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Study Shows Impact Of Route 11; Favors Potsdam
(The following is the

first in n scries of articles
about the Potsdam area
that u-ill be printed by
the Courier and Freeman.
The articles we re research
studies made during the
past summer by graduate
students enrolled in a
course that was co-spon-
sored by Potsdam's Clark-
son College of Technology
and Syracuse University.
The following report,
"The Effect of Route It
on the Land Use and Set-
tlement Pattern between
Canton a n cl Potsdam,
New York," was written
by a Syracuse University
graduate student. The
purpose of this report
was to exam the effects
of a major highway on
the, region through ivhich
it passes. Soja makes six
main points that are
general results of his
study, and makes a con-
clusion. — Editor)

By EDWARD SOJA
1. A major highway,, inter-

acting with other factors,
draws functions and resi-
dences out from an urban cen-
ter to take advantage of the
open space, cheaper land and
lower taxes. This ribbon like
development tends to be dens-
er closest to the urban center
if physical and cultural fea-
tures do not interfere.

Although the population of
Potsdam has not been gmw-

iug very rapidly, the expan-
sion of residences, industry
and services beyond the ad-
ministrative limits of the vil-
lage has bpen increasing.

There is little actual deve-
lopment immediately beyond
the administrative boundary,
however, for Potsdam's un-
usually large area has result-
ed in much of the ribbon de-
velopment being within tha
village.

Travelling down Route 11
from the Racquette River, in
the center of the village, one
notices the gradual "thinning"
out nf stores and homes. Just
outside Potsdam, there is a
large poorly - drained area
where there is no development
at all for almost half a mile.
Beyond this gap, however, a
very significant residential
and commercial growth has
taken place.

Seven residences, three mo-
tels and several industries and
industrial offices have been
constructed within the past
ten years and the nucleus of
a typical highway - oriented,
personality - less, hamlet has
been formed.

The functions which exist in
this nameless hamlet at the
junction of Route 11 and the
Slab City road do not primar-
ily serve the immediately sur-
rounding area and thus can-
not be considered a true cen-
tral place. Instead, there are
motels and restaurants to
serve the large transient
population and the distribu-
ting an wholesaling offices of
Hostess Cakes, the former lo-
cation of Baldwin-Hall Elec-
trical Equipment, Credle
Farm Implements and other

establishments.
# w *

CANTON, LIKE POTS-
DAM, contains two univer-
sities and has a rather
stagnant population growth.
Yet, in contrast to Potsdam,
new development along the
highway has not been nearly
as dense. There are three new
fuel distributors and a ware-
house at the point where the
New York Central Eailroad
crosses Route 11 but no con-
centration of residences and
functions similar to the one
at the junction with the Slab
City Road has taken place.

The larger population and
greater number of indus-
tries in Potsdam and the
existence of a large cemetery
and an unsightly railroad
overpass outside of Canton
are some of the more obvious
possible reasons for the com-
parative lack of development
in the outskirts of Canton.
It in suspected, however, that
expansion into the outskirts
of both villages is not entirely
controlled by local factors.

Distance from the St. Law-
rence Seaway, for example,
may also have an important
effect, for there appears to
exist a significant "boundary"
between Potsdam and Canton
which delimits the extent of
the main influence of the in-
dustry and recreational faci-
lities of the new Seaway.

Within this boundary, more
people are employed in the in-
dustries of Massena and there
is a greater feeling of be-
longing to the Seaway Region.
The size, number and con-
dition of the motels outside
Potsdam indicates that, al-

Violating The Law:
Two Potsdam Examples

Two examples of violation of state
law are reported in today's Courier and
Freeman — two examples which point
out that the particular laws in question
are usually not enforced.

In the first case, two area school
districts have been found to be trans-
porting pupils on school vehicles to re-
leased-time religious classes in the
churches. The cases were brought to
light in a survey that followed the dis-
closure last week that the Canton Cen-
tral School District had been doing the
same thing. After a petition from a St.
Lawrence University faculty member,
the district halted its transportation to
church classes and the churches are
now responsible.

In our area, both the Madrid-Wad-
dington School System and the Colton-
Pierrepont School System are now and
have been transporting children to
church classes. The law prohibits state
financial and tax support for such ven-
tures, but many school districts
throughout the state have chosen to
violate the law continually because
there have been no objections.

These school systems are wrong, and
the two local districts should follow
the example of Canton, and Brasher
Palls just a short while ago, by aban-
doning the program of transporting
children to church classes.

This violation of the law is import-
ant, because it is a direct challenge to
all concepts in our state and federal
constitutions about church and state
relationships. In this case, the school
districts are using taxpayers' money
for a religious purpose. Such use is
strictly prohibited. Our religious in-
stitutions must have the responsibility
of providing transportation, where
needed, to the schools.

We are happy to report that the
Potsdam Central, the Norwood-Norfolk

Central, the St. Lawrence Central, and
the Parishville-Hopkinton Central dis-
tricts are obeying the law.

# # #
The second case is quite different,

and involves once again the church-
state issue. In this case, the state law
may be unjust. As reported in today's
paper, the law prohibits the sale of
most items on Sundays, and then re-
stricts the allowed sales to certain
hours.

The Village of Potsdam has warned
local businessmen that they may be
violating the law. Following the letter
of the law strictly, there are many vio-
lations here and throughout the state.
Most items sold in drugstores on Sun-
days are illegal; most items sold in
grocery stores on Sundays are illegal.

This law — based on the religious
requirement for a day of rest — ac-
tually violates certain religious faiths
who do not have Sunday as their day of
rest. In America, Sunday is not the
only Sabbath. For this reason, the
law seems unfair.

If the village intends to enforce this
law strictly, it will have to rope off
certain sections of drug and grocery
stores and restrict hours of business as
is done in other sections of our country.
We hope the village is aware of the
consequences of such action. If the
law is now to be enforced, there should
be specific warnings to all violators
prior to enforcement, and once action is '
taken it should be carried out with
fairness.

• • •
We agree with one of the above dis-

cussed laws, and disagree with the
other. The important thing is that both
are laws and should be enforced — not
violated. If we find reason to oppose
one of the laws we must work for
legislative change.

What Other Editors Are Saying
EAYBURN & SNELL
Ogdensburg Journal

Nov. 17, 1961
We often heard the late

Congressman Bertrand H.
Snell of Potsdam talk about
Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives Sam Rayburn
who died Nov. 16 from can-
cer at V!) at his home in Bun-
ham, Texas. Sam Rayburn
served in the House frnm
March 4, 1913 until his death.
He was Speaker longer than
any man in U.S. history, hav-
ing been first elected in 1H40
to serve nut the term of
Speaker William Bankhead
who had died in office. He
served continuously with the
exception of lf)47 - 48 and
1963-54 when the Republicans
were in control of Congress
when he was Minority Leader.
Mr. Snell went to Congress in
1915 and served until he re-
tired in 1030.

All the time he was in Con-
gress, Sam Rayburnwas there
also. Mr. Snell was chairman
of the Rules Committee under
Presidents Harding, Coolidge
and Hoover, was one of the
triumvirate who ruled C»n-
gress, was later Minoi ity
Leader, would have been
Speaker if hf had not retired.

Although Sam Rayhurn was
"Mr. Democrat" and Mr.
Snell wa« "Mr. Republican,"
both intensely loyal party
men, they were close friends
and had great admiration and
respect for the other's judge-

ment, integrity and character.
We have often heard Mr. Snell
tell of his long association
with Sam Rayhurn, their
many political battles, but
through it all their deep ad-
miration and regard for each
other.

It was Sam Rayburn who
decided that the Seaway lock
at Massena should be named
the Bertrand H. Snell Lock.
Mr. Snell had been out of Con-
gress since 1939 when he re-
tired to go into the gas and
natural gas producing busi-
ness in Kansas, and a lot of
new men had come along in
the nearly 20 years he had
been nut of public life. A lot
of these men wanted their
name nn that lock. The west-
ern lock was named the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Lock
after the President who had
signed the Seaway bill. The
original suggestion that the
other lock, called up to that
time the Grasse River Lock,
be named after Congressman
Bertrand H. Snell was made
in this column nf this news-
paper by the writer of this
editorial. We sent copies of
that editorial tn President
Eisenhower and all the Con-
gressional leaders with a let-
ter as to why we thought it
should he so named after our
distinguished former Con-
gressman Bert Snell. Congress
split down the middle on who
to name the lock after. The

White House was unable to
get an agreement. Then Sam
Rayburn stepped in and said
that the lock should be named
after his old and dear friend
Bert Snell, the man who made
the first speech ever heard in
the halls of Congress in favor
of the Seaway, and the man
who introduced the first Sea-
way bill in 1917, and the man
who had served the district
where the Seaway was located
with honor and distinction for
a quarter of a century. That
was it. The lock was named
the Bertrand H. Snell St.
Lawrence Seaway Lock and
it will perpetuate his name
through all time.

Bert Snell's Potsdam office
was above the Courier-Free-
man office in Potsdam, a
newspaper he owned for many
years before he sold it to us
in 1939. His walls were lined
with autographed pictures of
the great of the 25 years in
which he was such a com-
manding figure in public life.
There were pictures of him
with Presidents and Cabinet
Members, Congressional and
world leaders. We remember
one fine picture of Sam Kay-
burn, Democrat to the core.
Speaker and leader of his
party and his country inscrib-
ed "To Bert Snell with Af-
fectionate Regard from His
Friend of Many Years — Sam
Rayburn."

though Massena is in the
heart of the rapidly expand-
ing tourist country along the
St. Lawrence, Potsdam may be
a "gateway" to this region.

* * *
2. A MAJOR HIGHWAY

acts as a magnet, drawing to
it residences and functions
from the surrounding region.
Functions are siphoned off
from the older hamlets locat-
ed along the secondary roads
which branch off from the
main highway, thereby de-
stroying much of their char-
acter and rendering them little
else but dormitory communi-
ties for the nearby centers.
The effect of this attraction
can be seen most clearly
where the highway bypasses
the main section of a village
or large hamlet.

There is a strong tendency
for commercial and residential
establishments to be concen-
trated along Route 11. There
has been a great increase in
this tendency during the past
15 years. No new building
has been constructed off the
highway in this time and
several of the older ones have
been abandoned. The second-
ary roads have suffered with
the increase in mobility. There
are more "trains", so to speak,
but they are running almost
entirely along the "express"
tracks, i.e. the major high-
ways.

North of Route 11 are two
communities, Slab City and
West Potsdam, which are
among the oldest settlements
in the county. Both are lo-
cated on fairly good secondary
roads but are not on the main
highways leading to Potsdam
or Canton. Consequently, the
effects of location along sec-
ondary as opposed to primary
roads can be examined. Al-
though almost all the homes
in the two hamlets are in fair
to good condition, the func-
tions previously located in
Slab City and West Potsdam
have been siphoned off either
to the main highways or to
Potsdam. As a result, the
crossroads, which had former-
ly been the point where most
of the functions had been
concentrated, are now the site
of abandoned stores and the
most deteriorated buildings.
In contrast to the highway-
oriented hamlet, the cross-
roads in the older hamlets are
the centers of deterioration.
Functions are few if they
exist at all.

• • *
THE EFFECT OF A major

highway on the smaller vil-
lages of the county cannot be
seen very clearly along this
section of Route 11. Else-
where in the county, however,
there are several examples of
villages which have been ra-
dically changed by a highway.

Raymondville, located about
10 miles north of Potsdam
along Route 66, is a town with
a dual personality. On the
west bank of the Racquette
Eiver is the nucleus of the
old town which grew along
the toll road which formerly
ran through the area. When
Eoute 56 was constructed and
improved, functions and resi-
dences began to shift across
the bridge to the new road.
Today, the west bank is a de-
solate ghost town while just

BUSY ROUTE 11 APPROACHING POTSDAM

across the river is a thriving
community. With its scenic
view of the river and accessi-
bility to Massena, Raymond-
ville has become the site of a
high income housing develop-
ment primarily for the per-
sonnel of the new industries
located along the Seaway.

Just south of Raymondville
is Norfolk, another settlement
which has experienced a simi-
lar fate. The old center of
town still is dominant for it
had been supported by a large
paper and pulp mill and did
not have to depend much upon
transient trade. Nevertheless,
when the mill closed down
three years ago the old town
began to show widespread
signs of decay. This decay has
spread quite rapidly in the
old town and many functions
have been abandoned. The sec-
tion across the bridge and
along the main highway has
not felt the detrimental ef-
fects as severely and appears
to be prospering.

* * *
3. RESIDENTS AND

FUNCTIONS will often de-
velop along a major highway
near the boundary between
the boundaries of two larger
urban centers. The scale of
this development will be re-
lated to the size of the urban
centers and their '"drawing"'7
power at this boundary.

According to central place
theory, one would expect to
find new centers growing a-
long the periphery of the serv-
ice areas of larger central
places. At this point the fric-
tion of distance is at a maxi-
mum and there is a greater
tendency for a new center to
develop to provide central
services for the surrounding
area. The influence of trans-
portation facilities, i.e. whe-
ther the new center will form
along a major highway, along
a secondary road or in a more
isolated area, can provide an
excellent topic for further in-
vestigation. An examination
of the situation between Can-
ton and Potsdam may provide
some useful comparative in-
formation.

.No large settlement has
ever existed near the mid-
point of Route 11 between
Canton and Potsdam, for the
distance between the two vil-
lages is too short to permit
another regional center to de-
velop. In recent years, how-
ever, a small population clus-
ter has grown at Eben Cor-

-LETTERS —

Compliments,
Complaint

To The Editor:
Compliment—
I have just read youd edi-

torial on the "D. A. R. vs. Uni-
cef Cards" and would like to
congratulate you for such a
fine rebuttal of the recent
D. A. R. statement involving
the UNICEF Christmas Card
Program. Your editorial needs
no further enumeration, but
what you said needed saying....
and well-said too!

I am sure that I speak fnr
many in Potsdam when I say
that we will miss your weekly
commentary on current
events. I hope you will return
to us in the very near future
because I feel this community
needs your stimulating,
thought-provoking editorials.
Thank you.

Complaint—
After finishing your editor-

ials, I glanced across the page
to "Front Row Center" and
your comments concerning the
deluge of information which
local organizations wish plac-
ed on front page center. While
I can readily understand your
predicament, I see this as a
blessing in disguise.

Most local organizations
would be very fortunate in-
deed to have publicity â L-m.-i
who were interested enough
to see that their worth-while
projects received public no-
tice. Our community, itself,
is very furtunnte indeed to
have organizations which are
willing to devote much time
in making this community the
vital place thtit it is. I might
add that the "COURIER and
FREEMAN" is indeed fortun-
ate to be in such demand as a
reliable media which reaches

out to the majority of Pots-
dam residents.

David R. Garner
Tack Hannawa Road
Potsdam, N.Y.
Dec. 4, 1961

Compliments
To The Editor:

For weeks now we have
been reading Bill Jones'
"Front Row Center" and en-
joying it. The column is ex-
tremely well written and out-
standing in its vigorous stand
for the writer's ideals and be-
liefs. Front Row Center does
iot flinch or waver one iota;
it does not exaggerate the
truth, nor . istort reality, the
writer has a sense of the
changing times and value and
rt'iis a present-day America
in the throes of nuclear an-
nihilation. Bill Jones writes
Ihriugh the clear eyes of a
newsp .per man; the goings on
locally, vividly, absorbingly
.m ' with the highest degree
of readability. Warm, friend-
ly, down to earth, Bill Jones
reaches the reading mood of

iy member uf the family.

And we for one (and so
many many others) want him
to continue his column, as a
free limn, for a "ee press,
and a free pi1 ,*1L' it i.pre-
.sents much of our tn—n id
li, s.

P. H. We also enjoy the ar-
ticles of Sue Jones, the other
half of Bill Jones.

Suzanne B. Natowitz
W/t Elm St.
Nov. 21, 1961

ners Four new homes have
been constructed and' three
trailers have been settled at
this crossroads within the
past five years. Most of the
residents work in Potsdam but
some are also full or part-
time farmers.

The "glue" which holds
this settlement together is
White's General Store, a
clean, prosperous and well-
stocked establishment selling
gasoline, groceries and sport-
ing goods. A general store
has existed' at this location
for many years but had never
fared as well as White's. The
present owner, who has re-
cently added the sporting
goods wing, reports that al-
though much of his business
is done with transients the
majority of his trade (esti-
mated at 60 percent) is car-
ried on with the farmers and'
other residents in the sur-
rounding area. If the size and
variety of the stock is any
indication, this store must be
functionally very significant
to the surrounding region.
Another general store is lo-
cated nearby but it is much
smaller and does much less
business.

4. THE RAILROAD CEAS-
ED to be a magnet for set-
tlement as soon as the auto-
mobile established itself as a
major means of transporta-
tion. Many of the functions of
the old railroad hamlets shift-
ed to the highways and today
only small distributing centers
with virtually no permanent
population exist along the
railroad at a distance from the
main urban centers.

Eben Corners is essentially
an offshoot of the old settle-
ment of Eben, located along
the New York Central Rail-
road about one mile off the
highway. Although Eben has
never contained very many
permanent residents, it was a
thriving community at the
turn of the century. The New
York Central made regular
passenger and freight stops
at the Eben Depot and two
large milk factories, employ-
ing over 150 people, processed
the milk produced by the
farmers in the surrounding
area. A general store, a feed
store, and a coal distributor
were also located in this little
settlement. Today, allt hat re-
mains of Eben's past "glory"
are the feed store and tha
coal distributor. The railroad
depot and one of the milk
factories have been torn down,
while the other milk factory
has been converted into a bulk
gas distributor. The general
store has been abandoned and,
within the past few years, the
last permanent resident has
left (although there still are
a few farmsteads in the vi-
cinity). The railroad stops ir-
regularly to supply the feed
store and the coal and gas
distributors.

What are some of the pos-
sible reasons for the deca-
dence of Eben? The primary
one has been the autompbile
for with its increased use and
the development of a dense
highway network the import-
ance of the railroad decreased.
Functions began to shift
away from Eben and towards
Route 11. The growth of
Eben was, in a sense, nipped
in the bud. The final blow
came with the closing of the
milk factories as a result of
the shift in emphasis toward
fluid milk for the urban mar-
ket. Eben now exists only as
a small distributing center
for animal feed, coal and na-
tural gas and is not likely to
experience a significant in-
crease in importance in the
future.

* • •

!>. IT CAN BE SAID,
without merely elucidating
the obvious, that a major
highway stimulates the
growth of numerous traffic
oriented industries such as
motels, soft drink stands and
filling stations.

The distribution of functions
along Route 11 is not unusual.
Where the railroad crosses
Route 11 and at Eben there
is a concentration of bulk
distributing and storage es-
tablishments. Location here
ii closely influenced by ac-
cessibility to both raw ma-
terials and market. Some have

The only general stores
(shown in blue in Figure 1)
located along the highway are
at Eben Corners. Here, the
distance from both Potsdam
and Canton is enough to per-
mit the existence of general
stores to serve the surround-
ing aare. No general stores
exist close to the village for
these areas are served by the
villages themselves.

Motels and tourist facilities
are scattered along the high-
way, but there is a concen-
tration of the largest and
newest motels around the
junction of Route 11 with
Slab City Road, just outside
of Potsdam. This, as previous-
ly mentioned, can be explained
by the larger size of Potsdam
and its proximity to the St.
Lawrence Seaway. Also locat-
ed at this junction is a con-
centration of new wholesaling
and distributing offices.

Outside both Canton and
Potsdam are large restaur-
ants which have served the
entire region as important
country dining establishments
for many years.

The only establishment
which may appear, at first,
'to be somewhat anomalous is
a large furniture store locat-
ed a short distance from Eben
Corners. A store of this kind,
however, may not need to be
located close to the populated
centers for the ease of tra-
velling and the heavy highway
traffic provide an. adequate
market.

* » »
6. AWARENESS OF THE

large transient population is
a most significant effect of

the highway on the inhabi-
tants of the region it passes
through.

Route 11 has had a notico.
able effect on the economy of
the farmers living along its
course. The area through
which the highway passes is
not particulary good farm
land and, as is frequently th»
case throughout the county,
the farmers sell such items a$
honey or maple syrup to sup-
plement their income. Th«
heavy traffic along the high-
way provides the farmer with
additional opportunities. Se-
veral of the farm houses ad-
vertise vacancies for tourists
and one of the farmers ha»
constructed a new motel ad-
jacent to his farmstead. Tht
new motel has now becom*
his major source of income.

• * *

Conclusion
This article has attempted

to present some general state,
ments concerning the effect of
a highway on the region
through which it passes. Al-
though it may be misleading
to derive generalizations from
such a restricted sample, it is
felt that such generic princi-
ples can be valuable reference
points for comparative or
more quantitative studies.
With mobility increasing,
highways are having a greater
effect than they have ever
had. It is important, therefore,
that the role of highways ia
affecting the patterns of land
use and industrial and resi-
dential location be studied
more comprehensively from
both the descriptive and th»
quantitative points of view.

Front Row
Center

"Life is a theatre la
which the worst people
often have the best seats."

—Aristonyntus

By BILL JONES, Editor

The Same Old Army
Syracuse — I was here Monday night to attend

a regular meeting of my U. S. Army Reserve unit,
and during the discussion with several Reserve en-
listed men and officers we started to talk about tha
recent call-up of many Reservists, and the subse-
quent storm of controversy created.

It seems that a number of the men called back
to active service are issuing gripes and complaints
to everyone from Congressmen to newspaper re-
porters. They say they aren't happy.

So 'Our first reaction was,
what's new?"

The armed forces have tra-
ditionally been centers for all
sorts of gripe movements. It's
a military axiom that a happy
soldier is one who complains,
complains, complains — all
the time. One day the food,
next day the sergeant, another
day a pass cancelled.

In the recent cases, how-
ever, the gripes have received
a great deal of "publicity", or
should I say "public rela-
tions"? One is almost led to
believe that a professional at-
tempt to undermine the mili-
tary morale is underway.

* • *
FORTUNATELY, PRESI-

DENT Kennedy, at his press
conference last week, put a
damper on some of the com-
plaining. In no uncertain
terms, he stated that these
men called back to active duty
were of tremendous service to
their country, and that the
added' strength these men
have given us may have help-
ed to temper the Soviet
Union's demands on Berlin.

He was indirectly hitting
back at some Congressmen
and many newspaper editors
who have preferred to think
that the call-up was un-neces-
sary. Some of these Congress-
men issued detailed state-
ments about the shortcomings
of certain training camps at
which Reservists and National
Guard personnel were pnsted.

The Defense Department
admitted certain shortcomings
at first, but stated that they
were routine — they could be
expected after an army camp
has been closed for several
years.

* * *
WE AGREED IN Syracuse

that these Reservists and their
Congressmen, plus a lot of
editors, were not doing their

country any service by plot-
ting to create an inaccurate
picture when the nation is in
preliminary stages of nego-
tiation on Berlin. For on*
thing, many people in both
the Guard and the Reserves
are there because they volun-
teered. They know at all times
that a crisis may develop and
that they may be called.

They have a job to do —
an important one on tht
nation's line of defense —
front row, center.
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