisted of the Gov-
ernor, George Clinton; the
Speaker of the Assembly; the
Secretary of State, Lewis A.
Scott; the Treasurer, George
Bancker; the Auditor, Peter
T. C.i-lenius; and the Attor-
ney General, Egbert Benson.

Policies Adopted
Certain general land policies

were adopted at the outset.
Tracts of land were to be run
in townships of 64,000 acres
as nearly square as possible.
Each township was to be sub-
divided into mile square lots
and numbered in arithmetical
progression. Every fourth
township was to be sold by
single lots. The maps, num-
bered and lotted, were to be
filed in the secretary's office
and the original in the sur-
veyor general's office.

The secretary and surveyor
general were instructed to dis-
play these maps in a con-
spicious place in their offices
and "shall permit any person
whatever, freely to inspect
sii"h maps, between the hours
of nine and twelve in the
morning, and three and six in
the afternoon in every day,
Sundays only excepted, on
paying for inspection in the
morning six-pence, and the
like in the afternoon."

Since the State government
was in need of additional re-
venues, the board of land
commissioners directed the
surveyor general to sell pub-
lic lands at public auction as
soon as possible. Certain
guide lines for the public sale
were established: "The sur-
veyor general was t» put up
as nearly as might be, onu
quarter part of the unappro-
priated and unreserved lands
in every township, in lots con-
tiguous to each other, and sell
them to the highest bidder;
reserving five UITCW cut of
every hundred for n.ads, but
not selling any land for n less
price than one shilling an

acre.
A general method of pay-

ment and settlement »-as also
stipulated. One fourth of the
purchase money was requued
as down payment, and the re-
mainder was due in HO days.
An important stipulation ac-
companying the grant of a lot
containing 640 acres was that
an actual settlement had to
be made on it within seven
years from Jan. 1,1787, other-
wise the land would revert to
the state. By further direction
of the board one lot was to be
reserved for "gospel and
schools" and another "for pro-
moting literature" in every
township.

Compare Policies
It is interesting lo compare

state land po'icy with Federal
policy of the time. This policy
authorized a svstem of survey
of the land in townships six
miles square containing 640
acres. One section of each
township was rssOTveci f'-t trio
support of the schools. The
land wus sold at public auc-
tion, half in lots not less than
640 acres and half in whole
townships. Terms of sale were
$1 per acre in cash.

On May 25, 1787 the board
of land commissioners ordered
the surveyor-general to lay

out •wo ranges of townships,
' each range containing fiva,
townships adjoining each oth-
ei, and one of the said ranges
tc be bounded on the River
St. Lawrence." On June 7,
187 the following land adver-
tisement appeared in the "Al-
bany Gazette":

Ten townships of Unappro-
priated Lands, on the south-
east side of the River St.
Lawrence, will be sold at Pub-
lic- Vendue at the Coffee Housa
h the City of New York. Tha
sale to commence on Tuesday,
the 10th of July next, u XI
o'clock in the forenoon. Maps
aie filed for an inspection in
the offices of the Secretary of
the State and Surveyor Gen-
eral.

The fourth and eighth Town-
ships, will be sold by singia
lots, the "est by Quarters of
Townships.

Such securities as are mads
leceivable by law on the sale*
of forfeited lands, will be re-
ceived in payment. The one
quarter of the Purchase Money
on the day of Sale, and th«
remainder within sbcly days
after."

Simeon DeWitt
Surveyor General

Next — Land Speculation of
the St. Lawrence.

THE CANDID

MIKE

The news reading habits of
most people—especially adults
— is pretty much tixed to a
daily routine. Some enjoy get-
ting up in Me morning and
leading the news over coffee;
sometimes businessmen and
executives will take unit1 out
when they arrive at the office
l.o read the news; still >thers
u«iug public transportation
facilities use their traveling
time for reading. Then Ihere
are those who don't really gel
i glance at the news until tho
evening papers nit the stieets.
They may read oefore dinner
or take time after Jinner to
absorb tlie day s newb

In any event, millions of
people in our co'tntrv still rely
on the newspaper for tlieir
main sourc e of day by-day in-
xormation, and now more peo-
pie than ever are reading
newspapers. There are some
who are under the imp/cbsion
that news via television has
become a major source of com-
petition to newspapers. Noth-
ing could he farther from the
truth. Ttlcvisioii i'.seli' is a ma-
jor omi,etiui.n to ne'v&paper
for the ariver'.taing doilai in
all a eas, but news on TV Lo-
d;y — even though it has im-
proved a thousumlfuk over
'vlmt it was iVe years u,ro —
F*il! can not negin to give ade-
quate L-OV rage Lu wjiid n.i-
tio.ial, regional, or loca
events.

Paper Strike
Th;s ha. been graphically

:Uuh'rated in the past seven
weeks by ''he tragic newspaper
strike in New \oik City.^The
strike nas dnne insurmount-
able damage to Uie journalism
industry in that great city, and
has caused a real hardship on
many inuiio-j.ps — especially
the •ntertainnient world, cte.
Almost all radio ami television
stations in the city have inoti-
l' teo a policy of "expanded
news coverage' durii rf Mie
jfrikc period in what, I am
sure, is a genuine attempt at
public service. However, it is
hardly adequate. Whereas
newscasts used to be five nn-
nutea every hour, now they're
seven n'inules. Wln-n you con-
sider the niiiH ma,;or dallies
;-ervin,; the meti»puiii.an New
York area including two ut
the best dailies in the world,
fbe New Vork Tiuica and
ilorald-Tribune, ind when yuu
consider the tri-nu-ndou:.
amount of news covered hy
I'iC'se papers daily, the MI'II-S-
••asts are still mcagiM. file
iVw York City strike is a
unique situation in Hsei£, how-

IV
By MIKE KNAPP

Just how important is the roll of the American
Press in shaping the great events taking place every
day in our world? When you pick up a copy of a
newspaper — any newspaper — what do you read
first? What do you get from the reading you do?
And how much time do you spend reading the paper?
All these questions are important — not because this
is a newspaper and I'm in the Journalism business,
but because the roll of the press today is becoming
more-and-more an issue of conversation, and debate.

ever, and one wnich will affect
the entire newspaper industry
for years to come if it lasts
much longer.

However, getting bacK to my
original premise newspapers
are still vital in most p;ople'»
lives, and there is no teai sub-
stitute. Of course, I think th»
elective roll of the press only
1'olds true where there ia good,
responsible press. I am sorry
to say that in lh<> North Coun-
try this is difficult to find —
especially on a daily basis.
And the situation with tadio
and television is hopeless — '
uiuess you are wise enough to
listen to Canadian broadcast-
ing. They are doing a reason-
ably good job of news, and
it's a rathe* strange thing, for
Canadian press can not begin
tc. compare wiih press herd >'n
the States.

On the area 3cene, the Wa-
'ertown television stolion,
which for many is still th*
only channel they can get con-
sistantly jenis to cut down
or its news, whiie ali other
media art tryn'ir to expand.
Certainly I'our minute! of area
news twice dailj (with none
on Saturday) to cover an aiea «
of over £60 miles is far from i
sufficient. Now, instead of
fne minutes of world and na-
tional news and five minutes
of spirts, at the eleventh hour
wjtdi was tar from adequat*
odore, the vorld, national,
rind sports news has bion
squeezed into one fi'e-mir-ut«
penod. On the network level,
things are improving, and now
CBb has decided to try a dar-
ing "experiment' starting next
fa>, with live hall-huor new-
••asla in tup evening, instead
of the usual 15 minutes.

Public Affairs

(As long as I've taken a ,
few swip«s at the Watertown
'IV statior I should add that
they have been consistant in
'•arrying almost a'l ot the CBPS
Special Kven's programs —•
n-hich is sometimes a difficult
th ng for them, since tney *d-
lurantt letweun CBS and ABC
progiaminp. They also de-
servo praise for their airing
of the Urban Renefal Public
li«ariiig — a telecast which
menl cancelling four hours of
i',i:ipe network prognuiing on
popular Monday night. It also
mjnt h'tve peen a difficult de-
cision to carry the telecast, as
tiie station covets a wide area
where ninny people probably
wei'un i in'oraited in th* Wa- \
lertown problem, but It w»» a

(Continued on page 6)
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