
Questions & Answers - Where Does Welfare $$ Go?
(The first of three articles

on welfare follows.—Editor)
By BILL JONES

A Potsdam medical doctor
spoke out last week with some
questions ahnut welfare that
many people have been grumb-
ling about in private. In addi-
tion, he made some points which
will make some people uncom-
fortable.

Dr. Richard J. Howell, 38 Le-
roy St., in an interview with
the Courier and Freeman, ask-
td, "Where does the welfare
money go?" He then proceeded
to explain that from the evi-

dciu'e he has witnessed in wel-
fare patients he handles, the
welfare money is not being
spent properly for enough food,
clothing, and cleanliness.

His main point was that peo-
ple on welfare seem to be so
happy and content with all the
service the taxpayers give them
that they have no incentive to
be removed from the welfare
rolls. "Where we think we are
helping them," said the doctor,
'we are helping to destroy
them."

Filthy Homes
He also called for wide public

health inspections to clean up
what he described as filthy
homes of welfare recipients. He
said patients of his on welfare
do not spend enough of their
money on food and cleanliness.

Dr. Howell asked, in addition,
why doctors are specifically
penalized by the welfare laws.
He pointed out that doctors
perform services for welfare
patients, and are paid at less
than full rates. He said thati
the grocery stores and other
businessmen aren't paid for
only part of their services.

He stated that the welfare

problem, of course, wasn't only
a Postdam problem — but na-
tiu,,./ide. He expressed admira-
tion for the attempt by the City
of Newburgh to crack down >n
welfare abuse.

He cited examples of patients
who come to him. Dr. Howell
said he asks them, "Got a job
yet?" They say, "No, I'm look-
ing — but I don't really mind
being on welfare... .it's not so
bad."

Old American Spirit?
Dr Howell asked, "What has

happened? It wasn't long ago
that a social stig'ma was at-
tached to being on welfare.
Now it's not frowned upon."

"Where is the old spirit of
standing on your own two feet,"
he continued, "of being your
own boss. Now it's just the op-
posite."

He mentioned several cases
where welfare patients deman-
ded certain services without the
need for such services. He also
said that patients on welfare
come into his office and say,
"Now we're on welfare, we'll

get all the things done we
cuuldn't before."

Ward of the State
Many people( he said, save

enough to be self-sufficient.
"'.Vhy should they be penaliz-
ed?"

"I can't feel sorry for these
people," he said. "They haven't
earned welfare support — very
few get there because of true
misfortune. With welfare, there
is no incentive to save."

Next week — specific pro-
prosals for correcting wel-
fare abuse.

Welfare Cost Can't Be Blamed On

Finley Alone; Employment Factor
By JAMES H. CURRIER

Canton — Commissioner of Welfare Lee P. Finley
opened county welfare records to the Courier and
Freeman last week in an attempt to bring before the
public eye a more accurate version of welfare than has
been previously presented.

Finley told this reporter in a
irivuta interview that the rea-
;on his enemies exploit tho wel-
"are situation is because they
hi not agree or believe in his
iliilusnphy and policy fur run-
ing the welfare department.
Finley went nn to discribe his

policy with these words: "I

Weather
Today: windy

with c l o u d y
skys and scat-
t e r e d s n o w
flurries. Friday
overcast s k y s
w i t h possible
snow, colder.
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Dec. 15 Is Set
By Village For
Hearing On VA

Villigae Board of Trustees
here voted Monday night to
conduct a public hearing to dis-
cuss the new village admini-
uttator proposal. The heading
Will be held Friday Dec. 15, at
7:30 p.m. in the Potsdam Civic
Center.

The Village Administrator
plan was recently proposed by
Trustee Felix Shelly and has
gained momentum over the past
few weeks to the extent that
the board is now ready to hear
public opinion on the plan.

If at 'the hearing no serious
complaints are brought up
against the plan, then the board
has the right to adopt a local
law establishing the post. There
will be no vote by the. public to
accept or reject the plan.

A village administrator will
generally oversee all village
business and will be responsible
only to the Board of Trustees.
He will also assume the duties
of Village Clerk Treasurer, a
post now held by Mrs. Mary
Moriarity.

Will Step Down
It is expected that Mrs. Mo-

riarity will voluntarily step
down (to the role of deputy vil-
lage clerk-treasurer. She was
appointed last April for a term
of two years.

A legal action for damages to
the tune of $76,000 has been
K'ought against the Village of
Potsdam by Stanley Page as a
result of alleged abuse by Vil-
lage Police when he was arrest-
td for public intoxication in
September.

It seems that Page was halt-
ed at a roadblock on Market
»treet during a routine check
of cars. Police state that Page
created a commotion at the
roadblock and was arrested for
public intoxication.

It is reported that Page re-
fused to be arrested and was
fc .bly taken to police head-
quarters.

Page charges that he was
beaten and treated roughly by
the arresting officers. He states

that a bruise was made on his
wrists where handcuffs were
placed and that he required a
doctors examination of the
bruise.

Page is sueing for $50,000
for defamation of character,
$25,000 for past present and
future pain, and slightly over
$1,000 for expenses. He is re-
presented by attorney Charles
Campbell, Potsdam.

The Village Board voted to
reject his claim.

It was also brought out at
the board meeting that Anten-
na Systems Corporation has
stated they will begin signing
up customers again in Potsdam
next week.

Antenna Systems stated that
the delay in service was
brought about because of a dis-
ute with the Bell Telephone

Company over work the com-
pany did for Antenna Systems.

The dispute is expected to be
settled this week and service
will begin shortly.

Village Tree Warden Roland
Cornish is removing four more
trees from Potsdam streets, by
order of the board. He is cut-
ting two trees on Clinton
street., one on Francis street,
and one on Mechanic street.

It was also disclosed that Ni-
agara-Mohawk Power Company
plans to remove 10 or 12 dead
Elm trees from Market street
in the near future.

Gas Hearing Starts
Albany—(AP)— Eliminating

Ogdensburg from the northern
New York area the St. Law-
rence Gas Company proposes to
serve could cut St. Lawrence's
income by more than $100,000
in three years, an engineer
maintains.

George Carpenter, a consult-
ing engineer, testified Tuesday
at a Public Service Commission
hearing on competing petitions
by St. Lawrence and Niagara
Mohawk Power Corporation to
supply natural gas in the area,
including Potsdam.

Blue Laws Are
Ignored Here,
Stores Warned

Potsdam Village Board of
Trustees made an informal an-
nouncement this week that, ac-
cording to state penal law,
stores remaining open on Sun-
day are allowed to sell only
certain items as prescribed by
law.

The action was taken after
Mayor George Anderson had re-
ceived notice that a telephone
:omplaint was made at the Vil-
lage Clerk's office to the effect
that a few retail stores in Pots-
dam were remaining open for
regular business on Sundays.

No formal complaint against
any one store has been made
but the Mayor issued a general
warning to all stores before
taking any direct action.

According to Penal Law,
section 2147, Public traffic on
Sunday, "All manner of public
selling or offering for sale of
any propei-ty upon Sunday is
prohibited except as follows:

"1) Food may be sold before
10 a.m.

"2) Meals to be eaten on
premises may be sold at any
time during the day.

"3) Caterers may serve meals
at any time during the day.

"4) Prepared tobacco, bread,
milk, eggs, ice, soda water,
fruit, flowers, confectioneries,
souveniers, newspapers, maga-
zines, gasoline, oil, tires, ceme-
tery monuments, drugs, medi-
cine, and surgical instruments
may be sold at any time during
the day.

"5) Grocers, delicatessian
dealers and bakeries may sell
cooked and prepared food's be-
tween 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

"6) Beer may be sold between
3 p.m. and 1 a.m." (The ABC
laws overule this item and per-
mit alcoholic beverages to be
sold after 1 p.m. on Sunday in-
stead of 3 p.m.)

If enforced the "blue laws'1
would undoubtedly force many
local stores to close Sundays or
curb the selling of items not
listed above.

LEGION GIVES DINNESR
Heuvelton — The St. Law-

rence County Department of the
American Legion is giving a
Christmas dinner for the el-
derly residents of St. Joseph's
Home and the United Helpers
Home to be held at the Homes.

That Time Of Year...

SANTA AT GRANTS — Children gathered at the W. T.
Grant's Store last week to ask Santa for their "favorite
wish." Melnie Richacl, 5, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard
Richael, Hopkinton Road, asks for a horse. Tom Logan, 6,

seated, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ross Logan, Potsdam-Burnhams
Corner Road, asks Santa for a buffalo set. Brother Tim, 3,
had no comment.

—Photo by Bill Jones

Board Approves Counsel For Fountain

Hockey Games On Radio
The Clarkson-Harvard and Clarkson-R.P.I. hockey games

will be broadcast directly from location this week over radio
station CJSS, Cornwall. This station is located at 1220 on
the AM dial and 104.4 on the PM dial, and the games will be
carried on both AM and FM. Loren Edwards, director of
development at Clarkson, announced today that the Harvard
game will be broadcast live from Harvard's Arena in Cam-
bridge, Mass, beginning at 8:30 tonight. The R.P.I. game
from the R.P.I. Field House in Troy will also be carried
beginning at 8:30 p.m. Con Elliott, popular local radio per-
sonality and one of the1' top collegiate hockey sportscasters
in the nation, will handle the play-by-play for the games.

In a special, un-announced meeting of the Town of Potsdan1

Board last Thursday, the Board members approved by a 5-
vote a request by Highway Superintendent Seth A. Fountain
to allow him to hire legal counsel at the taxpayers' expense.^^l'jnstanee'in'a family of four
The board meets again today at 1 p.m. for a regular meeting.

don't believe in kicking a man
when he is down, Just because
a family has a run of hard luck
it is no aign that they should
be treated like animals."

He stated, "The greatest ma-
jority of the people on Welfare
do not want to be on it any-

ure than the taxpayers want
ihem on welfare. But they have
to come to us for help when
they have no other means of
surviving."

Large Unemployment
According to the commission-

er the major reason for the up-
iwing in welfare costs is be-
cause of the critical unemploy-
ment situation in this county.
He claims that when unemploy-
ment insurance runs out there
are two alternatives for those
people starve, or go on welfare.

According to figures at the
welfare 'offices the number of
people on the records has not

n considerably over the past
seven years. In 1954 there were
2,084 cases; in 19IS1 there are
2,092 cases.

During the years when this
part of the country enjoyed a
booining period of economy the
figures dropped. When the eco-
nomic situation became worse,
the number of people on wel-
fare increased.

The difference in cost for
caring for welfare recipients is
due to the fact that today en-
tire families are on welfare.
Bigger families with many
more dependent children.

Dependent Children
Aid to Dependent Children

compused the largest number
of welfare figures. In the coun-
ty there are 5,703 people n
welfare; of this figure 3,250 are
dependent children. The remain-
der are adults on old age, aid
to the disabled and family wel-
fare or home relief.

A question and answer ses-
sion with the commissioner
produced these facts:

Q. How much is allowed
the welfare recipient for such
items as food, shelter, cloth-
ing and fuel?
A. "The amount budgeted
..ies from case to case. It de-

pends upon the number of peo-
ple in a family, children, ages
of children, and sometimes tho
hysical condition of the reci-

pients."
"We use a standard scale ap-

proved by the state in deter-
mining a budget for each case.

Fountain claimed he might
need legal help in case two re-
cently dismissed highway em-
ployees take legal action against
Fountain or the Town to fight
their dismissals. Glen E. Wayne,
Jr., West Potsdam road, and
Paul Bonno, Slab City, were
fired without notice on Nov. 20.
Both were department veterans.

Since that date, only Bonno

Clarkson Hockeymen In 'Game Of Year' At Harvard Tonight
By MIKE KNAPP

Cambridge, Mass. — This is
the week which counts for the
undefeated hockeymen of Clark-
son College. The rampaging
Golden Knights, with a record
•f 5-0, will meet powerful Har-
vard here tonight and then
take on Tri-Gtate League rival
R.P.I. Saturday in Troy.

The Harvard-Clarkson con-
test is being billed by all the
•xperts as "the game of the
•easpn", despite the fact that
it comes so early in the ice
year. The Crimson skaters were
ranked as the top squad in thu
East by a U of coaches at the
beginning of the season, while
R. P. I. and Clarkson followed
right behind in that order. This
week all three squads will have
a chance tjo show their stuff.

The pucksters of Coach Len
Ceglarski, tormer Boston Col-
lege ice star, have had things
pretty much their own way up
to now. They have run rough-
ihod over almost all opposition
at the Clarkson Arena to chalk
-p five wins without a loss. The
scoring figures are most as-
tounding.

52 Goals
The Green and Gold of Pots-

dam have tallied 52 goals in
tl five contests, which is in
a- .'rage of over 10 goals per
gan •. Last wi'i'Kcnd tho
Knights continued their dama-
ging ways with an 8-0 win over
Yale and a 17-1 drubbing of

CLARKSON FLASHY LINE—These three
Clarkson players have been sparkplugs on
the Golden Knights undefeated hockey team.

They are left to right: Frank Schmclcr,
Arnie Lawlor, and Paul Lapointe.

—Photo by Miki Knipp

Loyola College of Montreal.
Despite all this, Coach Ce-

glarski says that he will leave
his opinions until after the two
gamjs this week. Although it
is an undeniable fact that
• 'larkson has power to spare
and a stingy defense, the com
petition it has met thus far
could not match up to what is
ahead for the Green and Gold.

Yale, according to Ceglarski,!
will have a fine team before the
season is over, but the Ivy Lea-
,. .s were playing their first
intercollegiate encounter when
.hey met Clarkson. Loyola is in
th cess of rebuilding. The
Clarkson sextet has also defeat-
ed powerful Michigan State
(3-0) j Laval University (11-2)
and the Ottawa Glebes (13-0).

Ceglarski expects that his
entire squad will be ready for
tonight's battle at Harvard.
Junior goalie Wayne Gibbons
should be ready for action in
the nets-he's seen little in tin
p t si weeks. Clarkson1!
ilrfensive units of seniors Jack
*.. raves and Joe Legari and jun
i Pat Brophy and Barry
Wagner will again be prepared

to act as a tight wall against
the strong Harvard and R. P. I.

nes.
Equal Units

On offense, the affable Tech
ice mentor will alternate his
three hard-skating and almost
equal units. Right now the alert
sophomore line of Corby Adams,
Brian Wilkinson and Roger
Purdie lead the pack in scoring.
Adams has seven goals to his
credit as well as the same num-
ber of assists for 14 points.
Purdie and Wilkinson each have
luur goals and nine assists for
13 points.

Two junior units also have
produced well for the undefeat-
ed Clarkson sextet. The Arnie
Lawlor, Frank Schmeler, Paul
Lapointe line has bee tough on
both defense and offense, while
the unit of Hal Pettersen, Bert
Halliwell, and John Naismith
have been called on at times for
special duty in critical situa
tions for the Knights. This unit
was very tough in the hard-
fought Michigan State battle.

In Harvard Clarkson will be
meeting a powerhouse loadwl
with more talent than they
know what to do with. Some 4'
candidates turned out at the be
inning of the season for Har

vard and these included vete
ns from last year's varsity

team which had a fine 18-4-2
mark, skaters from the Jayvee
U .i, which had a 12-3-1 mark,
and hopefuls from tha frost

squad, which compiled a 15-2-1
season. Among 13 returning
'ttermen for the Crimson will

be all-East goalie Bob Bland
and Defenseman Harry Howell.

Harvard Coach Cooney Wei-
land also boasts three very
strong lines which include a
smattering of newcomers and
many veterans. One of the new-
comers is a highly touted Ca-
nadian Gene Kisnasewich, who
is said to be one of the best
skaters ever to play for a Har-
vard team. Harvard defeated
E..wilwin of Maine in the open-
ing contest 6-1.

SHOPPING
WEEKS LEFT

USE CHRISTMAS SEALS
AND HELP FIGHT TB!

has received official notification
of his removal. He received a
letter dated Dec. 1, firing him
effective Nov. 21, sent by Foun-
tain,

Supei'visor Francis Healey
was the only member of the
board to vote against the reso-
lution offered by Justice of the
Peace George Dailey. Healey
contended that if Fountain was
so sure he had done nothing
wrong, he couldn't see justifica-
tion for spending town funds.
Fountain has since retained
Potsdam attorney Roger Dan-
iels.

Board members, at the meet-
ing, were in general agreement
that Fountain had taken his
action in the wrong way. They
suggested that the two men be
re-hired, with a warning, but
Fountain said, "No."

Meanwhile, a hearing has
been set for Bnnno on Dec. l
;it 10 a. m., in the Civic Center.
Fountain will conduct the hear-
ing after discovering that since
Bonno is a veteran, a written
explanation of dismissal and a
hearing are required, if re-
quested.

Healey said, "He went about
this in a wrong way—if there
was some trouble the men
should have had a warning. It
would have been a more manly
way to handle such a situation."
Fountain maintained that the
men were inefficient, and point-
ed out that he has complete au-
thority to hire and fire.

In other action, the board
approved the plowing and sand-
ing contracts for the winter. To-
day's meeting is expected tn be
quite lively, with the Fountain
dispute again up for debate.

RUTLAND MAY FOLD
Rutland, Vt. —(AP) — The

"TKonnel manager of the Rut
nd Railway says the line's
csident, William I. Ginsberg

ihms to apply for federal per
mission to abandon the strike
idled line. Ginsberg could noi
be reached for comment.

two adults and two children,
about $70 might be allowed for
tood per month. This figure
would be slightly higher if tl --
children were over three years
old or it the wuman was preg-
nant."

"Money allowed for clothing
also depends on the casi situa-
tion. Infant children are not j i-
lowed as much as children in
school. Older children are al-
lowed slightly inure thim
youngsters. It depends on thu
fu...lly and its needs."

As for rent n.mey, that ton
depends on the case. We can't,
ask a family of seven or jigl't

live in a four room hout ,
and we don't expect a faivily
of four to live in a seven room
house. Shelter is adapted to tlip
m 'I and size uf the family on
welfare.''

Fuel is another item
which varies. We provide an in-
crease in budget for nine
inunths per year to buy furl,
ilow much we allow would
again depend upon the house to
be heated and the size of the
family. We don't allow as much
tu heat a four room house us
we would to heat a <ix ro mi
house."

"All allowances are computed
wording tu a scale. Thh scale
provided and recoinmem' d

by the state."
Q. Why are doctors and

dentists paid less for their
services than they niirinully
charm'? Thr i|in-siicin has
been raised that the grocer
and butcher get paid the same
prices as they c!narjt<- to all
customers. Why then are doc-

(Continued on Page 22)
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