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If We'd Rather 'Be’,
We Must Insure A Future

Bill Mauldin, editorial cartoonist for
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, hag drawn
one of the most striking pen-and-ink
pictures of the bitter debates now con-
fusing the United States of America
over nuclear testing and civil defense.

The cartoon he drew shows two
cowardly men, quivering as they st‘:‘u}d
holding signs. One sign reads: ‘T'd
rather be RED.” The other reads:
rather be DEAD.” Between the two
men rides a little boy on a tricycle, also
carrying a sign: “I'd rather be.” ,

We are all like that little boy, we'd
ike simply, “to be.”
hkMeanv%l‘ﬁle we listen to the c}ivided
opinion about us ol the negessny for
fall-out shelters and what kind shopl'd
be constructed; on the value of myll
defense:; on nuclear testing and how in-
human the atmospheric tests are.

We suffer because of an unbelievable
lack of guidance on these matters from
our own governments — federal, state,
county, township, village.

What evidence of action we do ob-
serve is sporadic and inconsistent.

B *

On the question of United States
needs for nuclear testing, we see no
real debate, and we congratulate the
president of St. Lawrence University,
Dr. Bugene Bewkes, for his public
statement last week which says that
nuclear ban petitioners might be of
more service if they backed the Ken-
nedy Administration (Dr. Bewkes did
not vote for President Kennedy). Other
prominent educators should be offering
the leadership which Dr. Bewkes has
displayed.

The people who would have us agree
to unilateral banning of nuclear tests
— with no guarantees from the Soviet
bloc — are unaware of practical inter-
national politics. We would be com-
mitting suicide, giving up, quitting —
if we decided never to test nuclear wea-
pons again. Of course all humanity
cries out against the use of these
deathly instruments of destruction, but
we would be inviting total destruction
if we would ever allow our superior
nuclear power to become inferior to
that of the Soviet Union.

Any appeal against nuclear testing
must be presented to all of the great
powers, and that is what the United
States has done consistently in the
‘United Nations and in Soviet-American
talks. Our appeals, however, were ig-
nored by the Soviets, until their recent

series of tests were completed. Now —
they say — they are ready for a ban.
Now that they have polluted the earth
and insulted human decency they indi-
cate a desire to agree on a ban,

The United States may or may not be
able to agree to such a ban at this time.
If the Kennedy administration decides
that we need atmospheric testing to
secure a power balance with the Soviets,
then we must test. And if that day
comes, we must support our govern-
ment. The government does not want
to test, but it may have to in the in-
terest of our national security.

* * *

The duestion of civil defense hits
each one of us at the home level. Fin-
ally, a shift is developing away from
the each-man-®r-himself thinking to
the community bomb shelter system.
The latter is a more intelligent way to
solve a community problem,

President Kennedy, according to re-
ports last weekend, has decided that
large shelters for large numbers of peo-
ple are more reasonable than one-family
shelters with shotguns to keep out the
neighbors. We hope that the President
will begin to outline some national
planning and guidance in this matter.

On the state level, Gov. Rockefeller
and the Legislature have approved a
large sum of money for shelters in
schools. We think this is a logieal
method of starting community civilian
defense, and we congratulate the citi-
zens of the local Madrid - Waddington
Central School District for being the
pioneer district in the entire state in
building a shelter in the new M-W Cen-
tral School. Critics declare that use of
state funds for shelters is a “waste.”
We remind these citizens that the shel-
ters may be used for other purposes
during normal school operations.

On the local level, our firemen are
taking radiological training, we have a
civil defense and auxiliary police, but
little else. We urge the Town and Vil-
lage of Potsdam Boards to initiate ac-
tion without delay to establish some
basic civil defense organization which
will cooperate with the county, state
and national agencies to help make us
aware of what is expected of us in the
event of a national crisis.

We do not have to be either “red” or
“dead”, and we must begin to assume
the responsibility for helping to guide
our future decisions by insuring a
future.

The DAR Vs.

The Daughters of the American Re-
volution have made & completely ir-
responsible attack on the United Na-
tions Childrens Fund, because of the
UNICEF Christmas cards.

“The National Defender,” a magazine
published by the national organization's
headquarters in Washington, D. C,, has
printed this statement:

“This plan to associate the United
Nations with Christmas and have it re-
place the religious aspect of Christmas
is helieved to be part of a broader Com-
munist plan to destroy all religious be-
liefs and customs so that one day we
shall awaken to find that December 25
is being celebrated as a One World
Peace Festival instead of the birthday
of Christ.”

DAR members have been urged not
to buy the UNICEF cards. One leader,
Mrs. May N. Gaskill of Barnegat, N. J.,
has said that the cards had no real
bearing on the meaning of Christmas.

For the DAR's information, UNICEF
has developed one of the most creative
and truly spiritual series of Christmas
cards in existence, The United Nations
has not published these cards in an at-
tempt to destroy Christmas, but rather
in an attempt to make Christmas more
meaningful in the middle of current
world crises. Christmas is not only a
United States holiday (the DAR should
be reminded), it is celebrated through-
out the world.

To accuse UNICEF of perpetrating a
Communist fraud by establishment of
the Chijldrens Fund cards is malicoius
and unworthy of the DAR. Such foolish

UNICEF Cards

charges have been made before by iso-
lationist and right-wing groups in
America, but have always been proved
false.

UNICEF Christmas cards were ori-
ginally inspired by a “thank you”
drawing from g little girl who had been
helped by the Children Fund. Designed
and contributed by some of the world's
leading artists, they are international
cards -— sold in more than 90 countries.
Proceeds from the sale of only one hox
($1.25) can provide vital vaccine to
protect 50 children against tubercu-
losis; five boxes can supply a daily
glass of milk to 42 children#for a month,

Art work for the UNICEF Christmas
cards is chosen because of artistic
merit, not politics. The greeting cards
do not place special emphasis on any
one religion and convey sincere spiri-
tual meaning for all people.

Probably the most absurd statement
by the DAR national magazine con-
cerned the celebration of December 25.
We believe that most Christians would
agree that Jesus Christ would be
honored if his birthday, December 25,
could also be celebrated as a “One
World Peace Festival.”

As a United Nations official said last
week: “How could the spirit of Christ-
mas better be translated into reality
and actign than by helping children all
over the world?”’ ‘

If any Potsdam area residents are
interested, the address for UNICEF
cards is: U. S. Committee for UNICEF,
Greeting Cards, P.O. Box 22 — Church
St. Station, New York 8, N. Y.

The Case Of General Walker

Major General Edwin A. Walker re-
signed from the U.S. Army recently.
He quit because his conscience dictated
such action. He had earlier been ad-
monished by the Army because of the
political nature of some of the indoc-
trination tactics he used on troops
under his command.

Evidence gathered by the Army and
other interested parties indicated that
General Walker was telling his troops
who to vote for “back home,” and that
the U.S.A. needed more conservative
and “loyal” leadership. He was accused
of being a member of the John Birch
Society, but the accusation has not been
substantiated. In general, there has
been a great deal of misunderstanding
about the incident.

Fortunately, there should be no
sound reason for these misunderstand-
ings in the future, after statements last
Thursday by former President Dwight
D. Eisenhower,

Bisenhower made statements similar
to those already made by former Pre-
sident Harry S. Truman and President
John F, Kennedy. He urged officers of

the armed forces to shun partisan po-
litical activities, He said it was a “bad
practice — very bad”, for an officer
to express opinions on political matters.

The precendent in American history
is clear: separation in a democracy of
the military and civilian political gov-
ernment is important. Under the cir-
cumstances, General Walker received a
small punishment for the disservice he
did to this country.

The General's past record is good,
and we have no reason to doubt his
sincere loyalty to the United States.
But, as former President Eisenhower
said last Thursday:

“I don’t think the United States
needs super-patriots . . . we need pa-
triotism, honestly practiced by all of us,
and we don't need these people that
are more patriotic than you or anybody
else.”

General Walked has become associat-
ed with the super-patriot groups in the
United States, along with their deceit-
ful campaigns to destroy our country
from within. This association has been

. his greatest error.

1 Mustn't Get Involved—--YOU Go In
T And Reason With Him"
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A Kick In The Pants:
The Latest ‘Great Wall’

(This is the third article
by Richard Clark of Nor-
wood, son of Mr, and Mrs.
Hubert Clark. He is now in
Pensacola, Fla, at officer
training school in the U. 8.
Navy. During the summer
he visited Germany and the
Scandinavian countries.

Editor)
By RICHARD CLARK
Berlin — Germany is un-

doubtedly the most important
point of conflict between the
Communists and the West,
Political and military maneu-
vers in Berlin are plastered
over the front page of every
newspaper, day after day. How
do the Germans view the
threat? A difficult question
to answer, because I feel their
attitudes have changed almost
dramatically since the first of
the Summer.

Genrsn cities, toward the
end of World War 2, were
bombed by the Allies until, in
some cases, they were 95 per-
cent leveled. After two tries
in 30 years, the German people
were more than sick of war
and everything that comes
with it. They were defeated in
body and spirit, and were fac~
ed with the task of trying to
build a home out of a rubble
heap. Their intense hatred of
Russia and communism was
dulled by the work in front
of them.

The war generation with-
drew almost completely. They
didn’t worry about defense, be-
cause that was in the hands
of the occupying forces, What
self-governing power they
possessed, they placed in the
hands of Conrad Adenauer and
his  conservative Christian
Democratic party. They were
sick of an ultra-liberalism that
could eventually lead to fana-
ticism and a Hitler. All they
wanted was to be left alone.
All they could see was a Fath-
erland of twisted steel and
bodies which had to be remold-
ed into a home.

So they went to work. For
16 years they’ve worked, until
today West Germany is our
strongest ally, economically
and morally. As one student
friend used to tell me, “Ger-
many is but a colony of the
United States.”

* Ok ]

DURING THAT 16 years
they were too busy at home
to pay much attention to what
was going on in the rest of
the world. The country was
divided between the Commun-
ist and the free world, but
that didn’t matter much. They
could still travel back and
forth when they wanted to visit
friends or relatives. In fact I
think the people adopted a
“What will be, will be” atti-
tude that is very un-German,

War threat? Herr Fischer,
a former nazi officer, put it
this way:’

“We're too small now to put
up any resistance. The next
one will be all America and
Russia. If there’s war we’ll be
oceupied. When it's over, we'll
clean up and go on living. It's
as simple ag that.”

And the same seemed to be
true in East Germany, A girl
I knew in Sandhopen visited
her parents in East Berlin the
latter part of July. When she
returned, 1 naturally asked
what it was like over there.

HOh, it's about the same as
it is here,” she said. “The
people don’t seem as happy,
but they have their homes and
businesses there, and they hate
to leave. A lot have left, but
nothing compared to the num-
bers that remain.”

Then I asxd it the East

-

Germans liked the Conimun-
ists,

“Oh, no!” she stated flatly.
“They hate the Vopos and the
rest of them. It's funny, but
I bet 90 percent of the East
Germans are pro-West.

* k%

GERMANY WAS SETTLED
into a political complacency
that could come only from two
tragic defeats in a half gen-
tury. They hated the commun-
ists, but they wouldn’t move
because they had a home and
a business. Political domina-~
tion mattered little if it meant
the sacrifice of these two
Iuxuries. The guns were rat-
tling right within their bor-
ders, but Herr Fischer could
say, “If there’s war, we'll he
occupied, It's as simple as
that.”

But it's NOT as simple as
that, Herr Fischer, Germany's
been out of the race for a
while, but, like a fish out of
water, she can’t stay there
long.

I first noticed the change
in the students I knew. One
night we were discussing
Kennedy's election, and Klaus,
a close friend of mine, said,
“It is good he was chosen. He
is young and vigorous. Eisen-
hower was too old, just like
Adenauer is now.”

These were people who were
too young to remember much
about the war; people who
study newspapers and current
events like a Bible., In short,
they're Germans who haven'’t
had their feet in the mud, but
who now have their hands in
politics. And their influence
has been felt.

Old reliable Adenauer, for
the first time, stood a chance
of losing an election, As it
turned out, he didn’t, but his
Christian Democrats lost their
absolute majority and had to

seek help from the opposite
wing.
LI I

BUT THEIR GRADUAL
swing to the left was, and is,
tion. As the Berlin situation
not just a result of student ac-
tensed during the Summer
months, other segments of the
population, especially those
families which were divided
by the iron curtain, leaned to-
ward the vigorous, fire-breath-
ing Willy Brandt.

Then the axe fell I ex-
perienced personally the tra-
gedy of the closing of the
Eastern Sector by the East
German Communists. I entered
a Gasthaus in Sandpofen one
evening and found Regina, the
girl who had just visited her
parents in East Germany, sit-
ting at one of the tables. It
was obvious she had been cry-
ing. When I sat down she
looked at me, or seemingly
past me, and said, “Meine
Mutter war gestorben.” Four
simple words, “My mother has
died,” but they illustrated with
nauseating clearness the com-
plex tragedy of a divided
Germany. Her mother was
dead, her elderly father alone,
and she could do nothing, And

s0 it was throughout the
country.
The border closing also

served as a kick in the pants.
The Germans were being told
what to do, they were being
stepped on. In Berlin, rocks
and curses were thrown at the
thing that contained them.
Throughout the country, sup-
port swung to Brandt, who
would be more vigorous, more
stern with the Reds.

Germany is emerging from
her post war vacuum. We will
hear more, much more, from
her in the future, and, thank
God, thix time she's on our
side.

By BILL JONES, Editor

Front Row
Center

“Life is a theatre in
which the worst people
often have the best seats.”

~—Aristonymus

Window On Main Street

Robert Young's new television show, “Window
on Main Street”, was devoted Monday night to the
weekly Courier-News of Young's fictional home-
town. While not in exact parallel to the activities
here at the Courier and Freeman, Young’s television
episodes had a mark of realism.

There were several amusing events. The most
normal situation was the steady stream of publicity
agents for the various organizations in the com-
munity — each demanding a “box” on page one,
Can you imagine what a mess that page would look
like with a hundred bold-face boxes???

Another situation, which does not exist at most
newspapers (but one which some people like to think
exists), was developed when a man threatened to
pull out an ad from the newspaper if a certain news
story was run. The advertiser was told to pull out

the ad. He didn’t.

Newspapers  cannot  be
bought, and news space cannot
be purchased because of adver-
tising. I, for one, think that
legitimate news of business
and industry deserves news
coverage because it is mnews,
not because of the advertising.
Yet — it is amazing to hear
the people who approach news-
papers and offer to take an
ad if they get free “news”
space. If they approached the
newspaper with enough confi-
dence in what they are doing
as concrete news, then they
wouldn’t have such a foolish
attitude,

An amusing incident that
the show portrayed was a
Chamber of Commerce dinner,
thrown in honor of the editor
— who mnever showed up!
{Sounds like one of Potsdam’s
leading citizens who doesn’t
show up at important affairs.)

The editor, by the way, was
in the library book stacks try-
ing to find the answer to a
letter from one of the town’s
youngsters.

* ok K

WE WERE FORTUNATE
enough to see another tele-
vision show — “WCBS-TV
Views The Press,” on WCBS-
TV, New York City, last Sun-
day. CBS Newsman Charles
Collingwood is the commenta-
tor for this regular series on
the New York station. The
weekly 15-minute show is the
only program of serious press
criticism that exists,

Collingwood had two main
points last Sunday, one of
which refers to the above es-
capades of TV star Robert
Young. He objected to some
newspaper and magazine ad-
vertizing which too closely
resembles news copy, and he
objected to the increasing
numbers of public relations
experts who are manipulating
the press.

The latter objection, I think,
applies somewhat to the prob-
lem mentioned on Young’s TV
show about the great numbers
of publicity - hungry agents
who swarm into newspaper
offices,

LI

organizations have made
mistake in paying for publicity
agents to get copy in the
newspapers, They fail to rea-
lize that they could do just
as well for their causes by
sending regular meeting re-

—LETTERS —

Governor Favors Testing

To the Editor:

The issue of resumed nu-
clear testing by the United
States continues to press for
clear natiomal decision, I find
myself inereasingly concerned
by the possibility of a signi-
ficant shift in power in favor
of the Soviet Union unless we
realistically face the facts,

As I have recently said in
some detail, our essential pow-
er to defend ourselves —- and
freedom itself — hag depended
and will continue to depend
critically on nuclear weapons.
The shield for the whole free
world is a nuclear power of
America that can survive any
attack, retaliate upon any ag-
gressor and equip us to defend
freedom under local attack
anywhere in the world.

The strength of this shield
has been called into question
by the Soviet Union's recent
series of nuclear tests — pro-
ducing still unknown and un-
measured advances in Soviet
nuclear technology.

I know of no way by which
we can remain confident of
our nuclear power without
further nuclear testing.

This testing needs to be
undertaken for six vital ob-
jeetives:

One — To develop lighter
warheads for more mobile re-
taliatory weapons, safer from
attack,

Two — To develop anti-
miss'e missiles and to mea-
sure the better the vulnera-
bility of our own retaliatory
weapons to any Soviet de-

fenses,
Three — To improve our tacti-
cal weapons.

Four — To develop new and
more felxible weapons — and
to insure against any enemy
enjoying a monopoly of any
such discoveries.

Five = To improve control
devices guarding against error
or misealeulation in handling
of atomic weapons.

Six — To develop a fool-
proof system of detection —
which does not exist today.

This last point seems to me
a erucial question, for the in-
adequacy of present-day de-
tection devices seems to cast a
shadow upon all schemes of
test bans,

It has been assuring that the
Administration has so firmly
rejected any possibility of an-
other uninspected moratorium
on nuclear tests as prejudicing
the national security .

I wish there were more as-
surance that serious attention
is being given to the inade-
quacy of t{oday’'s detection
methods, which must be per-
fected to make any test ban
consistent with national se-
curity.

I also feel grave concern
over the fact that it is esti-
mated that the installation of
the proposed inspection system
would, itself, require some
three years,

In view of the Soviet record
of duplicity in the past and
its uge of the period of the
recent test ban negotiationa to
prepare new testing, ix there

(%3

any reason to assume that the
Soviet Union would not do
precisely the same thing again
—while we stand still for an-
other three years?

Is there not real danger, in
short, of a test ban being ex-
ploited by the Soviet Union to
achieve all the opportunities
for cheating that could be de-
rived from an uninspected
moratorium ?

These seem to me questions
of the most urgent moment to
our national security.

They clearly indicate to me Bh

that to sign any test ban ~ at
this time — could place in
jeojardy both our national
safety and the defense of
freedom throughout the world,
Nelson A. Rockefeller,
Governor of New York
Albany, N.Y.
Nov, 14, 1961

CHRISTMAS GIFT

Give the gift of good hedlth
this Christmas. Contribute to
Christmas Seals and use the
Seals on letters and packages.

FIGHT T8
WITH CHRISTMAS SEALS

ports to newspapers, with per.
sonal contact by organization
lenders, Even publicly elected
boards and governments
throughout the nation have
hired public relations help,
The latter is extremely dane
gerous,

The main benefit of publis v
relations help for organiza.
tions is that “bad” news, or
“unwanted” news goes unre-
ported. In many cases, when
the news is discovered, cen
sorship is attempted. These
factors are not dangerous in
a small woman’s organization
or club, but build up to great
potential dangers when asso-
ciated with government.

There is another side to this
story, and one which should
put the nation’s newspapers to
shame. The main reason why
S0 many organizations and
why governments have
thought it necessary to hire*
publicity help is because the
newspapers have been doing a
terrible job of covering events
and news. Meetings were not
covered by the press (a re-
sponsibility of the press, by
the way, in a democratic so-
ciety), and so the agency or
board or government involved
hired publicity counsel to
write news releases — which
are usually printed without
question — and which often
neglect t6 report on certain
activities and events,

We hope that American
journalism is beginning a new
era of development, and that
the trend will turn away from
public relations releases inthe '
press. Newspapers should do
their own coverage of news
and events,

If, however, the press fails
to accept its responsibilities,
we can expect even more ine
vasion of the news columns,
front row, center,

He guideth me in the paths-
I .THINK THAT a lot of of righteousness for his

2 name’s sake.—(Psalms 23:3),,

He has given us eyes to sea, , '

ears to hear. He has placed in |
us all the powers and facul-
ties that we need in order to:
meet life happily and suc-
cessfully, :
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