
Supervisors Ask Finley's Resignation; He Won't
By JAMES H. CURRIER

Canton •— Commissioner of
Welfare, Lee Finley, was for-
mally asked to resi.un his pust
by the County Hoard uf Super-
visors Monday when a vute of
20-lfi passed a resolution made
bf Supervisor Francis Healey,
Potsdam, calling for the Com-
missioner's resignation.

The votp against Finley was
a bi-partisan action of the su-
pervisors. Voting for and
against was mixed between
Democratic and Republican
members of the Board.

Finley was contacted by the
Courier and Freeman early
Tuesday and he stated that he
had no intention of

'vith the Board's request to re-

"I am not interested in any
•heap or sensational statements
•>ut the Board of Supervisors
has taken action like this with-
out knowing what their function
is," said Finley,

The action to request Finley's
resignation came after a report
from the Gihs Consultants was
submitted to the Board and
stated that Commissioner Pin-
ley was not cooperating' with the
Consultants in their efforts to
reorganize the Welfare Agency.

11.8% Increase
The report stated that the

cost of welfare in St. Lawrence
risen 11.8% over the'omplying County had

cost of the 1961 budget to a
point where the 19132 budget
reached a peak of $4,480,3011.
The 19K1 budget was $4,007,750.

Gibs Consultants report, "Any
suggestions by the Consultant
to the effect that expenditures
could be reduced are not accept-
ed by the Commissioner. He ap-
parently feels that there is an
inexhaustible fund available and
appears to accept no responsi-
bility for either limiting or con-
trolling expenditures in spite
the assistance provided by the
Board of Supervisors to accom-
plish these objectives."

"In a snide manner, the Com-
missioner terms the reorganiza-
tion of Welfare Administration

in St. Lawrence County an ex-
periment initiated by the Board
of Supervisors. He belittled the
efforts made by the Board to
control welfare expenditures.
He apparently would prefer the
perpetuation of incompetent and
loose welfare administration to
an orderly one with sound' fiscal
objectives," say the Gibs Con-
sultants.

In a special report to the
Board of Supervisors on Oct. 20

of this year, the Gibs Consultants
reported on unpaid medical bills
by request of the Board. They are
stated that a total of $106,720
was past due dating back 57
months to the 1956-57 fiscal
year.

Bills Go Unpaid
Upon investigation by Gibs

they fuond that in many in-
stances bills made by recipients
were not processed properly at
the welfare offices and subse-
quently allowed to go unpaid.
The E. J. Noble Hospital in
Gouverneur and the A. Barton
Hepburn Hospital in Ogdens-
burg were the two hospitals
with the largest amount owed
them.

"The foregoing instances en-
countered by the Consultants

an important factor in the
inconsistent and inappropriate
handling of cases as reported in
the Welfare Survey. These im-
proper decisions could be avoid-

ed if they were allowed to re-
main entirely within the func-
tion of case supervisors proper-
ly qualified under Civil Service
requirements," reported Gibs.

The Gibs report also charged
that Commissioner Finley had
taken it upon himself to super-
vise the workings of several
cases. Gibs charged that Finley
was not qualified to handle in-
ilividual cases and that he was
out of his territory by doing so.

In a report made Nov. 7 to
the County Board of Supervis-
ors Gibs Consultants stated,
During the first week in No-

vember, certain actions were
taken by the Commissioner
which are of serious conse-

quence to the reorganization
program."

No Consultation
"These actions consisted of

shifting of personnel, and were
taken without discussiun to the
consultants, in spite of the fact
that the Commissioner agreed at
the beginning of the program tn
inform the Consultants of any
plans for changes."

"The agency staff has been
greatly confused from these
changes. Opinions have also
been expressed by the staff that
all agency operations will return
to the prior status following fche
completion of the Consultant's
engagement," reported the

(Continued on Page 6)
LEE FINLEY

Weather
Thursday: —

Showers, windy,
warmer. High,
43 j Low, 20.
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Seth Fountain
Disputes With
Town's Board
Over Purchase

A major dispute broke out at
last week's meeting of the Town
of Potsdam Board as Superin-
tendent of Highways Seth A.
Fountain asked approval for a
more than $900 purchase of
equipment, which had been se-
cured without previous Board
approval or knowledge.

After the arguments were
over, Fountain's action was ap-
proved by a 4-2 vote of the
Board. Supervisor Francis
Healey (D) and Justice of the
Peace Robert Halliday (E), vot-
ed against approving the action.

The dispute developed when
Fountain — who earlier had
urged purchase of snow equip-
ment •— said he had changed his
mind1, and that instead he had
purchased a frame that could be
attached to present equipment,
thus "saving money." Instead of
a $2,000—$3,000 cost, the frame
would cost under $1,000.

Two weeks before, the board
had opened bids on the initially-
requested equipment. All bids
Were rejected when Fountain
objected to purchasing equip-
ment of the Gouverneur Iron
Works, which had submitted the
low bid. At that time, Fountain
was supposed to study the Gou-
verneur equipment and report
back.

Instead, Fountain decided that
the equipment wasn't needed
and ordered a frame he said
was "best" for present Town
equipment. Supervisor Healey
charged that Fountain had made
this decision because the board
hadn't voted against the Gou-
verneur equipment earlier, and
wasn't doing just what Fountain
Wanted.

To this, Fountain retorted:
"Give me a little leeway; or, I'll
throw in the sponge!" Fountain
•aid he had expected the board
to back him up in this purchase.
Eealey said that Fountain had1

not acted responsibly, because
no more than one concern was
consulted on a price for the
equipment. Healey said with
more than one bid, the frame
could probably be purchased for
less.

Halliday agreed that the pur-
chase price should be sought
from more than one company,
but added that the Fountain
purchase was not really legal,
since it did not have board back-
ing — therefore Fountain had
"done nothing wrong. His mo-
tives are very good."

Fountain said at one point
that if the board went ahead
and purchased equipment he did
not like, — he would "refuse to
install it." George Dailey (R)
and Jesse Williams (R) spoke
in favor of Fountain, saying
they trusted his judgment.

In the final vote, Fountain's
action was approved, without
any other bidding on the pur-
chase. The vote was 4-2, with
Halliday and Healey against.

The Town Board also review-
ed some legal transactions,
passed a resolution on the death
of County Highway Superin-
tendent Karl Mattis, and ap-
pointed Earl Aldous and Doris
King as dog enumerators.

Courier On Sale

Tues. Afternoon
Due to the Thanksgiving

Holiday the Courier-Freeman
will be published Tuesday aft-
ernoon. The earlier publica-
tion date will make it neces-
sary for us to move up all
deadlines.

Next week only, the dead-
line for display advertising
will be Monday afternoon, and
for classified ads Tuesday at
10:30. Pictures for next
week's paper should he in by
Friday afternoon. Correspond-
ence and news items should be
turned in no later than 9 a.m.
oa Honda}.

- The Rink Rats - ide Range Break - Ins
E S S " Solved;ThreeClarkson

CLARKSON'S RINK BATS — These young
men are familiar to regular Clarkson Arena

hockey fans. They're the Rink Rats for 1961-
62, and they take pride in their job of keeping
the arena ice surface in excellent shape at all
times. These young men have a fraternity all
their own, and it's one of the proudest and
most exclusive in existence. They are under
the guidance of William Conroy, arena direc-

tor and Fred Beggs, maintenance superinten-
dent at the arena. Decked in their new jackets,
they are (left to right): Gary LaShomb, Barry
Mousaw, Francis Pike, Larry Fountaine, Ed
Sweeney, Jim Calnon, Tom Moffett, Jim Bax-
ter, Ron Stone, Charles Murray, Pete Belmore,
and Beggs. Missing from the picture is John
Sweeney.

Roger Daniels Will Face
Sanford In Judge Race

Potsdam Attorney Roger W.
Daniels announced this week
his candidacy for the office of
St. Lawrence County Judge in
the coming Republican primary
to be held in the spring.

Daniels was born in Potsdam
in 1913, the son of Warren O.
Daniels and Nina Benham Da-
niels. He was graduated from
Parishville High School in lfc-
29 and from St. Lawrence Uni-
versity in 1933. He attended Al-
bany Law School, graduating
in 1936. In the same year he
admitted to the New York
State Bar and later was ad-
mitted to federal practice.

After service as an artillery-
man in Ft. Jackson, South Ca-
rolina, and Ft. Sill, Oklahoma,

Daniels attended the Field Ar- City. He has been the instruc-
tillery Officer Candidate School
at Ft. Sill. He was discharged
with the rank of Major in 1946.

Following his discharge, Da-
niels entered into a law part-
nership with Thomas W. Per-
rin and has practived lav in
Potsdam ever since. He was
Acting Police Justice in the Vil-
lage of Potsdam for two years.

In 1949 Daniels was appoint-
ed Assistant District Attorney
by the Hon. Charles E. Bowers,
and is now completing his 12th
year as Assistant District At-
torney under Bowers. In !957
he attended the Prosecuting
Attorneys' Course of the Amer-
ican Law Institute in New York

tor in St. Lawrence County for
the New York State Magistra-
tes' Association for the past
several years.

Daniels married Frances E.
Keegan, the daughter jf Wil-
liam S. Keegan and Elizabeth
Short Keegan, of Wintnrop.
The couple have two children.
Daniels' father, Warren O. Da-
niels, is still in active law prac-
tice at Parishville. He was As-
semblyman from St. Lawrence
County for four terms, from
1934 to 1940, and for 16 years
was Supervisor of the Town of
Parishville.

When contacted Tuesday the
Continued on Page 13

Norwood — One of the old-
est businesses in Norwood sold
out this week as the H. M.
Kinsman Co. Inc. turned over
its franchise for Buick and
Chevrolet automobiles to Mace
Motors of Canton.

Final papers were signed
Nov. 10 and Prank Mace, pres-
ident of Mace Motors, will act
as local manager of the Kins-
man dealership temporarily.

Operation of the H. M. Kins-
M in Co. by Mace began immed-
iidy after the papers were
i-lied and plans have been for-

I in ated to expand the Norwood
•- iness to cover Potsdam also.

For the present time the
II line "H. M. Kinsman Co. Inc."
• 1 be retained but a new name
*» id the planning. All employ-
i1 have been retained by Mace.
Kinsman E. Wright, president

L the corporation, has retained
ownership of the buildings and
has leased them to Mace Mo-
tors.

H. M. Kinsman Co. was
founded in 1883 by Henry M.
Kinsman. It had its beginnings
as a hardware store and devel-
oped into a wholesale harness
business which also sold and re-
paired carriages. In 1913 the
business incorporated and be-
gan dealing in the volume sale
of cattle and western horses.

About 1920 they were selling
various makes of cars includ-
ing the Model T Ford, Maxwell
and Hupmobile until the mid-
20's when they acquired a
Buick-Chevrolet franchise.

The business was managed by
Harry Farmer until his death
in 1955. E. E. Wright has also
been active in management
since 1913 as well as maintain-
ing a law practice and serving
as President of the Norwood
Bank until that organization
merged with the St. Lawrence
County Bank.

Kinsman E. Wright has been
the more recent manager and
has been active in the dealer-
ship since 1934 when he was a
member of the third graduating
class of Sons of Dealers School
at General Motors Institute.

Wright also graduated from
Rollins College in Winterpark,
Fla., and with the exception of
the time spent in the Armed
Forces during WWII has lived
with his wife, Alice, in Nor-
wood. They have three sons.

He has also been active in
Norwood Kiwanis, Chamber of
Commerce, United Fund,

Three freshmen students at
Clarkson College of Technology
were placed in custoday yester-
day afternoon by Potsdam Vil-
lage Police after they had found
conclusive evidence that the
three were involved in a major
series of crimes throughout the
rea.

The three will be charged
with illegal entries into the fol-
lowing places: Charity Sinclair
Station on route 56; Leonard
Oney's Flying A Station, Pots-
dam; Louisville school; two
Massena schools; Norfolk ele-
mentary school; Colton-Pierre-
pont Central School; Fregoe's
Store on Route 56; Potsdam
VFW rooms; Loblaws in Pots-
dam; and Putnam-Hawley Inc.

They will also face four
charges of grand larceny auto
theft. During the past three
weeks four Potsdam residents
have reported their autos stol-

Students Implicated
en or missing during the night.] large quantities of cigarettes,

bullets, a shuebox full of flash-
light batteries, Shell motor oil,
Prestone anti-freeze, a Philco

Cars Are Stolen
Cars have been stolenfrom

Lester Speer, 32 Chestnut St.;
Barbara Calipari, Market St.;
Frank Seegar, 4 Barkley Drive;
and Potsdam Motor Sales. All
four autos were recovered by
Village Police shortly after they
had been reported missing.

All of the missing autos were
found on or near the campus of
State University College at
Potsdam.

One youth taken into custody
had confessed to taking two of
the autos but claimed he did not
"remember" taking any of the
others.

Village police were tipped off
by a third party who informed
them that one youth had a roon
full of merchandise and he liai.
reason to believe it could be
stolen property.

Police Investigate
Police investigated and found

United Fund Has Selling
Job To Do In Potsdam

Canton — St. Lawrence County's United Fund Drive goal
was not met this week, and has been again extended. A total of
$126,586 in contributions were recorded here Monday, but the
goal is $165,000.

In Potsdam, Chairman Robert Wynant reported that $13,400
has been pledged1 and contributed in the Potsdam area, out of a
drive goal of $25,000. The Norwood-Norfolk area drive is expect-
ed to equal or surpass its goal of $6,500.

"The campaign to raise $165,000 is still short of our goal to
support 28 charitable organizations in St. Lawrence County,"
said Thomas Jones, drive chairman. "We should continue the
campaign with vigor in all communities until we succeed."

Massena, Clifton-Fine, and Norwood-Norfolk areas have
raised more money this year than any year in the past, Jones
said.

"However," he added, "four areas — Canton, Potsdam
Gouverneur, and Ogdensburg — are behind schedule. Workers
are still canvassing and reports are still to be made."

Referring specifically to Potsdam, Jones said, "We have a
selling job to do in Potsdam! We also have a collecting job."
Once convinced, he said, citizens will cooperate. "I believe we
are going to do a better job in Potsdam," he said.

Chairman Wynant has asked all persons working on the
Potsdam drive to intensify their efforts and bring in report and
collection information.

Debate Next Monday

Village Administrator Plan Helps To Meet Modern Demands
(Village Trustee Felix Shelly in-

tends to initiate discussion of a Village
Administ7-ator plan for the Village of
Potsdam' at next Monday's Village
Board meeting. To acquaint Courier
and Freeman readers with the concept
of administrator government, we re-
print below a speech to the Potsdam
Rotary Club by one of the state's out-
standing city administrators.—Editor)

By RAYMOND II. URQUHART
Village Administrator, Bronxville, New York

Municipal government today is becoming in-
creasingly complex and expensive. Look at
these facts:

1. Last year, in I960, municipalities through-
out the United States spent in excess of
$14 billion for non-educational purposes.

2. Local taxes for municipal purposes have
doubled in the past decade.

3. Municipal expense is increasing at an
average rate of 12' I annually.

4. An estimated 7.'i',; of all municipal reve-
nue is obtained in the form of the real
property tax.

5. Municipalities, in I960, had a bonded in-

debtedness of more than $42 billion dol-
lars and are borrowing at the rate of $3
billion each year.

Yet, far too many people still apparently
prefer the built-in efficiency that comes with
divided authority and political maneuvering
for power in local government. There is, in
my opinion, a real need for professional muni-
cipal administrators.

ENLIGHTENED CITIZENS are, however,
gradually recognizing the need for not only
trained specialists to handle various municipal
functions, but, in addition, the need for a chief
administrative officer to properly coordinate
the many public services which are both de-
manded and needed by all communities. This
is so whether the community is growing or
standing still.

In New York State, there are now 31 mu-
nicipalities with a chief administrative offi-
cer who may be called a City Manager, a Vil-
lage Manager or a Village Administrator.
The City Managers' Association of New
York State now represents approximately
two million people who reside in communi-
ties with an appojnfcd administrative offi-

I will be referring, in this article, about the
Council-Manager Plan, but I also refer, when
I use this phrase, to the form of government
which has an appointed administrative officer,
a Village Manager or a Village Administrator.
The Council-Manager Plan has two main fea-
tures:

• Political responsibility is always vested
in an elected City or Village Council —
the governing body in the. municipality.

• Administrative responsibility is g-iven to
the City or Village Manager who is ap-
pointed by the governing body.

In this form of local government, the mana-
ger or chief administrative officer was never
intended to perform his functions as simply a
clerk to the Council, but it is intended that the
manager exercise considerable discretion in
all policy matters and, in fact, help to formu-
late Council policy.

The Council-Manager Plan is, today, the
most rapidly growing form of local govern-
ment in this nation. It is, for example, the pre-
vailing form of municipal government in all
communities with a population in excess of
10,000. In municipalities under 10,000 popula-
tion, 40% have an appointed chief administra-

from the ;>rea, including some
from Potsdam, to organize an
active Independent party in the
county.

Keennn luld the Courier and
Freeman that such a party
would be a bi-partisun affair
composed of persons "fed up
with the political situation in
St. Lawrence County."

The main objectives of the
Independents, according to Kee-
nan, are to bring in mure in-
dustry to the cuunty and tn im-
nrnve business conditions here.
It was reported that Keenan
will speak in the Potsdam area
in the near future but Keenan

THE INTERNATIONAL CITY Managers'i said plans were indefinite.
Association in Chicago reports that there arej Meanwhile, the nniniun of
now more than 42 million people in our coun-! S l " "e Ogdeiisbmg observers is

ithat nothing will cmne nf such

transistor radio, and a bottle of
pure ammonia.

The merchandise was later
identified by the District Attor-
ney's office as property report-
ed stolen.

Through identification of the
property, police were able to de-
luct that the same trio had com-
mitted most of the
crimes in the area

unsolved
involving

burglaries during the past
munth.

Arrests Imminent
At press time Wednesday no

formal charges had been made
against any of the boys in cus-
tody and nu arrests were expect-
ed until late Wednesday or early
Thursday.

All three hoys are freshmen
at Clarkson and are 17 and IS
years i»f aye. There is the possi-
bility that two more persons
might he named in the incident
but nothing definite had been
made on that count yesterday.

One youth is reported to have
come from a well-known family
near New York City and had
graduated in the top 1 percent
uf his high school class. He had
traight "A" marks on his last

report from Clarkson College.

Keenan Wins;
May Invade
Potsdam Area

Edward J. Keenan, Mayt>r-
olect of the city of Oudensburj?,
disclosed plans this week for
thf establishment «>f a county-
wide Independent party, includ-
ing Potsdam,

He stated that he had been
approached by several

h i l d i

tive officer.

trv who live in Council-Manager communities. i

mi. rrc • • ,..• i , u move and that within a veav
There are 75 municipalities in Canada and ap- . t W ( | K p e n m | w i | , b[? ^ j n

proximately 1,400 in western Europe with th is | t i , e Republican folds.
form of local government. j Ke"imn has lu-en officiallyIn New York State, the Village Law makes
it possible for Villages to adopt, by refereiv

named Mayor-elect in
huvg by a final vote "f 1,707 to

dum, the Village Manager Plan. Article ISA!1-"12 v"t".t l f " r Kepiihlk-sin Ji.hn
of this law gives the Village Manager the fn|. ' L ;"» ; ' r""1 ' A <»*P»te
lowing duties:

1. He must see that all Village and
laws are properly enforced.

2. He must attend all meetings of the gov-
erning body.

3. He recommends such measures for the
governing body to consider as he deems
expedient.

4. He reports to the governing- body from
time to time about the affairs of the com-
munity.

!i. He keeps the governing body informed
about the financial condition of the muni-
cipality,

(Continued on Vstge 6)

the elect i<m had arisen and
Lan^ford wutiM nut concede

Statej until the Bi.ard of Elections had
venftorl the returns.

Fire Damage At $50
Firemen were culled tn Pnts-

'lam Motor Sales at 10:15 a. m.
Wednesday when an acetylene
tank caught tire as it was about
tu be used. The tank burned
with .sui-h intensity that fire-
men were unable to extinguish
Ibr blaze. The tank was brought
uutside the building and was al-
lowed to burn nut. Estimated
damage mil $50.


