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Kennedy Speaks Out
Against The Lunatic Right

ZJkanks (giving, Men and
Vfcctive 1

The nation's lunatic fringe an the far
right came under a scorching attack
last weekend by President John F. Ken-
nedy. Fividcnily Kennedy and his ad-
visers arc a bit more -worried than some
observers who dismiss such organiza-
tions as the John Birch Society and
the "Minutcmcn" as harmless.

We agree with the President that
these organizations are engaged in a
wicked and deceitful campaign to de-
stroy our country, and we are fortunate
that the President has the courage to
help lead the nation in recognizing the
fact that these ultra-conservatives wish
to escape responsibility by, "finding a
simple solution, an appealing slogan or
a convenient scapegoat."

No intelligent American questions
the danger from the far-left, the evil
of communism which would destroy
every element of freedom and demo-
cratic government. But, on the other
hand, we must not destroy those ele-
ments of freedom and democratic gov-
ernment, which we cherish by launching
witch-hunts and equating the Demo-
cratic Party with socialism and social-
isni with communism — as the ultra-
conservatives do.

There are intelligent methods of
destroying communism, and we must
recognize that the real danger to Ame-
rica is from the Soviet Union and Com-
munist China. Our danger is not the
Democratic Party, Chief Justice Earl
Warren, Presidents Eisenhower, Ken-
nedy and Truman, the UN, foreign aid,
flouridated water, or integration — as
the lunatic rightists would have us
believe.

* # #
Fortunately, some other leaders are

also beginning to speak out against the
dtager of Birch-type thinking. The

Roman Catholic bishops of the United
States voted last week to sharply cri-
ticize "and - Communist extremists."
The bishops said the far-right organi-
zations were diverting attention from
critical gains of communism in Africa,
Asia, and Latin America. They said
the Birchers were "unwittingly aiding
the Communist cause by dividing and
confusing Americans."

In addition, the Reform Jewish move-
ment and the Protestant and Eastern
Orthodox National Council of Churches
issued similar statements.

# # #
It is time fqr more of our religious,

economic, political and social leaders
to wage a fight for decency, freedom,
and democracy by convincing our fellow
citizens that the Birch-type method of
thinking will never destroy commun-
ism, but only ruin our nation. Many
well-meaning people have been misled
by the far-right campaign of hate and
terror.

In the end, the new fanaticism — if
not halted soon — may destroy the
Republican Party in America. Serious
observers are now admitting that Rich-
ard M. Nixon considers the Birch con-
servatives of California a great danger
to the GOP. If the conservative move-
ment gathers more steam, it will attract
only conservative Republicans and
Southern Democrats to its fold, thu3
splitting the GOP hopelessly. The
Democrats have proved that they can
win without their bigoted Southern
brethren.

There is a iocalth of time left to stop
the insidious movement from the far-
right before it destroys our ability to
meet the more urgent challenge from
the far-left.

The compassion of the
American people for their
fellow men in need, whe-
ther at home or abroad,
is nowhere more clearly
expressed than in the
sennces performed by our
great religious faiths
through their world-wide,
year-around programs of
assistance to those in need
abroad.

Not only are these great
ministries of mercy an
expression of a basic
Americanism; they also
give witness to the Bibli-
cal answer to Gain's "Am
I my brother's keeper?"

And because their mo-
tivation finds parallel in
the religious teachings of
almost all peoples, these
programs achieve an ac-
ceptance among indivi-
duals — particularly the
impoverished, hungry and
homeless to whom they
minister — that is well
nigh impossible to govern-
mental or other imper-
sonal efforts.

It is eminently fitting
that each of the religious
faiths — independently
but in common purposes
— chooses our national
Thanksgiving Season to

emphasise its ministry to
the suffering abroad, by
which it carries into
everyday action the Spirit
of Thanksgiving we in
America express on one
Thursday in every No-
vember.

At this time, in Protest-
ant churches throughout
the United States, there is
being launched the 1961-
62 appeal for the Share
Our Surplus program car-
ried on for the churches
by Church World Service
to finance free distribu-
tion of U. 8. Government-
donated food supplies to

millions of those in need
overseas.

I n Catholic churches,
there is being made the
Catholic Bishops' Thanks-
giving Clothing Collection
—an appeal for wearable
used clothing, shoes, bed-
ding supplies, etc. for
similar distribution.

Concurrently the Unit-
ed Jewish Appeal, as the
instrument of the Ameri-
can Jewish community, is
asking funds to help Jew-
ish men, women and chil-
dren in need throughout
the world, including new
immigrants to Israel and

Jews in distress In other,
countries.

In each of there efforts,
our people—each through
his own faith — has op-
portunity to give evidence
of his gratitude to God for,
the blessings we in Ame»
rica enjoy. ,

Each by his response-^
in the measure of tha
measure of the thanks-
giving that is in his heart
— will put his gratitude
into action that will make
millions of others thank-
ful

Administrator Government
Only five village residents (and one

newspaper reporter) were at last
night's meeting of the Village Board of
Trustees when the Trustees began dis-
cussion of a Village Administrator plan
for Potsdam. It is rather distressing to
view such apathy, especially when the
Board's ultimate action will greatly
change government of the village.

After an hour of questions and dis-
cussion, the Board of Trustees decided
wisely to move ahead on the Village
Administrator plan as quickly as pos-
sible. A public hearing will be set up
at the next regular meeting, Dec. 4.
After the public hearing, the Board
may enact an Administrator govern-
ment without a vote by village resi-
dents.

Some people may believe that this

new and efficient form of government
is being forced upon them. This is
simply not true. What is evident after
last night's show of apathy is that most
village residents either do not care or
are in favor of the change.

The Courier and Freeman supports
the Board of Trustees in moving as
quickly as possible to bring the Ad-
ministrator form of government to
Potsdam, but we urge our readers who
may not be as enthusiastic to make
their opinions known. There are op-
portunities left to speak out before the
new system is approved. Albany RepOYtl

If the Board approves a new govern- ' *
ment, however, apathetic citizens will
then have no right to criticize the
action. State Conservation

Quiet As A Mouse
Saturday, Nov. 11, believe it or not,

was Veteran's Day throughout the
United States (and parts of Europe).
On that day, the President paused to
honor those who died in World Wars
that we might remain free peoples.
Many communities paused, too, but not
Potsdam.

The only evidences of the memorial
holiday here were 11) a parade by

Clarkson College ROTC students on
Friday afternoon, (2) the post office
closing, and (3) television broadcasts
of President Kennedy's address from
Washington.

With two veterans' organizations in
the village (VFW, American Legion),
we would hopo that appropriate cele-
brations could be arranged for future
years.

- L E T T E R S -
Compliment From A Visitor

(The following k'tt.er, sent
to Dcsin of .Students F. Gor-
don Lindsey of Clarkson
College, is printed here be-
cause of its complimentary
references to the entire com-
munity. — Editor)

Dear Dean Lindsey
Mrs. Hogenauer anil I want

you to know that we appreci-
ate the courtesies that have
been extendad to us by Clail;-
son and the whole community
of Potsdam on our two visits.

It is very heartening tu pa-
rents to find the collide, the
churches, and the community
as a whole, doing so much in"
the undergraduates. We have
had three other childit.n g"
to college and we knu'.v lhat
the situation at Clarlisun is
unusual and the exception. U'u
also know that thin cuniliticm
is accomplished only through
the cooperative effort of you
and your associates and the
community.

Thank you again fur your
fine work.

Howard J
Pawling, N. Y.
Oct. 21 1061

Putsdam Hockey Assn.
Please forwaul four or five

copies of the Oct. 26th issue,
as I would like to forward
them to the other divisions
here, in America, and over-
seas—and especially one for
John R. Taylor (M.P.) as hi3
physical fitness bill has pass-
ed f"« House of Commons and
the Se>.-<te and will be in op-
eration this year.

Kind regards and may I say
that Mike Knapp writes a
very pleasing style. Not ev-
eryone in journalism can write
a column.
J. J. Kinsella, Commissioner

International Silver
Stick Hockey

Ottawa, Canada.
Nov. 3, 1961

Likes Knapp
To The Editor:

Thanks for the excellent
column (by Mike Knapp) in
the Courier & Freeman (Oct.
2ft). I reci'ivcrl a copy from
Arnold Fiske, secretary of the

Education TV
To The Editor:

I wonder how many parents
are taking advantage of the
fact that you can see on tele-
vi ion some of the in-school,
Diluculiiimtl programs that
your young people are view-
ing.

Many of the schools in your
district are subscribing to the
programs offered by the St.
Lawrence Valley Educational
TV Council through the faci-
lities of WCNY-TV, Channel
7, Carthagc-Watertown.

The Council, a non-profit,
educational organization, is
responsible for the broadcast-

ing of ten hours of programs
per week in such fields as
Science for Kindergarten

'through the sixth grade, Ju-
nior High Science, Children's
Literature, and Social Studies.

More than thirteen thou-
sand students in fifty schools
in the counties of Jefferson,
St. Lawrence, Lewis, Oswego,
and Wayne will view pro-
grams during the school year.
These students will have the
advantage of seeing outstan-
ding programs which will en-
rich the learning process.

Discover whicn programs
your children are viewing and
view with them in the privacy
of your home.

Richard A. Jones
Director, St. Lawrence

Educational TV Council
Watertown, N. Y.
Nov. 17, 1961

Appreciation
To The Editor:

I want to thank you very
much for your courtesy. We
are looking forward to play-
ing in Potsdam again in the
near future.

Thank you again for your
help.

Omar K. Lerman
Assoc. Managing Director

Phoenix Theatre
New York City
Nov. 10, 1961

Because New York State
has such a diversity of natu-
ral resources and there are
so many activities and ser-
vices for their protection and
management, the Conserva-
tion Department has a wider
variety of functions than any
other executive department.

The impact of a fast grow-
ing population upon our na-
tural resources means that
conservation must keep mo-
ving ahead on many fronts.
One evidence of this is the
fact that nearly, ten per cent
of all the laws enacted by the
Legislature deal with conser-
vation and related matters.

As more people, with more
leisure time at their disposal,
use State parks, the space arid
facilities available to indivi-
duals for outdoor recreation
diminishes. Increased and
shifting population also has
placed new demands on our
natural resources — particu-
larly water.

To cope with these impor-
tant problems Governor Rocke-
feller appointed the first pro-
fessional conservationist to
head the Department of Con-
servation, Commissioner H. G.
Wilm. He immediately esta-
blished an effective admini-
strative structure under which
it has been possible to plan
and develop programs to fit
the growing needs of the
State. '

Take for an example the
park aquisition program. The
spcltacular population in-
crease, a general rise in per-
sonal income, improvement in
automotive transportation and
highway construction, and in-
creasing awareness of the be-
nefits of relaxing in the out-
doors — all these factors have
produced a great responsibili-
ty in providing adequate pub-
lic outdoor recreation for the
State's citizens and the thoj-
sands of tourists who visit the
Empire State every year. The
key to these recreational fa-
cilities is land appropriate for
development because suitable
land is disappearing at an
alarming rate.

The situation was crucial
when Governor Rockefeller
caue into office. He immedia-
tely directed that a uomnre-
hensive survey be made to
measure tho needs of the fu-
ture in terms of lands for

parks; for hunting and " 'i-
ing; for camping and hiking;
for boating and for winter
sports. The report proposed a
bond issue of $75 million to
finance the acquisition of vi-
tally needed lands and access
rights not only by the Stata
but by counties, towns and
cities. The bond fund proposal
was overwhelmingly approved
in both the Senate and fhe
Assembly. At the polls in No-
vember 1960, the voters udop-
ted the bond issue by better
than a 3 to 1 margin.

THE PROUltAM WAS put
into operation immediately.
A progress report on purchase
agreements shows these ac-
complishments :

Land for State Parks —
thi. 1,426 acre Marshall Field
Estate at Lloyds Neck, Long
Island, for a much needed
state park in the metropolitan
area.

Land for Campsites — Se-
ven agreements have been
processed for parcels totaling
4,156 acres. Included in this
total is an agreement for
Nick's Lake, an area of 3,500
acres, in the Oold Forge area.
Limekiln Lake, another sorely
needed tract in the Old Forge
region, purchased just before
bond issue funds became avai-
lable, is under development
and when completed will ac-
commodate 1,000 campers and
picnickers.

Land for Forest Preserve
Consolidation — 38 agree-
ments have been signed for
parcels totaling 9,888 acrc3,
which will probide better ac-
cess to New York State's 2-'a
million-acre outdoor play-
ground.

Land for Multiple Use —
61 agreements for parcels ag-
gregating 6,987 acres, chiefly
additions to the State Forest's
managed recreation areas,
which in addition to the pro-
duction of wood products, pro-
vide hunting, fishing, hiking,
boating, swimming and picni-
king.

Land for Special Uses — 18
agreements covering 13.25
acres have been processed for
additions to the Saratoga
Springs Reservation.

Wetlands — 2 agreements
have been processed covering
300 acres of desirable marsh
lands on Canandaigua Lake.

by Verner M. Ingram
State Assemblyman

Public Fishing Rights — 21
contracts which will add 10.5
miles to the 900 miles of fish-
ing rights on the best trout
streams in the State.

Boat Launching Sites —
One agreement has been sign-
ed for 4 acres at Henderson
Harbor which will provide the
boating public much needed
access to this section of Lake
Ontario.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
program has been developed
under the District Fish and
Wildlife Management Boards.
These boards, working closely
with the Conservation Depart-
ment, are composed of laymen
representing l a n d o w n e r s ,
sportsmen and the County
Board of Supervisors. A ma-
jor objective is to provide in-
creased recreational opportu-
nities for hunting. Nearly
300,000 acres of land, most of
it formerly posted, have been

The State's program to
build the Saratoga Spa as a
major recreational area in the
Capital District region has
met with an enthusiastic re-
ponse. The plans include a
giant swimming pool complex
capable of serving up to 8,000
people a day; picnic sites for
1,000 families, with special fa-
cilities for groups; expansion
and improvement of the pre-
sent 9-hole golf course to an
18-hole championship course;
construction of a new "par-
three" golf course; and con-
version of the Hall of Springs
into a dignified but popular-
priced dining and dancing ,ia-
vilion.

In several major areas, ^he
Conservation Department is
essentially a field agency dea-
ling with natural resources—
and people — at the grass
roots level.

For example, the Division
of Lands and Forests and the
Division of Fish and Game ex-
panded over the years into a
sprawling setup with 35 dis-
trict offices at 25 locations. A
major overhaul of field ser-
vices has brought about a new
consolidated organization of
nine regions, providing a
framework within which
sound resource manager cnt
programs can be developed
and coordinated by both divi-
sions. Moreover, looking
ahead, the new structure pro-

Front Row
Center

"Life is a theatre in
which the worst people
often have the best seats."

—Aristonymus

By BILL JONES, Editor

On The Horizon '
With one election just completed — two weeks

ago today — the next election campaign is already
underway.

Potsdam Attorney Roger Daniels, Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney, will run in the Republican primary
next spring against St. Lawrence County Judge Don-
aid Sanford. Potsdam seems to have its share of
Republicans who are willing to battle long-entrenched
and popular party stalwarts.

hometown, Ogdensburg. Tha
Democrats were al30 hopeful
that LaVigne would carry
Potsdam, but Bowers won in
a close contest. Democrats
considered the race a "moral"
victory because it was closer
than most county-wide elec-
tions. Republicans considered
the victory even more proof
of GOP superiority, becausa
Bowers won handily despite
considerable dislike of hij
work as D.A.

Ogdensburg, however, was
the site of the most unusual
St. Lawrence County race this
year. An independent candi-
date, Edward J. Keenan, beat
both political parties. He's a
newcomer t o Ogdensburg
(three years), and was stric-
ken off the ballots by tha
County Elections Board. His
victory was composed entirely
of write-ins, certainly unpre-
cedented.

The Republicans in tin
'Burg fooled around for a
while, wanting to contest th»
election. But in the end tha
County Elections Board ruled
Kaenan the winner. Keenan
is popular, largely because he
has brought harbor business
to the 'Burg's port. He's a
sharp businessman and Repub-
lican observers predict that
he will rejoin the GOP fold in
a couple of years at most.

He may turn out to be ona
of the most dynamic leaders
in the county, and no one can
deny that the 'Burg needs
some exciting leadership. Kee-
nan says he will extend his in-
dependent party to the rest of
the county, but most peopla
feel this move will never ba
successful. He hopes to invada
the Potsdam area at an early
date.

The Mayor-elect is a man
to watch. He will be handl-
capped' in the 'Burg becausa
he's a man without a party,
but if he's' as successful ai
he has hseu in the past against
heavy odds, Keenan will ba
prominent on the county scena
for a long time, front row,
center.

Courier-Freeman

The state-wide political pic-
ture took a strange twist last
Friday night with the surprise
announcement that Governor
Nelson Rockefeller and his
wife were separating and
planning a divorce. The Gover-
nor will be running for his
second term next year and is
looking ahead to the Presi-
dential campaign in 1964.

Republican leaders indicate
that the divorce action will
cost Rockefeller only a few
votes in the state race, but are
cautious when it comes to the
Presidential battle. A divorced'
man has never been elected
to the nation's highest post,
and political scientists report
that divorce was the one most
mentioned factor given as a
reason by voters who did not
vote for Adlai E. Stevenson
in 1952 and 1956.

One thing is certain: the
fact of divorce will not help
the Governor, and: it probably
won't help the Republican
Party.

# • •

LOCAL CITIZENS are still
talking about the local elec-
tions on Nov. 7. No one seems
to be particulai'ily surprised
by the results.

Obviously, Francis Healey is
extremely popular among De-
mocrats and a large number
of Republicans. The GOP at-
tempted to belittle any Re-
publican support for Healey,
but the election margin of
victory proved how inaccurate
the Republicans were.

One person summed up the
election thus: "They can tell
me how to vate but can't
watch me in that machine.,
Now, of course, I'm a register-
ed Republican — you can't
be anything else here and get
ahead — but I voted for
Healey. I just like him. He's
done a good job and he's sin-
cere and honest to me whether
or not a political campaign
is underway."

For Robert Halliday, who
had waged an extensive cam-
paign to unseat Potsdam's
only Democrtaic Town Super-
visor in all of history, the
defeat was not pleasant. Still,
the Town of Potsdam will not
be without his leadership on
the Town Board, and Halli-
day intends to continue to
fight for his campaign ideas.

The other Republicans won,
by good margins, with Town
Clerk Gladys McGee singled
out for the heaviest voter ap-
proval, a tribute to her many
years of hard work.

* * *
IN THE COUNTY, there

were several interesting de-
velopments. Francis LaVigne
lost in his bid to unseat GOP
District Attorney Charles
Bowers, and primarily because
of a smaller margin than ex-
pected for LaVigne in his

vides a basis for the regional
administration of the rapidly
expanding Division of Water
Resources and the newly es-
tablished Division of Motur
Boats.

Winter sports are not ne-
glected in the Conservation
Department's across-the-board
emphasis on recretion. At Bel-
leayre Mountain in the Cat-
skills, a half million dollar
program is in full swing and
will be completed before the
next season opens. For White-
face Mountain, under the ma-
nagement of the Adirondack
Mountain Authority, the Le-
gislature approved $98,100 for
a snow-making machine. A
lack of snow in several recent
winters has been a major
handicap in Keeping White-
fice from becoming one of the
leading aki centers in the
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